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e’re going to press with this Sporting News College Football 

yearbook during college basketball's “silly season.” You 

know the time I'm talking about-that topsy-turvy period 

after March Madness when some 500-odd players transfer to 
other schools, looking for the greener pastures of more playing time 
and better stats. If they graduate from their previous school, they can 
transfer immediately and not have to sit out a year per the usual NCAA. 
rules. 

It makes NBA and MLB free agency look downright tame sometimes. 

College hoops doesn’t have a corner on player movement in the 
amateur ranks anymore, though. If you turn to pages 204-205 of this 
magazine, you'll see what I’m talking about. It’s a list that assistant 
editor Will Long began compiling last year for the first time—and, boy, 
what a difference a year can make. It has grown to 356 names now, 
with 285 of them being eligible this season. 

College football has gotten into this transfer act in a big way. It 
used to be that lists like these featured mostly quarterbacks buried on 
the depth charts at big-time schools heading down to Division 1-AA 
(now Football Championship Subdivision) for a shot at showing the 
NFL what they could do at the nearest Sam Houston State or Coastal 
Carolina. 

Not anymore. Seattle Seahawks quarterback Russell Wilson 
seemingly opened the floodgates of the NCAA’s graduate-transfer rule 
back in 2011 when he left N.C. State for Wisconsin and the rest is well- 
reported history. Wilson led the Badgers to a Rose Bowl, won a Big Ten 
championship and, of course, earned a Super Bowl ring two years ago. 

‘This year, the graduate-transfer quarterback to watch is ex-Florida 
Gator Jeff Driskel, who is taking his free year to play for pass-happy 
coach Skip Holtz at Louisiana Tech. Driskel, who mostly disappointed 
fans in Gainesville last season, had his moments early on with the 
Gators, completing 63.7 percent of his passes in 2012 for 1,646 yards 
with 12 touchdowns and five interceptions. The 6-4 gunslinger was 
considered the top QB prospect in his class coming out of Oviedo (Fla.) 
Hagerty High in 2011, and there's no telling what kind of numbers he 
should be able to put up in an offense that averaged 37.4 points and 
400.8 yards per game last season. 

But rent-a-quarterback doesn’t stop with Driskel. Take a look 
at Vernon Adams at Oregon (the two-time Walter Payton Award 
runner-up from FCS power Eastern Washington), former Iowa starter 
Jake Rudock at Michigan and Maxwell Smith, who moved from 
Kentucky to San Diego State and is being penciled in as an instant 
starter for the Aztecs. All of those names will be featured prominently 
this college football season. 

It was quite the offseason shopping list for teams looking to get 
better in a hurry at the quarterback position. 

‘The transfer floodgates have opened in college football. Call them 
whatever you like-hired guns, temps, free agents, mercenaries—but 
they're here to stay, and college football is, little by little, becoming 
more and more like the pros. 


Scott Smith gE @scott_SNyrbks 


Follow Sporting News Yearbooks on Twitter @SN_Yrbks 
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Quarterback 
quandaries 


Unanswered questions about one very important position abound across the college 
football landscape heading into the new season. 


BYMATTHAYES | Sporting Newscalleqe football writer 


ere we are, in an era where the 
quarterback has never been 
more important in college 
football, staring directly at the 
unknown with nearly every 
championship contender. 

Except, that is, defending national 
champion Ohio State. 

And wouldn't you know it, the best 
team also has the best situation at 
quarterback. Just in case anyone thought 
it was going to be easy knocking off the 
champions. 

“We feel really good about where we 
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are there,” says Ohio State coach Urban 
Meyer. 

Why wouldn't he? Ohio State has three 
quarterbacks~J.'T, Barrett, Cardale Jones 
and Braxton Miller—who could start for 
just about any team in the nation. So 
while every other Power Five conference 
favorite—that’s right, every single one-has 
potential quarterback issues, Ohio State’s 
only problem is who plays? 

Barrett, the Big Ten Offensive Player 
of the Year in 2014; Jones the 2014 
postseason hero, or Miller, the 2012-13 
Big Ten Offensive Player of the Year? 


Meanwhile, there is this: 


» SEC favorite Auburn is breaking ina 
new quarterback (Jeremy Johnson). 

> Pac-12 favorite Oregon is starting 
over at the critical position in the “Blur 
Ball” offense (two-year backup Jeff Lockie 
or touted FCS transfer Vernon Adams). 

» ACC favorite Florida State still 
hasn't zeroed in on a starter to fall in line 
behind three previous NFL first-round 
picks (Christian Ponder, EJ Manuel, Jameis 
Winston), 

» Big 12 favorite TCU has Trevone 
Boykin, one of the game’s best players, 
but he’s recovering from offseason wrist 
surgery. Co-favorite Baylor (how can we 
separate TCU and Baylor at this point?) 
has Seth Russell stepping in to continue 
the Rears’ impressive run of quarterbacks 
under coach Art Briles. 


Everywhere you look throughout the 
Power Five leagues, the heavyweights (and 
therefore, contenders) have quarterback 
questions: Alabama (new starter), Notre 
Dame (choosing between postseason hero 
Malik Zaire and Everett Golson), Georgia 
(new starter) and Clemson (Deshaun 
Watson's injury-prone freshman season). 

“The game revolves around the position 
now, there's no question about it,” 
says Texas coach Charlie Strong, who— 
surprise!—has a quarterback issue heading 
into 2015. “You can’t hide problems there.” 

Not everyone, though, is dealing with 
a quarterback quandary. Looking for 
asleeper pick for the College Football 
Playoff? Check out these quarterback- 
friendly teams: 


returned for his senior season with a 
loaded team whose only two losses last 
season were to Ohio State and Oregon-the 


two teams that played in the national 
championship game. 

» USC: Cody Kessler had a Heisman 
‘Trophy-worthy season in 2014 (39 
touchdowns, 5 interceptions), and 
the once talent-heavy but depth-thin 
Trojans are now full strength post-NCAA 
probation. 

> Georgia Tech: The Yellow Jackets 
were playing as well as any team in the 
nation last November, riding the play of 
QB Justin Thomas (26 total TDs) all the 
way to a breakout Orange Bowl rout of 
Mississippi State. 

» Arkansas: No one wanted any part 
of Arkansas late in the 2014 SEC season, 


Connor Cook 


and the run-oriented Hogs’ success 
revolves around QB Brandon Allen, who 
played much better last season (20 TDs, 
5 INTs) than the popular narrative of his 
struggles. 

>» Oklahoma: As unsettled as the 
quarterback spot has been at Oklahoma 
the last two seasons, Texas Tech transfer 
Baker Mayfield—and new offensive 
coordinator Lincoln Riley—can make the 
Sooners’ offense special again. 

“We have to get better at that 
(quarterback) spot,” Stoops says. “You're 
not winning championships if you're 
struggling at that spot.” 


Cody Kessler 


PRESEASON 
ALL-AMERICA TEAM 


> QB Trevone Boykin, ICU 

> RB Ezekiel Elliott, Ohio State 
> RENick Chubb, Georgia 

> OL Spencer Drango, Baylor 

> Ol Taylor Decker, Ohio State 
> OL Ronnie Stanley, Notre Dame 
> OL Denver Kirkland, Arkansas 
> OL Laremy Tunsil, Ole Miss 

> TEPharaoh Brown, Oregon 

> WA Rashard Higgins, Colorad 
> WRKD Cannon, (aylor 

> K Roberto Aguayo, Florida State 
> Kit Alex Rass, Oklahoma 


> DL Joey Bosa, Ohio State 

> DLMyles Garrett, Toxa 

> DL Robert Nkemdiche, Ole 

> DL Chris Jones, Mississippi State 
> LB Scooby Wright, Arizona 

> LB Jaylon Smith, Note Dame 

> LB Darron Lee, Ohio State 

> DB Vernon Hargreaves Il Florida 
> DE Kendall Fuller, Virginia Tech 

> DB Jalen Ramsey, Florida S 

> DB Su'aCravens, U 

> PJKScott, Alabama 

> PRDe'Mornay Plerson-El, Nebrask 


SECOND TEAM. 


> QB Cardale Jones, Ohio State 

> RB Leonard Fournette, |SU 

> RB Derrick Henry, Alabama 

> OLLe’RavenClark, Texas Tech 
> OL Max Tuark, USC 

> OL Dan Voltz, Wisconsin 

> OL Vadal Alexander, [SU 

> OL Jack Conklin, Michigan State 
> TEEvan Engram, Ole Miss 

> WR Duke Williams, Auburn 

> WRLaquon Treadwell, Ole Miss 
> Brad Craddock, Maryland 

> MM Trevor Davis, California 


> DL Shilique Calhoun, Michigan State 
> DL Shawn Oakman, Baylor 
> DLA'Shawn Robinson, Alabama 
> DL Adolphus Washington, Ohio State 
> LB Myles Jack, UCLA 
> LB Eric Striker, Oklahoma 
> 18 Leonard Floyd, Georgia 
> 0B Adoree’ Jackson, 
> 0B Cameron Sutton, Tenne 
remy Cash, Duke 

> DB Karl Joseph, West Virginia 
> PTomHackett, Utah 

‘Speedy Noil, Texas A&M 


Follow Sporting News Yearbooks on Twitter @SN_Yrbks 


Urban 
renewal 


Ohio State enters the 2015 season asa 
prohibitive favorite to repeat as national 
champion. 


BYMATTHAYES | Sporting 


Newscollege foot 


TCU: As good as QB Trevone 
Boykin was last season, imagine 
how much better he can be in Year 
Two under co-offensive 
coordinators Doug Meacham and 
Sonny Cumbie. The defense will be better 
because the secondary, coach Gary 
Patterson's annual pet project, has a full 
season (where it got significantly better in 
the final month of 2014) of bad and good 
experiences to learn from. The more 
complete the defense, the better the 
chance ‘ICU has to winit all. 


AUBURN: Just how good is new 

QB Jeremy Johnson? Some on staff 

thought Johnson should have 

played more last season instead of 

Nick Marshall, even though 
Marshall led the Tigers to the 2013 BCS 
National Championship Game and his run. 
threat was a better fit for coach Gus 
Malzahn’s run game. The addition of Will 
Muschamp as defensive coordinator will 
pay off immediately; the Tigers have talent 
on defense—it was poorly coached and 
misused in 2014. 
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OREGON: What do we know 
about diminutive QB Vernon 
Adams-other than his highly 
publicized FCS-to-FBS transfer 
from Eastern Washington, and 
that postgame celebration after a win at 
Oregon State two years ago? Absolutely 
nothing. Doing it once as an underdog 
against an unmotivated team is a lot 
different than doing it week-by-week in 
the Pac-12-if he beats out Jeff Lockie for 
the job. The Ducks are loaded at the skill 
positions, and the defense returns a solid 
core. It’s all up to Adams (or Lockie) to 
replace Marcus Mariota with efficient play 
that limits turnovers. 


yj ALABAMA: Here comes Round 
Two for Jake Coker, the 
presumptive quarterback in 2014 
j who never saw significant minutes, 
§ He's not the clear leader again this 
fall, and the Tide (again) rolls into a season 
with uncertainty at the most important 
position on the field. This hasn’t been the 
same team since the last-second loss to. 
Auburn in the 2013 Iron Bowl. Confidence, 
swagger, karma; whatever you want to 
call it, the Tide doesn’t intimidate like they 
once did under Saban. Strength at 
quarterback (Coker, David Cornwell, 
Cooper Bateman or Blake Barnett) can 
change all of that. 


USC: Here we are with USC, now 
more than a decade removed 
from its last moment in the 
eee (one that was later 

U vacated). The scholarship 
allotment is full again, and there are elite 
game-changers (QB Cody Kessler, 
wideout Juju Smith, athlete Adoree’ 
Jackson, safety Sua Cravens) all over the 
field. The problem: The Pac-12 has gotten 
much better since Pete Carroll rolled 
over the conference in the 2000s, and 
the margin for error has drastically 
decreased on a weekly basis. Road games 
against Arizona State, Oregon and Notre 
Dame will be brutal. 


BAYLOR: After three straight elite 
quarterbacks have led Baylor to 
unthinkable heights, along comes 
Seth Russell, who might just be the 
most physically gifted thrower 
coach Art Briles has had at the position. All 
he has to do is keep the Bears’ Big 12 
momentum (back-to-back titles), take the 
next step into the CFP and eliminate 
Baylor’s postseason meltdowns of the last 
two years. All with another poor 
nonconference schedule (SMU, Lamar, 
Rice) dragging behind. 


=—y MICHIGAN STATE: We can no 

If) longer deny the obvious: the 
Spartans have arrived among the 
nation’s elite. You don’t win at least 
1 games in four of the last five 
years—while consistently replacing elite 
players-without earning that distinction. 
When QB Connor Cook decided to return 
for his senior season, MSU again became 
Ohio State’s biggest obstacle in the Big Ten 
race—and a legitimate factor in the CFP 
race despite the loss of defensive 
coordinator Pat Narduzzi, now the head 
coach at Pitt. 


=y FLORIDA STATE: For those 
concerned about the Seminoles 
} post-Jameis Winston, understand 
Bf this: In coach Jimbo Fisher's five 

# seasons as head coach in 
‘Tallahassee, he has produced three 
first-round picks at quarterback (Christian 
Ponder, EJ Manuel, Winston). Why 
wouldn’t Sean Maguire—not exactly an 
elite athlete or recruit—be successful, too? 
Like a handful of other top 10 teams, 
FSU’s only question is the biggest question 
of all. Maguire's ownership of the position 
this spring—including embracing a 
leadership role-is a strong first step. 


NOTRE DAME: The obvious 
thought hanging over Notre 
Dame's thrilling Music City Bowl 
victory against LSU: Why didn’t 
(QB Malik Zaire play sooner? 
Maybe coach Brian Kelly stayed too long 
with turnover-prone QB Everett Golson, 
but there's no avoiding the reality that 
Zaire brings a power run game to the 
position and, most important, takes care 
of the ball. The lines of scrimmage will be 
stout, and the skill positions more 
experienced. The quarterback (whoever 
plays) can’t be careless with the ball. 


CLEMSON: If one player truly 
can change everything Ga 
Manziel, Jameis Winston, J.T. 
Barrett and Cardale Jones), here’s 
your latest in line: Deshaun 
Watson. The only thing that kept this 


megastar from having a bigger freshman 
season was injuries, Tigers coach Dabo 
‘Swinney says Watson (knee) will be ready 
for the start of the season with a loaded 
offense. Can the defense, which finally hit 
its stride under coordinator Brent Venables 
last season, sustain with new starters? 


GEORGIA TECH: The last 

thing, the very last thing the 

ACC-and the rest of the 

nation—wants to see is Tech 

coach Paul Johnson with a 
dangerous and dynamic quarterback 
Gustin Thomas) running his flexbone 
offense. When the triple-option offense is 
on, it can embarrass anyone (ask 
Mississippi State). 


UCLA: Don’t think Jerry 
Neuheisel is going to give up the 
starting quarterback spot easily. 
FALL |) He’s not the elite talent that 
, freshman signee Josh Rosen is, 
but he has been around the offense for 
three seasons and knows what 
coordinator Noel Mazzone wants. If the 
Bruins can figure out the position, the rest 
of the team (running back Paul Perkins is a 
star) is deep and talented enough to get 
back to the Pac-12 Championship Game. 


LSU: After all of those years 
with all of those teams that were 
oh so close to winning it all, 
early NFL defections and the 
loss of spectacularly underrated 
defensive coordinator John Chavis has LSU 
on its heels. Instability at quarterback 
makes it even tougher. But this team is so 
talented, it might just be able to find a way 
beyond all that should derail a season and 
be playing for an SEC West Division 
championship in late November. 


SJ] ARKANSAS: The Hogs are the 

X-factor in the SEC—not just the 

West Division, but the entire 

league. Somehow a team that 

won two SEC games was the one 
SEC team no one wanted any part of in 
November, With tailbacks Alex Collins and 
Jonathan Williams, just enough of 
underrated QB Brandon Allen and an 
emerging defense that features a nasty 
front seven, Arkansas might just win the 
West Division. 


J OLE MISS: Key players (Robert 
and Denzel Nkemdiche) from 
one of the nation’s best defenses 
return, and if offensive stars 
Laremy Tunsil (tackle) and 
Laquon Treadwell (wide receiver) return 
from injuries, the Rebels will be a 
quarterback away from playing for a 
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PRESEASON 
TOP 25 


championship. You know, exactly where 
they were last year when Bo Wallace did 
more bad than good in a highly 
anticipated senior season. Next up at QB: 
Chad Kelly, who was dismissed from 
Clemson, rebuilt himself at junior college 
and his reward is getting thrown into this 
moshpit of pressure. 


ARIZONA: As impressive as 
Arizona's jump to the top of the 
Pac-12 was, it was dulled 
somewhat by two disastrous 
games (losses to Oregon and 
Boise State) to finish the season. Still, 
there is plenty of good happening in 
Tucson, with QB Anu Solomon leading a 
dangerous offense and linebacker Scooby 
Wright the face of the defense. The 
Wildcats must play better—with more 
consistency—in big games. 


GEORGIA: It’s too easy to say 
Georgia will do what it does best: 
run the ball and play defense. 
Because at some point—even 
with supremely talented tailback 
Nick Chubb and backup Sony Michel-the 
Dawgs must get production from the 
passing game. The QB position hurt 
Georgia in big games last season, and it will 
again unless Brice Ramsey can be trusted to 
make more than just safe throws. 


ARIZONA STATE: Quarterback 

‘Taylor Kelly's injury in 2014 

allowed ASU to play Mike 

1 Bercovici and get him valuable 

repetitions against Pac-12 
defenses heading into this fall, The one 
thing that coach Todd Graham built his 
reputation on (defense) has been the one 
thing that has kept his Sun Devils teams 
from becoming elite. Nearly the entire 
unit returns, and must get better at 
covering and getting off the field. 


OKLAHOMA: It's a 
crossroads season for coach 
Bob Stoops at Oklahoma. A 
season of CFP hopes in 2014 
ended with five losses, a home 
defeat to rival Oklahoma State and a 
34-point loss in a bowl game. The 
quarterback position is a mess, and his 
once-vaunted defense can't stop (or cover) 
anyone-a bad sign in the pass-happy Big 
12, There's too much talent for the 
Sooners to not have a bounce-back 
season-if QB Trevor Knight can find 
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comfort and consistency with new 
offensive coordinator Lincoln Riley. 


BOISE STATE: There’s a lot to 
like about Boise State, beginning 
with the coaching and 
leadership of Bryan Harsin. This 
edition, unlike most of the 
Broncos’ teams of the past, will rely on a 
stout defense to again lead the “Group of 
Five” conferences. It’s easier breaking ina 
new quarterback and tailback when the 
defense consistently gets the other team 
off the field. 


TENNESSEE: There may not 
| be more hype or more 
expectation for another team 
in the SEC. The Vols finished 
2014 strong, found a 
dangerous quarterback in the final month 
of the season and roll into this fall with 
serious momentum (and back-to-back 
top-10 recruiting classes). The trio of QB 
Josh Dobbs, tailback Jalen Hurd and 
wideout Marquez North is as good as any 
in the SEC. More impressive (and way 
undervalued): An argument can easily be 
made that defensive end Derek Barnett 
and cornerback Cam Sutton are the two 
best players at their position in the SEC. 


MISSOURI: Why do we doubt 
Missouri? After two straight 
SEC East Division 

5 championships, the Tigers still 

are the team no one will 

embrace. Don't underestimate the loss of 
defensive coordinator Dave Steckel (the 
new Missouri State coach’s defense saved 
Mizzou the last two seasons), or the 
enigmatic play of QB Maty Mauk (when 
he's good, he’s really good; when he's 
bad, the passing game is the jump ball). 


STANFORD: Maybe this is 
lm the year QB Kevin Hogan 
becomes the player that can 
71 carry an offense, instead of a 

caretaker. Or maybe we're too 
quick to compare Hogan to Andrew Luck. 
How many other teams would take a 48/21 
‘TD-to-INT ratio, and a QB rating of at least 
145 the last three years? If Stanford runs 
with power and consistency again, Hogan 
will become that game-changing player. 


MISSISSIPPI STATE: An 
important year for coach Dan 
Mullen and his program. He 
says Mississippi State can be a 
team that rebuilds in the SEC 
and withstand heavy losses to graduation 
and the NFL, At this point this fall, it’s elite 
QB Dak Prescott and a whole lot of 
questions (see: new starters). 


EX-UAB PLAYERS 


NOW SCATTERED ACROSS 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL LANDSCAPE 


By WILL LONG, Assistant Editor 


With UAB's football program folding 
after the 2014 season, players were 
allowed to transfer to other programs 
without having to sit out during 2015, 
Inall, there Were 55 ex-Blazers enrolled 
at other schools at press time, Of the 
departed players, linebacker Jake Ganus 
has the opportunity to make the biggest 
impact, as he is in contention fora starting 
job for Georgia heading into the summer. 

In terms of programs, a couple Sun Belt 
Conference teams benefited the most, 
with 10 former Blazers moving downstate 
from Birmingham to Mobile to play for 
‘South Alabama and six going east across 
the border to compete for Georgia State, 
In fact, you might say the South Alabama 
offense is undergoing a UAB makeover, 
as the Jags! coordinator (Bryant Vincent), 
starting quarterback (Cody Clements) and 
starting quard (Cameron Blankenship) all 
held the same positions last year at UAB, 

Below isa list of the schools that 
landed the former Blazers. Fora full list of 
transfers, see “New Destinations” on pages 
204-205. 


‘Mbany State > 1 Montana State > 1 
‘Arkansas State > 1 ‘Murray State > 1 
‘Arkansas-Pine Bluff » 4 North Alabama » 1 
‘Bethune-Cookman * 1 North Dakata » 1 


Buffalo + 1 OldahomaState * 1 
Chattanooga » 2 Old Dominion > 1 
CoastalCarolina > 1 Richmond » 1 
Delta State > 1 ‘SamHouston State » 1 
Georgia > 1 ‘Samford » 1 
GeorgiaSouthern > 1 SanDiegoState > 1 
GeorgiaState > 6 ‘South Alabama » 10 
Indiana > 2 ‘Southern Miss » 1 
Jackson State * 1 Tennessea-Martin » 1 
Jacksonville State * 1 Tennessee State > 1 
Kennesaw State» 1 Toledo * 1 
Louisville * 1 Troy > 
Massachusetts * 1 Western Kentucky » 3 
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if a Most Improved Award was 
handed out for the 2014 college 
football season, Boykin would own it. 
In 2013, he completed 105 passes, 
ran 105 times and caught 26 passes, 
accounting for 14 TDs. Last season, 
with coach Gary Patterson going 
all-in with the all-out offensive 
attack, Boykin became the full-time 
QBand threw for 3,714 yards, ran for 
659 and was responsible for 39 TDs. 
He should be better in 2015. 


l TREVONE DOVKIN, O68, 


OHIO STATE 

Yes, we know this much: Only 
one player can win the Heisman 
Trophy. And this, too: It's unlikely two 
quarterbacks from the same team 
can compete for college football's 
most prestigious award. That's nat 
even taking into account Braxton 
Miller, But you can’t ignore what 
Jones did in three cames-the Big Ten 
‘Championship, the CFP semifinal and 
‘the CFP title ame. He won them, 
threw for 742 yards and five TDs and 
gained nearly 100 more yards on the 
ground, He has to start for Urban 
Meyer, right? 


a ean 


OHIO STATE 

IF things had gone according 
to plan in 2014, Barrett would have 
watched Braxton Miller win the 
Heisman and get the Buckeyes into 
the first College Football Playoff. 
Instead, Miller was injured, Barrett 
stepped in, carried Ohio State to a 
playoff berth (credit the topper to 


4 4.7. BARRETT, OB, 


Cardale Jones) before suffering a 
season-ending injury in the regular- 
season finale against Michigan. 
Barrett put up record-breaking 
numbers-imagine what he'll do 
with an offseason to mentally and 
physically prepare to run Urban 
Meyer's offense. That is, ifhe wins 
the starting job, 


SICK CHUBE, Aa, 

GEORGIA 

In Georgia's first five games of 
2014, he had 31 carries for 224 yards 
and two TDs. When Todd Gurley was 
suspended and injured, Chubb became 
the lead back and ran for at least 113 
yards in each of the Bulldogs’ final 
seven games, He totaled 1,281 yards 
and 12 TDs and also proved capable of 
catching the ball out of the backfield. 
He's a mess to tackle and wears on 
defenses as the game progresses. He 
should have backfield help to keep 
him from carrying the ball 68 times 
in back-to-back games-tike he did in 
Wins vs, Missouri and Arkansas. 


EZEKIEL ELLIOTT, RE, 

OHIO STATE 

Make no mistake, while all the 
attention in Columbus surrounds 
which quarterback will get the 
‘most snaps in 2015, it’s Elliott who 
makes Urban Meyer's offense so 
efficient. Yes, the quarterbacks are 
spectacular, but without Elliott's 
ability to grind for yards and break 
the big one, the Buckeyes aren’t 
clear-cut favorites to win it all again 
this year. In OSU's final three games, 
he ran for 220, 230 and 246 yards, 
respectively, with eight touchdowns. 


Handicappin 
the Pe Nal 


Here are the 10 we're watching for college football's ultimate individual 
prize heading into the season—plus five who are waiting in the wings. 


BYKENBRADLEY | Sporting Newscollege football editor 


DESHAUN WATSON, Q8, 

CLEMSON 

Watson's body of work is 
basically four games in 2014. He 
completed 67.9 percent of his passes 
for 266 yards in coming off the bench 
and nearly teading Clemson past 
Florida State. He threw for 435 yards 
and six TDs in beating North Carolina 
‘and had two passing TDs and two on 
the ground in beating N.C. State. He 
was 14-for-19 for 269 yards, two TDs 
and two rushing scores while playing 
with a torn ACL in beating South 
Carolina, When he's healthy—or just 
sort of healthy—he's as dynamic a 
playmaker as there is in the country, 


Prescott was one of the 
Heisman front-runners for a good 
part of 2014. It looked like he could 
move on to the NFL but, after the 
season ended with losses in two 
of the Bulldogs’ final three games, 
Prescott decided to take another run 
at getting MSU to the playoffs and 
improving his draft stock, There's 
‘no question that he can do it all. 
Prescott threw for 2,987 yards and 
24 TDs and ran for 939 yards and 13 
more scores in 2014. 


SAMAJE PERINE. RB, 

OKLAHOMA 

Coaches never know what 
they'll get froma true freshman until 
he takes the field and gets hit by the 
big boys. It’s a good thing for Perine 
that he arrived in Norman pretty 
big already (5-11, 237 pounds). He 
carried the ball just 32 times (for 177 
yards, TD) in Oklahoma’s first three 
games of 2014. He then became the 
go-to guy with a 34-carry, 242-yard, 
four-TD performance against West 
Virginia. Then, against Kansas, he 
rushed for a single-game-record 427 
yards with five TDs. He ran for 791 
yards and 10 TDs in OU's final three 
‘games of the regular season. Yes, 
that’s Heisman level. 


ROYCE FREEMAN, RB, 

OREGON 

Much like Samaje Perine, 
Freeman received carries early on last. 
season, just not the bulk of them. His 
first 100-yard game came in Oregon's 
sixth of the campaign, a 121-yard 
effort against UCLA. From there, 
he ran for 169, 112, 98, 99, 105, 
135 and 137 yards, respectively, in 
becoming a perfect complement to 
Heisman-winning QB Marcus Mariota. 
Expect Freeman to get more carries 
in2015~at 6-0 and 230 pounds he 
can carry the load~and the Heisman 
spotlight will keep shining in Eugene. 


usc 

The junior made marked 
improvements from 2013 to 2014. 
His completion percentage rose 
(65.4 percent to 70.7), hs passing 
yardage increased (2,967 to 3,505), 
his TDs went up (20 to 39) and his 
interceptions went dawn (7 to 5). If 
he continues that improvement in 
2015, you'll see him in New York. 


MORE TOWATCH 


> DALVINCOOK, RB, Florida 
State: If he plays anything like he 
did as a true freshman, there's a 
good bet he quickly climbs this list. 
» JAMES CONNER, RB, 
Pittsburgh: One of the nation's 
top runners. Can he push toward a 
2,000-yard season? 

» SCOOBY WRIGHT, (8, 
Arizona: We have to place a defender 
on this list, right? Wright's that guy. 
> CONNORCOOK, 05, 
Michigan State: Experienced on a 
team with a scheme he excels in— 
Cook quietly can become a Heisman 
contender. 

> RASHARDHIGGINS, WR, 
Colorado State: The nation's top 
returning receiver, but how much 
will he progress with coach Jim 
McElwain gone to Florida? 


| CODY KESSLER, QB, 
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Dotting thei 


Factoring in facilities, coaching, 
recruiting bases and tan support, 
Ohio State tops our annual list 

of college football's top overall 
programs. 


BY MATT HAYES 


t seemed innocent enough. 
There was Jameis Winston, after 
accepting a few NFL Combine 
coaching tips from new Michigan 
‘coach Jim Harbaugh, breaking 
into impromptu praise for all things 
Maize-and-Blue. 
“Florida State, we're a very 


Prestigious school,” Winston told 
the University of Michigan athletics 
site MGoBlue,com. "We have 
nice stuff, but we don't have this. 
They're so much more advanced 
than us," 

Suddenly, it was hip to be 
Michigan again 

Hot new coach, sparkling, state~ 
of-the-art facilities and all of six Big 
Ten wins over the last two seasons. 

But Winston’s bold statement 
also underscored this reality: 
building an elite program is as much 
about who is coaching as what's 
in place around him. Like it or not, 


a program can have everything in 
place to be successful, and then 
Brady Hoke comes along and the 
next thing you know, youmay as 
well be Central Michigan, 

No offense, Chippewas, 

‘AS we head into the 2015 
season, we break down the top 10 
programs in college foothall with 
the understanding that it's more 
than just bricks and mortar and 
recruiting bases. 


i. OHIOSTATE 
Facilities? As good as any 
program in the college 
game, Recruiting base? Strong, and 
increasing with coach Urban Meyer's 
ability to recruit in the talent-rich 
states of Georgia and Florida. Then 
there's the coaching staff: Meyer's. 
success at Florida (and eventual 
decline) can be traced to his staff 
(and eventually losing assistants to 
head-coaching jobs). How he handles 
the transition this time around will be 
critical to sustained success. 


TEXAS 
(0 the Longhorns haven't 
been relevant since 2009. 
Walk around the football 
sin Austin; NFL teams are 
envious. Players (and coaches) lack 
for nothing, and have their own 
television network. They're also the 
big dog (sorry, Texas A&M) in the 
state that pumps out more FBS talent 
than any other. When the Longhorns 
have it rolling with the right coach 
(see that?), recruits beg to play for 
them. Mack Brown was there in the 
early and mid-2000s: Charlie Strona 
will get there, too. 


12 2015 SPORTING NEWS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


usc 
The brand is so powerful 

m that it has overcome 
debilitating scholarship cuts that 
would have gutted many other 
programs, Think about this: rock- 
bottom for the Trojans was 2013, 
when they fired their coach in the 
middle of the season—and still won 
10 games. Weeks later, new coach 
Steve Sarkisian landed a top-10 
recruiting class, A year after that, 
while recruiting without the cloud of 
probation, Sarkisian landed the No. 1 
class in the nation, 


Lsu 

No other program in 
college football has been 
so depleted by early entries to the 
NFL (17 in last two years alone), and 
still continued to play at such a high 
level. That's a credit to not only coach 
Les Miles and his staff, but to the 
program's ability to attract players 
with the foundation in place. There's 
fo better stadium in college football, 
and the state of Louisiana is wildly 
underrated for high school talent. 


FLORIDA 
Ayear or two ago, Florida 
is No. 2 oF 3,andan 
argument could be made for No. 

1, The geographic footprint for 
recruiting is unrivaled, the Gators 
are still the marquee academic/ 
athletic school in the SEC and Steve 
Spurrier and Urban Meyer made it 

a destination. The downturn under 
Will Muschamp was significant, but 
so are the aging facilities. Florida 
has plans for a new outdoor practice 
facility, but the upgrades can't stop 
there—especially considering what's 
going on in the rest of the SEC. 


MICHIGAN 
)? A year ago, you'd laugh at 
the very thought of it, But 
think of Michigan asa loaf of bread: 
old yeast leaves the loaf dense, 
heavy and inedible. Fresh yeast 
raises everything. New coach Jim 
Harbaugh is your fresh yeast; he’s 
the one guy who walks into the room 
and there is instant credibility. With 
that, everything that always has been 
inplace to support winning looks a 
Whole lot better. No other hire could 
have done that for Michigan, 


ALABAMA 
his program is the 
absolute, unequivocal 
‘example of the power of one coach. 


Before Nick Saban arrived, Alabama 
had fallen into the trap of coaches 
who didn’t work-and a program 
that was in decay an and off the 
field. Saban arrives and wins, and the 
facilities are upgraded, the stadium 
becomes a palace and Alabama's 
recruiting base Is wherever Saban 
saysit is, That doesn’t happen with 
Mike Shula or Dennis Franchione or 
Mike DuBose. 


FLORIDASTATE 
Another example of the 
power of a coach, For all 
the good Bobby Bowden did at FSU— 
he built the dadqum place—it had 
fallen off as his career wound down, 
The product wasn't good, and the 
foundation and support around it was 
tired and worn, Credit the university 
with making a commitment to build 
and upgrade facilities and support 
for Fisher, and for seeing what Fisher 
could bring (and not letting him get 
away). All things being equal, FSU is 
a close second to Florida in recruiting 
the talent-rich state, But all things, 
clearly, are not equal right now. 


OREGON 

Money makes everything 
better. Before Nike king 
Phil Knight got involved, Oregon 
wasan afterthought of a program. 
Now the Ducks, with Knight's money 
and state-of-the-art facilities, are 
one of the hottest names in college 
sports, The brand that Knight built 
with cash-and coaches Mike Bellotti, 
Chip Kelly and Mark Helfrich have 
developed on the field—has allowed 
this program to rise among the 

elite despite its less-than-average 
recruiting base in the Northwest, The 
brand is So good that Oregon recruits 
(successfully) on a national level. 


NOTRE DAME 

There is still the natural 
draw of Notre Dame, of 
tradition and history and pageantry. 
The rest of the program must catch 

up (hello, stadium upgrades). The 
days of high school players dreaming 
to play for Notre Dame are gone. The 
trish are battling in recruiting trenches 
like everyone else, where sustained 
sticcessis the key to making itall 
work, Think about this: the year coach 
Brian Kelly got the Irish to the national 
title game, Will Muschamp was a 
Notre Dame loss from getting Florida 
there. That's how quickly it can turn, 
especially considering nat much has 
happened since for Kelly. 
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ere’ 'S OUL. bucketlist i king of the top pregame experiences 
in college footbalt. aN 


By Pete Wi nisin 
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ollege football, more than 
any other sports event, is 
about more than just the 
game, It's about weekends 
(some three or four days 
long), highlighted by a 
massive tailgate experience 
where fans enjoy not just 
food and drink but game-day traditions— 
and even family parking spots~that go 
back decades, 

Many fans put as much preparation 
into tailgating as their teams do for the 
games. And while the South might have 
a weather advantage when it comes to 
tailgating, especially after Halloween, 
great tailgating can be found all over the 
country. 

For college football fans, there 
probably is no such thing as bad 
tailgating and this list could have gone 
30 deep easily. In the interest of space, 
here's our look at what we consider the 
10 best tailgating environments in college 
football, 


Jacksonville, Fla. 
[|| (elorida/Georgia game) 
d Good arguments could be made 
© for both Gainesville and Athens 

to be included on this list. But when you 
take both rabid fan bases and bring them 
annually to a neutral site that happens to 
be a riverfront NFL stadium surrounded 
by massive parking lots, you have one of 
college football’s most passionate tailgate 
scenes, often referred to as the “World's 
Largest Outdoor Cocktail Party.” 

EverBank Field, like most NFL 
stadiums, lacks college-town charm, 
but the schools bring the game-day 
atmosphere to the parking lots with live 
bands, tents and even a UF-UGA Hall 
of Fame. Before hosting Super Bow! 
39 in 2005, the stadium added several 
party areas and the capacity to expand 


with temporary seats from 67,164 to 

well more than 82,000, all of which are 
needed for the Florida-Georgia game. 
‘The stadium sits along the St. John’s 
River and tailgating extends to the boats 
docked near the stadium, This year’s 
party scene could be the rowdiest ever as 
the game takes place on Halloween, 


Clemson 

Clemson often seems like an SEC 

school trapped in the ACC and 

© that extends to tailgating, the 

best in the South according to Southern 
Living magazine in 2012, The Tigers have 
returned to their late-1980s dominance 
in recent years, which has fueled the 
passions of a town that shares its name 
and identity with the university. It seems, 
like every resident shows up clad in 
orange to pitch a tailgate tent on game 
day and watch the Tigers rub Howard's 
Rock as they run down the hill into the 
stadium. Many fans accent their tailgate 
spreads with Clemson Blue Cheese, 
created by a school professor in 1940. 
‘Tailgating isn’t just a pre-game activity 
at Clemson, which has a long tradition 
of letting your game ticket get you in 
and out at halftime, With 81,500 
descending upon “Death Valley, 
any wonder so many wait out the post- 
game traffic with more tailgating? 


W Penn State 
W Happy Valley has such a long 


(] tradition with tailgating that it 
| inspired both a documentary and 

a cookbook in the 1980s. Tailgating gets 
under way early around “Nittanyville” 
(formerly “Paternoville”) from the 
tent city students put up several days 
before game day to get the best seats 

in the student section to the RV lot 
outside Beaver Stadium, which opens 
at 6 p.m. on the Thursday before home 
games. Since most RVs are white, the 
sea of hulking vehicles only adds to the 


blue-and-white ambience of multi- 
generation alumni tailgating. It's no 
surprise that a school with 106,572-seat 
Beaver Stadium has some of the nation’s 
largest tailgating fields, including a few 
where animals roam during the week. 
Throw in one of college football’s best 
marching bands performing pregame 
and the endless chants of “We are ,.. 
Penn State!” and the Nittany Lion tailgate 
is memorable whether you have a ticket 
to the game or not. 


Texas A&M 

Nobody starts game day earlier 

than the Aggies, who get under 

® way with the “Midnight Yell” 

pep rally at Kyle Field that dates back 
to 1913. At the end of this yell practice, 
the stadium lights go out and Aggies 
kiss their dates. By the time the sun 
comes up, College Station has become 
a full-blown tailgate scene with more 
than 100,000 maroon-clad fans firing 
up Texas-style barbecue. There’s also 
the Aggie Fan Zone, a pedestrian-only 
area adjacent to the stadium that opens 
three and a half hours before kickoff. An 
hour later is the team arrival and “spirit 
Walk” to the locker room, followed by 
the Corps March-In, where the Corps of 
Cadets steps off the quad to the hnom 
ofa cannon and marches behind the 
Aggie Band to Kyle Field. There students 
stand all game, creating the legendary 
“Jath Man” cacophony that contributes 
to Texas A&M being one of the most 
well-rounded, we've-gor-it-all game-day 
experiences in college football. 


Washington 

Seattle isn’t exactly a college 

football hotbed and the Huskies 

& have posted just one 10-win 

season since 1991. But the waterfront 
Husky Stadium attracts a flotilla of boats 
on game days that form a giant, upscale 
tailgate party that's both the best way to 
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arrive at a football game and the easiest 
to beat the traffic, Unlike the canoes 
and kayaks floating beyond right field 
at San Francisco’s McCovey Cove, the 
vessels that show up in Husky Harbor 
are more of the mid-six figure and up 
variety, though some fans arrive via large 
charters or personal watercraft. Huskies 
fans have spectacular views (Cascade 
Mountains, Olympic Mountains) and 
draw from the Pacific Northwest for 

a seafood “boatgate” spread. Some 

fans never make it into the stadium, 
preferring to watch on flat-screens in 
yachts that in some cases are bigger and 
plusher than the suites inside. 


Notre Dame 

Arguably the “mecca” of college 

football, Notre Dame offers a 

& game-day experience unlike 

any other and that extends to tailgating. 
‘There are the signature landmarks like 
‘Touchdown Jesus, the golden dome, 
the grotto and the ghosts of legends that 
supposedly roam the campus. On football 
Fridays, fans can walk the same tunnel 
to the field that every Notre Dame team 
has gone through since 1931. The school's 
famed Glee Club performs on Fridays 
and game days. So does the 380-member 
band, which marches to the stadium 45 
minutes before kickoff accompanied by 
the Irish Guard, cheerleaders and the 
leprechaun mascot. You can even throw 
the ball around at the team’s practice 
field, which is open to the public from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m, on game days. Sure it 
will be much colder in South Bend than 
anywhere in the SEC in November, but 
that only adds to the atmosphere, which 
even the most avid Notre Dame haters 
concede is pretty special. 


Tennessee 
Like University of Washington 
fans, Tennessee's orange-clad 

® “Vol Navy” has taken advantage 


ofa nearby body of water to arrive at 
the game in style since the 1960s. But 
nobody can match the Volunteer faithful 
for sheer number of fans for tailgating 
whether on land or by sea, with some 
boats arriving alongside Neyland 
Stadium days before the game to drop 
anchor and roll out the barbecue, 
‘Tennessee’s “Vol Walk” is not as original 
or old as Auburn's “Tiger Walk,” but 

the team's stroll along Peyton Manning 
Pass and Phillip Fulmer Way is one of 
the better entrances in college football. 
The Volunteers’ struggles in recent years 
haven’t dampened the enthusiasm for 
tailgating in or along the Tennessee 
River, pregame or postgame. [fanything, 
it has just inspired fans to drink more 
Tennessee whiskey. 


Ole Miss 

With 10 well-manicured acres 

of elms, oaks and magnolias, 

© “The Grove" is the Holy Grail 

of tailgating, though with automobiles 
disallowed in 1991 it’s actually a sea 
of red, white and blue tents that start 
appearing on Friday evening. Students 
and alumi don blazers and bowties, 
dresses and heels, and serve Southern 
cuisine on tables set with flowers, silver 
and kitchenware. As a kid, future Rebels 
quarterback Eli Manning once played 
football in The Grove with his friends 
not far from where his parents, Archie 
and Olivia, had a tent. The highlight 
of The Grove experience is the “Walk 
of Champions,” where players walk 
through The Grove on their way to 
Vaught Hemingway Stadium, It’s not the 
biggest tailgate scene in college football, 
butit’s every bit as passionate and 
definitely the most upscale. 


Wisconsin 

Badger fans depart from the usual 

burgers-and-barbecue tailgate fare 
& with brats and cheese, perhaps 


the most distinct and beloved tailgate 
food, along with lots of beer. But that’s 
just one reason Madison is one of the best 
tailgate destinations—even though it lacks 
the RV-and-tent sprawl of other schools. 
Some find parking in neighborhoods, 
often in front of student parties. Camp. 
Randall Stadium is surrounded mostly 
by student housing and the kids start the 
parties early on game day. Adjacent to 
the stadium is Regent Street, a stretch of 
bars and restaurants perfect for pregame 
and postgame. The Wisconsin marching 
band plays pregame at the “Badger Bash,” 
billed as the “best tailgate party in the 
state.” Two hours before game time is 
the “Arch March,” where the players 
walk through the original Civil War-era 
structure that harkens back to when 
Camp Randall was a military training 
ground. 


isu 

It’s not the only school with a Tiger 

mascot, a world-class marching 

© band, a stadium nicknamed Death 

Valley or a legendary tailgate scene with 
awesome local cuisine. But it belongs 
in the debate for best in all categories 
and has the No. 1 overall combination. 
Game days in Baton Rouge attract up 
to 300,000 purple-clad revelers who 
watch the 325-member LSU Tiger Band 
march from the band hall to the top 
of Victory Hill, catch a glimpse of the 
440-pound Siberian-Bengal mixed 
“Mike the Tiger” mascot in his $3 
million habitat, and enjoy the best food 
in college football. Tailgating, at its 
essence, is about the food and Tiger tans 
enjoy Cajun delicacies such as seafood 
gumbo, jambalaya, crawfish, shrimp. 
and gator—and not just when Florida is 
in town. All of it happens amid a festive 
party atmosphere of tent cities and 
motor homes that spring up as early as 
‘Thursday and continues long after the 
game. 


Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/SNYearbooks 
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2015 Conference Overview 


AMERICAN 


ATHLETIC CONFERENCE 


East Division 


Cincinnati 
Bow Projection: 
UCF 

Bow Projection: St. Petersbura Bowl 
East Carolina 

Bow Projection: Cure Bowl 


> Temple 


itary Bowl 


UConn 


> South Florida 


West Division 


> Memphis 
Bow! Projection: Birmingham Bowl 


» Houston 
Bow! Projection: Armed Forces Bowl 


Navy 

Bow Projection: Miami Beach Bowl 
SMU 

Tulane 


> Tulsa 


2015 SPORTING NEWS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Keenan Reynolds, QB, N 


Navy's arrival means first 
championship game for AAC 


BYERIC BAILEY 


The American Athletic Conference has 
witnessed change in each of its first three 
seasons. 

The league entered the college football 
landscape in 2013. Last fall, three new 
schools were welcomed into the conference. 

More change occurs this season as Navy 
becomes a football-only member to increase 
The American to 12 schools. It is Navy's first 
league inclusion in 135 seasons. 

“it’s great that we're going to add Navy, 
although | don’t think our defensive coaches 
like the fact that we're bringing in Navy,” 
says first-year Houston coach Tom Herman. 
(think it helps make The American the 
most nationally relevant non-Power Five 
conference in the country.” 

The Naval Academy's addition allows the 
league to break into two six-team divisions, 
with an inaugural conference championship 
played at the end of the season. One 
champion will be decided after splitting the 
league title three ways (UCF, Cincinnati, 
Memphis) in 2014. 

“It's great that we have a conference 
championship,” says UCF coach George 
O'Leary, whose team has won back-to- 


PACNUING 


THREE STORIES 10 WATCH 


back titles. “I've always thought that was 
something that we want to be involved in.” 

The American welcomes three new head 
coaches at Houston (Herman), SMU (Chad 
Morris) and Tulsa (Philip Montgomery). All 
are former offensive coordinators coming 
off of successful stints at Power Five schools. 
They plan to bring their dynamic attacks to 
the league. 

“There's already some really quality 
offenses in this league,” says Herman, who 
called plays for defending national champion 
Ohio State. “That's a lot of history of good 
offensive football in a lot of these places. 
Everything just seemed to happen to fall 
into place where all three of us offensive 
coordinators had a chance to take jobs when 
they opened simultaneously." 

The league will took to make noise during 
nonconference play. League schools will play 
four of the top eight teams from last year's 
AP Top 25 poll—SMU vs. TCU and Baylor, USF 
will play at Florida State and Tulane travels to 
Georgia Tech. Others on the nonconference 
schedule for AAC schools include traditional 
Powers Notre Dame, Stanford, Penn State, 
Florida, Oklahoma and Virginia Tech. 

“It's going to be a tough league, but | love 
it,” ECU coach Ruffin McNeill says. 


] Anchors aweigh: Navy spent the previous 
| 134 years playing as an independent, but 
will make its conference football debut witha 
‘Sept. 19 home game against East Carolina. 


CBIS RECAUITING RANKINGS 


by Barton Simmons, 247Sports 


1 Cincinnati 

2° SouthFlorida 

3 Ucr c 
4 Temp! 4 
5 Memphis 2 
6 smu B 
7 Houston 9 
8 EastCarolina 4 
9 Tulane 19 
10 Connecticut B 
NoNavy 4 
2 Tulsa 19 


ALL-AMERICAN ATHLETIC 


© OFFENSE 


Q8 Gunner Kiel, 1., Cincinnati * 


RB Kenneth Farrow, 5, Houston 
RB- Marlon Mack, So., South Florida 
OL tke Harts, Sr, East Carolina 
OL Garrett stafford, Sr, Tulsa 
OL Kyle Friend, Sx, Tempe 
OL J.T. Boyd, 1, East Carolina 
OL Parker Ehinger, Si. Cincinnati 
TE Alan Cross, St, Memphis 
WR Isaiah Jones, J, East Carolina 
WR Kevan Lucas, Jr. Tulsa 

© DEFENSE 
DL Derrick Alexander, 5, Tulsa 
DL Thomas Niles, Sr, iC 
DL Matt loannidis, Sr, Temple 
DL. Praise Martin-Oguike, J, Teniple 
18. Tyler Matakevich, Sr, Temple 
LB Zeek Bigger, Sr., East Carolina 

Nico Marley, Jr, Tulane 

DB. william Jackson, Sr, Houston 

DB Josh Hawkins, Sr, East Carolina 

DB Adrian McDonald, Sr, Houston 

DB Trevon Stewart, Sr., Houston 


© SPECIALISTS 


K Andrew Gantz, So., Cincinnatl 
P. Mattias Ciabatti, Sr, South Florida 


OVERRATED 


MEMPHIS 
@& » Coach Justin Fuente has 
injected a championship men- 


tality into the program after last year’s 
first conference crown since 1971. But 
with plenty of new faces on defense, can 
the Tigers maintain their success? 


No more sharing: Last season, three 

schools (UCF, Cincinnati and Memphis) 
shared conference championship. With 
twodivisions, aleaguetitlegamewas 
formed and one champion willbe crowned. 


yoraL | 
‘SCHOOL PLAYERS 
Ey 
n 


2a7srorr=COMPOSITE 


a.star_ | 
RECRUITS 


A-STAR 


RECRUITS | RECRUITS POINTS 


et seg~sansee 


0 
1 
0 
1 
a 
a 
0 
0 
0 
0 
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Kiel’s college career took time to develop. 

He was at Notre Dame in 2012,, sat outdue 
to transfer rules in 2013 and finally took the 
field last season. He (ed the league in passing 
efficiency and, now that he has grasped the 
Cincinnati offense, could guide the Bearcats 
toaconference ttle. 


Gunner Ki 


UNDERRATED 


NAVY 

& » Navy, as an independent, was 
often tested by tough noncon- 

ference schedules. Look for those expe- 

riences to pay off in AAC play, especially 


with record-setting quarterback Keenan 
Reynolds running the offense. 


New hires get offensive: Houston's Tom 

Herman, SMU's Chad Morris and Tulsa's 
Philip Montgomery were prolific OCs else- 
where last season. They now want to bring 
that success to their new schools. 


AATING THE AAC 


‘© FASTEST RECEIVER 

Demarcus Ayers, Houston 

‘The American's 2013 Special Teams Player of the Year has 
proven his speed on kick returns and should get plenty of 
receiving opportunities under new coach Tom Herman. 


© BEST HANDS 

Keevan Lucas, WR, Tulsa 

The slot receiver had 101 catches for a stagnant offense last year 
‘and could excel in new coach Philip Montgomery's style af play 


© BEST PASSING QB 

Gunner Kiel, Cincinnati 

Kiel led the league in passing efficiency last season, hi 
acollege quarterback. 


© BEST RUNNING QB 

Keenan Reynolds, Navy 

With 64 rushing touchdowns, he is already the career leader for a 
quarterback and is just 14 away from setting the all-time NCAA mark. 


‘© MOST ELUSIVE RB 

Marlon Mack, South Florida 

The bright spot for the Bulls, Mack has a knack for making 
defenders miss. 


(© BEST INSTINCTS 

Greg Ward Jr., Q8, Houston 

Ward has a knack for knowing when to run without looking 
around and knows where to make a cut, spin, you name it. 

‘© BEST ATHLETE 

Kenneth Farrow, R8, Houston 

Led The American with 15 total touchdowns last season and 
was second in the league with 1,037 yards (5.6 per carry), 


© MOST LIKELY TO SUCCEED (OFF THE FIELD) 
Joey Grant, C, UCF 

The redshirt senior is already working toward his master’s 
degree in the school's Sport Business Management Program, 
and he is heavily involved in community-service activities. 


‘© BEST UNDER PRESSURE 

Nico Marley, (8, Tulane 

At5-9, he is one of the smallest linebackers in the FBS, but his 
ability to take on leadership and make plays can be impressive. 


© TOPNFL PROSPECT 

Zeck Bigger, (8, East Carolia 

Bigger's instincts at linebacker could make him a nice pickup to 
play on Sundays. 


‘© TOPIMPACT FROSH 

Deondre Farrier, WR, East Carolina 

AParade All-American, he set a Florida state prep record with 
118 receptions for 1,850 yards and 22 TDs in Orlando last fall. 


‘© HARDEST HITTER 

Zeek Bigger, 18, East Carolina 

The inside ‘backer had 140 tackles last season, with 94 of the 
stops coming on rushing plays. 


© BIGGEST OVERACHIEVER 

Adrian McDonald, S, Houston 

He didn't play defense in high school, but since moving there 
in 2012, he has created 18 total turnovers in his career—13 
interceptions and five fumble recoveries. 


© BEST INTERVIEW 
Tommy Tuberville, 
The veteran coach 
from "telling it like: 
(© BEST COACH AS STRATEGIST 

Ken Niumatalolo, Navy 

Hes the all-time-winningest coach in Navy history and has led 
the Midshipmen to six bowl games in seven years. 


‘© BEST COACH AS RECRUITER 

Ruffin McNeill, East Carolina 

The coach’s recruiting pitch revolves around family, and he 
often wins over parents with a solid first impression. 


(© HOTTEST SEAT 

Willie Taggart, Sout!) Florida 

With only six victories in his first two seasons, 2015 could bea 
make-or-break year for the coach, 


© BEST VENUE 

Dowdy-Ficklen Stadium, East Carolina 

The home of East Carolina—where “Purple Haze” plays while 
the team enters through purple smoke—has led all non-Power 
5 conference members in attendance over the past three years. 


coach, Cincinnati 
sa friendly nature and doesn't shy away 


Follow Sporting News Yearbooks on Twitter @SN_Yrbks 


analy UEDEWYy 


CINCINNATI 


REARCATS 


Gunner Kiel 


‘This has the makings of a special season for Cincinnati football, 

The Bearcats return the nucleus of an offense that moved the 
football last season. All the skill players return, led by quarterback FHQJECTED STARTERS 
Gunner Kiel. @ OFFEN 

The defense, granted, will need improving. But depth has been QB Gunner Kiel (6-4, 208, Jr.) 


6 built over the past few seasons and new faces could emerge. AB Mike Boone (5-10, 205,50) 
‘The Bearcats are coming off UT Parker Ehinger (7, 315, 5) 
beiekto back'9-4 campaiens LG AyanLeahy 6-6, 295, 1) 
Pea © _Deyshawn Bond (6-2, 29, Jr) 
‘under coach Tommy DIFFERENCE-M AKER RG Delonte Murray {6-5, 311, Jr) 
a. 


Tuberville. Cincinnati shared RT Justin Murray (6-5, 295, Sr.) 
the AAC championship with Gunner Kiel, QB TE DJ Dowdy (6-4, 241, Jr) 
UCF and Memphis last season WR Mekale McKay (6-6, 195, Sr) 


and is hoping for a spot in the WR. Max Morrison (6-1, 173, Sr) 


% 
oO 
a inaugural league championship parted WR. Shaq Washington (5-9, 174, Sr) 
SUIS SCHEDULE sai, where one tue before inal signing Ld 
oy 208 champion will emerge. DE_ silverberry Mouhon (6-4, 252, Sr) 
s Where does Tuberville think DT Alex Pace (6-2, 295, Jr) 
= 55 Alabama A&M the Bearcats are at entering his DT Cortez Broughtan (6-3, 280, Fr.) 
c S12 Temple 46 third season? DE Mark Wilson (6-3, 225, So.) 
a] S18 @MIAMI(OH) 324 “We're pretty good. We're UB Eric Wilson (6-2, 225.) 
a S20 @MEMPHIS 41 getting more of the type of wu Clemente Casseus (6-1, 227, Sr) 
0} Wiami(l) EeD | ravers tichere that Urwhat LB Leviticus Payne (5-10, 192, Sr) 
& on @ov CB. Grant Coleman (5-0, 176, Jt.) 
0.24 Connecticut 0 we want to do on offense and CB Adrian Witty (5-10, 187, Sr) 
03) UCr defense,” Tuberville told the $-_Andre Jones 6-1, 197, Jr) 
A) @HOUSTON 38:30 Cincinnati Enquirer. “We've S$ Zach Edwards (5-11, 186, Jr.) 
Aud Tusa got a good team but we need > 
20 @SOUTHFLORIOA yay _—‘* take another step forward. K Andrew Gantz (5-9, 158, 50) 
(20) @EASTCAROLINA s44q- We need to play better against P_ Sam Geraci(6-4, 217, $0.) 
some of the higher-ranked teams that we play. We need to finish ‘Sporting News AllAmerican 
stronger. Last year we reeled off what, six or seven straight (wins), 
then we lose in the bowl game.” 
Kiel threw for 3,254 yards last year and tied a school record RECRUITWGREPORT “22>=ron= 
with 31 scoring passes. The Bearcats return their top seven 
receivers, highlighted by Shaq Washington, who had 66 catches PSIGNE —— 
and four touchdowns last year. Mike Boone (650 yards, 9 TDs) is | Ross Trail, hs *s 
partial the top running back and he'll be pressed by Hosey Williams and © Kahlil Lewis, Wim «= 
| Defensive cabtinators ion Gicen. SEE CONSE MER 
| perth Safety Zach Edwards had 121 tackles last season and will 
provide leadership on defense. Throughout the 2035 recut 
| “They've put their nose to the grindstone, played well, Pacateoainees 
i practiced well,” Tuberville said. “We just need to take another majorite: tot eore pitepects 
step forward. It's not going to happen overnight, but I think we've a hes ony disp ae 
_ ” of rustin their own eye lande 
got a real good chance to have a good football team next year. Fb se eis elt 
TTTNM AAC. While there are elite talents 
y i like quarterback Ress Trail joining + 
‘The Bearcats, under Kiel, will provide headaches for opposing the fold, coach Tommy Tuberville S 
defenses. The key element willbe the production of the defense. _‘tustedhisstaffsevaluationon z 
It must vastly improve from last season. But all the tools are in Pavia rye eto 
place for a conference championship run. Virginia. 
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PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Justin Holman (6-4, 213, Jr.) 
RB_ Will Stanback (6-1, 225, Jr) 
UT Aaron Evans (6-5, 290, So) 
LG Tarik Cook 6-2, 291, Sr.) 

© Joey Grant (6:3, 286, Sr) 
RG Chavis Dickey (6-4, 300, So.) 
RT Chester Brown (6-5, 317, Jr) 
TE Kevin Miller (6-4, 255, Sr.) 
WR Taylor Oldham (6-1, 200, Jr) 
WR Tre’Quan Smith (6-1, 180, Fr) 
WR Jordan Akins (6-3, 237, $0.) 


DE Thomas Niles (6-2, 270, Sr.) 

DT Demetris Anderson (6-2, 299, Sr) 
OT Lance McDowdell 6-4, 310, Sr.) 
DE Miles Pace (6-1, 256, Sr) 

1B Domenic Spencer (5-10, 229, St.) 
LB Chequan Burkett (6-2, 218, 50.) 
1B Errol Clarke (6-1, 240, Sr) 
£8. Killings (6-1, 184, Jr) 

{EB Shaquill Griffin (6-1, 192, ir) 

FS Jared Henry (6-0, 208, Jr) 

SS TreNeal (6-1, 185, Fr.) 


K Connor O'Sullivan (6-0, 221, So.) 
P Caleb Houston (6-1, 200, Jr) 


Sporting News Al-Amercon 


RECRUITING REPORT 


Tristan Payton, Wit «e+ 
* Rashard Causey, © =~ 
* Luke Hiers, © we 


Highlighted by stealingaway 
wide receiver and former USC 
commit Tristan Payton, UCF 
landed the No. 3 class in the AAC. 
Payton was the jewel of the group 
as one of the top receiversin the 
Southeast, butsafety Brandon, 
Scott could becomeastarandisa 
product of the same Louisiana prep 
program that produced perennial 
Pro Bowler Ed Reed. Four incoming 
linebackers and four defensive 
ends should give an injection to the 
front seven as well. 


George O'Leary and his UCF Knights were coming off an 0-11 


season exactly one decade ago. 


These days, the Knights are the talk of the American Athletic 
Conference following back-to-back league championships. And, 
once again, the team will be hunted by league foes. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


Justin Holman, QB 


Justin Holman peaged, the 

anottier thing coming. Before he 

took over as starting quarterback 
thojunior 

Was thought to bea running 

quarterback, coming out of the 

Wing-T off 

School in Stone Mountain, 

the 6-4 biol 

those limiting expectatlo 

2 ing yards and 23 passing 

touchdowns last year. Holman 

also not-aoing to be limited to just 

football, Hs ome a 

radiologist or chiropractor once his 

playing days are over 


“The culture of the program 
has one goi in a conference 
championship every year,” 
O'Leary says. “The kids are 
hungry and understand that.” 

‘The Knights, 15-1 in the first 
two years of American play, 
have set the foundation for 
success. Now they are ready for 
new players to sustain that. 

UCF has good numbers 
returning on offense but must 
have new faces contribute on 
defense, 

Quarterback Justin Holman 
threw for a score in all 13 
games last season. He finished 
with 2,952 passing yards and 23 
touchdowns. 

“'ve been greatly impressed 
with our offense,” O'Leary 
says. “Our quarterback’s: 


composure and poise has gotten better and his confidence level 


is better.” 


Running back Will Stanback, an All-AAC performer, scored 
a league-high 12 rushing touchdowns last season. The Knights 
will have to discover playmakers at wide receiver. The most 
experienced player is Jordan Akins, Taylor Oldham is also a player 


to watch. 


‘The defense, directed by new coordinator Chuck Bresnahan 
(the former USF coordinator), has a lot to work with on the 
defensive line but will have to replace four starters in the 


secondary. 


“1 think it’s the best front four that has been here,” O'Leary 
says. “Among our two-deep, all are back except for one. The 
biggest issue will be replacing the secondary. We have some 
athleticism there but we have to see who picks everything up 
from technique to vision and communication.” 


UCF knows liow to win football games. It is one of the few 
schools nationally to win 30-plus games over the past three years. 
‘The date to circle on its schedule: Oct. 31 at Cincinnati. 


2015 SCHEDULE 
DATE OPPONENT 

5.4 Floridatntemational 
SN @STANFORD 
S\0 Furman 

5.20 @SOUTHCAROLINA 
0.3 @TULANE 

010 Comectin 

07 @TEMPLE 

1.28 Houston 

1 @CINCINNATL 

(7) @TULsA 

(itd EastCarolna 
(27, SouthFloida 


@CACH 


George O'Leary 


Coreerrecord:133:93, 
Offensive coordinator: 
ntKey (Hirstyear) 


Defensivecoordinator 
Chuck Bresnahan (fi 


@ FAGTFACTS 
2Ov4RECORD:9-4 
“hostioNc.starenth 


Site: Orlando 
cfathletics.com 


KNIGHTS 
- 


J 


28-37 
Wi 


a7 


ks Stadiom 
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22 


FAST CAROLINA 


2015 SCHEDULE 

204 
DATE_oPPaweNT nesut 
$5 Towson 
SY @rLoRoA 20-28 
a) @NAVY 
5.26 Virginia Tech 78.2) 
0) @sMu 45.28 
040 @avu 
‘Oy Tulsa 49.532 
17) Temple 1020 
0,30) @coNNecricuT 31) 
J). South Florida 14) 
Aig @uer 02 
25, Cincinat 4654 


3 
Ruffin McNeill 


Sixth yaar (37.27) 
Career reco! 
Offensive coordinat 
Daye Niohol first year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Alok Smith (third ye 


> 
2014 RECORD:8-5 


an Stadium 
(60,000) 
Tickets: 252-737-4500 
breenwile, NC. 


PROJELTED ST ANTENA 


OFFENSE 


QB Kurt Benkert (6-3, 220, So.) 
RB ChrisHairston (6-0, 197, Sr) 


uv 
to 
c 


Stewart Hinson (6-7, 296, Sr) 
Quincy McKinney (6-4, 311, Sr.) 
JT. Boyd (6-4, 302, Jr) 


RG Larry Williams (6-4, 337, 50,) 


aT 
TE 


Dontae Levingston (6-4, 293, Sr.) 
Bryce Williams (6-6, 250, St.) 


WR Terrell Green (6-4, 190, 0.) 
WR Davon Grayson (62, 196, J) 
WR Isaiah Jones (6-1, 188, S0,) 


» 
OE 
or 
oT 
wo 
it) 
to 
Wo 
cB 
cB 
fs 
8! 


DEFENSE 
Terrell Stanley (6-2, 266, Sr) 
Demetri McGill (6-1, 310, Jr) 
Johnathon White (6-4, 292, Sr) 
Montese Overton (6-3, 220, Sr.) 
Zeek Bigger (6-2, 228, Sr) 
Jordan Williams (6-0, 212, So.) 
Joe Allely (6-1, 239, So.) 
Josh Hawkins (5-10, 186, Sr) 
Rocco Scarfone (5-11, 182, Sr.) 
‘Terrell Richardson (6-0, 210, J) 
Travon Simmons (5-10, 185, 50) 


Davis Plowman (5-10, 185, Jr) 


@® SPECIALISTS 
K 
Pr 


Worth Gregory (6-3, 215, Jn) 
Sporting News AbAmencan 


‘The East Carolina football 
program isn’t in rebuilding 
mode. The coaches and 
players prefer the term 
“reloading.” 

Granted, the Pirates lose 
record-setting players in 
quarterback Shane Carden and 
wide receiver Justin Hardy, 
but ECU appears anxious to 
see who will accept leadership 
roles. 

“Everything is new, from 
the staff adjustments to the 
staff additions to the new 
players that are going to be 
stepping up in new positions 
establishing themselves as 
leaders on this team,” sixth- 
year coach Ruffin McNeill says. 

New offensive coordinator 
Dave Nichol will have 
to address a vacancy at 
quarterback. Kurt Benkert 
and Cody Keith have been 
backups, while Blake Kemp 
redshirted last fall. Benkert 
played in three games last 
season, completing eight of 
10 passes. Keith saw action 
in three games in 2013, 
completing seven of 11 passes. 

Replacing Hardy, the career 
receptions leader in FBS, won't 
be easy. Look for Isaiah Jones 
(81 catches) to take command 
at the position, as well as tight 
end Bryce Williams. 

‘The defense will be looking 
for leadership from linebacker 
Zeek Bigger, last season's top 
tackler with 140 stops. The 
defensive line has only one 
returning starter (Johnathon 
White), Cornerback Josh 
Hawkins led all ECU defenders 
with five interceptions and 11 
pass breakups last year. 

“The personality of this 
team will be totally different 
and, as a coach, you look 
forward to finding out what 
that is,” McNeill says. 


0/MANE Bast Carolina, with 
eight bowl appearances in the 
past nine years, expects success. 
Look for the Pirates to be in the 
mix for a berth in the inaugural 
AAC Championship Game, 


2015 SPORTING NEWS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


TEMPLE 


2015 SCHEDULE 

20M. 
ATE OPPONENT RESULT 
55 PeonState 1330 
Sy) @cwwewnart 54 
5) @MASSACHUSETTS 
2 @CHARLOTTE 
10 Tulane 103 
ON) oF 434 
‘0.21 @EASTCAROLINA 20:10 
0.31 Note Dame 
0 @sMu 
iV @sourHtoRon 
Nal Memphis 1316 
N28, Comeetou 3610 


> | 
Matt Rhule. 


Third. year (8-16) 
Careerrecord:340, 
Offensive coordinator: 

tet field (third year) 


Defensive coordinator: 
PhilSnow (third year) 


> 


2014 RECORD: 6-6, 
Stadium: Locoln Financial Fld 


15-204.8409 


Website: owisporls.com 
Twitter: @Temple: fi 


PABIECTED ATANTERS 

BD OFFENSE 

BP. Walker (6-1, 200, Jr) 

RB Jahad Thonras (5-10, 170, Jr) 
UT Semaj Reed (6-7, 300, 50) 

1G Shahbaz Ahmed (6-3, 300, Sr) 
© kyle Friend (6-2, 305, Sr) 

RG Brendan McGowan (6-4, 300, Jr) 
RT EricLofton (6-5, 300, Sr.) 

WR John Christopher (5-10, 185, Sr) 
WR Brandon Shippen (5-11, 189, Sr) 
WR Romand Deloatch (6-4, 225, Jn) 
WR Brodrick Yancy (5-1, 184,50.) 


@ DEFENSE 

DE Praise Martin-Oguike (6-2, 250, J.) 

DT Matt loannidis (6-4, 285, 5.) 

OT Hershey Walton (6-4, 300, Sr.) 

DE Sharif Finch (6-4, 240, Jr.) 

OLB Tyler Matakevich (6-1, 235, Sr.) 

MLB Nate D, Smith (6-0, 230, Sr.) 

OLB Avery Williams (5-10, 225, Jr) 

CB Tavon Young (5-10, 210, St) 

CB Sean Chandler (5-11, 180, 50.) 

FS. Alex Wells (6-0, 203, Sr.) 

SS Nate L, Smith (6-1, 185, Jr) 

BD SPECIALISTS 

K Austin Jones (5-10, 190, So.) 

P Alex Starzyk (6-3, 205, $0) 
‘Sporting News Alt American 


‘The sports motto— 
perhaps overused but 
nearly always proven 
true—is that defense wins 
championships. 

Defense will be the 
anchor of Temple football 
in 2015, All 11 starters 
return on a unit that ranked 
in the top 25 nationally in 
all major categories last 
season, including being 
fourth in scoring defense. 

‘The leader is linebacker 
‘Tyler Matakevich, who is 
the FBS’ only player with 
mare than 300 tackles 
(355). He'll be playing 
behind a stout defensive 
line that includes Matt 
loannidis, Hershey Walton 
and Praise Martin-Oguike. 
Incoming juco newcomer 
Greg Webb could also make 
an impact on the line. The 
secondary will be paced by 
cornerback Tavon Young. 
‘The four-year starter has 
seven career interceptions. 

PJ. Walker will lead the 
Owls’ offense. The junior 
quarterback threw for 2,317 
yards and 13 touchdowns 
Jast season. Look for 
increased production from 
running back Jahad Thomas 
(a converted defensive 
back), who had 384 rushing, 
yards and 364 receiving 
yards last year. John 
Christopher is the most 
experienced among the 
wide receivers, but keep an 
eye on University of Hawaii 
transfer Keith Kirkwood 
and incoming freshman 
Patrick Anderson. 

An experienced 
offensive line, headed by 
all-conference performer 
Kyle Friend, could pay 
dividends, 


WIMUML The Owls may 
be the league's dark-horse 
team. With a solid defense 
to build around, the 
program definitely can 
build on last year’s 6-6 
campaign. 


2015 SCHEDULE 
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Defensive coordinators: 
Anthony P f 


Stadium: ( 
Tickets:37 


Twitter 


PROJECTED STARTLAS 

BD OFFENSE 

QB Bryant Shiretts (6-1, 216,50) 
RB Ron Johnson (5-11, 220, So.) 
IT Richard Levy (6-6, 308, Jr.) 
LG Trey Rutherford (6-5, 296, So.) 
© Ryan Crozier (6-4, 294, So) 
RG Tyler Samra (6-2, 290, 

RI Andreas Knappe (6 
TE Sean McQuillan (6~ 
WR Noel Thomas (6-1, 193, Jr) 
WR. Thomas Lucas (6-2, 203, So.) 
WR Dhameer Bradley (5-10, 173, Jr) 


BD OFFENSE 
DE Kenton Adeyemi (6-4, 287, Sr) 
DT Julian Campenni (6-0, 302, Sr.) 
DE Cole Ormsby (6-3, 257,50) 
1B Junior Joseph (6-1, 242, 50.) 
1B Marquise Vann (6-0, 226, Sr) 
LB Graham Stewart (6-1, 228, Sr.) 
1B Vontae Diggs (6-2, 215, 50) 
CB  Jhavon Witiams (5-10, 194, Jr.) 
CB Jamar Summers (6-0, 177, So.) 
FS Andrew Adams (6-0, 197, Sr.) 
(Obi Melifonwu (6-3, 214, Jr.) 


ss 
@D SPECIALISTS 
K 
P 


Bobby Puyol (5-10, 173, Jr) 
Justin Wain (6-3, 209, Jr) 
Sporting News At American 


SS 
= 
KA 


A quartet of UConn 
quarterbacks have one goal 
this season: to become the 
next Huskies starter. 

Incoming juco transfer 
Garrett Anderson, returner 
Tim Boyle, true freshman 
‘Tyler Davis and N.C. State 
transfer Bryant Shirreffs will 
fight for the vacant slot. 

Shirreffs, who sat out 
last season, may be the 
one to beat. The versatile 
quarterback opened the 2013 
season as the Wolfpack’s 
quarterback and had a solid 
spring. 

No matter who takes the 
snaps, there is work to do in 
Storrs. The team averaged 
15.2 points per game (122nd 
nationally) and only reached 
the red zone 24 times last 
season. 

UConn will need 
improvement from its skill 
players. Running back Ron 
Johnson led the Huskies 
with 429 yards, including a 
101-yard performance in the 
season finale. Noel Thomas is 
the most productive returner 
at wide receiver, having 
produced 26 catches and a 
team-high four scores last 


year. 

‘The Huskies’ defense 
was a bright spot at times 
during a 2-10 campaign in 
‘14. UConn finished 49th in 
total defense (378.6 yards per 
game) and will be looking 
to improve under defense- 
minded head coach Bob 
Diaco, 

Look for linebacker 
Marquise Vann (team-high 
105 tackles in 2014), safety 
Andrew Adams (96 tackles, 4 
interceptions) and linebacker 
Graham Stewart (team-high 
10.5 tackles for loss) to 
anchor the defense. 


aTUNE UConn is in a 
rebuilding process right now. 
‘The defense is the key; the 
offense could be a work-in- 
progress for much of the 
season. 


SOUTH FLORIDA 


2015 SCHEDULE 
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35 Florida aM 
‘502 @RORDASTATE 
S10 @MaRLAND 724 
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Willie Taggart 


Career record: 


Offensive coordinators: 
Reaves (list yea) 


Defensive coordinator: 


- 
2014 RECORD: 4-8 


QB Quinton Flowers (6-0, 217, So.) 
RB Marlon Mack (6-0, 195,50.) 
UT Kofi Amichis (6-4, 286, Jr) 

UG Thor Jozwiak (6-4, 323, Sr) 

© Cameron Ruff (6-3, 313, 50) 

RG Brynjar Gudmundsson (6-4, 305, Sr.) 
cu 

Tt 


‘Mak Djulbegovic (6-5, 23: 

‘Sean Price (6-3, 250, Sr) 
WR Rodney Adams (6-1, 190, Jr) 
WR Chase Whitehead (5-9, 170, Fr) 
WR Ryeshene Bronson (6-3, 187, 50.) 


BD DEFENSE 
EricLee (6-3, 248, Sr.) 
Derrick Calloway (6-2, 285, 41) 
Deadrin Senat (6-1, 300, So.) 
Josh Black (6-2, 232, So) 
Augaie Sanchez (6-2, 241, So) 
Nigel Harris (6-0, 220, Jr) 
Jamie Byrd (5-11, 184, St.) 
‘Lamar Robbins (6-2, 200, Jr) 
Johnny Ward (6-0, 178, Jr) 
Tajee Fullwood (6-2, 209, So.) 
Nate Godwin (5-10, 202, Jr.) 
@ SPECIALISTS 
K Emilio Nadelman (5-6, 173, 50.) 
P Mattias Ciabatt (6-0, 189, Sr) 
Sporting NewsAtmescan 


s3 


One has to wonder if the 
South Florida fanbase may be 
growing a little impatient these 
days. 

After going to six consecutive 
bowl games, USF has suffered 
four straight losing seasons. 
‘The Bulls have struggled under 
coach Willie Taggart, going just 
6:18 in his first two seasons. 

A spring football game that 
featured only one touchdown 
didn’t do much to boost 
hopes. Then, a few days later, 
quarterback Mike White, who. 
started 15 games over the 
past two seasons, decided to 
transfer. 

Quinton Flowers and 
Steven Bench—charged with 
grasping the team’s new spread 
offense—will carry quarterback 
competition for the starting 
role into fall camp. Flowers, 
who threw eight passes in five 
games last fall, may be the early 
front-runner. 

After losing four starting 
wide receivers, the Bulls will 
have to find targets for the 
no-huddle, uptempo attack. 
Candidates are University of 
Kentucky transfer AJ. Legree, 
Rodney Adams, Ryeshene 
Bronson and Chase Whitehead. 

One major question about 
the change in offensive 
philosophy: Will the Bulls 
continue to use halfback 
Marlon Mack in the run 
game? ‘The sophomore was 
the American’s Freshman of 
the Year and led the league in 
rushing (86.8 yards per game). 

New defensive coordinator 
Tom Allen will introduce a 
4-255 look in 2015. Look for 
former TCU player Jamie Byrd 
to flourish at the nickel position 
after posting a team-high 95 
tackles. Linebacker Nigel Harris 
returns after leading the nation 
with six forced fumbles, 


ANITIMLUNE The defense, 
under Allen, should show 
improvement this year. But 
this season boils down to 
offensive execution; Can 
Flowers or Bench do the job? 


Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/SNYearbooks 
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55 MissouriState 

S12 @KANSAS 

i) @ BOWLING GREEN 

§Cincinat ane 
12 @SOUTHFLORIOA 30 
OF OleMiss 34 
1.2 @TUSA 4020 
1 Tuane 387 
0 Naw 

(it @HOUSTON 4.28 
2) @TEMPLE 16-3 
20 SMU 48:10 


@ COACH 


Careerrecord:17:20 


Offensive coordinators: 
Darrell 


@FASTFACIS 


2014 RECORD: 10-3 


Paxton Lynch 


Justin Fuente, in only his third season, did something no other 
Memphis coach had accomplished since 1971. 

‘The Tigers, league doormats for many recent seasons, hoisted 
an AAC championship trophy after a 10-win campaign in 2014. 

A victory over BYU in the Miami Beach Bowl only fed a fanbase 
anxious for more good times. 

These days, opposing schools are going to know when 
Memphis is on the schedule. 
‘The Tigers, in one year, nearly 
doubled their win total (12) 
over the past five seasons. 

How will the Tigers handle 
the newly-placed target on 
their back? 

“It’s uncharted territory for 
us,” Fuente says. “We have to 
do a great job of handling it. 
We have to realize that we're 
not a 10-win team, The team 
last year was a 10-win team. Hignine 13. 
Each team is different, the 
makeup is different and the 
mindset is different.” 

It was a long process, but 
the attitude has turned around 
and Fuente is anxious to see 
how that pays off this season. 

‘The offense has eight starters returning and will be paced by 
quarterback Paxton Lynch. The junior threw for 3,031 yards 
and 22 touchdowns last season. Two of his favorite targets, 
wide receivers Mose Frazier and Tevin Jones, return. Tight end 
Alan Cross is also a big part of the game plan. The key may be 
discovering a new running back. Sam Craft and Jarvis Cooper are 
early candidates. 

“Our guys on offense are older and have more veterans 
than the defense for the first time,” Fuente says. “They need to 
understand that and take that mentality and leadership.” 

The defense welcomes back only three starters—defensive back 
Reggis Ball, hybrid safety/linebacker Jackson Dillon and defensive 
end Ernest Suttles. 

“We lost eight senior starters and three senior backups,” 
Fuente says. “We took a pretty big hit and we'll end up playing 
some young kids. It'll be a tremendous challenge for myself and 
our coaching staff to get them ready to play." 


DIFFERENCE-MAKEA 


Paxton Lynch, OB 


a freshman Lynch 


id 22 passing 
anh double 
At this rate of 


The Tigers tasted a championship last year and Fuente is a 
coach who won't let the team’s focus slip. The defense will be a 
work-in-progress, but the program should be in prepared shape 
when conference play hits its stride. 


2015 SPORTING NEWS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


S-VEARRECORD —cf-) 


PORANUOUIT 


QB Paxton Lynch (6-7, 230, Jr) 
RB Sam Craft (6-0, 210, Jr) 
LT Taylor Fallin (6-6, 325, Sr) 


LG Tyler Uselton (6-3, 310, Sr.) 

C Gabe Kuhn (6-4, 290, So.) 

RG Zach Collins (6-4, 285, $0.) 

RT Ryan Mack (6-5, 305, Sr) 

TE Alan Cross (6-1, 245, St.) 

WR Tevin Jones (6-2, 218, Sr.) 

WR Roderick Proctor (5-11, 165, So.) 
WR Mose Frazier (5-11, 185, Sr.) 


DE  Latarius Brad (6-2, 275. Jr) 
NT_ Donald Pennington (6-2, 295, J) 
DE Ernest Suttles (6-5, 250, So.) 

LB Jackson Dillon (6-6, 230, Jr) 

LB Wynton McManis (6-1, 225, Sr.) 
LB Leonard Pegues (5-11, 240, Sr.) 
LB Noah Robinson (6-4, 235, So.) 
£8 Dontrell Nelson (6-1, 170, Jr) 
CB Chauncey Lanier (5-10, 183, Jr) 
$  Reggis Ball 5-11, 210, Sr.) 

$ _DeShaughn Terry (6-0, 180, Jr.) 


K Jake Elliott (5-10, 165, J) 
P Spencer Smith (6-1, 175, $0.) 


Sporting News Al-Americon 


+ Jae'lon Oglesby, (++ 
+ Jamarius Henderson, » 
* Brady Davis, )2 = 6» 


The Tigers’ 2015 recruiting class 
isfullof players who made their 
‘senior seasons count. 

Jamarius Henderson rushed 
formore than3,000 yards in the 
Alabama high school ranks. Brady 
Davis threw for 39 touchdowns en 
route toa state championship game 
appearance in Mississippi. His team 
lost that game toanother Memphis 
signee, Jamarius Henderson, who 
rushed for more than 2,200 yards 
himself and32 touchdownsasa 
prep senior. The lst goes on fora 
strong Memphis class, 


LYNCH ALBCHRNAN AP 


WARD RTOMUBLAMAN 4 


QB Greg Ward Jr. (5-11, 178, Jr) 
RB_ Kenneth Farrow (5-10, 218, Sr.) 
LT Zach Johnson (6-6, 295, Sr.) 
UG Ben Dew (6-4, 315, Sr.) 
Colton Freeman (6-4, 286, Fr) 
RG Josh Thomas (6-6, 315, So.) 
RT Alex Cooper (6-4, 297, Sr) 

TE Tyler McCloskey (6-2, 232, Jr) 
WR Chance Allen (6-2, 200, Jr) 

WR Demarcts Ayers (5-10, 178, Jr) 
WR. Steven Dunbar (6-2, 195,50.) 


DE B.J.Singleton (6-4, 290, Jr) 
DT Tomme Mark (6-2. 285, Sr.) 

DE Nick Thurman (6-4, 290, So.) 
OLB Tyus Bowser (6-3, 228, J) 

(LB Steven Taylor (6-1, 220, Jr) 
IMB Elandon Roberts (6-0, 230, Sr.) 
OLB Matthew Adams (6-0, 208, So.) 
CB Howard Wilson (6-1, 176, So.) 
CB William Jackson (6-1, 185, St.) 
FS. Trevon Stewart (5-9, 185, Sr.) 
$$ Adrian McDonald (5-10, 190, St) 


K Kyle Bullard (5-11, 170, Sr) 
P Logan Piper (6-1, 200, Sr) 
Sporting News AtAmerkcan 


* Tyrelk Gray, il) * 
» Kameron Eloph, 


» Terry Mark, Will 6 
fnew head coach Tom Herman 
is looking for a spark for the UH 
offense in his first season with 
‘the Cougars, Tyreik Gray out of 
Houston’s Lamar High could be the 
guy. The explosive, do-everything 
backis one of the best incoming, 
freshmen in the country. On the 
offensive line, Kameron Eloph 
and Joshua Jones are very strong 
pickupsand, with Terry Mark out 
of in-state prep power Lufkin, abig 
receiver target s coming totown 
aswell. 


‘The Tom Herman Era begins in Houston. 

‘The former Ohio State offensive coordinator has not spent 
much time relishing the Buckeyes’ national championship. But his 
goals are similar for the Cougars. 

“The really neat thing that I’ve found is there really wasn’t 
lot of pushback (from players),” Herman says of the coaching 
change. “As a whole, | feel like a lot of these kids know about 
playing Texas high school 
football and on championship 
DIFFERENCE-MAKER fans. They Kewietat 

Aw it's supposed to feel like, 
look like and be like to win 
championships.” 

Engineering the offense is 
Greg Ward Jr., who threw for 
2,010 yards and 12 touchdowns 
last season. The junior is the 
only scholarship quarterback 
with experience. He'll be 
joined in the backfield by 
a special one-two punch 
of senior running backs 
Kenneth Farrow (AAC-best 15, 
touchdowns, 1,037 rushing 
yards in 2014) and Ryan 
Jackson (leading rusher in 2013, 
620 yards last season). 

“The offense will start with running the foothall and we have 
two tailbacks to do it,” Herman says. “We have to develop 
toughness on the offense line and we're doing that. The 
quarterback position will be interesting. Greg Ward is a much 
better passer than I thought.” 

The Cougars’ defense has had success over the past couple of 
seasons and will display a different scheme. New coordinators 
‘Todd Orlando and Craig Naivar are implementing a three-man 
front. The strength will be in the secondary, where seven players 
have tallied 99 career starts. 

Safeties Adrian McDonald (8 forced turnovers last season) and 
Trevon Stewart (56 tackles, 3 interceptions) anchor the back end. 
Cornerbacks William Jackson, Lee Hightower and Howard Wilson 
will be ones to watch, along with linebacker Elandon Roberts. 

“They've played a lot of football at the University of Houston and 
have played it well,” Herman says. “We need to develop depth on 
the defensive line. We have three quality starters (BJ. Singleton, 
‘Tomme Mark, Nick Thurman), but we need guys behind them.” 


Greg Ward Jr., OB/WR 


Houston has talent on defense and, if the offense can grasp 
Herman's style, the Cougars could be a league contender in 2015. 
The key will be consistency at quarterback. 
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OFFENSE 
Keenan Reynolds (5-11, 195, Sr.) 
Demond Brown (5-9, 201, Sr.) 
DeBrantion Sanders (5-7, 160, Sr.) 
Chris Swain (6-1, 245, Sr.) 
Blake Copeland (6-4, 258, Jr.) 
EK, Binns (6-3, 282, Sr) 
Blaze Ryder (5-11, 265, Sr) 
Ben Tamburello (6-2, 275, Sr) 
Joey Gaston (6-5, 281, Sr.) 
Thomas Wilson (6-1, 196, Sr.) 
Jamir Tillman (6-4, 206, Jr) 


DEFENSE 

Will Anthony (6-1, 246, Sr.) 
Bernard Sarra (6-1, 303, Sr.) 
Sean Reaver (6-4, 255, Sr) 
William Tuider (6-2, 213, Jr.) 
Micah Thomas (6-1, 235, So.) 
Daniel Gonzales (6-2, 229, Jr) 
DJ, Palmore (6-3, 235, So.) 
Brendon Clements (5-11, 188, Jr) 
‘Quincy Adams (5-11, 195, Sr.) 
Kwazel Bertrand (6-0, 186, Sr) 
Lorentez Barbour (6-1, 194, Sr) 

SPECIALISTS 

Austin Grebe (6-0, 192, St.) 
Gavin Jernigan (6-3, 203, Sr.) 
Sporting News Al American 


Dear Navy, welcome 
to the land of league 
championships, all- 
conference awards and a 
consistent schedule. 

For the first time in 135 
seasons, the Midshipmen will 
play in a conference. Many 
league coaches have already 
expressed appreciation 
for the Naval Academy’s 
entrance into the AAC. 

‘That thought may not 
live long once they are 
on an opposing sideline. 
Navy, after playing tough 
nonconference schedules 
each season, could thrive in 
league play. 

Keenan Reynolds makes 
the Navy option game go. 
‘The senior is already the 
NCAA career leader for 
rushing touchdowns by a 
quarterback (64) and needs 
just 14 more to pass Montee 
Ball to set the NCAA mark for 
all players. 

Reynolds, who hada 
team-high 1,191 rushing 
yards as a junior, will work 
with a diverse backfield (18 
different players carried 
the football last season). 
Senior fullback Chris Swain 
(693 yards, 4 TDs in 2014) 
leads all returners. Navy 
only completed 62 passes 
last season but averaged 17.1 
yards per reception. Jamir 
‘Tillman caught a team-high 
20 balls. 

The Navy defense will be 
led by middle linebacker 
Daniel Gonzales, tops among 
returners with 86 tackles 
and three interceptions last 
year. Cornerback Quincy 
‘Adams will be a playmaker 
at cornerback, and defensive 
end Will Anthony led the 
Midshipmen with 11 tackles 
for loss and 2.5 sacks in 2014. 


SOTTINANE Navy is a very 
attractive inclusion to The 
American. The team’s 
history and competitiveness 
should make an immediate 
impact in 2015. 
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+ 
Chad Morris 


Offensive coordinator: 


Defensive coordinator: 


a 


2014 RECORD: 
Stadium: 


Matt Davis (6-0, 209, Jr) 
Prescott Line (6-0, 235, Jr.) 
Chauncey Briggs (6-6, 310, Jr) 
Daniel McCarty (6-3, 284, Jr) 
Taylor Lasecki (6-2, 294, Sr) 
Evan Brown (6-3, 300, $0.) 
Kris Weeks (6-5, 314, St) 
Jeremiah Gaines (62, 240, Jr) 
Courtland Sutton (6-4, 215, Fr.) 
Darius Joseph (5-11, 202, Sr) 
Deion Sanders Jr (5-7, 174, J) 


DEFENSE 
Zach Wood (6-3, 260, Sr.) 
Zelt Minor (6-2, 282, Jr) 
Mason Gentry (6-5, 292, So) 
Robert Seals (6-3, 240, Sr.) 


‘OLB Nick Horton (6-2, 245, Jr.) 
MLB Jonathan Yenga (6-1, 220, Sr) 
‘OLB Kyran Mitchelt (6-0, 210, Fr) 


ce 
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‘Ajee Montes (5-11, 205, Jr) 
Horace Richardson (6-0, 202, Jr.) 
‘Shakiel Randolph (6-4, 216, Sr.) 
Darrion Richardson (6-0, 203, Jr.) 
SPECIALISTS 

Jackson Koonce (6-1, 170,50.) 
Jackson Koonce (6-1, 170,50.) 
Sporting News Ab-American 


“Fast and the Furious,” 
the popular movie series, 
could easily be the motto 
for SMU’s football program. 

New coach Chad Morris 
does nothing slow, From 
a practice’s first whistle 
to the final huddle break, 
high-speed is mandated by 
the coach, There is proof 
that his hurry-up offense 
worked for one season at 
‘Tulsa and four years at 
Clemson, 

Now he takes his work 
to his home state, which 
has loads of high school 
talent, but SMU is short 
on tradition-rich football 
as Dallas’ only Division 1 
university. 

“They're all hungry, 
they’re buying in, they're 
giving all kinds of effort,” 
Morris said in the spring. 

Quarterback Matt Davis, 
who led the one-win team 
in rushing and passing last 
season, will return to his 
role as starter. All eyes will 
be on the former Texas 
A&M player to run an attack 
predicated on speed. 

‘The offense will 
need a running back to 
emerge (especially after a 
quarterback led the team 
in rushing in 2014), with 
attention given to incoming 
freshmen Daniel Gresham, 
Braeden West and Xavier 
Jones. Wide receivers Darius 
Joseph and Deion Sanders Jr. 
will be a pair to watch, 

‘The defense, under new 
coordinator Van Malone, 
will switch to a 4-3 look. 
‘The unit will be anchored 
by linebacker Jonathan 
Yenga and defensive end 
Zach Wood. 


DOME The talent in 
Dallas is there. An inspired 
coach like Morris should 

be able to push all the right 
buttons and, after missing 
bowl games the past two 
years, should compete fora 
postseason spot in 2015, 


TULANE 
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POOJECTED STAATFS 

BD OFFENSE 

QB Tanner Lee (6-4, 220, So.) 

RB_ Sherman Badie (6-0, 195, So.) 
FB Lazedrick Thompson (6-1, 217,41) 
1T Arturo Uzdavinis (6-7, 300, Sr.) 
16 Colton Hanson (6-5, 311, Jr) 

C Nathan Shienle (6-5, 300, Jr) 
RG Chris Taylor (6-2, 312, Jr) 

RT Kenneth Santa Marina (6-6, 305, So) 
TE Charles Jones il (6-3, 235, 50) 
WR Terren Encalade (6-0, 185, 50.) 
WR Teddy Veal (5-11, 185, So, 

BD DEFENSE 

DE Royce LaFrance (6-4, 265, St.) 
OT Tanzel Smart 6-1, 303, Jr) 

DT Sean Wilson (6-4, 265, So.) 
DE Daren Williams (6-4, 235, So) 
1B Jarrod Franklin (5-11, 196, So.) 
18 Eric Thomas (5-10, 227, Jr.) 

LB Nico Marley (5-9, 200, Jr) 

CB Parry Nickerson (5-11, 179, 50) 
CB Richard Allen (5-9, 278, Jr) 

FS Darion Monroe (5-11, 197, Sr.) 
$S_ Leonard Davis (6-0, 198, Jr) 


@ SPECIALISTS 

K Andrew DiRocco (6-1, 180, So.) 

P Peter Picerelli (6-1, 190, Sr.) 
Sporting News Al-Americon 


Fourth-year coach Curtis 
Johnson easily pinpoints 
the program’s biggest issue 
entering Tulane’s 2015 
season: The offense needs a 
boost. 

After averaging nearly 16 
points per game last season 
(ranking 12Ist nationally), 
Johnson is pinning hopes on 
significant improvement. 

Returning starting 
quarterback Tanner Lee, 

a sophomore, will have 
experience in the backfield 
with him. Running back 
Sherman Badie and fullback 
Lazedrick Thompson will be 
asked to take pressure off 
of Lee. The quarterback’s 
top receiving targets will 

be Teddy Veal and backup 
tailback Dontrell Hilliard, 
who only had one scoring 
reception each last fall. 

Cornerback Parry 
Nickerson was named a 
Freshman All-American after 
recording six interceptions 
last season. Linebacker 
Nico Marley (12.5 tackles 
for loss, 82 tackles) and 
safety Darion Monroe (73 
tackles) will provide the 
Green Wave's nucleus on 
defense. Linebacker Eric 
‘Thomas and defensive tackle 
‘Tanzel Smart also had a good 
offseason, which could pay 
off this fall. 

‘The Green Wave will be 
tested early, with the first 
seven FBS opponents coming 
off bowl-eligible seasons. A 
good start may be difficult 
to gather, especially ina 
springboard campaign that 
could sway the program one 
direction or the other. 


(OIMUMLINE ‘The offense didn’t 
score 10 points in the final 
three games of 2014. That’s 
worrisome, especially with 
a young quarterback and no 
established talent at wide 
receiver, Tulane needs to 
catch lightning in a bottle to 
improve on last year’s 3-9 
season. 


2015 SCHEDULE 

2014 
‘SS, Florida Attantc 250 
‘S12 @NEWMEXICO 
51), @OKLAHOMA 12 
0.4 Houston B38 
10 Louisiana-Monroe 
‘O.1) @EASTCAROLINA 3249 
0.23 Memphis 40 
Da) @smu 3828 
Wy ucr 13 
nM 
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Philip Montgomery 
Offensive coordinators: 
Nat istyeai) and Sterlin 


Defensive coordinators: 


2014RECORD:2-10 
Stadium: Chapm: 

000) 
Tickets:415-631-Go1U) 
Site:| 


PROJECTED SIAATERS 

® OFFENSE 

QB Dane Evans (6-1, 215, Jr) 

RB Zack Langer (6-0, 215, Sr) 
Evan Plagg (6-3, 275,50.) 
Garrett Stafford (6-5, 314, Sr.) 
Dylan Foxworth (6-1, 281, Jr.) 
Chris Wallace (6-5, 311, Jr) 
Blake Betcher (6-5, 300, Jr) 
Keyarris Garrett (6-4, 221, Sr) 
Josh Atkinson (6-2, 195, Jr) 
Keevan Lucas (5-10, 198, J.) 
Conner Floyd (6-0, 202, Sr.) 

B DEFENSE 

DE Derrick Alexander (6-2, 270, Sr) 
Jerry Uwaezuoke (6-3, 295, Je) 
Derrick Luetjen (6-3, 285, Sr.) 
Jeremy Smith (6-5, 230, So.) 
Matt Linscott (6-1, 212, Jr) 
Trent Martin (6-2, 235, Jr) 
Craig Suits (6-0, 220, So.) 
Kerwin Thomas (5-10, 160, So.) 
Darrell Wiliams (5-10, 193, Sr) 
Michael Mudoh (5-10, 205, St.) 
Jordan Mitchell (6-2, 180, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
Redford Jones (5-10, 172, So.) 
Dalton Parks (6-3, 202, Jr.) 
Sporting News AB American 
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‘Tulsa was on the cusp of 
being a non Power Five school 
that annually commanded 
attention. 

In 2010, it won at Notre 
Dame. In 2012, it paired a 
Conference USA championship 
with a Liberty Bow! triumph. 

During the last two seasons, 
only five victory celebrations 
have taken place. The lack of 
winning led to the dismissal of 
Bill Blankenship as coach. 

Enter Philip Montgomery. 
The former Baylor offensive 
coordinator was hired to spice 
up a lackluster offense and 
inject passion into a stagnant 
program. 

Montgomery’s task is 
daunting. While 10 offensive 
starters return, the big 
question is whether the 
talent is there to run his 
spread attack, Quarterback 
Dane Evans threw 23 
touchdown passes last year, 
but he coupled that with 17 
interceptions. Highly touted 
recruit Chad President will 
push Evans for playing time. 

There are some skill players 
to work with. Senior Zack 
Langer (801 yards) was second 
in The American in rushing 
yards last season, while wide 
receiver Keevan Lucas (1,219 
receiving yards) was a second- 
team all-league selection, 

‘The defense will be 
paced by senior end Derrick 
Alexander (7.5 sacks in 2014) 
and leading tacklers Michael 
Mudoh, a safety who made 
113 stops, and Craig Suits, a 
linebacker with 81. 

Veteran defensive 
coordinator Bill Young will 
be charged with improving 
a unit that allowed less than 
30 points only one time in 12 
games last season. 


WMTIMUNE Following a two-win 
season, there's only one 
direction for Tulsa to go. But a 
turnaround cannot be expected 
until Montgomery improves 
the talent on the roster and 
establishes his offense. 


Download Sporting News Yearbooks’ free mobile app. 
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2015 Conference Overview 


ACC 


Atlantic Division 


> Florida State 
Bow! Projection: Chick-Fil-A Peach Bowl 


Clemson 
Bow! Projection: Fiesta Bowl 


> Louisville 
Bow! Projection: Music City Bowl 


> N.C. State 
Bow! Projection: independence Bowl 


f} Boston College 
Bowl Projection: Quick Lane Bowl 


> Syracuse 


> Wake Forest 


Coastal Division 
>} Georgia Tech 
Bowl Projection: Belk Bowl 
> Duke 
Bowl Projection: Sun Bowl 
[> Virginia Tech 
Bowl Projection: Pinstripe Bowl 


> Miami 
Bowl Projection: Miltary Bow 


} North Carolina 
Bowl Projection: st Petersburg Bow! 


> Pittsburgh 


> Virginia 
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Florida State coach Jimbo Fisher 


ACC schools following Seminoles’ 
lead with stronger schedules 


BY CHRIS LANG | 
& PATRICK STEVENS | Y 


Each Tuesday last November, the College 
Football Playoff committee released its 
rankings, and the entire ACC got nervous. 

Florida State kept winning, yet the 
Seminoles kept slipping. Could a defending 
national champion that hadn't lost since 
2012 really be in danger of not making the 
four-team playoff? 

Ultimately, the unbeaten Seminoles made 
it to the CFP semifinals, albeit as the No. 3 
seed, before Oregon trucked them in the 
Rose Bowl. But even the thought that going 
13-0 wasn't going to be good enough gave 
the ACC reason to adopt some nonconference 
scheduling mandates, namely forcing every 
team in the conference to have a Power 
Five nonleague opponent on the schedule, 
starting in 2017. 

That wasn't an issue for Florida State, 
which stepped out of the ACC to play 
Oklahoma State and Florida, Others in the 
league weren't so ambitious. Louisville's lone 
P5 game came against state rival Kentucky. 
North Carolina, N.C. State and Wake Forest 
avoided fellow P5 schools altogether. 

Those schedules will improve considerably 
in 2015, Altogether, ACC programs will play 


Hic NUING 


THREE STORIES TD WATCH 


38 percent of their nonconference games 
against P5 schools, more than any other PS 
conference. In January, the ACC voted to 
allow independent BYU to be counted in that 
tally as well. The conference continues to 
have a scheduling alliance with Notre Dame, 
an ACC member in most other sports. 

Inside the conference, expect competition 
to heat up as Florida State takes @ natural 
step backward after losing quarterback 
Jameis Winston, along with several other 
key offensive components. Clemson survived 
the loss of quarterback Tajh Boyd last year 
to record another 10-win season, and the 
Tigers could challenge FSU for conference 
supremacy, especially with this year’s 
meeting coming in Death Valley. 

In the Coastal Division, Georgia Tech 
is looking to win 10 games in back-to- 
back seasons for the first time in more 
than 60 years, and Duke looks less like a 
cuddly Cinderella story and more like a 
consistent contender. The division's name 
brands—Virginia Tech and Miami—will look 
to contend again after several years of 
mediocrity. 

Virginia Tech certainly got the scheduling 
memo. The Hokies will open the season 
at home on Labor Day against defending 
national champion Ohio State. 


IGBENC/ 
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] Life after Jameis: Jameis Winston won 

| aHeismanandled Florida State toa27-1 
record over the last two years. Off-field head- 
aches aside, the Seminoles will miss him. 


2015 RECRUITING RANKINGS 


bby Barton Simmons, 247Sports 


zazsronr= COMPOSITE 


TOTAL 5-STAR 4-STAR 3-STAR 
CHOOL PLAYERS | RECRUITS | RECRUITS | RECRUITS | POINTS 
1 20 4 0 6 786.16 
Clemson Bb 9 a] ‘7BAG 


Florida State 

2 3 

3 Miami n 1) 5 at 25.70 
4 NorthCarolina i) 0 4 5 76.00 
5 VirginiaTech 4 0 4 0 23.13 
6 NC.State B 0 4 a 207.55 
7 Louisville wb 0 2 a 200.41 
8 Georgia Tech a a i] 185.72 
9 Virginia B 0 i 2 179.54 
10 Duke 8 t) 1 5 115.08 
Tl WakeForest B 0 0 2 174.82 
12 Syracuse 28 o o yw 08.14 
13 Pittsburgh “ 0 2 n 166.28 
14 BostonCollege % a 0 m4 106.13 
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© OFFENSE 
Deshaun Watson, So, Clemson 
James Conner, Jt, Pittsburgh 
Dalvin Cook, So., Florida State 
Roderick Johnson, So, Floris State 
Dorian Johnson, Jr, Pittsburgh 
Matt Skura, Sr, Duke 
Landon Turner, Sr, North Carolina 
Bryan Chamberlain, Sr, Georgia Tech 
Bucky Hodges, So, Virginia Tech 
Tyler Boyd, Jr, Pittsburgh 
Artavis Scott, So., Clemson 
© DEFENSE 
DL. Dadi Nicolas, 5¢, Virginia Tech 
DL Adam Gotsis, r., Georgia Tech, 
DL Corey Marshall, Sr, Virginia Tech 
DL. Sheldon Rankins, Sx, Louisville 
LB Terrance Smith, Sr, Florida Slate 
1B Kelby Brown, si,, Duke 
Keith Kelsey, 1, Lovisville 
DB Jalen Ramsey, Jr, Florida State 
DB_Kendall Fuller, 4, Virginia Tech 
DB Jeremy Cash, Sr, Duke 
DB Quin Blanding, So, Virginia 
© SPECIALISTS 
K Roberto Aguayo, Jr. Florida State 
P Alexander Kinal, Sr, Wake Forest 


OVERRATED 


FLORIDA STATE 
&] + The Seminoles got out of a 
lot of late-game jams last year, 
but the exit of Jameis Winston and four 
offensive line starters makes a three- or 
four-loss season more than plausible, 


Ssne22222228 


Coastal chaos, again?: AreGeorgia 

Tech and Duke that much better than 
the rest of the Coastal, and can anyone 
among Miami, North Carolina and Virginia 
Tech shake off a disappointing 2014? 


‘The sophomore underwent ACL surgery 

in December, soit’s possible he isn’t fully 
healthy in time for preseason camp. But 
when he's cleared, he will provide ajolt toa 
Clemson offense that often sputtered when 
he wasn't on the fleld tast year, The Tigers 
need him if they harbor playoff aspirations 


UNDERRATED 


NORTH CAROLINA 
& » But only if new coordinator Gene 
Chizik can fix the Tar Heels' broken 


defense. That's a big caveat for a team that 
gave up 40 points on five occasions in 2014 
and often appeared disengaged. 


Abarometer in Blacksburg: Virginia 

Tech rattled off seven straight 10-win 
seasons from 2004 to 2011, but is 22-17 
since. Are those results thenewnormor 
will the Hokies be a Top 25 team again? 


RATING THE AGC 


© FASTEST RECEIVER 
‘Tyler Boyd, Pittsburgh 


‘One of three juniors who figure to be the central figures on Pat 


Narduzzi's first Panther team. 


© BEST HANDS 
Artavis Scott, WR, Clemson 


The sophomore ranked fourth in the ACC in receptions last 
season, quickly emerging as perhaps Deshaun Watson's 


favorite target. 


© BEST PASSING QB 
Deshaun Watson, Clemson 


He set a high bar asa freshman, completing 67.9 percent of his, 


passes and throwing for 14 TDs and two INTs. 


© BEST RUNNING QB 
Justin Thomas, Georgia Tech 


Arguably the most ideal fit to run the option in the Paul 
Johnson Era, Thomas rushed fur 1,086 yards and eight TDs 


last season. 


© MOST ELUSIVE RB 
Dalvin Cook, Florida State 


It became impossible for the Seminoles to keep Cook off the 
field last season; he rushed for 1,008 yards asa freshman, 


© BESTINSTINCTS 
Jalen Ramsey, 8, Florida State 


ifthe Seminoles’ defense makes a play, chances are Ramsey is, 


around it. 


© BEST ATHLETE 
James Conner, RB, Pittsburgh 


The Panthers’ willingness to consider using him at defensive 


end last year suggests plenty of versatility. 


© MOST LIKELY TO SUCCEED (OFF THE FIELD) 


‘Shaquille Powell, 88, Duke 


The senior tailback is a three-time academic ALL-ACC pick, 


(© BEST UNDER PRESSURE 
Roberto Aguayo, \, Florida State 


The junior is 48-for-52 on field goals and has never missed a 


kick (field goal or PAT) inside 40 yards, 


‘© TOP NFL PROSPECT 
Kendall Fuller, C8, Virginia Tech 


‘Maybe the most talented Fuller brother of them all—and that's 


saying something since three others played pro ball. 


‘© TOP IMPACT FROSH 
Derwin James, 5, Florida State 


The Seminoles rotate a plethora of athletes in the secondary, 
‘an opportunity James is likely to seize as an early enrollee, 


‘© HARDEST HITTER 
Quin Blanding, 5, Virginia 


The sophomore made an immediate impact on the Cavaliers’ 
defense and is a good bet to carn all-ACC honors this season. 


© BIGGEST OVERACHIEVER 
Adam Gotsis, NT, Georgia Tech 


‘An unknown out of Australia when he signed with the Yellow 
Jackets in 2012, Gotsis was a second-team All-ACC pick last 


year and has started 26 gamesinarow. 


© BEST INTERVIEW 
Kelby Bro Duke 


Brown missed last 


© BEST COACH AS STRATEGIST 
David Cutcliffe, Duke 


The Blue Devils are more heavily invested in football than ever, 
but their coaching helps make up the gap with schools that 


enjoy greater resources. 


© BEST COACH AS RECRUITER 
Jimbo Fisher, Florida State 


‘The best path to three consecutive conference titles is to 


amass the most talent, Fisher's done precisely that. 


© HOTTEST SEAT 
Mike London, Virginia 


Now 23-38 over five seasons in Charlottesville (and 11-25 over 
the last three), it's probably bowl-or-bust for London, 


‘© BEST VENUE 
Memorial Stadium, Clemson 


Death Valley edges out Florida State's Doak Campbell Stadium 
and Virginia Tech’s Lane Stadium as the league's top setting, 


Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/SNYearbooks 


son with the third torn ACL of his collago 
career, but was granted a sixth year of eligibility, Few have the 
perspective of Duke's recent rise that Brown possesses. 
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2015 SCHEDULE 


DATE OPPONENT 
55 Texas State 

S12 South Florida 
@BOSTON COLLEGE 
WAKE FOREST 


0 Miami (FL) 
ONT Louisville 


0.24 @CEORGIATECH 


@ COACH 


Jimbo Fisher 


Defensive coordinator: 
Charles Kelly (second year) 


@FAGTFACTS 


2014 RECORD:13-4 


Stadium loak Campi 
(87,300) 

Tickets: 868, 

Site:Tal 


2047 
433 

30-26 
4231 

735 
38-20 
21 
56-41 
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Jalen Ramsey 


Jameis Winston's run as college football's 
most recognizable-and arguably polarizing— 
figure is over after his departure to the NFL 
after his redshirt sophomore year. 

‘That means an end to jokes about crab legs, 
suspensions stemming from crude remarks 
on campus and, far more seriously, a police 
investigation into sexual-assault accusations. 

Italso means the possibility Florida State 
might not crank out a dozen or more victories 
this season. 

For all of Winston’s foibles, the man was 
the centerpiece of Seminoles teams that 
went 27-1 over the last two years. He won 
a Heisman Trophy in 2013 and, while not 
nearly as sharp last fall, still found ways to 
help Florida State pull out a series of narrow 
victories and earn a place in the four-team 
playoff. 

It’s funny to think that just two years ago, 
coach Jimbo Fisher tried to draw out as much 
suspense as possible before anointing Winston 
the starter. He wouldn't go so far as to declare 
Sean Maguire as Winston’s successor in the 
spring, but the redshirt junior (who stepped 
in for the suspended Winston against Clemson 
last year) will certainly have a solid chance to 
earn the job. 

Itwill surely come with scrutiny, since 
Florida State fans are once again accustomed 
to not losing (just three times in the last three 
seasons) and the Seminoles have rattled 


30 = 2014 SPORTING NEWS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Jalen Ramsey, DB 


Ramsey is the star of the Seminoles’ 
defense. Literally. His position as a 
hybrid safety/cornerback/linebacl 
known simply as "Star." His brillian 
was on full display last November 
against in-state rival Miami, Ramsey 
opened the game by stripping the ball 
from a Hurricanes receiver, closed t! 

me with an interception on FSU's 
16-yard line to secure the come-from- 
behind win, then stuffed between those 
big plays four pass breakups anda 
blocked extra point. 


off three consecutive ACC titles to reclaim 
supremacy in the league. Any slippage, 
however understandable it might be, will 
surely cause some grousing, 

In truth, Florida State has more than just 
Winston to replace. Sophomore Roderick 
Johnson, who took over primary duties at left 
tackle for the final five games last season, is 


AMSEY: PHELAN EBENMACK /AP 


‘MASCOT: CARS OMEARA AP 


the only starter back on the offensive line. Graduation 
took away four mainstays who combined for 164 career 
starts, and rebuilding the line is probably Fisher's 
greatest task. 

‘Whoever wins the quarterback job (and while 
Maguire is the likely opening week favorite, redshirt 
sophomore John Franklin Til and redshirt freshman 
J.J. Cosentino are contenders as well) will have to do 
‘without high-profile targets Rashad Greene and Nick 
O'Leary. Look for sophomores Travis Rudolph and 
Ermon Lane to emerge as the latest generation of field- 
stretching threats in Tallahassee. 

One luxury the Seminoles enjoy is an established 
running back. Dalvin Cook averaged 5.9 yards per carry 
as a freshman and was named the MVP of the ACC 
title game, and he could wind up with more work than 
Fisher typically gives a tailback this fall. 

With so much attrition on offense, there is an onus 
on the Seminoles’ defense to regain the formidable 
form that helped secure a national title two years 
ago. Last season, Florida State struggled to offset its 
considerable losses all over the defense, but there are 
enough pieces in place for that unit to rebound in 2015. 

Cornerback Jalen Ramsey and safety Nate Andrews 
are back to anchor the secondary, while Terrance 
Smith and Reggie Northrup are All-ACC linebackers. 
Northrup’s recovery from ACL surgery was going very 
well at press time, The exits of Mario Edwards and 
Eddie Goldman create issues up front, but a healthy 
Nile Lawrence-Stample (who started only twice last year 
because of injuries) will solidify the tackle spot. 

Former Groza Award winner Roberto Aguayo is back 
as the nation’s most reliable kicker, while three-year 
starter Cason Beatty will again do the punting. 


BOTTOM LINE 


Winning as much as Florida State has of late 
starts with player evaluation, and Fisher has done a 
magnificent job of not only landing obviously talented 
players but also finding some unheralded gems. For all 
that success, it still isn’t easy to completely reload on 
the fly. 

Talent isn’t an issue for the Seminoles, but after 
snaring seven victories by six points or less last season, 
there's bound to be some regression in the wake of 
such a talent exodus. Florida State should still be one of 
the best teams in the country, though. 


RECRUITING REPORT 2-asro. 


Jimbo Fisher has built SIGNEE zor 
himself nto a quarterback = ee Seiko 


gurtinhiscoachingcareer | Sosnsweat, oc » => = 


and he brings intwo + TarvarusmicFadden, cli == = 
outstanding arms to work 


with in the 2015 class with 

Deondre Francois and De'Andre Johnson. Jones also brought 
inthe nation’s top safety in Derwin James, the best speed 
rusher in the country in Josh Sweat, a five-star cornerback 
with 62 length in Tarvarus McFadden and a 6-3 wide receiver 
in George Campbell that is a major mismatch problem for 
defenders. Florida State also brings in a 6-2, 230-pound RBin 
Jacques Patrick who will complement Dalvin Cook nicely. 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


© PASSING 
Sean Maguire 

GP Effic. CmpsAttnt Pet. Yus. TO. Avg/G 
ie anes See 
RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. 1D Avg/G 
DalvinCook 13/170 1008 59181 775 
s Ricans _ Yds. Avg. 1D Avg/ 
Jesus 25) 4405 
cae GP Solo Assist) Total. 
ReggioNorhrup = 4) 6) ) BL 122 
* SACKS _ GP No. _Y 
Jalen Ramsey W) 30 
S INTERCEPTIONS — No. Yards Ag. 
NateAndrews 37 9 | 30 


GQDEHINO THE SAQOLE 

Chief Osceola rides Renegade, an 
Appaloosa horse, down the field before 
planting a flaming spear at midfield prior 
to every home game, providing fans with 
‘ne of college football's best pregame 
traditions. 


214 TEAM STATS 

STATISTIC F 

SCORING 358 
Points Per Game BB 

FIRSTDOWNS 295 
Rushing 146 
Passing 1B 
Penalty ry 1 

RUSHINGYARDAGE 19337382 
‘Yards gained rushing 312 2730. 
Yardslost rushing, 319 348 
Rushing tempts 451 573 
Average Per Rush 43 4) 
AveraoePerGame 1381701 
TOsRushing ‘il 2 

PASSINGYAROAGE Mp 3S 
Comp-Att-nt 330:516-20 246-435-414 
Average Per Pass 82 13 
Average Per atch 9 18 
AveragePerGame 30337288 
TWsPassing % 2 

TOTAL OFFENSE BS $557 
“otal Plays. 967 4008 
‘erage Per Ploy 8A 55 


‘Average Per Game Agha 396.9 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 49-971 45-846 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 17-179 13-92 
INTRETURNS:#-YDS 14-156 20-132 


KICKRETURNAVG. 188 18.6 
PUNTRETURN AVG, 10.5, nh 
INTRETURNAVG, ain} 66 
FUMBLES-LOST 212 212 
PENALTIES-YARDS 87-868 77-685, 
‘Average Per Game Ou 489 
PUNTS-YARDS 48-1966 64-2712 
‘Average Per Punt, AO MA 
‘Net punt average 38.2 317 


TIMEQFPOSS/GAME 28:57 ava 
‘3RD-DOWNCONV. B0/175.__ 93/212 
4% Mie 


31d-Down Pot 
4ATH-DOWNCONV. 06 1/23 
4th:-Down Pt 0% 30% 
SACKSBY-YARDS TAI 23187 
MISCYARDS i} ii} 
TOSSCORED 56 4 
FG-ATTEMPTS: 21:30. 18-25, 
‘ATTENDANCE 575078 732822 
Games/AvgPerGame 7/6221 4/58206 
Neutral site Games 3/72550 


ISCOREBYOTRS Ist 2nd 3rd Ath OT T 
Florida State 82.158 18 107 6 472 
Opponent 94 98 88 77 0 358 
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DEPTH CMT 
D OFFENSE 


OB 
B 


aU} 


Sean Maguire (6-3, 224, Jr.) 

J.J. Cosentino (6-4, 237, Fr) 
Freddie Stevenson (6-1, 244, J) 
Johnathan Vickers (6-1, 215, So.) 
Dalvin Cook (6-0, 203, So.) 
Mario Pender (5-10, 204, Jt.) 
Roderick Johnson (6-7, 312, So.) 
Brock Ruble (6-8, 313, Fr) 
Kareem Are (6-6, 330, Jr) 


Ryan Hoefeld 
Derrick Kelly (6-5, 310, Fr.) 
Wilson Bell (6-4, 318, So.) 
Chad Mavety (6-5, 327, Jt) 
Brock Ruble (6-8, 313, Fr.) 
Ryan lz20 (6-6, 243, Fr.) 

Mavin Saunders (6-6, 258, Fr.) 
Travis Rudolph (6-2, 187, So.) 
Ja!Vonn Harrison (6-2, 199, So.) 
Ermon Lane (6°3, 205, So.) 
George Campbell (6-3, 197, Fr.) 


® DEFENSE 


DE 


oT 


oT 


cB 


cB 


DeMarcus Walker (6-3, 277, Jr) 
Rick Leonard (6-7, 273, So.) 
Derrick Mitchell J. (6-4, 307, St) 
Demareus Christmas (6-3, 307, Fr.) 
Nile Lawrence-Stample (6-1, 323, Sr) 
Derrick Nnadi (6-2, 304, So.) 
Jacob Pugh (6-4, 247, So.) 

Chris Casher (6-4, 249, Jr.) 
Terrance Smith (6-4, 231, Sr.) 
Tyrell Lyons (6-0, 219, So.) 
Reggie Northrup (6-1, 226, Sr) 
Matthew Thomas (6-3, 224, So.) 
Trey Marshall (6-0, 203, So.) 
Jalen Ramsey (6-1, 201, Jr) 
Jalen Ramsey (6-1, 201, Jt) 
Tarvarus McFaclden (6-2, 195, Fr.) 
Marquez White (6-0, 179, Jn) 
Ryan Green (5-10, 198, Jr) 
Derwin James (6-2, 212, Fr) 

Nate Andrews (5-11, 204, Jr.) 
Tyler Hunter (5-11, 204, St) 
Derwin James (6-2, 212, Fr) 


BD SPECIALISTS 


Roberto Aguayo (6-1, 204, Jr.) 
Cason Beatty (6°3, 215, Sr) 


‘Sporting News All-American 
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(CHEDULE 
ATE OPPONENT visu 
55. Wolford ; ¥ ‘ 
12. Appalachian tate Chad Morris, the architect of Clemson's 
Et ginvavie coi recent offensive juggernaut, is gone. Crucial DIFFERENCE-M AKER 
03° NotreDome pieces from the Tigers’ dominant defense are HALT 
O10 Georgia Tech 628 off to the NFL. And the quarterback set to 
Sif ice abe aa help keep Dabo Swinney's team in the mix for Shaq Lawson, DE 
0.28 @MIAMI(L) another 10-win season underwent surgery to 
8) @NC.STATE 410 Beaton AC it Recenben Asa freshman Lawson earned 
AT FlrdeState 12 This doesn’t seem like the formula for Poaiearie hs $6 2010 Clem: he 
Bah aici te a conference title contender. But given its a i ren “alana 5 i 
12). WokeForest 40 growth over the last four years, Clemson is Bae fon wan Putten “ 
pela a plenty capable of shaking off obstacles and rotation at defensive end with former 


@ CHALK 
DaboS: 


Eighth year (6 
Career record: 67-26 


Offensive coordinators: 


Tony Eliot (frst year) 
Jeff Scott (first year) 


continuing to roll. 

Last season was, in many ways, a true test 
of how far the Tigers had come. Once derided 
for their inconsistency, they shrugged off 
massive losses on offense and went 10-3. If 
that’s what Clemson now does when it is 
recalibrating, the Tigers’ potential in a more 
settled situation is considerable. 

Does that arrive this year? That's tough 
to say. Swinney tabbed Tony Elliott and Jeff 


All-American Vic Beasley and Corey 
Crawford last year as a sophomore, 
Lawson accounted for 11 tackles for loss 
and 3.5 sacks despite Beasley jing 
the ACC in both categories. With the 
standard already set for him, the 6-3, 
275-pound Central, S.C., product is the 
edge-rushing heir apparent in Death 
Valley, 


Scott to run the offense after Morris left at the 
end of the regular season to take over at SMU. 
‘The early returns—dropping 40 points on 
Oklahoma in the Russell Athletic Bowl-were 


Defensivecoortinator: 

Brent Venable (fourth year) 

defense to handle matters (and it usually did). 
Watson missed the spring after ACL. 


@ FAST FACTS 


2OLSRECORIA 0-3 favorable. surgery, but Clemson is optimistic he will be 
" So much of what Clemson hopes to ready for preseason practice. If healthy, he's a 
ic Bow), accomplish, though, is tied to sophomore reasonable pick to be the best quarterback in 


il Stadium (61,500) 
8:1-800-0LEMSON 
lamsc C. 


the conference. 

He'll also have some help. 'Tailback Wayne 
Gallman earned a much larger role in the 
second half of his debut season, rumbling 
for 571 yards over the last six games. Fellow 


quarterback Deshaun Watson. When Watson 
was healthy and finally handed the offense 

com (he didn’t make his first start until the fourth 
game), the Tigers were imposing. When he 
wasn't, Clemson was forced to rely on its stingy 


DU / AP 


Twitter: @ClemsonFB 
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WASOOTS RICHARDS /AP 


sophomore Artavis Scott emerged as an excellent 
complement to deep threat Mike Williams, and the duo 
returns intact at wide receiver this season. 

Center Ryan Norton enters his third year as a starter, 
while senior Isaiah Battle provides stability at left tackle. 
Sorting out the other three positions on the line will be 
vital to Clemson’s success. 

There are fewer certainties on a defense that 
ranked first nationally in total yards allowed, third 
in points allowed and fifth in rushing yards allowed. 

It capped three years of consistent growth under 
coordinator Brent Venables, and there's bound to be 
some regression with only three starters back and the 
departure of defensive linemen Vic Beasley and Grady 
Jarrett and linebacker Stephone Anthony. 

However, Clemson is not without some experience 
to plug in. Defensive end Shaq Lawson had 11 tackles for 
loss a season ago, while tackle D,J. Reader has logged 
more than 800 snaps over the last three seasons. Ben 
Boulware figures Lo slide into Anthony's slot; he had an 
interception return for a touchdown in the bowl game 
while Anthony was suspended for targeting. 

In the secondary, sophomore cornerback Mackensie 
‘Alexander and junior safety Jayron Kearse both have a 
year of starting experience to their credit. 

Kicker Ammon Lakip returns after making 21 of 28 
field goals last season, but the Tigers must replace 
punter Bradley Pinion, who turned pro after his junior 
season, 


GOTTOM UNE 


Clemson's 2014 season depended heavily on how 
well the Tigers handled an arduous opening stretch 
that included trips to Georgia and Florida State. They 
lost both of those games, but won nine of their last 10 
(including comfortable defeats of South Carolina and 
Oklahoma). Suffice it to say, they dealt with the tough 
start well. 

Tt seems just as clear what the Tigers must deal with 
this fall. If Watson is (and can remain) healthy, can the 
offense be effective from the start of the season as the 
defense tries to quickly mature? With Louisville, Notre 
Dame and Georgia Tech staring at Clemson in an early 
three-game stretch, that will be the difference between 
another strong season and a potentially magical one in 
Death Valley. 


Clemson is quietly 
one of the top programs: - 
: weree 
intneroukitgy roa > Mitch Hyatt, OF «<6 
recruiting standpoint © © Christian Wilkins, oF © 


and Dabo Swinney did it 

again in 2015, This year 

he brought in two elite shill players from the sunshine state 
inthe nation’s No. 2 wide receiver in Deon Cain and the No. 
7athlete in Ray Ray McCloud Ill. Clemson also had one of the 
nation’s top defensive line classes led by Christian Wilkins out 
of Connecticut. On the other side of the line of scrimmage, 
Clemson landed the nation’s No. 2 offensive tacklein Mitch 
Hyatt, an early enrollee who could compete fora startingjob 
inthe fall. 


GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pet. Yds. 1D_ 
8 W886 | 934372 1679 146614) 1632 


RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/6 
WayneGallman 13161) 769 481 4 59.2 
* RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 
Mike Wiliams 131 $7 11030" 1817 6 | 79.2 
TACKLES _{GP_ Solo. Assist Total 
B45) S| 60 

No. __ Yards 

B35) 

TERCEPTIO' No. Yards Avg. TD. 
ohn 71 4 2011 
Korrin Wiggins 2) 44) 2010 
JayronKearse 2 7 050 


QBEHIND THE MASK 
‘The Tiger was first introducedin 1954 
along with the "Country Gentleman,” 2 
student dressed in purple tails and a top 
hat carrying a cane. The Country Gentle- 
man was discontinued in 1972, and the 
Tiger Cub debuted in 1993. 


209 ERM STAYS 

STATISTIC Ti 
SCORING 401 A] 
Points Per Game 308 167 
FiRST DOWNS 28) 185 
Rushing 105 % 
Passing us a 
Penalty i 8 
RUSHINGYARDAGE 1904344 
Yardsgained rushing 2279-1823 
Yards lustiushing, 373. 379 
Rushing Attempts 453 
AveragePerush 35 30 
NveragePerGame MGS 1034 
TOs Rushing i 
PASSINGYARDAGE 3404-2046 
Comp-At-int 2245112 194-388-12 
Average Pass 15 53 


‘Average Per atch MW 105 
S74 


‘TDsPassing n 
‘TOTAL OFFENSE 5308 3390. 

TotalPlays. 841 

‘Average Per Play 54 40 
Game 4083 260.8 


PUNTRETURNS:#-Y0S 35189 27-14 
INTRETURNS:#-¥DS 


§/58065 
40071 


ISCOREBYOTRS Ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT 
Clemson 96 145 86 74 0 401 
Opponent 43°47 47:74 6 27 


DEPTH CRNA 
B OFFENSE 


Deshaun Watson (6-2, 205, So.) 
Nick Schuessler (6-3, 195, Jr.) 


RB Wayne Gallman (6-1, 205, So.) 
Zac Brooks (6-0, 200, J) 

HT (saiah Battle 6-7, 290, St.) 
Mitch Hyatt (6-6, 270, Fr) 

LG Eric Mac Lain (6-4, 305, Sr.) 
Noah Green (6-5, 275, Fr) 

© RyanNorton (6-3, 285, Sr.) 
Justin Falcineli (6-3, 305, Fr.) 

RG Tyrone Crowder (6-2, 330, So.) 
Zach Giella (6-5, 275, Fr.) 

RT Joe Gore (6-5, 290, Sr) 
Jake Fruhmorgen (6-5, 285, Fr) 

TE Jordan Leagett (6-5, 250, Jr) 
Stanton Seckinger (6-5, 240, St) 

WR Mika Willisme (6-4, 210, Je) 
‘Trevion Thompson (6-2, 195, Fr) 

WR Charone Peake (6-2, 205, Sr) 
Germone Hopper (5-11, 175, Jn) 

WR Artavis Scott (5-10, 190, So.) 
Ray Ray McCloud (5-9, 175, Fr.) 

@ DEFENSE 

DE Shaq Lawson (6-3, 275, Jn) 
Richard Yeargin (6-4, 225, Fr.) 

DT D.J,Reader (6-2, 325, Sr) 
Scott Pagano (6-3, 295, 50.) 

DT Carlos Watkins (6-3, 295, Jr) 
Christian Wilkins (6-5, 305, Fr.) 

DE Kevin Dodd (6-5, 275, Jr) 
Ebenezer Ogundeko (6-3, 250, So.) 

‘SLB Dorian O'Daniel (6-2, 215, So.) 
Korrin Wiggins (5-11, 195, Jr) 

MLB_B.J, Goodson (6-0, 240, Sr.) 
Kendall Joseph (5-11, 225, Fr.) 

WLB Ben Boulware (6-0, 235, J) 
Korie Rogers (6-2, 235, Fr.) 

{8 Mackensie Alexander (5-10, 190, S0.) 
Ryan Carter (5-9, 180, So.) 

(CB  Cordrea Tankersley (6-1, 195, 1) 
Mark Fields (5-10, 185, Fr.) 

$S__Jayron Kearse (6-4, 210, Jr) 
T.l.Green (6-3, 205, Jr.) 

$ _Jadar Johnson (6-0, 200, Jr) 


Jefferie Gibson (6-4, 200, Fr) 


® SPECIALISTS 


Ammon Lakip (5-11, 200, Sr.) 
Andy Teasdall (5-11, 185, Jr.) 
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PROJECTED 


2015 SCHEDULE 


DATE | oPPONENT 


$5 Auburn 909 
S.J2 Houston 

SA7 Clemson 108 
$28 Samford 

Od @NC.STATE 30-18 
O17 @FLORIDASTATE 342 
0.2) Boston College 3849 
0.30 @WAKEFOREST 2040 
2 Syracuse 66 
NW Virginia 208 
2) @PITTSBURGH 

(20. @KENTUCKY aad 


@ COACH 
Bobby Petrino 
Skxth year (50:13) 
Careerrecord:92-34 
Offensivecoordinator: 
Garrick McGee (second year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Todd Granthom (second year) 


@ FASTFALTS 


2014RECORD: 9-4 


Brandon Radcliff 


No greater question faced the Louisville 
football program this spring than just who 
would play quarterback in 2015. 

It’s safe to say there is not a shortage of 
options for coach Bobby Petrino to choose 
from. 

Krom sophomores Reggie Bonnafon 
and Kyle Bolin to Penn State transfer Tyler 
Ferguson to the on-the-mend Will Gardner, 
the Cardinals’ offense could find itself in the 
hands of several quarterbacks before the 
season is through. 

Gardner threw for 12 touchdowns and 
three interceptions in eight games, but missed 
the end of the season with a left knee injury. 
Bonnafon, a Louisville native, made five starts 
as a true freshman while showing dual-threat 
abilities. Bolin stepped in against Kentucky 
in the regular-season finale to throw for 381 
yards and three touchdowns. 

All had their moments, but Louisville never 
enjoyed especially consistent quarterback 
play. For the Cardinals to build on last year’s 
9-4 mark, they'll need steadier production at 
that position. 

Brandon Radcliff (team-high 12 rushing 
touchdowns) and L,J. Scott are again among 
the contenders for playing time at running 
back, while the receiving corps must replace 
star DaVante Parker. Among the candidates 
include holdover James Quick, as well asa 
pair of transfers (Ja’Quay Williams from Texas 
A&M and Jamari Staples from UAB). 
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DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


Brandon Radcliff, RB 


Radcliff spent 2013 mainly as a kick 
returner and began last season as a 
fourth-string running back, He finished 
2014 as the team leader in rushing 
yards and touchdowns despite starting 
just five games. The 5-9, 214-pound 
junior from Miami made the most of his 
opportunities, gaining 737 yards on just 
144 carries and scoring 12 touchdowns, 
That averages out to a touchdown every 
61 yards gained. 


For all of its skill-position options, 
Louisville dues have significant questions 
up front. Center Tobijah Hughley is the only 
full-time starter who returns, though tackle 
Aaron Epps earned six starts late in the 
season, Solidifying the rest of that unit will be 
a preseason priority for the Cardinals, who 
will face Auburn and Clemson in the first 
three weeks of September. 

‘The most likely scenario, however, is that 
Louisville again relies on its stout defense to 


Fl 


‘MASCOT: JOHN BAZEMORE /AP 


keep it in games, especially early in the season. 

Louisville adapted well to its switch to a 3-4 scheme last 
season, and while its national rankings sagged slightly, 
the quality of the schedule improved considerably in its 
new league. The Cardinals were especially strong against 
the run, yielding only 109.9 yards per game, and bring 
back three starters, including defensive end Sheldon 
Rankins (13.5 tackles for loss, 8 sacks). 

Inside linebackers James Burgess and Keith Kelsey 
should be mainstays again, with Louisville searching 
for a replacement for first team all-ACC pick Lorenzo 
Mauldin. 

Look for Devonte Fields, the Big 12’s Defensive 
Rookie of the Year in 2012 at TCU, to emerge as an 
impact newcomer. Fields spent last year at a junior 
college after the Horned Frogs booted him following an 
arrest for misdemeanor assault. How Fields handles his 
second chance will influence both how much success 
the Cardinals’ defense enjoys and how much scrutiny 
the program receives as it delves deeper into Petrino’s 
second stint in charge. 

Nearly the entire starting secondary exits, including 
star safety Gerod Holliman, and Georgia transfer 
Josh Harvey-Clemons is among the notable options 
contending for playing time. 

Louisville's kicker position safely belongs to senior 
John Wallace, whose 51 field goals are nine shy of the 
school’s career record. Josh Appleby, a career reserve 
who had six punts last season, will have the chance to 
seize a starting role as a senior. 


AOTTOM LINE 


‘There was a certain irony that Petrino, who 
burnished his reputation as an offensive mastermind 
in an earlier stint at Louisville and again at Arkansas, 
found himself with a dominant defense paired with 
an unpredictable offense in his first year back with the 
Cardinals. Between a plethora of quarterback options 
and another year in Petrino’s system, the offense 
should be better. 

Yet Louisville still looks like a team that will go as far 
as its defense can take it. The front seven is an imposing 
group, and the Cardinals should be able to remain a 
threat in nearly every game they play. They might not 
make a runat an ACC title, but there’s enough in place 
to replicate last year’s nine-win performance. 


RECRUITING AEP 


Louisville continues to 
recruit Florida well with 
Bobby Petrino continuing 
the trend that Charlie 
Strong started, This year 
the Cardinals landed one 
of the top quarterbacks in the country out of Florida in Lamar 
Jackson and an explosive back named James Allen. Alabama 
hasalso becomea priority and Darius Smith isa versatile 
defender out of Florence, Ala., that can be a playmaker at 
safety or linebacker. The juco ranks were also good to Petrino 
with former TCU Freshman All-America Devonte Fields and 
Fresno City College big back Jeremy Smith highlighting the 
haul. 


TOPSIONEES 


|  Devonte Fields, 
+)» Darius Smith, |) sre 
| + Devante Peete, 1) ss 6» 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


® PASSING 
WillGardner 
GP Effic. Cmp-Attint Pet. Yds. TD Avg/6 


KeithKelsey B60 27 87 
ee 


OBEHIND THE MASK 

Louisville's athletic teams have been 
known as the Cardinals since 1913. The 
Cardinal Bird was chosen as the mascot to 
identify with members of the common- 
wealth of Kentucky since the cardinal is 


the official state bird. 
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‘SCORING: 405 283 
Points Per Game 32 28 

FIRST DO 265, 199 
Rushing Nie wu 
Passing B3 10 
Penalty 6 % 

RUSHING YARDAGE 1855 1429 
‘Yatds gained) BB 1684 


Average er Rush 38 33 
MveranePerGame = 427 «109.9 
TOsRushing 8 2 
PASSING? ar 595 
CComp-At-nt 737-42610__ 221-40-26 
Average Per Pass Wl 3 
‘Average PerCatch 38 WW 
Aeron Pe one 252088 
iJ uM 
TOTAL OFFENSE Sr 4004 
Total Plays 939 B43 
‘vetayePes Play 35 48 
PerGame 3947309. 


PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 37-774 _ 31-30). 


‘PUNTRETURNAVG, 14 37 
INTRETURNAVG. 119 W 
FUMBLES-LOST 2536 4 
PENALTIES-YARDS —__90-641_65:567 
‘Average PerGame 49.3 435 
PUNTS-YARDS 73.7908 79-3328 
‘Average Per Punt 398 42) 
Net punt average 344 an 
22.32 
SRO-DOWNCONV. ——_78/198—_—62/195 
310-Dowo ct. 0%. 
‘ATH-DOWNCONV. wa a6 
4th-Down Pct. Stk Bk 
‘SACKSBY-YARDS 40-303 38-304 
“YARDS 0 
‘TOSSCORED 51 31 
FG-ATTEMPTS is19 23-26 
ATTENDANCE 311629779071 
Games/AvgPetGame — 6/57972 


B/ABSIZ 
NeutralSite Games yase7t 


ISCOREBYOTRS _tst_2nd 3rd_4th_ OT 
Louisville 


63.140 75 107 0 405 


Opponent 36 65 83 78 O 283 
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OEPTH CHART 

BD OFFENSE 

08 Reggie Bonnafon (6-3. 209, So) 
Kyle Bolin 6-2, 208, So.) 

RB Brandon Radcliff (5-9, 214, Jr) 
Lu. Scott (6-0, 226, So.) 

UT Ketby Johnson (6-7, 297, Sr.) 
Lukayus McNeil (6-6, 313,50) 

LG Pedro Sibiea (6-3, 300, Jr.) 
Kall Hunter (6-4, 300, Jr) 

€ — Yobijah Hughley (6-3, 289, Jr.) 
T.C.Klusman (6-3, 275, Jr) 

RE Skylar Lacy (6-6, 306, So.) 

Gabe Abner (6-3, 289, Jr) 

‘Karon Epps (6-7, 288, Sr.) 

Danny Burns (6-6, 303, So.) 

Keith Towbridge (6-5, 261, Jr) 

Micky Crum (6-4, 257,50.) 

WR Ja'Quay Williams (6-3, 214, Jr) 
Gio Pascascio (6-3, 185, Jr.) 

WR James Quick (6-1, 191, Jr) 

Charles Standberry (6-3, 226, So.) 

Jamari Staples (6-4, 195, Jr.) 

Javonte Bagley (6-3, 192, So) 


BD DEFENSE 

DE Sheldon Rankins (6-2, 303, Sr) 
Drew Bailey (6-5, 285, Jt.) 

NT DeAngelo Brown (6-1, 308, Jr.) 
Johnny Richardson (6-3, 322, So.) 

DE Pio Vatuvei (6-2, 296, Sr.) 
Kyle Shortridge (6-2, 305, So.) 

OLB Keith Brown (6-1, 237, Jr) 
Nick Dawson-Brents (6-3, 265, Jr) 

WB Keith Kelsey (6-1, 236, Jr) 
Stacy Thomas (6-1, 225, 50.) 

MLB James Burgess (6-0, 229, Sr.) 
Trevon Young (6-4, 229, Sr.) 

OLB Henry Famurewa (6-2, 245, So.) 
Finesse Middleton (6-0, 242, So.) 

CB Shaq Wigains (5-10, 171, Jr) 
Trumaine Washington (5-10, 183, So.) 

CB Cornelius Sturghill (5-11, 186, So,) 
Jaire Alexander (5-11, 170, Fr.) 

FS Josh Harvey-Clemons (6-5,.230, Sr) 
Jarrod Barnes (5-11, 193, Jr.) 

$$ Chucky Williams (6-2, 204, So.) 
Zykiesis Cannon (6-0, 195, So.) 


BD SPECIALISTS 
K John Wallace (6-0, 190, St.) 
P Josh Appleby (6-3, 223, Sr) 
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2015 SCHEDULE 

2044 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT 
$5 Troy 
S12 Easter Kentucky 
51 @OLD DOMINION 454 
$26 @SOUTHALABAMA 
0.2 Louisville 1830 
0.4 @VIRGINIATECH 
(024 @WAKEFOREST 43 
0.3). Clemson O41 
7 @BOSTONCOLLEGE 14330 
Wh @FLORIOASTATE 4158 
Nal Syracuse mi 
1.20 North aroina 357 


@C0ACH 


Dave Doeren 
Third year (1114) 
Careerrecord: 34-18 
Offensivecoordinator: 
Matt Canada (third ye 
Defensive coordinator: 
Dave Huxtable (thi year) 


@FASTFACTS 


2014 RECORD: 


919-865-1510 
jah NE 


‘Things were starting to become mildly uncomfortable for 
N.C. State under coach Dave Doeren, whose tenure began with 
12 consecutive ACC losses. But last November brought some 
relief: Three wins in four games to close out the regular season, 


followed by a victory over UCP in a bow! game. 


‘That closing stretch, which 
included an emphatic rout of 
rival North Carolina, provided 
far greater hope to Wolfpack 
fans that things were heading 
in the right direction than the 
season-opening four-game 
winning streak against a soft 
nonconference slate ever 
could, Now comes the chore 
of continuing to build and 
close the gap on Clemson, 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


Matt Dayes, RB 


Dayes was an all-purpose dynamo 
for the Wolfpack in2014 with 
1,278 yards and 13 touchdowns 
asa rusher, receiver and ki 
returner. Not only did he average 
5.5 yards per carry and score 
eight touchdowns, but he’s also 


S-VEARRECOAD 35-29 
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PROVECTED START 


08 
RB 
FB 
u 

iG 
c 

RG 
RT 
Te 
wR 
‘WR 


Jacoby Brissett (6-4, 235, Sr.) 
Shadrach Thornton (6-1, 205, Sr) 
Jaylen Samuels (5-11, 236,50.) 
‘Tyler Jones (6-3, 290, Fr) 

Joe Thuney (6-5, 288, Gr) 
Quinton Schooley (6-4, 308, Sr.) 
Tony Adams (6-2, 318, So) 

‘Alex Barr (6-8, 326, Sr) 

David J. Grinnage (6-5, 274, Jr) 
Johnathan Alston (6-0, 203, Jr) 
Jumichael Ramos (6-2, 200, Jr) 


Bradley Chubb (6-4, 257, So.) 
Kentavius Street (6-2, 278, So.) 
BJ. Hill (6-4, 294, So.) 

Mike Rose (6-3, 277, Sr.) 


Florida State and Louisville in 
the Atlantic Division. yards and five TDs last season, He'll 

It won't be easy, but the double again a6. rushing option in 
presence of quarterback the backfield anda safe and sure 

: x ‘outlet in the passing game. 
Jacoby Brissett and running 
backs Shadrach Thornton and 
Matt Dayes certainly provides 
a boost. Brissett wasn’t perfect, but the Florida transfer was still 
a massive upgrade over the collection of quarterbacks Doeren 
used in his first season and is one of the ACC’s most established 
players at his position. 

Thornton is the No. 4 returning rusher in the conference 
after mustering 907 yards and nine touchdowns last year. 
Dayes, meanwhile, is a versatile back who can be effective in the 
passing game. 

The skill positions featured a fairly anonymous cast not long 
ago in Raleigh, but the biggest concerns entering the year on 
both sides of the ball are up front. The Wolfpack graduated 
both of its starting tackles, and three of its four starters on the 
defensive front are gone as well. How well their replacements 
fare will help determine how far N.C. State can go. 

Special teams also have two big holes after the departures of 
first-team All-ACC punter Wil Baumann and kicker Niklas Sade. 


after catching 32 passes 


The nonconference schedule is again favorable, so the 
Wolfpack should go bowling again. There probably isn’t enough 
in place to seriously contend for an Atlantic title, but N.C. State 
might have an upset in it this year. Either way, look for progress 
from the Wolfpack, even if there isn’t a big bump in the win 
column. 
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LB Airius Moore (6-0, 232, So.) 
LB Jerod Fernandez (6-0, 231, So.) 
NB Dravious Wright (5-10, 205, Jr) 
€B_ Jack Tocho (6-0, 198, Jr) 

CB Juston Burris (6-1, 207, Gr.) 

FS Hakim Jones (62, 200, St.) 
$8 Josh Jones (6-2, 215, So.) 


K Kyle Bambard (5-8, 188, Fr.) 
P A.J, Cole ll (6-4, 230, Fr.) 
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zor 


* Johnny Frasier, f ©* 
* Darian Roseboro, De b= 


* Nyheim Hines, 22 «+64 


N.C. State made a big push with 
{ts 2015 class by landing what some 
consider to be the best running 
back classin the country. Johnny. 
Frasier, Reggie Gallaspy and 
Nyheim Hines areas good as any 
three backs ina single class in the 
country and each bringaslightly 
different elementto the table. The 
Wolfpack recruited wellin their 
back yard tuo, led by four-star DE 
Darian Roseboro and four-star OT 
Emmanuel McGirt. 


COAYES GENRY BROOME / ar 


STROUN/ AP 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Darius Wade (6-0, 201, 50) 
RB Jon Hilliman (6-0, 215, So.) 

FB Bobby Wolford (6-2, 248, Sr.) 
AT Dave Bowen (6-7, 291, Sr) 

1G Jon Baker (6-3, 281, So.) 

C Frank Taylor (6-3, 297, Sr.) 

RG Harris Wiliams (6-3, 299, Gr) 
RT James Hendren (6-7, 287, So.) 
TE Michael Giacone (6-5, 262, St) 
wr 
WR Dan Crimmins (6-5, 237, Sr.) 


DE Kevin Kavalec (6-2, 256, Jr.) 
OT Truman Gutapfel (6-3, 289, Jr) 
NT Connor Wujciak (6-3, 304, Sr.) 
DE Malachi Moore (6-7, 274, Sr) 
LB Matt Milano (6-1, 220, Jr) 

LB Steven Daniels (6-0, 257, Sr) 
LB Mike Strizak (6-2, 229, Sr) 


£8 John Johnson (6-0, 1 
$ Justin Simmons (6-3, 198, Sr) 
S Kamin Moore (5-11, 186, 50.) 


K Mike Knoll (6-0, 214, $0.) 
P Alex Howell (6-5, 206, Sr) 
Set Ne Ab Ametican 
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ii 
» Anthony Palazzolo, ()T »4-© 
+ Elijah Robinson, OF +» 
» Aaron Monteiro, 0 


Atop-60 class nationally for 
Boston College featured some big 
bodies on the line of scrimmage 
Anthony Palazzolo and Aaron 
Monteiro, both at 6-6 and more 
than 300 pounds, are the guys 
B.C, hopes willbe the bookends for 
years to come, with Wyatt Knopfke 
as the anchor in the middle. We 
‘think defensive lineman Zach Allen 
out of Connecticut may bethe 
most talented pickup of the class 
though. 


Underestimate Steve Addazio and Boston College at your own 
tisk. 

Twice, Addazio’s Eagles have been pegged to finish near or 
at the bottom of the ACC’s Atlantic Division. And twice Boston 
College has bagged seven regular-season victories and a bowl bid 
to further re-establish itself as a regular postseason team, if not a 
conference title contender. 

Addazio's formula remains 
both basic and profound. 
Control the line of scrimmage 
with a capable running game 
and an excellent defensive 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


Jon Hilliman, RB 


CO MEOEN CIN front, and minimize penalties 
played in all 13 games and started and turovers to force 
loping a nose for the 
‘ith 1 opponents to outplay the 
rita Eagles. 
er QB Tyler Murphy, who had ‘The restocking of Boston 


LL rushing touchdowns himself, 


College's roster to optimize 
Addazio’s preferred way of 
playing isn’t complete, but 
it’s hard not to say the Eagles 
are ahead of even the most 
optimistic timetables. Nonetheless, there are two areas that 
were not problem spots the last two years that possess some 
uncertainty entering 2015. 

After using a four-year starter (Chase Rettig) and a graduate 
transfer (Tyler Murphy) at quarterback the last two seasons, the 
Eagles are inexperienced at the position this year. Sophomore 
Darius Wade appeared in three games last fall and attempted 
just eight passes, but his strong arm could help him emerge as a 
long-term solution under center. 

‘The greater concern is the offensive line, which was littered 
with fifl-year players in back-to-back seasons. No such luxury 
exists this year, and the Eagles’ ability to reload up front will 
dictate just how successful they can be. All five starters from 2014 
must be replaced. 

Defensive coordinator Don Brown’s aggressive system fostered 
the nation’s No. 2 rushing defense, and linebacker Steven Daniels 
and nose tackle Connor Wujciak anchor a front seven that lost 
only a pair of starters. There are more questions in the secondary, 
where Justin Simmons is the lone returning starter, 


has graduated, so it’s on the 6: 
15-pound fillliman to carry th 
sive load, 


Boston College has some weak spots, but it does have the 
benefit of a well-established identity. While the Eagles aren’t 
particularly flashy, they play to their strengths and minimize 
their miscues. Even with quarterback and especially the offensive 
line to sort out, it would come as little surprise if the results of 
Addazio’s third season are much like his first two. 


2015 SCHEDULE 


DATE | OPPONENT 
55) Maine 


17 @CLENSON 
0% @LOUISVILLE 

03) Virginia Tech 
WNC. State 

N21 Notre Dame i oy 
(a0 @SYRACUSE 


@ COACH 


Steve Addazio 
Third year (14-12) 

Carer record: 27-28 
Offensive coordinator: 
Todd Fitch (first 

Defensive coordinator: 
Don Brown (third year) 
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2015 SCHEDULE 


2014 
ATE OPPONENT RESULT 


Sa Rhodetsland 
S12 WakeForest 307 
19 Central Michigan 403 
Sab tu 

(0,0 @SOUTHFLORIOA 

‘08 @VIRGINIA 

(0.24 Pittsburgh i) 
0) @FLORIOASTATE 20:38 
(uy @LOUSVILLE 628 
WI) Clemson 616 
N20) @NC.STATE 1724 
(iW Boston College 18 


@ COACH 


Scott Shafer 
Thiddy 
Careerreco 


veat) 
Defensive coordinator: 
(Chick Bullough thie 


@ FAST FACTS 


Margez Hodge 


‘The mandate for Syracuse is obvious enough after sliding to 3-9 
in its second year both in the ACC and under coach Scott Shafer: 
Improve on offense or endure another miserable season, 

‘The Orange dealt with its share of injuries last season, notably 
to quarterback Terre! Hunt, but its feeble play on that side of the 
ball wasn’t entirely dependent 
upon who was available to 
play. It ultimately cost George 
McDonald his offensive 
coordinator duties midseason, 
and Tim Lester was elevated to 
replace him. 

Lester kept the full-time 
gig, and it will be his task to 
help Syracuse re-establish 
something of an identity after 
mustering nine offensive 
touchdowns in the final nine 
games. Hunt, a dual-threat 
option who threw for just one 
touchdown in five starts before 
suffering a broken fibula, will 
be back, and that alone should 
add some life to the Orange’s rushing game. 

Invigorating the passing attack, however, is trickier. 
Sophomore wideout Steve Ishmael showed some potential in the 
second half of last season, and a healthy Brisly Estime would give 
Hunt an elusive possession receiver. Those pieces nonetheless 
need to improve if Syracuse, which was next-to-last nationally in 
pass efficiency last year, is to field a multidimensional offense. 

Shafer’s first two teams were decent defensively, particularly 
against the run, But eight starters have departed and it has turned 
a relative strength into a considerable question entering the fall. 

Linebacker Marqez Hodge and defensive end Ron Thompson 
are the returning anchors in the front seven, while cornerback 
Julian Whigham is the lone starter back in a secondary that will 
now be without two-year starter Durell Eskridge (early entry to 
the NEL Draft). 

Senior punter Riley Dixon, an honorable mention AI-ACC pick 
in 2014, is the Orange’s lone returning all-conference selection. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 
Marqgez Hodge, LB 


Last year Hodge was the tone 
‘sophomore ona defensive anit 
full of upperclassmen, but he v 

given the leadership role at middle 
He put together a 


{ineba 
Fespectable line with 38 tackles, 


5.5 tackles for toss, three sacks alte 
a fumble recovery in nine games 
before a season-ending injury. He’s 
back as the leader of a defense that 
returns just four regulars, so his 
mettle will ested, 


Syracuse simply didn’t have the offensive talent to threaten 
the top teams in the ACC last season, and that was obvious even 
before injuries set in. Even if it is at full health, the Orange must 
deal with Clemson, Florida State, LSU and Louisville. That offers 
Syracuse little margin for error if it hopes to return to. a bowl 
game. 


2015 SPORTING NEWS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


QB Terrel Hunt (6-3, 234, Gr) 
RB Devante McFarlane (6-0, 198, Sr.) 
HB Ashton Broyld (6-3, 216, Sr) 
UT Wan Foy (6:5, 292, Sr) 

1G Nick Robinson (6-6, 279, Sr.) 
© Rob Trudo (6-4, 300, Sr) 

RG Aaron Roberts (6-4, 285, 50) 
RT Omari Palmer (6-3, 303, Sr.) 
TE Josh Parts (6-4, 245, Sr) 

WR Steve Ishmael (6-2, 184, So.) 
WR Alvin Cornelius (6-1, 193, Sr.) 


DE Ron Thompson (6-3, 257, St.) 

DT Kayton Samuels (6-0, 319, So.) 

OT John Raymon (6-5, 325, St.) 

DE Donnie Simmons (6-2, 248, Sr) 

LB Parris Bennett (6-0, 223, S0.) 

LB Zaire Franklin (6-0, 238, So.) 

LB Margez Hodge (5-11, 218, Jr) 

€B_ Julian Whigham (6-1, 185, Sr.) 

€B_ Wayne Morgan (5-11, 198, Sr.) 

S Chauncey Scissum (6-2, 206, Jr.) 
Rodney Williams (5-10, 187, So.) 


K Cole Murphy (6-3, 193, So.) 
P Riley Dixon (6-5, 221, Sr) 
Sporting News Al-Amercon 


RECRUITING REOAT 


* Dontae Strickland, At}! »» 
+ Marquis Blair, © +» 
» Amir Ealay, Fr = 


Syracuse found maybeits most 
intriguing prospect afternational 
signing day in OB/ATH Kenterius 
Womack out of rural Alabama who 
had no offers before the Orange 
found him. He joins another 
talented quarterback in Eric 
Dungey out of Oregon. Syracuse 
found another intriguing Alabama 
native in Steven Clark, who: 
chose Syracuse over Florida and 
Vanderbilt, But don't be surprised 
ifit'sin-state back Tyrone Perkins 
that ends up being the best ofthis 
roup. 


GARRY JONES / AP 


Ue 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB John Wolford (6-1, 205, 50.) 
RB_ |saiah Robinson (5-10, 215, So.) 
UT Justin Herron (6-5, 290, Fr) 
1G Dylan Intemann (6-3, 305, Sr) 
© Ryan Anderson (6-6, 290, Fr) 
RG Josh Harris (6-4, 310, Jr) 

Phil Haynes (6-4, 280, Fr.) 
Cam Serigne (6-3, 245, So.) 
Jared Crump (6-3, 205, Jr) 
Tabari Hines (5-10, 165, Fr) 
Cortez Lewis (6-1, 200, Fr.) 


Wendell Dunn (6-3, 250, So.) 
‘Tylor Harris (6-4, 305, Sr) 
Josh Banks (6-4, 275, Jr) 
Duke Ejiofor (6-4, 275, 50) 
Brandon Chubb (6-1, 245, 5) 
LB Marquel Lee (6-3, 235, Jr) 

CB Brad Watson (6-0, 190, Jr) 

[B_ Thomas illon (5-10, 180,50.) 
ROV Hunter Williams (6-0, 220, Sr.) 
FS Ryan Janvion (5-11, 190, J) 
$$. Thomas Brown (6-3, 220, Jr) 


K Mike Weaver (6-1, 180, So) 
P- Alexander Kinal (6-4, 205, Sr) 
Sporting News Ak American 


RECRUITING 8 


max 
‘ins, 

* Kyle Kearns, 1) © 

+ Dionte Austin, <5 © 

» Rocky Reid, /:!i © 6 


After the defense carrieda 
woeful offense in 2014, help ison 
the way. Wake’s 2015 recruiting 
class features a tremendous group 
of offensive talent. Tight end 
Bowman Archibald, QB Kendall 
Hinton and WR Tabari Hines are all 
very talented and al early enrollees 
that competed in spring drills. 
Meanwhile, we love the upside 

on big RB Rocky Reid, WR Steven 
Claude and lineman Nathan Gilliam, 
On defense, CB Dionte Austin has 
elite upside. 


Marquel Lee’ 


‘As experiments went, Wake Forest’s 2014 season was a fairly 
predictable one. With an offense littered almost entirely with 
new starters, including a true freshman quarterback behind an 
unusually raw line, little success was expected. 

Little came as coach Dave Clawson undertook the beginning 
stages of the Demon Deacons’ 
reconstruction project. Wake 


DIFFERENCE-MAKEA Forest never scored more than 
24 points in a game and ranked 
Marquel Lee, LB last nationally in total offense. 
Clearly, any progress the 
Demon Deacons make this 


season will stem from strides 
on that side of the ball. That 
will start with quarterback John 
Wolford, who impressively 
managed to start every game 
last fall despite playing behind 
a line that surrendered four 
sacks an outing. He'll have 
one of his favorite targets, 
sophomore tight end Cam 
Serigne (54 receptions), back 
as well. 

Wolford will play behind a line that returns three starters and 
should presumably be better prepared to establish a semblance 
ofa rushing attack. The Demon Deacons ran for at least 75 yards 
just twice all season, and a maturing line (coupled with a plethora 
of redshirted options) should lead to some improvement on the 
ground. 

Wake Forest's biggest defensive questions are in the secondary, 
where three multi-year starters (including cornerbacks Kevin 
Johnson and Merrill Noel) graduated. But the team’s top three 
tacklers-safety Ryan Janvion and linebackers Brandon Chubb and 
Marquel Lee-are hack, and an extra season in the 4-2-5 scheme 
figures to help the Demon Deacons’ entire defense. 

The kicking game appears set, with Aussie punter Alexander 
Kinal coming off a second-team All-ACC season. Sophomore 
Mike Weaver was 15-for-19 on field-goal attempts and connected 
twice in overtime against Virginia Tech to secure Wake’s lone 
conference victory. 


Wake Forest is still extremely young and probably a year away 
from bowl contention. But it figures to be more competitive in 
Clawson’s second season in Winston-Salem. Look for the Demon 
Deacons to make incremental progress and maybe throw an extra 
scare or two into teams near the top of the league. 
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@ COACH 


Dave Clawson 
ond year (3:9 
Careerrecord:93: 


Offensive coordinator: 


Defensivecoordinators: 
Mike Elko (second year) 
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2015 SCHEDULE 


DATE OPPONENT 
Alcorn State 
$02 Tulane 

S19 @NOTREDAME 
526 @DUKE 

0. North Carolina 
000 @CLEMSON 
7 Pittsburgh 
0.24 Florida State 
031 @vIRGIN 
J\12 Virginia Tech 
Nat @MIAMN(FL) 
N28 Georgia 


@ COACH 


Paul Johnson 


Defensive coordinat 
Ted Roof (third year) 


@ FAST FACTS 


3 


2014 
RESULT 


321 


BH 
43-48 
86 
56-28 
3537 
3510 
74 
287 
024 


Midway through last October, Georgia 
Tech was square in the middle of the ACC 
Coastal Division muddle, sitting at 2-2 
in conference after a 48-43 loss at North 
Carolina, its 5-O start a distant memory. 

But a convincing win at Pittsburgh started 
the ball rolling on a fantastic season-ending 
run. The Yellow Jackets won six of their 
last seven games, the only loss coming 
by two points to Florida State in the ACC 
Championship Game. A dominant win over 
SEC foe Mississippi State gave the Yellow 
Jackets their first win in a New Year’s Six 
bow! since a Sugar Bowl victory in 1956, and 
with so much returning on defense. 
Tech enters the season as the prohil 
favorite to win the Coastal and make a return 
trip to the ACC title game. 

For Paul Johnson’s team to reach 
expectations, though, it will need to find 
some answers at the offensive skill positions, 
most notably at receiver and at running 
back. Johnson can take solace in the return 
of quarterback Justin Thomas, who was an 
unknown heading into last season but shined 
as a sophomore, finishing with 1,719 passing 
yards and 1,086 rushing yards. He accounted 
for 26 touchdowns. 
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NATIONAL ag 


By 


P.J. Davis, LB 


Georgia Tech isa virtual lock 
among the nation's leaders in rushing 
offense this season, but to win the 
Ramblin’ Wreck is going to have to get 
some defensive stops. Enter Davis. The 
Cairo, Ga., native staked his claim as 
one of the ACC's top young linedackers, 
leading the Yellow Jackets with 119 
tackles and recording 8.5 tackles 
for loss, four sacks and three forced 
fumbles. All-ACC honors are onthe 
agenda for 2015. 


‘The key to Thomas’ continued 
improvement is consistency. He completed 
just 51.3 percent of his passes last year and 
had six interceptions. 

Departed running backs Synjyn Days, Zach 
Laskey, Charles Perkins and Tony Zenon 


‘DAVE: YAWESLADKY 7 AP 


‘MASOOT: ME STEWART AP 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS S-YEARRECORD Jehordi) 


combined for 2,511 yards and 22 touchdowns on the 
ground, and finding answers at the A-back and B-back 
positions was the priority of the spring. 

Johnson thought C.J. Leggett could contribute 
immediately as a freshman last year, but with so many 
seniors ahead of him on the depth chart, Johnson 
chose to redshirt him. Leggett and true freshman 
Quaide Weimerskirch will get the first looks at B-back, 
and Dennis Andrews, Isiah Willis and Broderick 
Snoddy are the frontrunners for playing time at 
A-back. 

Another question mark is at receiver, where Micheal 
Summers and Ricky Jeune will be tasked with taking 
bigger roles after the departure of DeAndre Smelter 
and Darren Waller. 

‘The other focus in the spring was defensive 
improvement. Georgia Tech returns eight starters, 
plus defensive lineman Jabari Hunt-Days, who was 
academically ineligible for the 2014 season. Hunt-Days 
spent last year practicing with the scout team. 

‘The Yellow Jackets ranked 14th in FBS in turnover 


FF 
margin last season, but that was one of the few OBGEHIND THE MASK 4 o ea 41, 189, 11) 
bright spots statistically. The Jackets ranked 62nd Buzz, first seen in 1972, isa Yellow Jacket Ta ye TEOa a st) " 
; = & that pays homage to fansas far back as the 0,212 Sr 
in rush defense, 87th in passing yards allowed, 1890s who used to wear yellow jackets to RB C.J. Leggett (5-10, 207, Fr) 
52nd in scoring defense and 114th in third-down- ‘support Georgia Tech teams. Former coach Quaide Weimerskirch (6-0, 205, Fr) 
conversion-percentage defense. The Yellow Jackets John Heisman asked for his teams to be we 5,198 
are experienced on the back end, with senior corners Cefertes tyas Yellow Jacketshepioning Fee ere a 
, z ‘ in 1905, roderic 9, 19, Sr) 
Chris Milton and DJ. White returning, as well as senior a RB Isiah Willis (5-9, 193, Jr) 
safety Jamal Golden. . Clinton Lynch (6-0, 181, Fr.) 
Kicker Harrison Butker returns after an up-and- 21S TUM STATS 11 Bryan Chamberlain (6-4, 295, Sr) 
down season in which he nailed a 53-yard field goal | orp | Eason Fromayan (6-4, 290, So) 
but was just six-for-13 from 30 yards out or longer. He SO os at a AG Trey Braun (6-5, 294, Sr) 
‘was especially shaky in the 30-39-yard range, missing FIRSTOOWKS 350 300 Gary Brown (6-3, 288, Fr.) 
five of his seven kicks. Rushing 259 125 © Freddie Burden (6-3, 302, Jr) 
Passing 7B 160 ‘Andrew Marshall (6-4, 270, So.) 
Penalty. 8 15 RG Shamire Devine (6-7, 365, 50.) 
BOTTOM LINE a aed Ye. ws Nick Rrigham (6-3, 294, Jr) 
‘The early schedule is favorable for a team trying Yrdslostrshing 738288 HUW srrin ato 313,50) 
% ‘ : Rushing Attempts 730 463 Jake Stickle (6-5, 261, Fr.) 
to assess what it has at running back and receiver, as ‘Average er Rush 6) 51 WR Ricky Jeune (63,214, 50) 
the Yellow Jackets will open with home games against WveranePetGane 34211678 neta cette 
FCS Alcorn State and Tulane before traveling to Notre a WR Micheal Summers (6-1, 196, Jr) 
Dame and Duke in consecutive weeks. Georgia Tech Comp-Atint 1067036 787-448-18 Harland Howell (6-3, 200, Fr) 
gets Florida State and Virginia Tech at home. The ‘Average Per Pass 93 16 B® DEFENSE 
‘Yellow Jackets went II-3 a year ago and are looking for fesaarr ee ai ae 
back-to-back 10-win seasons for the first time since their TsPessing ra A © «Kenran Pee 
stadium’s namesake, Bobby Dodd, was coaching in 1951 ‘TOTALOFFENSE 66 5758 ts aes La ey my 
and 1952, Thomas will be key in bringing the young a hase tale Gace) 
running backs and receivers along, and if Tech survives an3 NT Patrick Gamble 65. 286, in) 
that early road stretch, it will have a strong chance of 3047 Jabari Hunt-Days 63, 261, 5) 
returning to Charlotte in December. ea DE Rod Rook-Chungong (6-3, 243, Jr) 
28 Tyler Merriweather (6-3, 231, 50,) 
66 ‘SAM Anthony Harrell (6-2, 237, Sr.) 
2, Beau Hankins (6-1, 231, Jr) 
CA ll IT N IF 75-616 MLB Tyler Marcordes (6-4, 235, Sr.) 
440 Terrell Lewis (6-2, 227,50.) 
41608 WILL P.J, Davis (5-11, 218, Jr) 
GeorgiaTechisthe yo winueres mar ee ei Noble eas sr) 
fare programthatdoesn't — christian WR ‘aa TMEOFPOSS./GAME 34-09 2551 CB Chris Milton (5-11, 190. Sr.) 
always see recruiting 5 Caieies ve ae Se 3RD-DOWNCONV, §——_99/I71___TI/I67 Lynn Griffin (6-0, 199, Jr) 

% ree St. Amour, ‘3rd-Down Pct. 58% Bm €B D.J, White (5-11, 188, Sr.) 
rankingsalignwithitsAP — « Victor Alexander, (1) += ATH.DOWNCOW, ia) ia sesputteen eth Sa) 
rankings and coach Paul ‘th-DownPet. 1%, 59% ep Dean (9-7 85,509 
Johnson's 2015 effort BESS 2177. 7-85. FS Jamal Golden (6-0, TAS 
isanothersolid but not spectacular group that will probably tet a nH eaten 
compete for ACC titles. In particular we love the linebacker pales m8 18-21 Corey Griffin 6-2, 194, Sh v 
group. led by Victor Alexander, Tyler Cooksey and Brant FENDANCE 291113__ 337451 5 hime 
Mitchell. We also think Brad Stewart could bea future star at a ® SPECIALISTS 
wide receiver and wasa late in-state steal out of Savannah, Ga. (Harrison Buther (6-3, 202, Jr) 

P Ryan Rodwell (6-2, 188, Jr) 
Seomaech RB W514 46 6 530 en eet 
Opponent 92 1 7 87 0 360 Sporting News AllAmerican 
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DATE OPPONENT 


$3 @TULANE 

‘S12 North Carolina Central 

S18 Northwestern 

5.25 Georgia Tech 375 
0.3 BostonCollege 

010 @ARMY 

(0.24 @VIRGINIATECH 16-417 
0.51 Miami(FL) 022 
{U7 @NORTHCAROLINA 20-45, 
104) Pittsburgh 5148 
2) @VIRGINA 2043 
20) @WAKEFOREST 4h) 


Careerrecortl:84-17 
Offensive coordinator: 
Soattie Montgomer 


Defensive coordinator: 
Jimknov Ihyear) 


@FASTFACTS 


Twitter: Duke FB 


DeVon Edwards 


Duke may rhyme with fluke, but no one 
can argue that the Blue Devils’ recent run of 
‘success is an anomaly. Winning is becoming 
the norm in Durham. 

‘The Blue Devils have won 25 games in the 
last three seasons, a run matched only by a 
25-win stretch in 1936-38, when the legendary 
Wallace Wade roamed the sidelines. Duke has 
put together back-to-back winning seasons for 
the first time since 1988-89, Steve Spurrier’s 
last two years in Durham. 

And for those expecting the Devils to slide 
back into mediocrity, think again. Duke is 
poised to make another run at the Coastal 
Division crown, thanks to depth at running 
back and experience in the secondary. 

‘The big question mark in the spring 
was how to replace quarterback Anthony 
Boone, who threw for 2,700 yards and 19 
touchdowns last season. For the first time in 
several years, coach David Cutcliffe does not 
have an experienced quarterback waiting to 
take over, Instead, 6-4 redshirt junior Thomas 
Sirk sat atop the depth chart at the end of 
spring practice. 

Sirk threw just 14 passes last season and 
completed 10, but three of them went for 
touchdowns. He zlso scored eight rushing 
touchdowns, so he’s gotten his fair share 
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DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


DeVon Edwards, S 


Edwards, a consensus All-America kick 
returner, expanded his role to become 
Duke's big hitter on defense last year. He 
recorded 133 tackles (including 7.5 for 
loss and 4.5 sacks) while also frustrating 
receivers with nine pass breakups and 
an interception. The 5-9 speedster from 
Covington, Ga., was also true to form 
as a return man, with 745 return yards 
(fourth on the team in all-purpose yards) 
and a touchdown 


of game action. For the first time, though, 
he'll be the man at quarterback. Cutcliffe has 
raved about Sirk’s size, speed and athleticism. 
Cutcliffe is fond of using two quarterbacks, so 
expect Parker Boehme and Nicodem Pierre to 
be in the hunt to get touches too. 

It helps that the Devils have superior 
backfield depth, which will allow Sirk to ease 


WASOOT- CHUCK BURTON /#P 


into his new role. 

Shaquille Powell ran for 618 yards and two. 
touchdowns last season, and speedy sophomore Shaun 
Wilson, who had the Devils’ longest run of the year (a 
69-yard touchdown), is back as well. Jela Duncan, who 
sat out last season due to an academic suspension, 
returns. 

Duke will need to find some production at receiver 
after the departure of the dependable Jamison 
Crowder, who caught 85 passes for 1,044 yards and 
six touchdowns a year ago, Max McCaffrey, Johnell 
Barnes and Anthony Nash will get the primary looks at 
receiver. Tight end Braxton Deaver, who missed last 
season With an injury, returns to team up with David 
Reeves, who caught three touchdown passes a year ago. 

Defensively, the Blue Devils were a middle-of-the- 
road team last year, but they return a ton of experience, 
especially on the back end, They'll also welcome back 
middle linebacker Kelby Brown, who was expected to 
be the team’s leading linebacker before tearing his ACL 
in August, Like Deaver, he was granted a sixth year of 
eligibility. 

The biggest concern defensively is up front, where 
the Devils have struggled to develop defensive line 
depth in recent years. Only one starter returns, tackle 
Carlos Wray. The new faces at defensive end are mostly 
converted linebackers, Brown could spend time at both 
linebacker and as a speedy rush end. 

‘Two of the ACC's top specialists—kicker Ross Martin 
and punter Will Monday-return for their senior 
seasons. Martin went 19-for-21 on field-goal attempts last 
season, with both misses coming from 40 yards out or 
more. 


BOTTOM LINE 


‘The recent success has translated into increased 
giving, which has funded a much-needed renovation 
to Wallace Wade Stadium, which is getting a new video 
board and a five-story press tower, Now that Duke has 
established itself as a consistent player in the ACC, 
the next step might be to improve the nonconference 
schedule, which includes Tulane, N.C. Central, 
Northwestern and Army. The Devils will need to play 
well early because they finish with five of their last 
seven on the road. Both Miami and Georgia Tech visit 
Durham, key games for Duke if it wants to challenge for 
the Coastal title, 


RECRUITING | 


You know Duke is TOPSUGNEES iam 
ontherise when two +) © Ben Humphreys, |i/S #94 © 
members ofits 2015 class gy Rahming, We «9 © 
(LB/SBenHumphreysand  . Reno Rosene, 
WRTJRahming) not only 


played in the U.S, Army 

All-American Bowl but were standouts in their appearance. 
Humphreys joins big receiver Aaron Young and offensive 
tackle Reno Rosene to complete what has been a strong 

push by Duke into the state of California as a national brand, If 
you're looking for a potential sleeper, keep an eye on Brandon 
Feamster out of the Philadelphia area. The Duke coaching staff 
loves the 6-3, 190-pound safety. 


RETURNING STATLENDERG 


» PASSING 

ThomasSirk 

GP. Effic, Cmp-Attlnt Pet. Yds, 1D Avg/6. 
12) 1023] 10-40 | 74] 67 [31 56 

+ RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
ShaquilePowell 12/134) 618 146 2| S15 
RECEIVING —_GP_No. Yds. Avg. TO Avg/6 
MaxMeCaffrey 12 371385 1104 3/208 
/ TACKLES. “GP. Solo. Assist Total 
DeVontdwards 13) 17 | «56 | 133 

© SACKS GP_No. _ Yards 
Jeremy Cash 3) 55 | 43 

CINTERCEPTIONS No. 

BreonBorders 


ODEHIND THE MASK 

The Blue Devil gets its origin froma group 
of French soldiers in World War | called 
the "Blue Devils.” WilliamH. Lander and 
Mike Bradshaw, two editors of the Trinity 
Chronicle, referred to the football team 
as the Blue Devils during the 1922-23 
academic year, and the name stuck shortly 
after, 


RAW TENM STATE 

STATISTIC Ti 
SCORING 40} 283 
PointsPerGame 34 28 
FIRSTOOWNS 286 285, 
Rushing 13 152 
Passing 130 18 
Penalty. 23 it 
RUSHINGYARDAGE 23642508 
Yardegainedrushing 25472884 
Yards ostrushing 193 316 
Rushing Attempts 492 564 
Average Per Rush 4B 44 
AveragePerGame 1818192 
TOs Rushing ry 13. 
PASSINGYARDAGE 26M 2608 
Comp-Attnt 268-4718 235-42141 
Average Per Pass 60 64 
AveranePerCatch 10.5 ne 
NveranePerGame 2185. 2068 
TOsPassing B i 
TOTALOFFENSE 5178 5196 
Total Plays 963 985, 
‘veragePer lay 5A 53 


Average Per Game 398.3 3997. 


PUNTRETURNS: #-YOS 395 16-33 
YDS 11459 8-09, 


KICK RETURN AVG. 2 23,3, 
PUNTRETURNAVG, 185 2) 
INTRETURNAVG, M45 ii) 
FUMBLES:LOST M1 20 
PENALTIES-YARDS 64-503 89-785 
average rercame St. ood 
PUNTS-YARDS 59-2597 63-2603 
Average Per Punt 43.0 a3 
Netpunt average 397 349 
TIMEOFPOSS/GAME 29:07 30.49, 
SRO-DOWNCONV, 84/20) 64/86 
‘3id-DownPet, 40% 34%, 
4ATH-DOWNCONV, 16/29 9/31 
4th-Down Pt. 59% 29% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 27113) 
WiSC YARDS 1 0 
‘TOSSCORED 2 4 
FO-ATTEMPTS wu) M22 
ATTENDANCE 91039188795, 
Games/AvgPerGame —_ 7/27291 5/3759 
Neutral siteGames ‘y47809 


ISCOREBYOTRS _Ist_2nd 3rd Ath OT Tota 
‘uke WS 106 84 103 13 421 


Opponent 80 81 56 56 10 263 


DEPTH Ch) 
D OFFENSE 


i 


1G 


¢ 


aT 


TE 


wR 


Thomas Sirk (6-4, 215, Jr.) 
Parker Boehme (6-2, 220, So.) 
Shaquille Powell (5-10, 205, Sr.) 
Shaun Wilson (5+9, 180, So.) 
Gabe Brandner (6-6, 275, 50.) 
Tanner Stone (6-6, 300, Jr) 
Lucas Patrick (6-4, 305, Sr) 
Cody Robinson (6-3, 295, Sr.) 
Matt Skura (6-4, 305, Sr.) 
‘Austin Davis (6-4, 285, So.) 
Sterling Korona (6-7, 290, So.) 
Cody Robinson (6:3, 295, Sr.) 
Casey Blaser (6-5, 285, Jr.) 
Tanner Stone (6-6, 300, Jt) 
Braxton Deaver (6-5, 240, Sr.) 
David Reeves (6-5, 255, Sr) 
Max McCaffrey (6-2, 195, Sr.) 
Terrence Alls (6-1, 180, So.) 
Johnelt Barnes (6-0, 170, Jr.) 
“Anthony Nash (6-5, 200, Jr) 
‘Anthony Nash (6-5, 200, Jt.) 
Ryan Smith (5-7, 165, Jr) 


@ DEFENSE 


Kyler Brown (6-4, 245, Sr) 
Britton Grier (6-1, 245, St.) 

A.J, Wolf (6-4, 270, Jr,) 
Keilin Rayner (6-3, 260, Jn) 
Carlos Wray (6-2, 290, Sr) 
‘Mike Ramsay (6-2, 295, So.) 
Deion Williams (6-0, 230, St) 
‘Michael Mann (6-4, 235, Jr.) 


MLB Kelby Brown (6-2, 230, Sr.) 


Tinashe Bere (6-1, 220, Fr.) 


WLB Chris Holmes (6-2, 215, So.) 


Zavier Carmichael (6-0, 219, Sv.) 


CB Bryon Fields (5-11, 180, J) 
Alonzo Saxton I! (5-11, 170, So.) 

CB Breon Borders (6-0, 175, Jr) 
Zach Muniz (5-11, 170, So.) 

$ Deondre Singleton (5-11, 180, Jr) 
Evrett Edwards (5-11, 190, So) 

$ Jeremy Cash (6-2, 205, Sr.) 
Corbin MeCarthy (5-10, 200, J:) 

SS _DeVon Edwards (5-9, 175, Jr.) 
Dwayne Norman (6-1, 210, Sr.) 

@ SPECIALISTS 

K Ross Martin (5-10, 185, Sr) 

P Will Monday (6-4, 210, Sr.) 


“Sporting News All-American 
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2015 SCHEDULE 


Dart |opPoNENT 
$1 OhioState 

S12 Furman 

S19 @PURDUE 

S26 @EASTCAROLINA 
0.3 Pittsburgh 

09 NC.State 

ON) @MIAMI(FL) 

02 Duke 

051 @BOSTONCOLLEGE 
(012 @GEORGI TECH 
N21 North Carolina 
N28 @vIRGINA 


@ COACH 


Frank Beamer 
2oth year (231-1 
Careerrecord: 
Offensivecoordinato 

fer (third 
Defensivecoordinator: 
Bud Foster (2istyeat) 


@FASTFACTS 


‘2014 RECORD: 7-6 


It was fashionable for Virginia Tech fans 
to root for Ohio State in last year’s College 
Football Playoff, considering the Buckeyes’ 
lone loss came to Virginia Tech in Columbus. 
‘That game in the season's second week 
proved to be the high-water mark for the 
Hokies, who endured injury after injury and 
needed a win over rival Virginia in the regular- 
season finale to extend their streak of bowl 
appearances to 22 seasons. 

Tech's injured list by November was 
staggering. Offensive lineman Jonathan 
McLaughlin, running backs Shai McKenzie 
and Trey Edmunds, cornerback Brandon 
Facyson, defensive tackle Luther Maddy, 
tight end Kalvin Cline and linebacker Chase 
Williams all missed significant portions of 
the season due to injury. The coaching staff 
wasn’t immune either. Coach Frank Beamer 
had throat surgery in early December, and 
unable to speak, missed the Hokies’ Military 
Bowl win over Cincinnati. Assistant Shane 
Beamer coached in his father’s place. 

‘That win at Ohio State gives the Hokies 
hope that the injuries were the main 
reason for last season’s inconsistency. Take 
November as an example. In one week, Tech 
beat Duke on the road, costing the Blue Devils 
a shot at the Coastal title. The next week, the 
Hokies lost 6-3 to Wake Forest in a double- 
overtime game that was scoreless at the end 
of regulation. 


‘There were bright spots last season amid 
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Isaiah Ford, WR 


Ford came to Virginia Tech in 2014 as 
one of the top 50 prep wideouts in the 
nation, according to various recruiting 
services. It didn't take long for him to 


become No. 1 in Blacksburg, He led the 
Hokies’ receiving corps.as a freshman 
with 56 catches and 709 yards, pulling 


down six TDs. The 6-1, 174-pounder 
also expressed a desire to walk on to 
the basketball team—though he didn't— 
which wouldn’t have been a bad idea 
considering he averaged 30.1 points per 
game as senior in high school at Trinity 
Christian Academy in Jacksonville, Fla 


the injuries, Running back J.C. Coleman took 
advantage of his opportunity and rushed for 
533 yards and three touchdowns. Freshmen 
Isaiah Ford and Cam Phillips combined for 
1,207 yards and nine touchdowns at receiver, 
and freshman tight end Bucky Hodges caught 
45 passes for 526 yards and a team-best seven 
TDs. Quarterback Michael Brewer, a Texas 
Tech transfer who didn’t start practicing with 


FORD. STEVEHELBER/ WP 


ASCOT WILFREDOLEE / AP 


the team until the summer, has a full year and a full 
offseason under his belt. Though he threw for 2,692 
yards and 18 touchdowns, he crippled his team with 
interceptions at times, finishing with 15. 

Coleman, Marshawn Williams and Edmunds are all 
back. Sophomore Shai McKenzie was suspended in 
the spring after getting into some legal trouble, and his 
status for the upcoming season is unclear. 

Tech’s strength again will be its defense, led by 
longtime coordinator Bud Foster, who was in serious 
talks with Texas A&M in the offseason but remained in 
Blacksburg. The Hokies return top defensive end Dadi 
Nicolas, and Maddy and Corey Marshall are expected 
back at full strength by the time fall practice begins in 
August. Ronny Vandyke and Andrew Motuapuaka, who 
was surprisingly productive as a freshman, return in the 
linebacking corps, as does Deon Clarke. 

Kendall Fuller and Facyson sat out the spring with 
ailments, but both cornerbacks are expected to be 
ready when the season begins. Tech has depth there 
with Greg Stroman and Chuck Clark getting most of 
the spring reps in the starters’ absence. Physical senior 
Donovan Riley moved from cornerback to safety, and 
CJ. Reavis and Desmond Frye are battling for time at 
rover. 

Joey Slye is back at kicker after a strong freshman 
season. He went 20-for-28 on field goals, though four of 
his misses were from 50 yards out or longer. 


HOTTOM UNE 


Frank Beamer is back healthy, and he can only hope 
the rest of his team follows suit. The Hokies will get 
another crack at Ohio State on Labor Day, this time 
likely as a rare double-digit underdog at home at Lane 
Stadium. Outside of the opener against the defending 
national champions, the schedule is manageable, 
though the Hokies will finish with four of six away from 
Blacksburg, including a trip to ACC Coastal favorite 
Georgia Tech, The freshman receivers were outstanding 
last year, and if they mature as expected, the passing 
attack should be better, Improvement in the run game 
and on the offensive line will likely dictate if Virginia 
‘Tech can contend for the Coastal title. 


RUNTING REPORT oa -onre 


The offensive side of zo 
the ball in Blacksburg Tt ae ———— 
has had some hiccups 2> Dwayne Eadson, QD wews 
ofllate but the arrival of actin tiack ie 
quarterback Dwayne 


Lawson could goa long 

way towards a remedy. Productive back DeShawn McClease 
should help too, along with four-star offensive tackles Austin 
Clark and Yosuah Nijman, who moved over from defensive 
tackle in the spring. The defensive line should continue to 
be strong with Darius Fullwood, Trevon Hill and Tim Settle 
headlining a loaded defensive line class. Defensive back 

is always a Hokie strength as well, and Mook Reynolds at 
cornerback looks poised to continue that trend. 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 
ma aseeae: sot 280 Wt 


}-RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. 1D Ava/6 
UC.Coleman 13-107 5335.0 3 410 


GBEHIND THE MASK 

Virginia Tech's teams were referred to 

as the Gobblers beginning in 1908, but 
the Hokie Bird (named after the “Old 
Hokie Cheer”) debuted at the 1981 Wake 
Forest game, resulting in the official team 
nickname of Hokies. 


264 TEAM STATS 
OPP 
SCORING 33 Fv] 
my 202 
261 26 
105 95 
130 105 
6 16 
W882 
7312438 
48383 
507484 
38 39 
419148 
2 5 


104 14) 
m4 198.0 
9 3 
4149 4469 

668 
4g il 
3653 43.8 
702 46-937 
45315 284 
27081534 
195 m4 
70. uM 
130 63 
2 13-10. 
98770 91-768 
592 i 
83-334 83-3527 
39 a5 
319 38.2 
3125, 28:35. 
83/213. SI/98 
a 
14 SAB 
Me 8% 
48-352 34-279 
0 7 
36 20 
2078 18-37 
428099268588 
TonsT 53714 
430271 


SCOREBYOTRS st 2nd 3rd 4th OT 
Virginiatech = 73.-76-«S1 NO 3313 
Opponent 74 68 25 88 6 262 


B-VEAR RECORD ears] 


DEPTH CHART 

BD OFFENSE 

QB Michael Brewer (6-0, 200, Sr.) 
Brenden Motley (6-4, 228, Jr.) 

RB 4.C.Coleman (5-7, 190, Sr) 
Trey Edmunds (6-1, 225, Jr) 

FB Jerome Wright (6-2, 231, Jr) 
Logan Adkins (5-11, 208, Fr.) 

UT Jonathan McLaughlin (6-5, 310, J) 
Darius Redman (6-4, 285, Sr) 

1G Wyatt Teller (6-6, 295, So.) 
Alston Smith (6-2, 294, Jr) 

€  EricGallo (6-2, 293, So.) 
Tyrell Smith (6-4, 280, Fr.) 

RG Augie Conte (6-6, 297, Jr) 
Colt Pettit (6-3, 291, Fr.) 

RT Wade Hansen (6-5, 300, Si.) 
Parker Osterloh (6-8, 343, So.) 

TE Ryan Malleck (6-5, 245, Sr) 
Bucky Hodges (6-6, 249, So) 

WR_ Isaiah Ford (6-1, 180, So.) 
Kevin Asante (6-0, 189, Sr.) 

ips (6-1, 196, So) 

Demetri Knowles (6-1, 177, Sr.) 


@® DEFENSE 

DE Dadi Nicolas (6-4, 236, Sr.) 
Melvin Keihin (6-1, 211, So.) 

NG Luther Maddy (6-1, 293, Sr.) 
Woody Baron (6-1, 265, Jt.) 

DT Corey Marshall (6-2, 262, Sr) 
Nigel Williams (6-2, 288, Jr.) 

DE Seth Dooley (6-5, 242, $0.) 
Yosuah Nijman (6-7, 265, Fr) 

WL Konny vanayke (o-4, 214, St) 
Holland Fisher (6-1, 180, Fr) 

MLB Andrew Motuapuaka (6-0, 223, So.) 

Carson Lydon (6-2, 241, Fr) 

Deon Clarke (6-2, 213, Sr) 

Jamieon Moss (6-1, 211, S0,) 

CB Kendall Fuller (6-0, 197, Jr) 
Greg Stroman (6-0, 160, So.) 

€B Brandon Facyson (6-2, 184, So.) 
Chuck Clark (6-0, 206, Jr.) 

FS C.J.Reavis (6-1, 205, 50.) 
Desmond Frye (6-2, 196, Jt.) 

ROV Donovan iley (5-11, 210, Sr.) 
Anthony Shegog (6-2, 212, So) 


BD SPECIALISTS 
K Joey Siye (5-10, 221, So.) 
P Mitchell Ludwig (5-11, 194, Jr.) 
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2015 SCHEDULE 


DATE | OPPONENT 


‘Bethune-Cookman 

S| @FLORIDAATLANTIC 

519° Nebraska ol 

0) @CINCINNATI 55:34 

00 @FLORIDASTATE 26-30 
306 
210 
B30 

1) @NORTHCAROLINA 41-20 

1.21 Georgia Tech 128 

(27) @PITTSBURGH 335 


@ COACH 


Al Golden 


Defensive coordinator: 
Mark Onofiio((itth year) 


@ FASTFACTS 


2014 RECORD: 6" 


ebOM), 24-21) 
aim (65,326) 


Brad Kaaya 


Miami’s 2014 season was one of peaks and valleys. The 
Hurricanes were riding high two weeks into November after 
consecutive wins over Cincinnati, Virginia Tech and North 


Carolina. The win at home 
against UNC was the last time 
the Hurricanes tasted victory, 
though, as they fell off the map 
at the end of the year. 

Miami lost its final four 
games, including an ugly 
rout at Virginia. A 24-21 loss 
to South Carolina in the 
Independence Bowl left the 
Hurricanes with a losing record 
for the first time in coach Al 
Golden’s four-year tenure. 

Perhaps that’s why the end 
of Miami's spring game was 
so important to sophomore 
quarterback Brad Kaaya, 
who wanted to see his team 
show some fire in an adverse 
situation, even if it was in a 


DIFFERENGE-MAKER 


Brad Kaaya, OB 


aya tis a lot on his plate 
shomore will look 
198 passing 


ve that, with his bright future 


in Dobe recs x yecan bap 


we to 
jad that dropped 


scrimmage. If Miami is going to crack the upper echelon of the 
Coastal Division standings, the Hurricanes are going to need to 


learn how to finish strong. 


Kaaya is coming off a strong freshman year in which he threw 
for 3,198 yards and 26 touchdowns while completing 58.5 percent 
of his passes. He also tossed 12 interceptions. Top rusher Duke 
Johnson is gone, and sophomore Joseph Yearby is expected to 


assume lead-tailback duties. 


‘The Hurricanes return several key contributors from a 
defensive unit that finished 14th in FBS total defense last year, 
including linebacker Raphael Kirby and safeties Rayshawn Jenkins 


and Deon Bush. 


Miami has yet to appear in an ACC Championship Game and 
its last 10-win season was 12 years ago. The dip from 9-4 in 2013 
to 6-7 last year has warmed Golden's seat considerably. Miami 
will find out quickly how improved itis. After opening against 


Bethune-Cookman and Florida Adanti 


faces Nebraska, 


Cincinnati, Florida State, Virginia Tech, Clemson and Duke in 


succession. 
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PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Brad Kaaya (6-4, 209, 50.) 

TB Joseph Yearby (5-9, 195, So.) 
11 Trevor Darling (6-5, 318, $0.) 
1G Danny Isidora (6-4, 322, Jr.) 
C NickLinder (6-3, 300, So) 

RG Hunter Wells (6-6, 316, Sr.) 
RT Taylor Gadbois (6-8, 321, Jr.) 
TE Standish Dobard (6-4, 262, Jr.) 
WR Rashawn Scott (6-2, 205, Sr.) 
WR Stacy Coley (6-1, 187, Jr) 
WR. Braxton Berrios (5-9, 183,50.) 


DE Chad Thomas (6-5, 265, So.) 
DT Calvin Heurtelou (6-3, 315, Sr) 
BT Ufomba Kamalu (6-6, 295, St) 
DE _Al-Quadin Muhammad (63, 260,50) 
1B Darrion Owens (6-3, 238, So.) 
1B Jermaine Grace (6-1, 208, J) 
LB Raphael Kirby (6-1, 235,57) 

CB Artie Burns (6-0, 193, Jr) 

CB Tracy Howard (5-11, 191. Sr.) 
S_ Rayshawn Jenkins (6-1, 209, Jr) 
S$ _ Deon Bush (6-1, 205, Sr.) 


K Michael Badgley (5-10, 180, So.) 
P Justin Vogel (6-4, 208, J.) 
Sporting News At Americon 


RECRUITING REPORT 


+ Mark Walton, (3 #4 
+ Jaquan Johnson, © « » «« 
+ BarMilo, OF ss 6% 


Miamihas reinvigoratedits local 
recruiting efforts behind the signing 
‘of Miami Rooker T. Washington 
four-star back Mark Walton and 
four-star safety Jaquan Johnson but 
ithada very national presence as 
well. Al Golden signed bigtackle Bar 
Milo out of the same California high 
school that produced Brad Kaaya, 
US. Army All-American Lawrence 
Cager out of Maryland hasa 
chancetobespecial widerecelver 
and sleeper tight end Jerome 
Washington out of thejuco ranks 
has tremendous upside, 


RAYA ALAN DIAZ] AP 


WLLIMMS: GERRY BROOME AP 


EAR RECORD 


BD OFFENSE 

QB Marquise Williams (6-2, 220, Sr.) 
RB_T.J,Logan (5-10, 185, Jr) 

LT John Ferranto (6-6, 295, J.) 
LG Caleb Peterson (6-5, 300, Jr.) 
© Lucas Crowley (6-3, 290, Jr.) 
RG Landon Turner (6-4, 325, Sr.) 
RT Jon Heck (6-7, 300, Jr.) 

TE Brandon Fritts (6-4, 240, Fr) 
WA Quinshad Davis (6-4, 210, Sr.) 
WR Ryan Switzer (5-10, 185, Jr) 
WR Bug Howard (6-5, 210, Jr) 


DE Dajuan Drennon (6-4, 250, So.) 
DT Nazair Jones (6-5, 300, So) 
NT Justin Thomason (6-4, 290, Sr) 
LB Shakeel Rashad (6-2, 245, Sr.) 
" Cayson Collins (6-1, 235, So.) 
Jaff Schoottmer (6-2, 235, Sr) 
om Malik Simmons (5-11, 190, Sr.) 
€B Brian Walker (5-11, 185, Jr) 
©B Des Lawrence (6-1, 185, Jr) 
$ Allen Artis (6-1, 205, S0,) 
Dominique Green (5-11, 190, J.) 


Nick Weiter (6-0, 190, Jr.) 
Joey Mangili (6-3, 205, Jr) 
Sporting News A-American 


RECRUITING REPORT 2a srcver 


rors 4 
+ Jalen Dalton, 
* Tommy Hatten, © 
> William Sweet, 0) 46+ 


Withnine early enrollees, North 
Carolinahas some potential early 
contributor candidates in the 2015 
class but nobody has more long- 
term upside than Jalen Dalton, 
Thein-state prospect is long 
andathletic butstill raw andstill 
developing. The same can be said 
for offensive tackle William Sweet 
onthe offensive line of scrimmage. 
Atcenter, New Jersey native 
‘Tommy Hatton comes in ready to 
compete from 4 toughness and 
technical standpoint. 


Marquise Williams 


By the numbers, at least, North Carolina appears poised to 
have one of the best offenses in the ACC in 2015. The Tar Heels 
return every offensive player who matters from last year’s squad, 
which averaged 33.2 points per game. Quarterback Marquise 
Williams threw for 3,068 yards and rushed for 788, He threw for 
21 touchdowns and ran for 13, 
including a 52-yard scoring 


DIFFERENCE-MAKEA 


scamper. 
‘The entire two-deep depth 
WEEN TETICA@l chart returns on the offensive 
Williams led the high-scoring Bnsvae does bt fallback 
Tar Heels to six 40-point games last Logan and receivers Ryan 
season. The 6-2, 220-pound senior Switzer and Bug Howard. 


from Charlotte threw for 3,068 


Quinshad Davis broke his leg in 
yards and 21 touchdowns and ted 


UNC’s bow! loss to Rutgers but 


UNCin rushing with 788 yards and 
13 rushing TDs. Ina 48-43 win 
in October against Orange Bowl 
chamip Georgia Tech, Williams seta 


is expected back by the time 
the season starts. With so much 
continuity, UNC is expected 


MEI to take a big step forward 
including six during the game - 
winning drive, offensively. 

Where UNC really struggled 


over the course of a 6-7 
season in 2014, though, was 
on defense, The Tar Heels were awful across the board, ranking 
101st or worst in the FBS in every major statistical category. 
‘They allowed 39 points per game and gave up 40-plus points 
six different times, including allowing 70 to in-state rival East 
Carolina. Teams converted third downs on UNC at a 49-percent 
clip. 

Carolina brought in former Auburn and Iowa State head 
coach Gene Chizik to try to revamp the defensive unit. The 
biggest challenge will be figuring out where some of the hybrid 
linebacker/safeties and linebacker/defensive ends fit into the new 
scheme. 

JOTT0M Uh 

Larry Fedora had no choice but to part ways with coordinator 
Vic Koenning after last year’s defensive debacle. Hiring Chizik 
away from the SEC Network was a coup for Fedora, considering 
Chizik’s defensive credentials. The Tar Heels play only four true 
road games this season and host two FCS opponents (North 


Carolina A&T and Delaware), so the new-look defense will have a 
chance to jell before a critical Oct. 3 game at Georgia Tech. 
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‘South Carolina 
North Carolina AT 


519 Mlinois 

9.20 Delaware 

3 @GEORGIATECH 
0)? WakeForest 
0.24 Virginia 

0.20 @PITTSBURGH 


Ny Duke 


04 Miami (FL) 
(02) @VIRGINATECH 
N20 @NC.STATE 


er 


AT} 


UAGH 


Larry Fedora 


Fourth 


year (2117) 


Carper recards55.36 


Offensive coordinators: 
Gunter Brewer (third year) and Chris: 


Kapilovic 


mid year) 


Defensive coordinator: 
Gene Chink (Hirst ye 
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2015 SCHEDULE 
are ,opponenT 
55 Youngstown State 
002) @AKRON 


0.2 @VIRGINATECH 
0.\0 Virginia 
(1) @GEORGIATECH 


Offensive coordinator: 


Jim Chasey (Hest yea) 
Defensive coordinator 
JoatiGonktin iest year 


0, 

BAR PINT 
Site: Pittaturgh 
Wotisite: pittsburgh 
Twitter: 


Coaching upheaval has been the norm in the Steel City 
in recent years, as new head coach Pat Narduzzi will be the 
Panthers’ fourth this decade. Narduzzi, who was the defensive 
coordinator at Michigan State, will bring some much-needed 
toughness to a Pitt team that allowed 342 points or more in each 


of Paul Chryst’s final two 
seasons on the job. 

One of the areas Narduzzi 
identified for improvement 
was defensive aggressiveness. 
Because the secondary was so 
young last season, the Panthers 
rarely blitzed, and they ranked 
105th in the FBS in sacks per 
game and only pressured the 
quarterback on 14.2 percent of 
Passes. 

If the defense can show signs 
of improvement, the Panthers 
could quickly rise in the 
muddled Coastal. Offensively, 
quarterback Chad Voytik and 
his top receiver, Tyler Boyd are 
back. Boyd caught 78 passes 


OIFFERENCE-MAKER 


James Conner, RB 


The 62,2 
a running bac 


finl in the covntey in 
5 (1,765) and third 


In rushing touchidayns (26) 


ér head-on: Don't, He will 
truck you, 


for 1,261 yards and eight touchdowns last season. The junior 
won't sneak up on anyone, though, so the development of junior 
wideout Dontez Ford will be key to Pitt’s ability to spread the ball 


around. 


Bruising running back James Conner is back after a sensational 
sophomore year in which he rushed for 1,765 yards and 26 
touchdowns. He spearheaded a Pitt rushing attack that ranked 


15th in the FBS. 


Pittsburgh has wallowed in mediocrity the last four seasons, 
finishing either 7-6 or 6-7 in each of those years. If the defense 
improves, the offense has the weapons to help Pitt make a move 
in the Coastal. The schedule is unbalanced and difficult. After 
opening with FCS Youngstown State, Pitt plays four of five on the 
road before finishing with four of five at home. Pitt gets Georgia 
‘Tech, Virginia Tech and Duke away from Heinz Field. 
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PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Chad Voytik (6-1, 205, Jr.) 
RB James Conner (6-2, 250, Jr.) 
HB laymar Parrish (6-2, 270, Jr) 
{T Adam Bisnowaty (6-6, 305, Jr.) 
LG Dorian Johnson (6-5, 300, Jr) 
C Artie Rowell (6-2, 315, Sr.) 
RG Alex Bookser (6-6, 295, So.) 
RT _Jaryd Jones-Smith (6-7, 335, So.) 
TE 1,P.Holtz (6-4, 245, Sr.) 

WR Tyler Boyd (6-2, 190, Jt) 

WR Dontez Ford (6-2, 205, Jr) 


DE Shakir Soto (6-3, 270, Jr) 

BT Darryl Render (6-2, 275, Sr.) 
NT Khaynin Mosley-Smith (6-0, 310, Sr) 
DE  Rori Blair (6-4, 230, So,) 

SLB Nicholas Grigsby (6-1, 220, Sr.) 
MLB Matt Galambos (6-2, 245, Jr) 
WLB Bam Bradley (6-2, 230, Jr) 

€B_ Lafayette Pitts (5-11, 195, Sr) 
CB Avonte Maddox (5-9, 165, So.) 
FS Terrish Webb (5-11, 180, Jr) 
$S_ Reggie Mitchell (6-0, 185, Jr) 


K Chris Blewitt (5-9, 185, Jr) 
P Ryan Winslow (6-5, 210, So.) 
Sporting News At American 


AECAUITING NEPORT 


iar 
+ Jordan Whitehead, <i 4 
* Darrin Hall, ‘ 
* Anthony McKee, © » 


The first recruiting class under 
Pitthead coach Pat Narduzziis 
delivering a comerbackin Jordan 
Whitehead that could add to 

the defensive guru's collection 
offirst-round draft picks thathe 
has coached, While Whitehead 
headlines the defense, Darrin 
Hall should help Pitt continue to 
implementa powerful rushing 
attack. Safety Jay Stocker anda 
late pickup at quarterback in Ben 
DiNucci powered what isa clear 
emphasis on in-state prospects 
moving forward, 


CCONMER:KEMTSRAROOIE/ AP 


QB Greyson Lambert (6-5, 220, Jr) 
TB Taquan Mizzell (5-10, 200, Ji.) 
FB Connor Wingo-Reeves (6:3, 235, Jr.) 
AT Michael Mooney (66, 290, Jr.) 
1G Sean Karl (6-6, 305, Jr) 

C Jackson Matteo (6-5, 290, Jr) 
RG Ross Burbank (6-4, 300, Sr.) 

RT Eric Smith (6-5, 305, Jr) 

TE Rob Burns (6-7, 260, Sr) 

WR Canaan Severin (6-2, 215, Sr) 
WR Andre Levrone (6-2, 210, $0) 


DE Mike Moore (6-4, 275, Sr.) 
DT David Dean (6-1, 295, Sr) 
DT-_Donte Witkins (6-2, 300, Jr) 
DE Trent Corey (6-3, 250, Sr) 
SLB Zach Bradshaw (6-3, 230, J) 
MLB Micah Kiser (6-2, 245, So.) 
WLB C.J, Stalker (6-2, 225, Fr) 

€B Tim Harris (6-2, 200, Jr) 

CB Maurice Canady (6-2, 185, Sr) 
FS QuinBlanding (6-4, 215, S0,) 
$$_ Kelvin Rainey (6-1, 200, J) 


K lan Frye (6-6, 215, Sr.) 
P Nicholas Conte (6-3, 225, Jr) 


Spurting tons Ab Aunescan 


RECRUITING: 


+ Jahvoni Simmons. | = 
+ CJ. Stalker, = * 
* Nick Johns, 


Mile London brought in the 
fewest number of in-state signees 
during his tenure but was able to 
get what could be some steals from 
outside the state borders, most 
notably with linebacker CJ. Stalker 
‘out of Ohio and 6-6 offensive 
tackle Grant Polk out of Florida 
Inside the state of Virginia, super- 
productive linebacker Jal von 
Simmons leads the way and we 
think-lineman RJ Proctor could be 
asleeper. 


Canaan Severin 


The Mike London hot-seat watch was one of the more 
fascinating storylines in the ACC last year. The Cavaliers jumped 
out to a 4-2 start, which included a win over Louisville and 
tight losses to UCLA and BYU. At that point, the talk was more 
about which bowl the Cavaliers might be invited to, rather than 
London’s job security. 

‘Then the Cavaliers lost five of their last six games, including 
their Ith straight to rival Virginia Tech. Another season without a 
bowl bid renewed speculation 
that London would be 
TIFFERENCE-MAKC dismissed. But UVa athletics 
director Craig Littlepage 
elected to keep London, 
who is signed through the 
2016 season, rather than be 
responsible for a hefty buyout, 
Littlepage said London’s team 
had shown enough progress 
from 2013 to 2014 to merit 
retention. 

Littlepage has a point. 
Virginia was much more 
competitive last season, with 
five of its losses coming by 
eight points or fewer. Getting 
over the hump this year will 
be difficult, especially with so 
much to replace on defense. 
Top defensive end Eli Harold and linebacker Max Valles both 
declared for the NFL Draft. 

‘The Cavaliers also must replace top tailback Kevin Parks, 
who ran for 745 yards and four touchdowns last year. London is 
hopeful that speedy junior Taquan Mizzell, whose nickname is 
“Smoke,” is ready to take a step forward there. Virginia does have 
stability at quarterback for once, as Greyson Lambert is back after 
an up-and-down season in which he threw 10 TD passes and 11 
interceptions. Matt Johns could push him for playing time if those 
numbers don’t improve. 


Canaan Severin, WR 


‘The nonconference schedule includes UCLA, Notre Dame and 
Boise State. With so many personnel question marks, it’s hard 
to see the Cavaliers making much noise in the Coastal. Finishing 
.500 would be an accomplishment. 


2015 SCHEDULE 


2014, 
sTE_OPPONENT RESULT 


@ucLA 
Notre Dame 

Wiliam & Mary 

S25 BoiseState 

(@ PITTSBURGH 419 
Syracuse 
@NORTHCAROLINA 1B 

| Georgia Tech 1035 
@MIAMI(FL) 3043 
@ LOUISVILLE 20 
Duke 13:20 
Virginia Tech 004 


@ COACH 


Mike London 
Spathye 
Careerrecort: 
Offensive coordinator: 
steve lh (thir 
Defensive coordinator: 


Jon Tenuta (third year 


@FASTFALTS 


2014 RECORD: 5-7 


Follow Sporting News Yearbooks on Twitter @SN_Yrbks 
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2015 Conference Overview 


East Division 
> Ohio State 


Bow Projection: FP Semifinals (Orange Ba) 
» Michigan State 
Bow Projection:Rose Bow 
> Michigan 
Bowl Projection: Oulback Bowl 
PennState 
‘Bowl Projection: TaxSlayer Bow! 
Maryland 
Bowl Projection: Armed Forces Bowl 


> Rutgers Cardale Jones 


Boe Alljokes are over. 
==~ _TheBig Tenis back, right? 


> Nebraska 
Bowl Projection: Hol day Bowl 


> Minnesota BYBILLBENDER Dantonio has built a consistent winner in 


Bowl Projection: instspe Bow ; ; 
won disi Hs East Lansing, and Connor Cook is the most 


towa i i ti i 
Wen orr cep stec Raps Bo Ohio State put the Big Ten bashing to rest NFL-ready quarterback in the Big Ten. Penn 


with a national championship run through State rounds out the top half of asuddenly 
> Reorsinestern the first College Football Playoff in 2014. loaded Big Ten East Division after finishing 
rojection: Quick Lane Bowl r i ‘ 
The Buckeyes scored wins against Alabama 7-6 in James Franklin's first season as 
> Illinois and Oregon along the way to give the coach. Rutgers and Maryland each enjoyed 
conference a sense of self-respect again. winning seasons in their first year in the Big 
> Purdue Ohio State, which is 38-3 the last three Ten. Indiana and coach Kevin Wilson are in 
seasons under Urban Meyer, figures to be desperate need of a bowl bid. 
right back in the national title hunt. The The Big Ten West also had a few 
Buckeyes’ biggest question is quarterback. shakeups. Paul Chryst takes over at 
Cardale Jones, J.T. Barrett and Braxton Wisconsin, and Mike Riley is the new coach 
Miller are all capable of winning the Heisman at Nebraska. The Badgers have played in 
Trophy and carrying Ohio State back to the the Big Ten Championship Game three of 
playoffs. The three-way race is arguably the ‘the past four seasons, and they are still the 
best quarterback battle in college football favorite in the division. Minnesota, which 
history. finished 8-5 the last two seasons, could s 
So, does anybody have a chance at be the third wheel. lowa’s Kirk Ferentz, 5 
stopping Ohio State? meanwhile, might be on the hot seat if the = 
Michigan made the biggest offseason Hawkeyes don’t have a show-me season, i 
splash by hiring Jim Harbaugh away from the Illinois returns some experience, and s 
San Francisco 49ers. Harbaugh immediately Northwestern and Purdue are both two 3 
raises the Wolverines’ national profile, and years removed from a bow! bid. > 
it gives Meyer a worthy foil to re-ignite the Conference depth is still questionable, but 2 
rivalry with the Buckeyes, perhaps to the there's some punch at the top and things are 3S 
level of Woody Hayes vs. Bo Schembechler, trending in the right direction, The Buckeyes @ 
Michigan State might be the bigger have shown they can lead the way. Can a 
hurdle for Ohio State, at least in 2015, Mark anybody else in the Big Ten follow? & 


] seasonopenerat Virginia Tech, butit mightnot 
matter. Ohio Stateis good enoughtorepeat.as 


THREE STORIES TO WATCH national champs no matter whoisunder center. 


I) ke jl ] OhioState quarterbacks. Whostarts forthe 
j j L | | | Buckeyes? We likely won't know untilthe 
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QUIS RECAUITINGRANKINGS = composer 


by Steve Wiltfong, 247Sports 
TOTAL STAR TAR TAR 
PLAYERS | RECRUITS | RECRUITS | RECRUITS | POINTS 
i] a 1 w 270.83 
% n 250.00 


Ohio State 

2 PennState 0 

3 Michiganstate u 0 i 221.60 
4 Nebraska ao o 16 204.88 
5 Wisconsin 20 0 W 198.23 
6 Michigan iT 0 8 1904.86 
1 Mlinois a 0 8 182.01 
8 = Maryland a 0 6 181.87 
9 Indiana 2 0 n 175.82 
10 Northwestern 20 o a} was 
‘MM Rutgers m4 0 20 70.00 
12 lowa a 0 a) 168,62 
13 Minnesota 4 0 m4 165.56 
4 Purdue 6 0 8 64.54 

© OFFENSE 

QB Cardale Jones, Jr, Ohio State 

RB Ezekiel Elliott, J, Ohio State . 
BB (Corey Clement, Jr, Wisconsin Thisis admittedly a cop-out because who 
SL Jack Conkii, sc Micha Stete pver starsat quarterback othe Buckeyes 
OL Dan Vottz, Jr, Wisconsin will perhaps have the inside track on the 
OL Jack Allen, Sr., Michigan State Heisman Trophy, More than one quarterback 


OL Josh Campion, J, Minnesota could play, however, and Elliott wasthe most 


OL Taylor Decker, ., Ohio Stat Valuable player through Ohio State's national 
TE Jake Butt, Jr, Michigan championship run. He'll bea constant source 
WR DaeSean Hamilton, So,, Penn State oF production for the Buckeyes. 

‘WR Leonte Carrao, 5),, Rulyers 
© DEFENSE 


DL Joey Bosa, Jr,, Ohio State 

DL Adolphus Washington, Sr., Ohio State 
DL Maliek Collins, Jr, Nebrasks 

DL Shilique Calhoun, Sr. Michigan State 
1B Mason Monheim, Sr, lilinols 

1B Darron Lee, So., Ohio State 

1B Ed Davis, Sr,, Michigan State 

DB. Briean Boddy-Cathoun, Jc, Minnesota 
DB_ William Likely, Je, Maryland 

DB Michael Caputo, Si, Wisconsin 

DB Vonn Bell, Jr, Ohio State 


© SPECIALISTS 


K Brad Craddock, Sr., Maryland 
P. Peter Mortell, Jr, Minnesota 


OVERRATED UNDERRATED 


NORTHWESTERN , MINNESOTA 
@¢ © After a 10-win season in 2012, & © Jerry Kill has led the Gophers 
NU has just 10 wins the last two to back-to-back 8-win seasons, 
years combined. The Wildcats will always and that included wins against lowa and 
beatough matchup under Pat Fitzgerald, Nebraska last season, Next mission? Beat 
butit’s tine fora breakthrough, Wisconsin and claim Paul Bunyan’s Axe. 


Ezekiel Elliott 


Jim Harbaugh. He's the mostinteresting Best in the West? Wisconsin and 

storylinein college football for2015. How Nebraska have first-year coaches. Is 
quickly will he turn around Michigan? Will this the time Minnesotaslipsintothe Big 
the first meetingagainst Ohio State mark Ten Championship Game? The Gophers 
thesecond coming of the“10-Year War?” were close last season. 


AATING THE Blo TEN 


(© FASTEST RECEIVER 

Dennis Norfleet, Michigan 

We're still waiting for the senior to score his first career TD, 
however. 


© BEST HANDS 

Mike Dudek, WR, Illinois 

Surehanded sophomore caught 76 passes for 1,038 yards asa 
freshman. 


© BEST PASSING QB 

Connor Cook, Michigan State 

How good is Cook? He might have been taken ahead of Jameis 
Winston and Marcus Mariota in the NFL Draft had he opted to 
leave school early. 


© BEST RUNNING QB 

Braxton Miller, Olvio State 

It's easy to forget Miller had back-to-back 1,000-yard seasons 
in 2012-13. 


(© MOST ELUSIVE RB 

Justin Jackson, Northyestern 

Jackson has a tot of bounce, especially to the outside, and 
should build on an impressive freshman year. 


(© BESTINSTINCTS 
Ezekiel Elliott, RE, Ohio State 

Elliott's string of 200-yard games against Wisconsin, Alabama 
and Oregon is the kind of thing that will never be forgotten in 
‘columous. 


© BEST ATHLETE 

Tanner McEvoy, 08/55, Wisconsin 

‘The 6-6, 222-pounder easily could see time at both positions 
again in 2015 


© MOST LIKELY TO SUCCEED (OFF THE FIELD) 
Adam DePietro, 06, Northwestern 

DePietro made All-Academic Big Ten last year and is majoring 
in Learning and Organizational Change. 


© BEST UNDER PRESSURE 

Connor Cook, 08, Mictiaan State 

Cook took just 11 sacks last season. He's more mobile than you 
think outside the pocket. 


© TOP NFL PROSPECT 

Joey Basa, DE, Ohio State 

Bosa has 21 sacks in two seasons and will be a cornerstone de- 
fensive end—and perhaps the No. 1 pick—for an NFL franchise 
in 2016. 


© TOP IMPACT FROSH 

‘Adam McLean, DL, Maryland 

McLean is a four-star recruit who can play either defensive end 
or defensive tackle. He'll get reps right away for the Terps. 


‘© HARDEST HITTER 

Darron Lee, LB, Ohio State 

Lee’s knack for making the big play stems from his timing for 
the big hit. 


© BIGGEST OVERACHIEVER 

Mitch Leidner, 08, Minnesota 

The former two-star recruit has developed into a consistent 
dual-threat quarterback for the Gaphers. 


© BEST INTERVIEW 

JT. Barrett, Q8, Ohio State 

He's humble, honest and “all-in” on playing quarterback at 
‘Ohio State. 


(© BEST COACH AS STRATEGIST 

Jim Harbaugh, Michigan 

Harbaugh’s liberal usage of formations worked in the NFL. It’s 
going to work again in college 


‘© BEST COACH AS RECRUITER 

Urban Meyer, Ohio Siate 

Another top-five class is rolling into Columbus, Ohio State can 
get top guys from anywhere now. 


‘© HOTTEST SEAT 

Kirk Ferentz, lows 

Ferentz shook up the coaching staff this offseason. That hap- 
pens when you go 26-25 since 2011. Expectations are higher 
than that at lowa, 


© BEST VENUE 
Camp Randall Stadium, Wisconsin 
The Badgers are 32-3 at home since 2010, and they didn’t lose a 


home game last season. So get out of your seats and jump around. 


Download Sporting News Yearbooks’ free mobile app. 
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2015 SCHEDULE 


DATE | OPPONENT Ea 


S. @VIRGINIATECH 
S02) Hawaii 

‘S2 Norther tlinois 
5.26 Western Michigan 
(3 @INDIANA 

(010, Marjand 

OY) PennState 

0.) @RUTGERS 
‘Minnesota 

Mt @uuNONs 
1.2) Michigan State 
ja @ MICHIGAN 


@ COACH 


Urban Meyer 


Offensive coordinators: 
farinner (fourth ye 


Defensivecoordinators: 
Uke Fickell (Ith year) and 
Chris ond year) 


@FAGTEACTS 


2016RECORD:14-1 


(Beat Greg 


an 
S224 
3124 
5617 
RPL 
554 
4937 
4228 


Ezekiel Elliott 


Urban Meyer delivered Ohio State its first 
national championship since 2002, and the 
scary part is it came a year early, 

‘The Buckeyes are stacked again in 2015, 
especially at quarterback. 

Get ready for the most intriguing 
quarterback battle in the history of college 
football. It’s almost surreal to hash out the 
conversation. 

Does Ohio State start Cardale Jones, 
who led the Buckeyes to a 59-0 win against 
Wisconsin in the Big Ten Championship Game 
before back-to-back wins against Alabama and 
Oregon in the first College Football Playoff? 
Jones turned down a shot at the NFL Draft to 
come back. Then there’s J.T. Barrett, who set 
a Big Ten record with 45 total touchdowns last 
season. Oh, and don’t forget about Braxton 
Miller, who is 28-8 as a starter. That includes 
a 21-2 record as a regular under Meyer. That's 
a question that likely won't be answered until 
September. 

It might not matter. Ohio state’s offense 
also runs through Ezekiel Elliott, who finished 
with 1,878 rushing yards and 18 TDs last year. 
He rushed for 696 yards and eight TDs—an 
incredible 9.2 yards per carry-in the wins 
against Wisconsin, Alabama and Oregon. 
Michael Thomas, Corey Smith and Johnnie 
Dixon make up another fast receiving corps, 
and Jalin Marshall and Dontre Wilson will also 
get touches. 

The offensive line also returns first-team 
All-Big Ten selections Taylor Decker and Pat 
Elflein. Ed Warinner takes over at offensive 
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( SUSNATINAL nap 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


Ezekiel Elliott, RB 


Elliott was so good in Ohio State's 
championship run last year (he 
totaled 696 rushing yards and eight 
touchdowns in the Big Ten Championship 
Game, Sugar Bowl and CFP National 
Championship Game) that talking heads 
were debating whether he should sit 
out his junior year and prepare for the 
NFL Draft. The 6-0, 225-pound St. Louis 
product will be back, however, and could 
improve on his 1,878 rushing yards and 
18 touchdowns of last season thanks to 
offseason surgery to repair a fractured 
left wrist. That problem kept him from 
carrying the ball with his left hand for 
inuch of the 2014 campaign. 


coordinator for Tom Herman, who accepted 
the head-coaching job at Houston, but that 
shouldn't matter. How do you stop an offense 
that averages 42.8 points per game since 
Meyer's arrival in 2012? 

The defense also showed improvement in 
2014, and most of the key pieces are back. 
Defensive end Joey Bosa (13.5 sacks) is a 
candidate to be the No. 1 pick in the 2016 NFL 


Draft, Adolphus Washington returned to school and can 
play either tackle or end. 


the defending national champions. 


BOTTOM LINE 


Meyer figures to have the 
quarterback plan in place 


= 
Raekwon McMillan, Joshua Perry and Darron Lee Ruste _O at eth TD fol - —-—; 
make up the best group of linebackers in the Big Ten. RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TO Avg/6 om Ee 
Perry led the Buckeyes with 124 tackles, and Lee added MichaelThomas 15 54 799 14819 53.3 tar oF 
7.5 sacks, two interceptions and two fumble recoveries. TACKLES GP. Solo Assist Total | 
‘The secondary loses cornerback Doran Grant but hoshaPery OB) St A —tI 

returns cornerback Eli Apple and safeties Tyvis Powell » SACKS = 4 
and Vonn Bell. Joeyfosa = PES 
Kicker Sean Nuernberger and punter Cameron INTERCEPTIONS Ni || aa 
Johnston also return, There isn’t a glaring weakness for VomnBel 5 }—| j—+—] 
= = 
= [a] 

1 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


+ PASSING. 
AT.Bantett 
GP_Effic. Cmp-Ateint Pet, Yds. 10 Avg/6 
12) 169.8 | 203-314-10 | 64.6 (2834134) 236.2 


before the Labor Day opener at - oO 
Virginia Tech. Remember, the 
Hokies beat the Buckeyes 35:21 
Ener nape ar cu 


It’s anybody’s guess who takes 


= 


qseq-uel Sig 


W OBEMIND THE MASK - 
the first snap, but Ohio State's Brtistuckeye namedatter thn buciaye | So ~Catuleoes(6-250,1 
only other road game through Rees iota ga>: Hire RB bil Eliott (6 0,235, i) 
ea + a i" a resembles the nut of a Buckeye tree, and re Sec) 
mid-October is a trip to Indiana IRENE hedonsa block “O" hat and scarletand Curtis Samuel (5-11, 200, So.) 
on Oct, 3. ‘gray shirt with his name emblazoned HB Jatin Marshal (5-11, 205, So, 

‘The season kicks up a notch after the Halloween bye across the chest, Dontre Wilson (5-10, 195, Jr) 
week, Ohio State has home games against Minnesota IT Taylor Decker (6-8, 315, Sr) 
(Nov. 7) and Michigan State (Nov. 21) and closes the Brady Taylor (6-5, 300, Fr.) 
season at rival Michigan (Nov, 28), the first installment 2a TEAM SEATS LG Billy Price (6-4, 315,50) 
of the Meyer vs. Jim Harbaugh rivalry which is sure to Evan Lisle (6-7, 305, So.) 
generate hysteria in Ann Arbor and Columbus. Meyer is See 5 in a € Jacoby Boren (6-2, 285, Sr.) 
3-0 against the Wolverines, but the last trip to Michigan FIRSTOOWNS Me aes Marcelys Jones (6-4, 315, So.) 
Stadium ended in a 42-41 shootout. Aushing 27 120 AG. PatEifleln (6-3, 300, Jr) _ 

‘The Buckeyes are 38-3 under Meyer, including a fate oo e Demetrius Knox (6-4, 305, Fr) 
24-0 record in regular-season Big Ten games, The lone cai RT Chase Faris (6-5, 310, Sr) 

ig a RUSHINGYAROAGE 2967 20 Jamarca Jones (6-5,310/Fr) 
loss toa conference team came in the 2013 Big Ten Yardsgeinedtushing 4391 2585 atte CO SOME AC ei 
Championship Game against Michigan State. The road Yards fost ushing an 465 TE Mice Vannett (6-6, 260,56), 

. aS eee ushingAttempts 690 537 Marcus Baugh (6-5, 255,50) 
to the Big Ten championship goes through Columbus erage PerRush 37 33 Sicha oR Cea 
until somebody says otherwise. Average Per Game 2645 143 acer 

Meyer has trademarked this season as “The Grind,” Tosfishing 4 Sse ak GN St) 

d tl ‘State will face thie'ea fh PASSING YARDAGE 3107 3016 WR Johnnie Dixon (5-11, 194, Fi.) 
and Ohio State will face the same pressures as any other Comp-Att-int 260:40912 276-495-25 Corey Smith (6-1, 195, St.) 
defending national champion. Yet this team might be ‘Average Per Pass ry) 6 . 
better equipped for another run toward the College AwaoePa ach —_Ms__ 09 DEFENSE 
Football Playoff and a national title defense. Expect the ce a iy Be rye (626.2 J) 
Buckeyes to be in the thick of the race all season, this Toma ors 164 $136 R eater ’ Rey 

e , TotaPlays vosa 1032 4,290, Sr} 

tine game inter esee AveragePer Ply 70. 50 Donovan Munger (6-4, 300, So) 

veragePerGame S116. —_342.4 ov Mi (6-3, 295, So) 
NICKRETURNS:#-YDS- 39-886. 70-1207 pa Meare 
PUNTRETURNS:®-Y08 40-451 1058 Tovey enue (3,220) S6) 
INTRETURNS:#-YOS 25-300. 12-256 DE _Jalyn Holmes (6-4, 265, 50.) 
FCA ll ITIN iH A E p | HICKRETURN AVG, I 112 Sam Hubbard (6-5, 265, Fr.) 
Sab SPORTS PUNTRETURNAVG, na 58 OLB Raekwon McMillan (6-2, 240, So.) 
Z OEE. J perae itt Camren Wiliams (6-1, 225,$r) 

Fora fifth straight TOPSIONEES 4 PENALTIESYARDS ——64-711_—_19-686 MLB Joshua Perry (6-4, 254, Sr.) 
year, Ohio State finishes 5 | justin Hilliard, Lil Aeee ‘AveragePer Game 4 457. Dante Booker (6-3, 233, 50.) 
with the top recruiting 2 ae mis Ne tect PR NE sz +e OLB Darron Lee (6-2, 228, So.) 

classintheBigTen,led ©. Torrance Gibson, ce += en ee eae 6 RE Chris Worley (6-2, 225, $0) 

3 by five-star outside TIMEQFPOSS,/GAME 31/30 26:30 CB Eli Apple (6-1, 200, 50) 

S finebacker Justin Hilliard, SRODOWNCONV, 103/198 73/2)2 Marshon Lattimore (6-0, 195, Fr) 
the top-ranked prospect in Ohio. Urban Meyerand his staff Fe 8 Gareon Conley (6-0, 195, 50) 

&  signed27Inthis recruiting cycle, including perhaps the top Ath-DownPt 59% 53% Damon Webb (5-11, 193, $0.) 

= _finebacker class in the country and arguably the top QB class SAGAS AMIDE 4o-907__te00 PS Mono Bell (s-l205; 10) 

S between U.S. Army AllAmerican Torrance Gibson and Ohio's etirss un ‘i ae 

2 Mr Football, Top 247-ranked passer Joe Burrow. Nineteen FG-ATTEMPTS a0 1045 Ms Pn ey 

8 athetequtt ATTENDANCE 744075 2818 Erick Soith 6:0) 202550) 

z players in this recruiting class ranked four stars or better, as the Med tare 7 i ee i a 

© Buckeyes’ haul finished No. 7 nationally. Eight players were Top fae ea eae ae BD SPECIALISTS 

© 100 recruits by either 247Sports or the 247Sports Composite. K Sean Nuernberger (6-1, 20,50.) 


ISCOREBYOTRS Ist 2nd 3rd_4th OT Total Pp 
Ohio State 182 172 156 48 “4 672 
Opponent 8376 292.7 330 


Cameron Johnston (5-11, 195, Jr) 


‘Sporting News All-American 
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MICHIGAN STATE 
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2015 SCHEDULE 

DATE OPPONENT nesutr 
4 @WESTERNMICHIGAN 

S12 Oregon 146 
S10 Airforce 

5.206 Central Michigan 

0.) Purdue 453) 
00. @RUTGERS 453 
OT @MICHIGAN oon 

0.28 Indiana 5617 
V7 @NEBRASKA un 
{Mt Maryland 35 
(2) @OHIOSTATE 31649 

N20 PennState a0 


@ COACH 


Mark Dantonio 
Ninth year (15 3) 
Career records! 


Offensivecoordinators: 
Ji Ballman (third 

wer (thin 
Defensivecoordinators: 
Narlon Bainett (trstyear) 
and Mike Toss: 


Michigan State isn’t going away anytime 
soon, not as long as Mark Dantonio is 
coaching in East Lansing. 

Dantonio has built the most 
underappreciated program in the country. 
‘The Spartans have won at least 11 games four 
of the last five seasons. Ohio State, Alabama, 
Oregon and Stanford are the only other 
programs that can say that. Michigan State 
has won four consecutive bowl games against 
schools such as Georgia, TCU, Stanford and 
Baylor. The Spartans capped last season 
with a 21-point fourth-quarter comeback win 
against the Bears in the Cotton Bowl. 

This is a College Football Playoff contender 
built around Connor Cook, who could be the 
first quarterback taken in the 2016 NFL Draft. 
Cook's calling card is efficient, mistake-free 
play, and he has compiled 46 touchdowns 
and just 14 interceptions the last two seasons. 
He should be able to build on that with 
another successful season. 

‘The Spartans have a few off-the-field 
problems to deal with. Running back Delton 
Williams and receiver Macgarrett Kings were 
both arrested in the offseason, and they were 
expected to step in for departed playmakers 
Jeremy Langford (1,565 rushing yards, 22 
TNs) and Tony Lippett (1,198 receiving yards, 
11 TDs), respectively. Gerald Holmes might 
get the first crack at tailback if Williams can’t 
work his way back to the field. R.J. Shelton 
and Aaron Burbridge must be more consistent 
receivers. Tight end Josiah Price will be more 
involved in the passing game. 

The good news is it might not matter. 
Michigan State’s offensive line is a real strong 
point. Tackle Jack Conklin opted to stay in 
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DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


Connor Cook, QB 


Cook, who was impressively efficient 
all of last season with 24 touchdowns 
to just eight interceptions, saved his 
best performance for last against Baylor 
in the Cotton Bowl. The 6-4 signal- 
caller threw for 314 yards, the fourth 
most in the bowl’s history, and had 
24 completions, second most im MSU 
postseason history. In the fourth quarter 
Cook completed nine passes for 179 
yards and two touchdowns to give the 
Spartans a 42-41 come-from-behind 
win. The aerial attack is in good hands 
for another year in East Lansing. 


school despite first-round draft projections, 
and first-team All-Big Ten center Jack Allen 
returns. That should help ease the transition 
at tailback. 

‘The Spartans’ defense also will have to. 
adjust without defensive coordinator Pat 
Narduzzi, who took the head-coaching job 
at Pittsburgh. Harlon Barnett and Mike 
‘Tressel will share defensive coordinator 
duties, and Michigan State figures to be the 
same aggressive defense that relies on man 
coverage. 

‘The Spartans have allowed just 18.3 points 
per game since 2010, The only schools that 


2 
FA 


are better are Alabama, LSU and Florida State. Shilique 
Calhoun, who led the team with eight sacks, bypassed 
the NFL Draft. Linebacker Ed Davis had 58 tackles 

and seyen sacks, and Darian Hicks and RJ Williamson 
anchor a nasty secondary. Michigan State’s defense will 
continue to be a strength, 


BOTTOM LINE 


Michigan State gets 

a chance for revenge at 
home against Oregon on 
Sept. 12. The Spartans 
Jed the Ducks at halftime 
before getting outscored 
28-3 in the second half 
of a 46-27 loss at Autzen 
Stadium last season, A 
win there would put the 
Spartans in the top five in 
most polls. 

The pivotal game 
comes on Oct. 17 at 
Michigan. Dantonio has 
built this program around 
beating the Wolverines, and Michigan State has won 
six of the last seven meetings. Jim Harbaugh raises the 
stakes in this rivalry, and Dantonio is sure to use that 
as motivation for a team that thrives with a chip on its 
shoulder. 

Road games at Nebraska (Nov. 7) and Ohio State 
(Noy, 21) also loom. Michigan State has won the last 
two against the Cornhuskers, arid the Spartans are the 
only Big Ten team to beat Urban Meyer-led Ohio State 
the last three seasons. The Buckeyes beat the Spartans 
49-37 in East Lansing last year in a game that was close 
for three quarters. That game should decide who 
represents the Big Ten East in Indianapolis. 

How Michigan State adjusts without Narduzzi and 
who steps up at running back and wide receiver are the 
deciding factors. Otherwise, expect the same tough-to- 
beat style in East Lansing. 

‘The Spartans have enough to make a run to the 
College Football Playoff, especially if they score wins 
against Oregon, Michigan and Ohio State. Expect 
Michigan State to contend for a New Year’s Day bowl no 
matter what. 


RECRUITING REPORT 2ee>srorrs 


The Spartans success ze 
on the field has resulted ts are aes 
ina Top 25 recruiting a ticgentd seliseateh Ob bike 
classforasecondstraight | . Ryequan Willlams,o\. «2 
year, a 21-player haul 

that finished No. 3 in the 

Big Ten, While the top-two rated players in the class will ine 
upon offense, led by Top 100 running back Larry Scott, who 
chose the Spartans over Ohio State, coach Mark Dantonio and 
company continued to load up on defense with this group. 
Michigan State added size, speed and athleticism across the 
board on the defensive line, at linebacker and in the secondary. 
Top247 receiver Felton Davis Ill was a big get at a position of 
need as Michigan State loses five receivers next year. 


Mark Dantonio 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


PASSING 
Connor Cook 

4 ds. 1D_Avg/6 
13) 494 212-365-8981 3214 24 247.2 
RUSHING GP Atl. Net Avg. TD Avg/6 
DeltonWiliams 13) 54) 316 595/243 
‘RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/6 
MacgarettKingsik, 1329404 11391 1 311 
AaronBurbridge 13 281 35812311 7715 


TACKLES 
RUWiliamson 


GP. Solo_Assist Total 
BM) B58 


@DEHIND THE MASK 

‘Sparty was introduced to Michigan State 
fans during the 1989 football season and 
represents an ancient Spartan warrior— 
even though he wears an imperial-style 
Roman tegionary’s helmet. 


E14 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC i iia 
SCORING $59 280 
Points Per Game 430 25 
FiRsT DOWNS 2 198 
ing 153 6 
Passing 14 W2 
ity M4 2 
RUSHINGYARDAGE 3057 1150 
Yardsgainedrishing 32741878 
Yards istrushing 428 
Rushing Attempts 54 363 
Per Rush 5 32 
veragePerGame 7352 «88S 
TOsRus 4 8 
PASSINGYARDAGE 3 
Comp-Att-nt 736-4009 734-444-18 
AyeragePer Pass 
‘Average Per Catch 46 26 
WreragePerGame 2556 2073 
B 7 
$510 4005 
994 80] 
65 51 
5008 3158 
36-885, ‘S44 
Di 18390 
ioe 3108 
240 DA 
58 108 
7 M2 
Be 2216 
75st 73581 
58.0 447 
52-2143 77-3094 
‘Average Per Punt M2 40.2 
Netpunt average 355 318 
TIMEOFPOSS/GAME 35:2) 24.39 
SRO-DOWNCONV. ——_-S7/i94 51/182 
3ui-DownPet 50% 3% 
4. DOWNCONY. gn Wot 
Ath-DownPet 53% 48% 
SACKSBITANDS 230853 
MISC YARDS 6 0 
TDSSCORED 4 36 
FG-ATTEMPTS W220 848 
‘ATTENDANCE S27765. 295780 
Games/AvaPerGame 7/1468) 5/59156 
NeutralSiteGames mass 


ISCOREBYQTRS Ist_2nd 3rd 4th OT 
MichiganState 166 169 103 121 0 559 
Opponent 42 89 65 84 0 280 
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UEFTH CHANT 

BD OFFENSE 

QB Connor Cook (6-4, 220, Sr) 
Tyler O'Connor (6-2, 222, Jr) 

F®_Trevon Pendleton (6-0, 250, Sr.) 
David Fennel (6-2, 305, St) 

RB_ Gerald Holmes (6-0, 218, So.) 
Delton Williams (6-1, 228, J) 

LT Jack Conklin (6-6, 317, Jr) 
Dennis Finley (6-6, 305, So.) 

LG Benny McGowan (6-3, 316, Jr) 
Chase Gianacakos (6-6, 300, Fr.) 

© Jack Allen (6-2, 295, Sr) 
Brian Allen (6-2, 306, So.) 

RG Donavon Clark (6-4, 317, Sr.) 
Brandon Clemons (6-3, 305, Sr.) 

RY Kodi Kieler (6-6, 310, Jr.) 
Miguel Machado (6-6, 300, Jr.) 

TE Josiah Price (6-4, 250, Jr.) 
Jamal Lyles (6-3, 260, Jt.) 

WR RJ. Shelton (5-11, 200, Jr) 
Aaron Burbridge (6-1, 208, Sr.) 

WR Macgarrett Kings Jr. (5-10, 186, Sr) 
AJ Troup (6-2, 218, Sr.) 


BD DEFENSE 

DE Shilique Calhoun (6-5, 250, St.) 
Montez Sweat (6-6, 239, Fr) 

NT Joel Heath (6-6, 296, Sr.) 
Lawrence Thomas (6-4, 300, Sr) 

BT Damon Knox (6-5, 280, Sr.) 
Malik McDowell (6-6, 285, So.) 

DE Demetrius Cooper (6-5, 245, So.) 
Evan Jones (6-5, 252, Jr) 

OLB Ed Davis (6-2, 233, Sr) 
Shane Jones (6-1, 228, 50.) 

MLB Darien Harris (6-0, 220, Sr.) 
Chris Frey (6-2, 226, So.) 

OLB Riley Bullough (6-2, 230, Jr) 
Jon Reschke (6-2, 230, So.) 

€B_DarianHicks (5-10, 178, Jr) 
Arjen Colquhoun (6-1, 197, Sr) 

CB Jermaine Edmondson (6-0, 181, Jr.) 
Vayante Copeland (6-0, 200, Fr.) 

FS _ RiWilliamson (6-0, 214, Sr.) 
Montae Nicholson (6-2, 216, So.) 

SS _Demetrious Cox (6-1, 200, Jr.) 
Mark Meyers (6-0, 185, Jr) 


B® SPECIALISTS 
K Michael Geiger (5-8, 188, Jr.) 
P Jake Hartberger (6-4, 205, Fr.) 
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2015 SCHEDULE 


DATE OPPONENT 
53 @UIAN 
S12 OreyonState 


C1 Michiganstate 
1) @MINNESOTA 
V7 Rutgers 
10) @INDIANA 
2) @PENNSTATE 
N28 Ohio State 


@ COACH 


im Harbaugh 
styear 
Carcerreco 
Offensivecoordinator: 
TimDravna (first year) 
Defensivecoardinat 
1.) Durkin est ye 


@ FAST FACTS 


2014RECORD:5:7 

Staulium: Michigan Stadium (108,901) 
Tie 6-296: MTX 

Site: Ann Arbor Mich 

Website: mgobluo.com 

Twitter: @umichfon 


2014 
RESULT 


10-26 


1623 
109 
1135 
430 
0-26 
3410 
1813 
842 


It has taken seven years and three coaching 
changes, but Michigan finally has its man, 
Jim Harbaugh replaced Brady Hoke, who was 
fired after the Wolverines bottomed out at 5-7 
in 2014. 

Hiring Harbaugh, a Michigan icon who 
played quarterback for the legendary Bo 
Schembechler, erased those bad memories. 
He’s a rock-star coach. Harbaugh took 
Stanford to the Orange Bowl in 2009-10 and 
led the San Francisco 49ers to three straight 
NEC Championship games and a Super Bowl 
appearance from 2011-13. He’s the perfect 
fit for a program with forever-unrealistic 
expectations. 

How quickly will the resurrection of one of 
college football’s biggest brands happen? 

Harbaugh needs to find the right 
quarterback, and it’s a wide-open 
competition. Shane Morris took the lead in 
the spring, but he’ll be challenged by lowa 
transfer Jake Rudock and true freshman 
Alex Malzone. Two other freshmen, redshirt 
Wilton Speight and true frosh Zach Gentry, 
will also be in the mix, 

New offensive coordinator Tim Drevno 
figures to lean on the running back trio of 
Derrick Green, De’Veon Smith and Ty Isaac, a 
transfer from USC. Green averaged 5.7 yards 
per carry through six games last year before 
suffering a season-ending collarbone injury. 
‘Tight end Jake Butt has All-Big Ten potential, 
but receivers Amara Darboh and Jehu 
Chesson need to develop more consistency. 

‘The offensive line is full of former four-star 
recruits, but tackle Mason Cole is the only 
one who has played up to potential. Center 
is a question mark after Jack Miller opted not 
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DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


Derrick Green, RB 


The 5-11, 234-pound Green lost 20 
pounds before the start of last season 
and picked up some speed that was 
showcased by a 170-yard rushing 
performance in the season opener. He 
started the Wolverines’ first six games 
before going down in early October with 
a broken clavicle, but at the time of 
his injury he was fifth in the Big Ten in 
rushing with 471 yards despite splitting 
carries with backup De’Veon Smith and 
former QB Devin Gardner. 


to play his senior season, and guard Graham 
Glasgow violated probation in the spring and 
was briefly suspended, It’s time for juniors 
Kyle Kalis and Erik Magnuson to step up. 

Harbaugh tabbed DJ. Durkin, who served 
as defensive coordinator at Florida the last 
two seasons, to run the defense, He also 
retained Greg Mattison to coach the defensive 
line. Michigan ranked third in the Big Ten in 
total defense last season, giving up 311.3 yards 
per game. 

Is there a game-wrecker on this unit? 
Defensive ends Taco Charlton and Mario 
Ojemudia combined for seven sacks in 2014. 
Willie Henry played well in spots at tackle. 

Desmond Morgan, James Ross and Joe 


GREEN: RICHSCHULIZ/ AP 
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Bolden anchor an experienced group of linebackers. 
Blake Countess is a solid cornerback. The X-factor is 
sophomore Jabrill Peppers, who missed most of last 
season with a knee injury. Peppers is a dynamic talent 
who might switch from cornerback to safety. He has 
to be a difference-maker for a unit that forced just 10 
turnovers last season. 


BOTTOM LINE 


Harbaugh’s first year in Ann Arbor is one of the most 
interesting storylines in college football for 2015. The 
Thursday night opener at Utah on Sept. 3 could be the 
most watched Thursday night opener in college football 
history. Michigan also plays BYU on Sept. 26. 

Michigan opens Big Ten play at Maryland (Oct. 3), and 
alate-season trip to Penn State (Nov, 21) is a landmine. 

But, in the final analysis, Harbaugh was brought in to 
tip the scales back in two rivalry games. Michigan is just 
2-12 against Michigan State and Ohio State since former 
coach Lloyd Carr retired in 2007, 

‘The Spartans visit Michigan Stadium on Oct. 17. 
Michigan State is 6-2 against the Wolverines under 
Mark Dantonio and has won the last two meetings by a 
combined score of 64-17. 

‘The season-finale against defending national 
champion Ohio State (Nov. 28) might be the most 
sought-after ticket of the season. The matchup between 
Harbaugh and Urban 
Meyer already has a 
“10-Year War” feel to it, 
and Ann Arbor will be 
rocking no matter what 
the Wolverines’ record is. 

Michigan is the wild 
card in the Big Ten East 
race, It’s ambitious 
to expect a division 
championship, and eight 
or nine wins is amore 
reasonable request. 

The Wolverines are a 
longshot for anything 
more than that—at least 
until Harbaugh finds a 
quarterback he can trust. 


RECRUITING H 
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New Michigan coach SINE == 
Jim Harbaugh and his staff va aS betta cir 
camein atthe end and aches Canis un aa 
finishedstrongon what Tyree Kinnely= +» ©» 


was always going to bea 

small lass to begin with. 

The Wolverines signed 14 players, eight of whom ranked four 
stars or better. The Wolverines got alittle bit of everything in 
this class, landing potential difference-makers at every position 
group with the exception of linebacker. Brian Cole is an early- 
impact guy asaslot receiver, Tyrone Wheatley Jr. should be 
able to makea first-year impact at tight end and defensive end 
Shelton Johnson was a nice Signing Day snag as the Wolverines 
lured him away from his home state and longtime favorite 
Florida State. 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


» PASSING 
Shane Morris 
GP. Effic. Cmp-Atnn Pet. Ys. T0_Avg/ 
5) 46.9 | 1440-3 | 350/128 0) 256 


RUSHING GP Att. Net. Avg, TD Ava/6 
DoVeonsmith 12/108 519 | 48 || 43.2 
RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Ava. TO Ava/G 
AmaraDarboh 12] 36 | 473113112 | 394 
HTACKLES ___GP._Solo Assist Total 
JoeBolden 2) 55 47 | 102 
= oP 
m R 
Mario Ojemudia 2 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D. 
Jourdantewis 2) 47m 10 


@ BEHIND THE MASCOT 

Michigan, which deean't have a live or 
costumed mascot, began referring to 
itself as the Wolverines in 1861, The last 
tive mascots, Biff and Bennie, lasted for 
just the 1927 season before both getting 
moved to different zoos in the area. 


BAIN TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC. Mii a 
SCORING 25 263 
PointsPer Game 209 ns 
FIRSTOOWNS m2 19 
Rushing 101 88 
Passing 104 ‘01 
Penalty 10 
RUSHINGYARDAGE i954 aia 
Yardsgainedrushing 22541780 
Yardslostrushing 300 368 
Rushing tempts 125 440 
fveragePer Rush AG 32 


AvetagePerGame 1628 WET 
TOsRushing 7 
PASSING YARDAGE 


2042 2 
Comp-AttAnt 189-326-18__205-343-5 
AveragePerPass 63 68 
‘Average Per Catch 10.8 113 
AveragePer Game 110.2 1937 
TDsPassing 10 M4 
‘TOTALOFFENSE 3996 3736 
Total Plays 15 783 
‘Average Per Play 53 48 


‘Average Per Game 3330 ENE) 
YDS 23-457 29-620 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 13-88 20-266 
INTRETURNS:#-YDS 5.13 18:322 


KICKRETURNAVG, 199 na 
PUNTRETURNAVG. 88 133 
INTRETURNAVG. 26 m3 
FUMBLES-LOST 15-8 35 
PENALTIES-YARDS ——47-38)._——72-589. 
AveragePer Game 318 49.1 
PUNTS-YARDS 54-2318 65-2528 
‘Average Per Punt ans 
Netpuntayerage 343 36.3 


TIMEOFPOSS,/GAME 30:52 29:08 
‘SRD-DOWN CONV, Byi5S 8/8 


3¢d+-DownPet. 39% 38% 
4TH-DOWNCONY. 5/13 5/16 

th-Down Pt 30% 31% 
SACKSBY-YARDS 29-248 25.171 
MISC YARDS 7 W 
TOSSCORED 20 31 
FG-ATTEMPTS 15-21 1822 
ATTENDANCE. 734364361492 


Games/AvgPerGame  7/104909 
Neutral Site Games 


ISCORERYOTRS 1st 2nd 3rd 4th OT 
Michigan 57 82 52 60 0 251 
36 87 69 77 0 269 


5/7288. 
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Opponent 
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GEFTH CHANT 

B® OFFENSE 

QB Shane Morris (6-3, 209, Jr) 
Wilton Speight (6-6, 235, Fr.) 

FB Joe Kerridge (6-0, 249, Sr.) 
Sione Houma (6-0, 243, Sr.) 

RB Derrick Green (5-11, 234, Jr) 
De'Veon Smith (5-11, 228, Jn) 

LT Mason Cole (6-5, 287, So.) 
Juwann Bushell-Beatty (6-6, 319, So) 

LG Ben Braden (6-6, 331, Jr) 
Blake Bars (6-5, 281, Sr.) 

© Graham Glasgow (6-6, 303, Sr.) 
Patrick Kugler (6-5, 297, So.) 

RG Kyle Katis (6-5, 292, Jr) 
David Dawson (6-4, 309, Jr) 

RT Erik Magnuson (6-6, 295, J) 
Logan Tuley-Tillman (6-7, 309, So.) 

TE Jake Butt (6-6, 248, Jr) 
A.J. Williams (6-6, 285, Sr.) 

WR Amara Darboh (6-2, 216, Jr) 
Freddy Canteen (6-1, 185, So.) 

WR. Jehu Chesson (6-3, 207, Jr.) 
Dennis Norfleet (5-7, 168, Sr.) 


B® DEFENSE 

DE Taco Charlton (6-6,273, Jr) 
Chris Wormley (6-4, 300, Jr) 

DT Willie Henry (6-2, 311, Jr) 
Ondre Pipkins (6-3, 317, Sr.) 

NT Ryan Glasgow (6-4, 297, J) 
Bryan Mone (6-4, 325, So.) 

DE Mario Ojemudia (6-3, 252, Sr.) 
Matthew Godin 6-6, 287, Sr.) 

OLB James Ross (6-1, 232, Sr.) 
Royce Jenkins-Stone (6-2, 240, Sr.) 

MLB. Desmond Morgan (6-1, 236, Sr) 

Ben Gedeon (6-3, 241, Jr.) 

Joe Bolden (6-3, 232, Sr) 

Mike McCray (6-4, 242, Jn) 

CB Blake Countess (5-10, 185, Sr.) 
Channing teibting (6-2, 178, Jr) 

CB Jourdan Lewis (5-10, 176, Jr) 
Terry Richardson (5-9, 174, Sr.) 

FS. Jabrill Peppers (6-1, 208, So.) 
Jarrod Wilson (6-2, 210, Sr) 

$5 _ Dymonte Thomas (6-2 191, Jr) 
Delano Hill (6-0, 204, Jr) 


@® SPECIALISTS 
K Kenny Allen (6-3, 230, J+) 
P Andrew David (5-8, 170. Fr.) 
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2015 SCHEDULE 
DATE | OPPONENT 

5 @TENPLE 

S12 Butalo 

519 Rutgers 

$26 SanDiego State 
03. Amy 

O10 Indiana 

i) @oHlosTATE 
0.24 Maryand 

0.9) Minois 

(07 @NORTHWESTERN 
2) Michigan 

(20 @MICHIGANSTATE 


@ COACH 


James Franklin 


Offensive coordinator 
John Donovan (second year 
Defensive coordinator 
Bob Shoop (second year) 
‘and Brent Pry (second year) 


@ FAST FACTS 


2014 RECORD:7-6 
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204 
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37 
431 
19:20 
V6 
629 
1348 
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radium (106,572) 


NITTANY 
State College, Pa, 
susports.com 


DaeSean Hamilton 


For the first time in four years, Penn State enters a football 
season without NCAA sanctions hanging over the program. 

‘The NCAA lifted the school’s postseason ban midway through 
last season, and coach James Franklin parlayed that into a 
7-6 campaign that culminated in a 31-30 win against Boston 
College in the Pinstripe Bowl. Somehow, the Nittany Lions have 
managed a winning season each of the last three years since Joe 
Paterno resigned. 

Penn State, however, 
hasn't competed for a Big 
Ten championship. In order 
to do that, they must protect 
junior quarterback Christian 
Hackenberg, a two-year 
starter who struggled last 
season after taking 44 sacks. 
Give Hackenberg time, and 
the Nittany Lions have a 
potential first-round talent at 
quarterback. If not, the same 
inconsistency will continue. 

Penn State’s leading rusher 
returns in Akeel Lynch, and 
sophomore receiver DaeSean 
Hamilton totaled 82 receptions 
and 899 yards last season. 
Hamilton has the look of an All- 
Big Ten selection. Geno Lewis is another weapon in the receiving 
game, and Kyle Carter replaces tight end Jesse James, who left 
early for the NFL. 

Deion Barnes also opted for the draft, and Penn State has holes 
at defensive end as a result. Senior tackle Anthony Zettel led the 
Nittany Lions in tackles for loss (17.5) and tied for the team lead 
in interceptions with three. Linebacker Nyeem Wartman had 75 
tackles, and the secondary returns senior cormerbacks Trevor 
Williams and Jordan Lucas. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


DaeSean Hamilton, WR 


Quarterback Christian 


hird of both total 
Hamilton 


Wing yards), 


‘There’s optimism in Happy Valley, but keep in mind Penn 
State finished 2-6 in the Big Ten last season. That included 
embarrassing losses to Illinois and Maryland. The Nittany Lions’ 
early-season schedule is favorable to the point they could be 6-0 
when they visit Ohio State on Oct. 17, Penn State closes the season 
with a home game against Michigan (Nov. 21) before a trip to 
Michigan State (Nov. 28). 

In order to compete with that kind of company, Hackenberg 
will need more protection. Penn State also must avoid the 
inexcusable slip-up this time around. A nine-win season isn’t out 
of the question, and the trip to Columbus will tell you whether or 
not this program is ready to get back on the national stage. 


2015 SPORTING NEWS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Christian Hackenberg (6-4, 236, J) 
RB AkeelLynch (6-0, 220, Jr) 

{T Donovan Smith (6-5, 335, Sr) 
1G Brendan Mahon (6-4, 316, So.) 
© Angelo Mangiro (6-3, 315, Sr.) 
RG Brian Gaia (6-3, 301, Jr) 

RT Andrew Nelson (6-5, 310, So.) 
TE kyle Carter (6-3, 240, Sr) 

WR Geno Lewis (6-1, 206, Jr) 

WR DaeSean Hamilton (6-1, 211, So.) 
WR Matt Zanellato (6-3, 211, Sr.) 


DE Carl Nassib (6-6, 70, Sr) 

DT Austin Johnson (6-4, 325, Jr) 
DT Anthony Zettel (6-4, 278, Sr.) 
DE Garrett Sickels (6-4, 262, So) 
OLB Nyeem Wartman (6-1, 243, Jr.) 
‘MLB Brandon Bell (6-1, 231, Jr.) 
OLB Gary Wooten (6-2, 239, Jr) 
CB Trevor Wiliams (6-1, 196, Sr.) 
£B- Jordan Lucas (6-0, 199, Sr) 

S Malik Golden (6-1, 205, Jr) 
S Marcus llen (6-2, 206, S0,) 


K Chris Gulla (6-0, 202, So.) 
P Chris Gulla (6-0, 202, So.) 
Sporting News AlAmercan 
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* Paris Palmer, 
* Saquon Barkley, 
* Garrett Taylor, (| 


Nomore scholarship 
restrictions for Penn State, now 
it'sabout building the roster back 
up to85. James Franklin and his 
staff took afull boat, 25, aclass 
that ranked No. 2in the Big Ten 
and 14th nationally. Penn State 
dominated in-state recruiting and 
also landed several difference- 
makers out of New Jersey and 
the D.C./Maryland/Virginia area. 
Sixteen four-star recruits signed, 
none bigger than juco offensive 
tackle Paris Palmer, who could walk 
right in and startat eft tackle 
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PROJECTED START 


QB Caleb Rowe (6-3, 215, Sr.) 

RB Brandon Ross(5-10, 205, St.) 
AT Damian Prince (6-3, 325, Fr.) 
LG Michael Dunn (6-5, 306, Jr.) 
© Evan Mulrooney (6-4, 299, Sr) 
RG Andrew Zeller (6-5, 315, Sr.) 
RT _Derwin Gray (6-5, 315, Fr) 
TE Andrew isaacs (6-2, 240, Jr) 
WR Levern Jacobs (5-11, 185, Sr.) 
WR. Taivon Jacobs (5-10, 165, So.) 
WR Marcus Leak (6-0, 214, Sr.) 


DE Quinton Jefferson 6-3, 287, Sr.) 
DT David Shaw (6-4, 308, So) 

DT Roman Braglio (6-3, 267, Jr) 

DE Yannick Ngakowe (6-2, 250, Jr) 
‘OLB Cavon Walker (6-2, 254, Jr.) 
MLB Jermaine Carter sr (6-0, 240, So) 
‘OLB Abner Logan (6-1, 240, Jr.) 

CB _ Wiliam Likely (5-7, 175, Jr) 

CB AlvinHill (6-0, 200, Sr.) 

FS. Sean avis (6-1, 200, Sr) 

$$ Anthony Nixon (6-0, 205, Sr) 


K Brad Craddock (6-0, 189, Sr) 
P  Leeshrader (6-2, 224, Fr) 
Sporting News A American 


RECRUITING REPORT =e =rorer= 


mar 
smu 

» Adam McLean, OY © 

* Quarvez Boulware, 

DJ. Moore, \!/\" * 


Randy Edsall and his staff 
are bringing in the nation’s No. 
48:ranked class, good for No. 
Sin the Big Ten. The Terrapins 
continue to build depth up front, 
bringingin one of the conference's 
top offensive-line classesled by 
Quarvez Boulware. Maryland also 
wanted to add some speed and 
playmaking ability on offense with 
some of the talent they're losing 
and receiver D.J. Moore hasa 
chance to be an instant impact guy. 


Maryland made the transition from the ACC to the Big Ten 
in coach Randy Edsall’s fourth season in College Park, and the 
results were better than expected. The Terrapins matched their 
7-6 record and improved by one game in conference play before 
losing to Stanford in the Foster Farms Bowl. 

Despite a few highlights—including wins at Penn State and 
Michigan-Maryland couldn't suing together back-to-back wins in 
conference play. 

The Terps face challenges 
in 2015 with breaking ina new 
starting quarterback, Caleb 
Rowe, who saw action in four 
games last season. Maryland 
also lost leading rusher CJ. 
Brown, and wide receiver 
Stefon Diggs left early for the 
NFL Draft. Senior Brandon Ross 
fills in at tailback, while senior 
Levern Jacobs and his younger 
brother, Taivon, are expected. 

ass jelds wit to bolster the receiving corps 
27.5 tack along with Marcus Leak. 
heamin ‘The offensive line is also 
kl! green, but tackles Damian 

Prince and Derwin Gray were 
highly recruited and could 
develop into All-Big Ten players 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


Yannick Ngakoue, DE 


down the road. 

‘The overhaul is coming on defense, where the Terps shift from 
a3-4 to a 4-3 under new defensive coordinator Keith Dudzinski, 
who served as the Terps’ linebackers coach the last four seasons, 
Maryland allowed 30.2 points per game last season, and that 
included 201.9 yards on the ground. Cornerback William Likely 
led the Big Ten in interceptions with six last season, however, so 
there's at least one playmaker, 

The Terps have a special-teams advantage in Groza Award 
winner Brad Craddock, who hit 18 of 19 field-goal attempts last 
season, including 11 of 12 from 40 yards or more. Likely doubles 
as the best return man in the conference. 


Maryland opens the season with three straight home games 
before a season-defining stretch that includes a trip to West 
Virginia (Sept. 26), conference opener against Michigan (Oct. 3) 
and visit to Ohio State (Oct. 10) before the bye week. 

‘The Terps play Penn State at M&T Bank Stadium in Baltimore, 
a game that should be interesting considering the chippy theatrics 
in Jast year’s game. Maryland also has back-to-back games against 
Wisconsin (Nov. 7) and at Michigan State (Nov. 14). 

Edsall will get Maryland back to a bowl game despite that slate. 
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Fourth year (2: 
Careerrecord: 23-16 
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Leonte Carroo fg 


Rutgers enjoyed a half-and-half debut in its first season in the 
Big Ten. The Scarlet Knights jumped out to a 5-1 start before the 
bye week, which included a 26-24 win at home against Michigan 
in prime time. 

From there, Rutgers lost four of five and wasn’t competitive 
in losses to Ohio State, Nebraska, Wisconsin and Michigan State. 
Coach Kyle Flood still guided the Scarlet Knights to their fourth 
straight bowl game and an 8-5 
season, so there’s a foundation 
to build on. 

Ben McDaniels takes over 
for Ralph Friedgen as offensive 
coordinator, and there are 
pieces still around to put 
together a prolific unit. 

Sophomore Hayden Rettig, 
an LSU transfer, will battle with 
Chris Laviano and Giovanni 
Rescigno to replace Gary Nova 
at quarterback. Rettig was 
ahighly recruited four star 
quarterback in 2013, and he 
has the luxury of throwing to 
star receiver Leonte Carroo, 
the top returning pass catcher 
in the Big Ten (1,086 yards, 10 
TDs). Carroo had at least 100 
yards receiving in four conference games. 

‘The Scarlet Knights have holes, though. Leading rusher 
Desmon Peoples averaged just 3.9 yards per carry in 2014. Paul 
James, Robert Martin, Josh Hicks and Justin Goodwin will also 
push for carries. It looks like a committee approach, but Rutgers 
has just two returning starters on the offensive line. 

‘The defense allowed 30.2 points per game last season, which 
tied for lth in the Big Ten. Linebacker Steve Longa led the Scarlet 
Knights with 102 tackles. Fellow linebacker Quentin Gause had 
seven tackles for loss, and defensive tackle Darius Hamilton 
finished with six sacks. 


DIFFERENGE-MAKER 


Leonte Carroo, WR 


£4 55-catch, 1,086-; 


eiving 
ving touchdowns. 


Rutgers’ lone road nonconference game is at Army on Nov. 21. 
Washington State and Kansas come to Piscataway in September, 
and there’s a budding rivalry with Penn State sandwiched in 
between, 

The home Big Ten schedule is brutal. Michigan State (Oct. 

10), Ohio State (Oct. 24) and Nebraska (Nov. 14) all come in, and 
Rutgers has back-to-back road games at Wisconsin (Oct. 31) and 
Michigan (Nov. 7). If Flood can get back to eight wins and keep the 
bowl streak alive, it would be an accomplishment. Rutgers will 
need a few more defensive stops to get there. 


2015 SPORTING NEWS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


CTED STARTERS 


QB Hayden Rettig (6-3, 205, So.) 
RB Desmon Peoples (5-8, 175, Jr) 
FB Kevin Marquez (6-1, 235, Jr) 
LT keith Lumpkin (6:8, 310, Sr.) 
1G Dorian Miller (6-3, 285, 50.) 
© Chris Muller (6-6, 300, So.) 
RG Tariq Cole (6-6, 350, Fr) 

RT 4.) Denman (6-6, 300, J+) 

TE Nick Arcidiacono (6-5, 235, Jr) 
WR Leonte Carroo (6-1, 205, Sr.) 
WR. Andre Patton (6-4, 200, Jr) 


DE Djwany Mera (6-4, 260, Sr) 

NT Sebastian Joseph (6-4, 285, So.) 
DT Darius Hamilton (6-4, 255, Sr.) 
DE Kemoko Turay (6-6, 235, So.) 
OLB Steve Longa (6-1, 225, Jr.) 

MLB Brandon Russell (6-1, 210, Fr) 
LB Quentin Gause (6-1, 20, Sr) 
CB Nadir Barnwell (5-11, 185, Jr.) 
£B Dre Boggs (5-11, 175, So.) 

FS. Delon Stephenson (5-11, 190, Jr) 
SS__ Kiy Hester (6-0, 205, Fr.) 


K Kyle Federica (6-0, 190, Sr.) 
P Tim Gleeson (6-2, 195, Sr.) 
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Rutgers signed 26 prospects 
inthe 2015 class, a group that 
finished No. lin the Big Ten, 
There's one four-star in defensive 
end Marques Ford, Sunshine 
Statestandout whospurned more 
than 30 offers to bea Scarlet 
Knight. Coach kyle Flood and his. 
staff have some versatile athletes 
with great frames and speed 
headed to Piscataway. 
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QB Nate Sudfeld (6-5, 240, Sr) 


RB Jordan Howard (6+, 225, Jr) 
11 Jason Spriggs (6-7, 305, 5¢) 
LG DeAndre Herron (6-5, 305, Sr.) 
C Jake Reed (6-4, 288, Sr) 
RG Dan Feeney (6-4, 305, Jr) 

RT Ralston Evans (6-4, 290, Sr.) 
TE Michael Cooper (6-5, 257, Sr.) 
WR Dominique Booth (6-1, 206, So.) 
WR Simmie Cobbs J. (6-4, 215, So.) 
WR J-Shun Harris (5-8, 170, So.) 
BD DEFEN 

DE Adarius Rayner (6-2, 300, Sr.) 
DE shawn Heffern (6-6, 275, Jr) 
NT Nate Hoff (6-2, 300, So.) 

LB Clyde Newton (6-1, 230, Jr.) 
LB Nick Mangier (6-5, 270, Sr) 
immons (6-0, 233, Jr) 

1B Tegray Scales (6-0, 220,50.) 
CB Donovan Clark (5-10, 180, 50.) 
CB Rashard Fant (5-10, 175, 50) 
FS Chase Dutra (6-1, 205, So) 
$S_ Antonio Allen (5-10, 205, Jn) 


Griffin Oakes (5-10, 197, So.) 
Erich Toth (6-3, 208, Sr) 
Sperting News MbAmencon 
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Indiana just missed signing a 
top-5O dlass, but the recruiting 
continues to be as good asit has 
beenin recent memory under 
coach Kevin Wilson and his staff. 
“The focus for the Hoosiers was 
athleticism on both sides of the 
ball, landing playmakersat the 
receiver position and adding more 
athleticism to the back seven 
ondefense. Indiana signed 22 
prospects, none ranked higher 
than former Ohio State four-star 
safety commit Tyler Green. 


Indiana took a step back in coach Kevin Wilson's fourth 
season with a 4-8 record and 1-7 finish in the Big Ten. 

The Hoosiers’ M.O. throughout Wilson's tenure hasn’t 
changed. Indiana ranked third in the Big Ten in yards per game 
(429.0), and the offense has its moments, none more special 
than the 31-27 victory against SEC East champion Missouri in 
2014. 

Indiana, however, must 
replace star running back 
Tevin Coleman, who finished 
with 2,036 rushing yards 
and seventh in the Heisman 
Trophy voting. Coleman had 
an uncanny knack for busting 
the big play in the Hoosiers’ 
offense. He'll be replaced 
by Jordan Howard, a junior 
transfer from UAB who is 
eligible to play right away after 
the Blazers’ football program 
folded. Howard rushed for 
1,587 yards and 13 TDs for the 
Blazers last season. 

Nate Sudfeld returns at 
quarterback after missing 
Indiana’s last six games because of a shoulder injury. He'll miss 
leading receiver Shane Wynn (708 yards, 3 TDs), who graduated. 
Indiana's offensive line also has four seniors, including 
honorable mention All-Big Ten tackle Jason Spriggs and junior 
guard Dan Feeney. 

Indiana can score points, but will they stop anybody? Second- 
year defensive coordinator Brian Knorr’s task is simple: Improve 
a defense that allowed a Big Ten-worst 3.1 points per game. 
The Hoosiers return six defensive starters, including safety 
Antonio Allen, who led the team with 74 tackles. Linebacker TJ. 
Simmons will also be counted on, and sophomore nose tackle 
Nate Hoff could develop into an All-Big Ten selection. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 
Tegray Scales, LB 


BOTT 

Indiana probably won't play a ranked team in nonconference 
play, but the showdown with Western Kentucky (Sept. 19) should 
bea shootout. The Hoosiers travel to Wake Forest before Big ‘Ten 
play begins. 

Indiana opens Big Ten play with defending national champion 
Ohio State coming to Memorial Stadium on Oct. 3. Back-to-back 
road games at Maryland and Purdue to close the season could 
determine whether or not Indiana makes the postseason, which 
would be a first since 2007. That should be Wilson's primary goal 
in 2015. 
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@ COACH 


Paul Chryst 
First year 
Careerrecord:19: 
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2014RECORD: 11-3 


‘Corey Clement 


Wisconsin fans still might be trying to make 
sense of last December. 

Ohio State destroyed the Badgers 59-0 in 
the Big Ten Championship Game. Four days 
later, coach Gary Andersen left for the Oregon 
State job after two seasons. Athletic director 
Barry Alvarez hired former assistant Paul 
Chryst away from Pitt, and Alvarez redeemed 
the Badgers by serving as interim coach in 
34-31 win against Auburn in the Outback 
Bowl. No matter how you look at it, Wisconsin 
still finished 11-3 and enters 2015 as the 
favorite to defend the Big Ten West Division 
championship. 

Chryst fits the Alvarez mold, but there’s 
acatch. In order to take the next step and 
become a true playoff contender, the Badgers 
must find the right quarterback. Chryst served 
as offensive coordinator at Wisconsin in 
2011, when Russell Wilson led an offense that 
ranked sixth in the nation in points per game 
(44. 

That’s the Badgers’ No. 1 question in 2015. 
Senior quarterback Joel Stave completed just 
53.4 percent of his passes with nine TDs and 
10 interceptions last season. Tanner McEvoy 
is a candidate to push Stave, but McEvoy 
also could start at strong safety. Chryst also 
recruited redshirt junior Bart Houston back 
in 2011. 

‘The rest of the time-tested formula is in 
place, even without Melvin Gordon, who 
set the Big Ten single-season rushing record 
(2,587 yards) and finished second in the 
Heisman Trophy voting last season. Corey 
Clement and Taiwan Deal form the Badgers’ 
next rushing tag team, and leading receiver 
Alex Erickson also returns. 
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Corey Clement, RB 


While Melvin Gordon was destroying 
team, conference and NCAA records last 
season, Clement was just waiting in the 
wings—if you can call 1,068 all-purpose 
yards and 11 total touchdowns “waiting 
in the wings.” The combination of 
Clement and Gordon (3,536 rushing 
yards in 2014) easily eclipsed the 
previous combinations of Gordon and 
James White (3,053 yards in 2013) 
and White and Montee Ball (2,636 in 
2012). There's no doubt that Clements 
is Wisconsin's next record-challenging 
feature back. 


Two honorable mention All-Big Ten 
selections—left tackle Tyler Marz and center 
Dan Voltz—will anchor the team’s heavy 
offensive line. How offensive coordinator Joe 
Rudolph, who came over with Chryst from 
Pitt, allows this unit to flow will be worth 
watching. 

There were fewer questions about the 
defense before the meltdown against the 
Buckeyes, but Wisconsin still ranked second 
in the Big Ten in yards per game (294.1), 
and defensive coordinator Dave Aranda 
stayed on the staff. Several key pieces return. 
Linebackers Joe Schobert and Vince Biegel 


CLEVENT WORRY GASH AP 


‘STAVE: JCAWRAOUK / AP, MASOOT RINGO HW 


combined for 30 tackles for loss. Second-team All-Big 
Ten safety and leading tackler Michael Caputo and 
cornerback Darius Hillary lead the secondary, though 
Wisconsin had just six interceptions in 2014. 


HOTTOM LINE 


Wisconsin will find out exactly where it stands 
in the opener. The Badgers play Alabama in the 
Cowboys Classic at AT&T Stadium, which is yet another 
statement game for the Big Ten. That's the highlight of 
the nonconference schedule. 

Wisconsin catches a break with the crossover Big 
‘Ten games against Rutgers (Oct. 31) and Maryland 
(Nov. 7), and the regular-season finale at Minnesota 
(Nov. 28) is tricky. The Badgers’ hopes for a return to 
Indianapolis hang on a road test at Nebraska (Oct. 10) 
midway through the season. Wisconsin lost in its last 
visit to Lincoln in 2012, and Nebraska will be looking for 
revenge after last season’s 59-24 loss, It’s an emerging 
Big Ten rivalry worth watching. 

Despite the stiff test in the opener, Wisconsin still is 
the odds-on favorite to win the Big Ten West and could 
make a run at the spot in the four-team College Football 
Playoff with a little help. That, of course, depends on 
whether or not this team learned anything from the 
debacle against the Buckeyes last season. There might 
be a rematch in store. 


RECRUITING REPORT = 


The Badgers went TOPSIGNEES 

through asurprising wt Tavis SiavGnen, ton ares 
coaching change fora Area sane 
second time in just a few Peneme arabes 
years but the culture stays 

the same under coach 


Paul Chryst and his staff. This 20-player class ranked No. Sin 
the Big Ten, led by a talented offensive-line group and one of 
the Lone Star State's top running backs in Jordan Stevenson, 
a former Texas commit. The Badgers addressed a need at 
linebacker, led by four-star prospect Arrington Farrar. Also, as 
with most Wisconsin recruiting classes, several players who 
signed could play multiple positions in Madison, 
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ae Bart Houston (6-4, 218, Jr.) 
RB Corey Clement (5-11, 217, Jr) 

Bucky Badger was first introduced in pha ‘Deal ii 216, Fr) 

1949, and the name originated from the 278, 

lyrics of a song that encouraged the Learn RB Derek Watt (6-2, 236, Sr) 

to “buck right through that line.” ‘Austin Ramesh (6-1, 247, So.) 

UT TylerMarz (6-5, 321, Sr) 
Jacob Maxwell (6-6, 295, Fr.) 
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STATISTIC wise George Panos (6-5, 301, Fr) 
SCORING 484 231 © Dan Voltz (6-3, 311, Jr.) 
stomster Game us _208 Micah Kapoi (6-4, 323, Fr) 
Resting 0 3 RG Michael Deiter (6-5, 317, Fr.) 
Passa 103 3 Logan Schmidt (6-4, 300, J.) 
ty RT Hayden Biegel (6-6, 303, 50) 
RUSHINGYARDAGE 4462 __{T65 Walker Wiliams (6-7, 320, J) 
Yak beret ost 120 TE Austin Traylor (6-3, 248, Sr.) 
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4 DE Chikwe Obasih (6-2, 268, So.) 
ire Alec James (6-3, 259, So.) 
16103 1B Vince Biegel (6-4, 244, Jr.) 
3 Jesse Hayes (6-3, 229, Sr.) 
By 1B Joe Schobert (6-2, 240, Sr) 
a Keelon Brookins (5-10, 209, So.) 
82-845 T., Edwards (6-1, 229, Fr.) 
46) D'Cota Dixon (9-10, 20b, 50.) 
98-4722 18 Leon Jacobs (6-2, 230, Jr) 
ey Jack Cichy (6-2, 220, So.) 
621 CB Sojourn Shelton (5-9, 178, Jr.) 
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8% CB Darius Hillary (5-11, 188, Sr.) 
i Derrick Tindal (5-11, 175, $0.) 
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femorial Stadium (7,000) 
10-881 RED. 


Nine wasn’t enough to keep Bo Pelini in 
Lincoln. 

Nebraska surprised some by firing Pelini 
after the Cornhuskers’ regular-season finale 
in 2014 despite seven consecutive seasons 
with at least nine wins. Pelini’s often-abrasive 
nature clearly had run its course. 

Here’s the gamble Nebraska athletic 
director Shawn Eichorst is taking. The 
Cornhuskers hired 62-year-old Mike Riley, 
who won nine games just four times in 14 
years between two stints at Oregon State, to 
take over a program with forever-unrealistic 
expectations. 

That's forced a “get-to-know” period for 
a fanbase still looking for its first Big Ten 
championship and one that’s itching for a 
return to the national stage. Riley—whether 
he likes it or not—is going to be held to an 
“at-least-nine-wins” standard even in Year 
One. If it doesn’t work, Nebraska fans will 
point back to 2003, when former Huskers 
coach Frank Solich was replaced by Bill 
Callahan. 

Riley brought Danny Langsdorf, who 
served as the New York Giants’ quarterbacks 
coach after a stint as Oregon State's offensive 
coordinator, to run Nebraska's offense. 
Expect a transition to a more pro-style 
attack, and that won't be easy given the 
loss of do-everything running back Ameer 
Abdullah, who finished his career second on 
the school’s career rushing list with 4,588 
yards, First-team All-Big Ten receiver Kenny 
Bell is also gone. 

Six starters return on offense, including 
quarterback Tommy Armstrong Jr., whom 
Riley has said won’t be counted on to run 
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Nate Gerry, S 


The pride of South Dakota, Gerry 
returned to his natural position last year 
after playing linebacker in 2013. The 
chiseled 6-2, 205-pound safety from 
Sioux Falls showed that he is indeed a 
natural, finishing with a team-leading. 

49 solo tackles (88 overall), five 
interceptions and a fumble recovery for a 
touchdown. He and his Husker secondary 
mates allowed just 15 passing TDs in 
2014, but his load is heavier now after 
the departures of fellow defensive backs 
Josh Mitchell and Corey Cooper. 


as much in the new scheme. That means 
Armstrong Jr. must develop as a more 
accurate passer, He has completed just 52.9 
percent of his passes the last two seasons. 
Despite the loss of Bell, Jordan Westerkamp 
(747 receiving yards, 5 TDs) and De’Mornay 
Pierson-El (321, 4) are reliable receivers, 
and tight end Cethan Carter could take on a 
bigger role in the passing attack. 

Replacing Abdullah is nearly impossible, 
but Imani Cross averaged 5.1 yards per carry 
last season and Terrell Newby scored five 
times. They'll split carries. Nebraska didn't 
have an offensive lineman on the All-Big Ten 
first or second team last season, but senior 
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left tackle Alex Lewis could change that in 2015, 

Defensive coordinator Mark Banker, also brought 
over from Oregon State, takes over the “Blackshirts,” 
a unit that allowed 26.4 points per game last season. 
Stud defensive end Randy Gregory (7.0 sacks) and 
leading tackler Zaire Anderson are gone. That leaves 
tackle Maliek Collins, who had 14 tackles for loss, as 
the anchor. Junior LeRoy Alexander returns after 
serving a suspension in 2014, and junior Nate Gerry 
had five interceptions last season, The cupboard isn’t 
bare on defense. 


QOTTUMLINE 


If Riley wants to make an impression, he could beat 
a few ranked Big Ten teams, Pelini finished 3-6 against 
such teams, and that included two blowout losses 
to Wisconsin (2011, 2014) and disasters at Michigan 
(2011) and Ohio State (2012). That doesn’t even 
count the 70-31 loss to Wisconsin in the 2012 Big Ten 
Championship Game. 

It won’t be an easy September. Nebraska opens 

against BYU and travels to Miami (Sept, 19). The two 
toughest games on the Big Ten schedule are at home 
against Wisconsin (Oct. 10) and Michigan State (Nov. 
7), and the regular-season finale against Iowa (Nov. 27) 
could determine whether or not this experienced team 
can get back to the Big Ten Championship Game. With 
the preemptive bar set at nine wins, Riley has his work 
cut out in Year One. 


Coach Mike Riley and 
his new staff came in with 
aphilosophy that they're 
going to take the best 
available player down the 
stretch, Riley did well with 
that philosophy while keeping just about everyone previously 
committed to Bo Pelini's staff in the boat as well. Nebraska 
loaded up in the secondary with Eric Lee and Avery Anderson, 
got an immediate difference-maker at linebacker in Dedrick 
Youngand landed a player with as much upsideas any Big Ten 
recruit in defensive end Daishon Neal. Defense was obviously 
addressed in this recruiting cycle. a 20-player class that ranked 
No. 31 nationally and No. 4.in the Big Ten. 
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@ BEHIND THE MASK 

Herbie Husker became the official mascot 
in 1974 after appearing on the Nebraska 
‘media guide. He wears a red cowboy 

hat, red work shirt, blue jeans and work 
boots to represent the state's agricultural 
workers, 
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Yards gained rushing 3360 2633 


Yardslostrushing. BI 321 
Rushing Attempts S87 488 
‘Average Per Rush 53 47 


‘Average Per Game 2402 m6 
TOs Rushing 35 by 


PASSINGYARDAGE 27572678 
Comp-Atint 4190-35942 _218-441-13 
AveragePer Pass i 6) 
AveragePerCatch M45 125 
AveragePerGame 2121 205.8 
TOsPassing u 5 

TOTALOFFENSE 58004988 
TotalPlays 946 929 
AveragePe Play 62 54 
fveragePerGame 45233837 

KICKRETURNS:#-YOS 43-094 59-1248 


PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 39-620 16143 


INTRETURNS:*-YDS 13-128 124181 
KICKRETURNAVG. 208 12 
PUNT RETURNAVG. 59 89 
INTRETURNAVG, 95. 1 
FUMBLES-LOST. 2143 20:10 


PENALTIES-YARDS 754655 ‘78-00 


‘Average Per Game 504 523 
PUNTS-YARDS 64-2628 90-3488 
‘Average Per Punt A 38,8 
‘Net punt average 313 312 


IMCOrPoss, [AME 3016 29:44 
SRO-DOWN CONV, 76/184 58/193 
rd-Down Pct, AN 30% 


ATH-DOWNCONY, 6/13 10/20 
4th-Down Pct, 40% 50% 
sacks ‘YARDS 9240 22-129 
MISC YARDS 89 0 
TDSSCORED 64 44 
FG-ATTEMPTS: 15-22 THB 
ATTENDANCE 630744311720 
Games/AvgPerGame —7/91249 5/6234 


Neutral Site Games. 155789, 


ISCORERYOTRS ist 2nd 3rd Ath OT To 
Nebr 104 Wa 113-127-648) 
N96 M 62 3 343 
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ATEPTH CHART 

BD OFFENSE 

QB Tommy Armstrong Jr. (6-1, 220, J.) 
Johinny Stanton (6-2, 230, So.) 

RB Terrell Newby (5-10, 200 Jr.) 
Imani Cross (6-1, 240, Sr.) 

LT Alex Lewis (6-6, 290, Sr.) 
David Knevel (6-9, 310, So.) 

1G Dylan Utter (6-1, 285, Jr} 
Nick Gates (6-5, 290, Fr) 

© RyneReeves (6-3, 300, St) 
Dylan Utter (6-1, 285, Jr) 

RG Chongo Kondolo (6-4, 300, Sr) 
Tanner Farmer (6-4, 310, Fr) 

RT Givens Price (6-4, 310, St.) 
Zach Sterup (6-8, 320, Sr) 

TE Cethan Carter (6-4, 240, Jn) 
Sam Cotton (6-4, 250, Jr) 

WR Alonzo Moore (6-2, 195,. 
Brandon Reilly (6-1, 195, Jr 

WR Jordan Westerkamp (6-0, 195, J.) 
Taariq Allen (6-3, 200, Sr) 

WR De'Momnay Pierson-E (5-9, 185, 50.) 
Jamal Turner (6-1, 190, Sr.) 


D DEFENSE 

DE Greg McMullen (6-3, 280, Jr) 
Joe Keels (6-3, 265, Sr) 

DT Maliek Collins (6-2, 300, Jr) 
Kevin Maurice (6-3, 280, Jr) 

DT Vincent Valentine (6-3, 320, Jr.) 
Kevin Williams (6-2, 275, Sr.) 

DE Jack Gangwish (6-2, 265, Sr.) 
AJ. Natter (6-5, 250, So) 

OLB David Santos (6-0, 225, sr.) 
Dedrick Young (6-1, 220, Fr.) 

MLB. Marcus Newby (6-1, 235, S0,) 

Josh Banderas (6-2, 235, 1) 

Michael Rose-Ivey (5-11, 240, Jr) 

Garrett McKay (6-0, 210, Jn) 

(CB Daniel Davie (6-1, 190, Sr) 
EricLee Jr. (6+0, 180, Fr) 

£8 Byerson Cockrell (6-0, 185, Sr) 
Jonathan Rose (6-1, 195, Sr.) 

FS NateGerry (6-2, 205, Jn) 
Kieron Williams (6-0, 190, So.) 

$5 LeRoy Alexander (6-0, 195, J:) 
Charles Jackson (5-11, 180, Jr) 


BD SPECIALISTS 
K Drew Brown (5-11, 180, So.) 
P_ Sam Foltz (6-1, 200, Jr.) 
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2015 SCHEDULE 


DATE. OPPONENT 
$3 Tey 

512 @COLORADOSTATE 
519 KentState 

Ohio 

13 @NORTHWESTERN 
O10 @PURDUE 

O17 Nebraska 

0.31) Michigan 

‘7 @OHIOSTATE 
1 @IOWA 

N20 Minos 

N20 Wisconsin 


@ COACH 


Jerry Kill 

Fifth yean (25 

Careerrecord: 152-99 
Offensivecoordinator: 
Matt Limegraver (fifth 
Defensivecoordinat 
Tracy Claeys (ith year) 


@ FAST FACTS 


2014 RECORD: 8-5 


Tickets: 800-U-GOPHER 
Site: Minneapolis 
Website: gopher 
Twitter: @Gopher 


Briean Boddy-Calhoun 


Ithas been a slow climb, but coach Jerry 
Kill has developed success at Minnesota 
over the past four years. The Gophers are 
working on back-to-back 8-5 seasons, and it’s 
a program looking to take the next step in the 
Big Ten West. 

Kill might have the best dual-threat 
quarterback in the division at his disposal in 
junior Mitch Leidner, a 6-4, 236-pounder who 
rushed for 452 yards and 10 TDs last season. 
Leidner also progressed as a passer, but he 
needs to improve his accuracy (51.5 percent). 

Leidner will have to make it work with a 
new cast of playmakers. Leading rusher David 
Cobb was lost to graduation, first-team All-Big 
Ten tight end Maxx Williams entered the 
NFL Draft and receiver Donovahn Jones was 
dismissed for the team. 

Finding the right mix in the backfield will 
be the key for the Gophers. Minnesota ranked 
third in the Big Ten in rushing attempts last 
season (599), and Rodrick Williams and 
Berkley Edwards (younger brother of former 
Michigan standout Braylon Edwards) should 
serve as the inside-outside tandem. 

‘The receiving corps is inexperienced 
outside of senior KJ Maye, and three starters 
return on the offensive line. Filling the void 
left by Williams at tight end will be the other 
ing piece to find, but senior Lincoln Plsek 
and sophomore Brandon Lingen figure to be 
active in the offense at that position. 

‘The defense’s No. 1 priority is finding a 
replacement for linebacker Damien Wilson, 
who led the Gophers with 119 tackles and 10.5 
tackles for loss. Senior De’Vondre Campbell is 
a candidate to fill that void; he finished with 
75 tackles last season. 
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DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


Briean Boddy-Calhoun, CB 


The journey has been long for Boddy- 
Cathoun—arriving from a Kansas junior 
college in 2011, playing a limited role 
for the Gophers in 2 and missing the 
entire 2013 season with a leg injury, But 
the 5-11, 190-pound Delaware native, 
who literally made a name for himself 
in 2012 when he added on “Calhoun,” 
did so again in the Big Ten last year with 
five interceptions, nine pass breakups 
and two forced fumbles en route to 
all-conference honors. 


The Gophers can hang their hat on a 
strong pass defense that returns four seniors 
in cornerbacks Eric Murray, Briean Boddy- 
Calhoun and safeties Antonio Johnson and 
Damarius Travis. Minnesota allowed just 193.5 
passing yards per game in 2014. Punter Peter 
Mortell averaged 45.1 yards per punt last 
season and is a weapon on special teams. 


Minnesota won't have to wait long to get 
a shot to make an impression. The Gophers 
welcome TCU in a Thursday night opener 
Sept. 3. The Horned Frogs routed Minnesota 
30-7 last season. Kill’s team also has a trip to 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


» PASSING 
Wich 

Colorado State the following week. ee ete 

The Big Ten fate will be determined in a four-week > cs) o 

RUSHING GP Att: Net Avg. TD A 

stretch from Oct. 17-Nov, 7 when the Gophers host ee ee cd 
Nebraska and Michigan before a trip to Ohio State. b necereime _" cevimzulvae® wat Yn nagl = -— 
Minnesota upset the Cornhuskers and reclaimed KiMaye SSS een | — +4 L— 
the Little Brown Jug from the Wolverines in 2014, TACKLES GP Selo Assit Total = = 
but the Gophers haven't won at Ohio State since De'VondreCampbell 13° 49 | 26 75 ——" 
2000. If Minnesota wants to compete for a Big Ten SACKS GP No. Yards I == 
championship, wins in two of three of the games are Theiren ockran BTa0] 2 — — i— 
necessary. That sets up the finale against Wisconsin / INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D =I =r a; 
on Nov. 28. The Badgers beat the Gophers 34-24 in BrieanBoddy-Calhoun 5 59 N18 | 0 a = 
Madison last season. a a 

With Wisconsin and Nebraska welcoming first-year ry eS Sr 


coaches, the window is open for Minnesota to make 
its move. If Leidner finds some new playmakers, it’s 
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ie 
cn 
= 
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possible. Another goal for the Gophers is a postseason eat 
win; they're 0-3 in bowl games under Kill. 
QEPTH CHART 
BD OFFENSE 
BEHIND THE MASK QB Mitch Leidner (6-4, 236, Jr) 
Masala Re eae the: anit Chris Streveler (6-2, 227, So.) 
tate” in ], but it wasn’t until radio * 
‘announcer Halsey Hall referred to the PR Miles Thomas 611,250: 51) 
team as the Golden Gophers in 1934 that Tyler Hartmann (6-3, 251, Jr.) 
the name stuck. Goldy Gopher debuted in RB Rodrick Williams (5-11, 229, Sr.) 
1952.as a member of the marching band. Berkley Edwards (5-9, 192, So) 
UF Ben Lauer (6-7, 314, Jr) 
Foster Bush (6-5, 319, Sr.) 
BGM TEAM STATS LS Josh Campion (6-5, 310, 1.) 
STATISTIC wes ore | Luke Rasmussen (6-7, 284, So.) 
‘SCORING 369 34 c ristenson (6-4, 296, Sr) 
PoitsPer Game 24 W2 ucrcsecsan i 
Brian Bobek (6-2, 297, Sr) 
ag ae a RE Joe Bjorklund (6-5, 296, Sr) 
48 13 1-3, 296, Sr.) 
Passing % m Isaac Hayes (6-2, 310, Jr) 
Penalty 4 B RT Jonah Pi 4, J) 
RUSHINGYARDAGE 260i mm rien es ae ma 
Yardsgeinedrushing 3005 20 lexMayes (6-6, 310,50 
Yardslostrushing 763 440 TE Lincoln Plsek (6-4, 266, St) 
Relig keno 599 76 Brandon Lingen (6-5, 245, So) 
Average Per Rush 4 48 WR Desmond Gant (6-3, 214, So.) 
a eT Isaiah Gentry (6-4, 208, So.) 
PASSING YARDAGE 1844 25 WR KJ Maye (5-10, 199, Sr.) 
Comp-Atnt 1272549 233-4065 Eric Carter (5-11, 189, So.) 
Average Per Pass 13 62 @ DEFENSE 
Average Pes Catch 10.8 
Aree Per Gane 5 DE Theiren Cockran (6-6, 257, Sr.) 
assing 
as oe Alex Keith (6-3, 253, Sr) 
TotalPlays $82 DT Steven Richardson (6-0, 291, So) 
= Average Pes Play 54 Robert Ndondo-Lay (6-5, 266, Sr.) 
Mitch Leiner and head coach Jerry Kill io BT Hendrick Ekpe (6-5, 244, Jr) 
NS Gary Moore (6-4, 287, $0) 
219 
DE Scott Ekpe (6-4, 292, Sr) 
9103 
189 Gaelin Elmore (6-6, 262, So.) 
54 DLB_De’Vondre Campbell (65, 241, Sr) 
RECRUITING REPORT 22-sron INTRETURNAVG. id PAG ee 
fone ey MLB Jack Lynn (6-3, 240, Jr) 
Coach Jerry Killand TOP SIGHEES = ‘Average Per Game i Nick Rallis (5-11, 233, Jr.) 
hisstaffdevelop players 516: sonnson,s » a a wea OLB Cody Poock (6-2, 236, Jr.) 
& —aswellasanyprogramin — - . Quinn Oseland, 01 [pe ory} Chis Wipson (6-2, 219, So.) 
2 the country and they will. . tyter moore! ==» ‘TIMFOFPOSS./GAME 78:35, CB Eric Murray (6-0, 196, St.) 
= fooktodoth ith x 3RD-DOWNCONY. 74/183 Jalen Myrick (5-10, 208, Jr) 
5 look to do the same wit! 
2 this 24-player class that Std-Down Pet. 40% CB Briean Boddy-Calhoun (5-11, 188, Sr.) 
4 . STSOORE. wi Craig James (5-10, 189,50.) 
S ranked 13th in the Big Ten. The Gophers find under-the-radar 4th-DownPt 59% ee Raed Ree 
‘SACKS BY-YARDS 21150 — 2, 215, SF.) 
3 _fecruits who have speed, length and toughness. One of the a zi i MER eT 
= better finds in the Big Ten could be quarterback Demry Croft, TDSSCORED e a ee en aes 
= who earned his scholarship in one of Minnesota's camps. This FG-ATTEMPTS: 128 1216 ‘Ace Rogers (6-1, 207, Sr ) . 
= __isaclass full of players where two or three years down the (a fg 
© _roadother schools may be saying, “Why didn’t we go after foondSe tome wy4a674 @ SPECIALISTS 
: s K Ryan Santoso (6-6, 245, So.) 
that guy? SCOREBYOTRS 1st 2nd 3rd 4th OT P il (6-2, 191, 5 
Peter Mortell (6-2, 191, Sr) 
Minnesota 60 106-99 84 0 369 MOY 1S) 
‘Opponent 76 85 63 90 0 314 “Sporting News All-Amencan 
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2015 SCHEDULE 
DATE OPPONENT 
5.5 Minos State 
Si. @IOWASTATE 
19) Phesburgh 
510 North Texas 
2 @Wisconsin 
0.10 Minos 

1 @NORTHWESTERN 
O91 Maryland 
i @INDIANA 
00) Minnesota 
2) Purdue 

2) @NEBRASKA 


Big Ten - West 


Careorrecord:127-106 
Offensivecoordinator: 
Grog Davis fourth year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Phil Parker fourth year) 


i @FASTFAL 
2014 RECORD:7-6 
Toe 


fal ein 


kStadium (70,585) 
Tickots:800-(A-HAWKS: 


Desmond King 


Iowa's Kirk Ferentz is the longest-tenured coach in the Big Ten 
and enters his 17th season with the Hawkeyes. Patience, however, 
is starting to wear thin in Iowa City. 

Consider that since the Big Ten split into two divisions in 
2011, lowa is 26-25 with a 15-17 record in conference play. The 
Hawkeyes haven't won a bowl game since 2010. lowa needs to 
jump-start a middle-of-the-road 
offense (28.2 ppg in 2014) and 
defense (25.6) in order to see 
that improvement. 

Quarterback figures to be 
the focus. Jake Rudock (16 TDs, 
5 INTs) announced he was 
transferring to Michigan during 
spring ball, and C.J. Beathard 
(5, 2) inherits the starting job. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


Desmond King, CB 


With so many 
on offense, particularly quarterback 
Jake Rudock, who transferred to 
Michigan, the Hawkeyes will ha 


to look to the defense for much of 
Beathard opened the spring as their playmaking, En 


200-pound junior cornerback from 
Detroit. King: for the te 

lead with three interception 

year and led the Hawkeyes with 
72interception-return yards, 
including a 37-yard pick-six ina 
45-28 loss to Tennessee in the 
TaxSlayer Bowl, 


the starter. 

Beathard can’t bank on 
handing off to Mark Weisman, 
who had 16 touchdowns last 
season. No other lowa player 
scored more than three times, 

‘The supporting cast is 
otherwise typical lowa, Jordan 
Canzeri averaged 4.8 yards per 
rush and figures to see more carries, wide receiver Tevaun Smith 
was an honorable mention All-Big Ten selection and Jake Duzey 
isa reliable tight end, Second-team All-Big Ten lineman Austin 
Blythe moves back to center. 

‘The defense returns seven starters, and senior end Drew Ott 
led the team with eight sacks last season. Ott’s success will depend 
on how new interior starters Jaleel Johnson and Nathan Bazata 
hold up. Sophomore Bo Bower is a potential breakout candidate 
at linebacker, and the secondary returns three starters, 


BOTTOM LINE 

It’s the same-old September for the Hawkeyes, with back-to- 
back games at Iowa State (Sept. 12) and at home against Pittsburgh 
(Sept, 19). Iowa lost to the Cyclones by three and beat Pitt by four 
last season. Expect close games again. 

‘The crossover games against Maryland (Oct. 31) and Indiana 
(Nov. 7) are friendly, but all that won't matter if lowa continues to 
lose ground in the Big Ten West. 

The Hawkeyes are 3-7 against Wisconsin, Nebraska and 
Minnesota since the Big Ten split into two divisions, and the 
conference schedule opens with a road date at Wisconsin (Oct. 3) 
and closes at Nebraska (Nov, 27), Eight or nine wins is doable, but 
is that enough at this point? 
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QB C.J, Beathard (6-2, 209, Jr) 
TB Jordan Canzeri (5-9, 192, Sr.) 
FB Adam Cox (5-11, 234, Jr) 

LT Boone Myers (6-5, 300, So.) 
LG Sean Welsh (6-3, 288, So,) 
Austin Blythe (6-3, 290, Sr) 
RG Jordan Walsh (6-4, 290, Sr.) 
RT Ike Boettger (6-6, 300, So.) 
TE Jake Duzey (6-4, 248, Sr.) 
WR Tevaun Smith (6-2, 205, Sr.) 
WR: Matt VandeBerg (6-1, 185, Jr) 


D DEFENS 
DE Nate Meier (6-2, 252, Sr) 

DT Jaleel Johnson (6-4, 310, Jr) 
DT Nathan Bazata (6-2, 284, So,) 
DE Drew ott (6-4, 272, Sr) 
OLB Bo Bower (6-1, 228, So) 

MLB Ben Niemann (6-3, 225, So.) 
OLB Josey Jewell (6-2, 230, 50.) 
CB Greg Mabin (6-2, 200, Jr) 
CB Desmond King (5-11, 200, Jr) 
FS Jordan Lomax (5-10, 205, Sr.) 
$8 Miles Taylor (6-0, 195, S0,) 


K Marshall Koehin (6-0, 200, Sr.) 
P- Connor Kornbrath (6-6, 242, Sr) 
Svorting News A-Amercan 


HECRUITING REPUAT at orsecrers: 


TOP SIGNEES 
+ James Danials, 01 +» 
* Landan Paulsen, 0) «4 
* Levi Paulsen, ol ss * 
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The Hawkeyes are certainly in 
the discussion for best offensive: 
line class in the Big Ten thiscycle, 
led by touted four-star center 
James Daniels, who chose lowa 
overhis other finalists, Alabama 
and Ohio tate, The Hawkeyes 
signed 21 prospects, with the 
emphasis on the offensiveline 
and defensive line. Two-time lowa 
Gatorade Player of the Year Ryan 
Boyle looks like the quarterback of 
‘the future. 
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QB Zack Oliver (6-4, 240, 5) 

RB Justin Jackson (5-11, 185, $0.) 
HB Dan Vitale (6-2, 235, Sr.) 

LT Shane Mertz (6-8, 310, Sr.) 
LG Geoff Mogus (6-5, 305, Sr.) 

€ Matt Frazier (6-4, 295, Sr.) 

RG Adam DePietro (6-5, 295, J) 
RT Eric Olson (6-6, 285, Jr) 

WR Christian Jones (6-3, 230, Sr.) 
WR Miles Shuler (5-10, 180, 5) 
WR Cameron Dickerson (6-3, 210, Sr.) 


DE Deonte Gibson (6-3, 270, Sr.) 
DT Sean McEvilly (6-5, 300, Sr) 
DT C.J. Robbins (6°5, 295, Sr) 

DE Dean Lowry (6-6, 280, St.) 
OLB Joseph Jones (6-1, 225, Jr.) 
MLB Anthony Walker (6-1, 225, Sa) 
OLB Drew Smith (6-1, 220, Sr) 

CB Nick VanHoose (6-0, 190, Sr.) 
CB Matthow Harris (5-11, 180, Jr) 
FS Godwin gwebuike (6-0, 200, So.) 
SS Traveon Henry (6-1, 220, Sr) 


K Jack Mitchell (6-3, 210, 4) 
P Matt Micucci (5-11, 185, Jr) 
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* Jordan Thompson, 0! & 
+ Joe Gaziano. 0 * 
» Flynn Nagel, > 


The Wildcats signed 20 players 
inthe 2015 recruitingclass, and 
have to be happy about continuing 
toget moreathleticon the 
defensive ine, Jordan Thompson 
had anational offer list and the rest 
of the guys coming in bring that 
burst, size and length coveted in 
the Big Ten. Northwestern also got 
more exciting at the offensive skill 
positions, led by prolific Chicago 
receiver Flynn Nagel, whose name 
isall over the llinoisstate record 
book. 


‘Anthony Walker 


Pat Fitzgerald enters his 10th season as head coach at 
Northwestern with a little more pressure than usual. On one 
hand, the program has enjoyed consistent success, which 
included five straight bowl appearances from 2008-12. 

Yet the Wildcats have endured back-to-back heartbreaking 5-7 
seasons, and half of those losses were by eight points or less. Still, 
Northwestern proved it can jump up and bite anybody, like they 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 
Anthony Walker, LB 


Two attributes make Walker 

stand out: outstanding speed 

and high-level intelligenc 

225-pound sophomore linehacker, 

ho compiled a 4.7 grade-point 

average and ran the 40-yard dash in 

4,48 seconds in hight scho 

both in his first start last year. Ina 
win over Penn 

team with eight tackles and baited 

Nittany Lions quarterback Christian 

Hack 

pass that Wal 

returned 49 yards for a touchdown. 


did to Wisconsin and Notre 
Dame in 2014, 

The offense returns six 
starters from a unit that ranked 
12th in the Big Ten at 23.0 
points per game. Running 
back Justin Jackson emerged 
as a playmaker with 1,216 
rushing yards and 10 TDs as 
a freshman, and he figures 
to bea first-team All-Big Ten 
candidate, 

‘The quarterback battle 
should stretch through the 
spring among candidates Zack 
Oliver, Matt Alviti and Clayton 
‘Thorson. Oliver likely will start, 
but Thorson, a highly recruited 
redshirt freshman, might work 
his way into the conversation. 


Fitzgerald, however, has played more than one quarterback in 
the past, Despite just two returning starters, the offensive line has 


experience. 


Northwestern's first priority on defense is to generate a pass 
rush. The Wildcats finished last in the Big Ten with just 17 sacks, 
and senior end Dean Lowry returns as the team leader with 4.0. 
‘The linebackers will need to grow up fast after losing leading 
tackler Chi Chi Ariguzo to graduation. Senior cornerback Nick 


VanHoose anchors the secondary. 


Northwestern dug an 0-2 hole last season, and the 
nonconference schedule won't be easy. “Smart school” pride is 
on the line in the home opener against Stanford and a road trip to 


Duke two weeks later. 


‘The season could flip for better or worse at Michigan on 
Oct. 10. Northwestern has lost four straight to the Wolverines, 
including two overtime thrillers (2012-13) and last year’s game 


when Fitzgerald opted to go for two at the end of regula 


ionina 


10-9 loss. Road trips to Nebraska (Oct. 24) and Wisconsin (Nov. 21) 


won't be easy. 


‘The Wildcats are a wild card in the Big Ten West, but 
Fitzgerald's first goal is to get Northwestern back in a bowl. 
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@ COACH 


Pat Fitzgerald 
Oth year (60: 


Offensivecoordinator: 
Mick MCallfeighth year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Mike Hankwitz (eighth year) 


@FASTFALTS 
2014RECORD:5-7 
1 Field (47130) 
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2015 SCHEDULE 


DATE | OPPONENT. 
Kent State 
Western ilinois 
@NORTHCAROLINA 
Middle Tennessee 
0.3 Nebraska 

00 @IOWA 

0.24 Wisconsin 

0.9) @PENNSTATE 

7 @PUROUE 

(\ OhioState 

(2) @MINNESOTA 
1.28 Northwestern 


@ COACH 


Tim Beckman 


Offensive coordinator: 
Bill Cubit (third year) 


Defensive coordinators 
TimBanks fourth year) 
and Mike Phair (lrstyeat) 


@FAGTFACTS 


2014 RECORD: 


Website: fightin 
Twitter: alii 


2014 
RESULT 


‘There’s a hint of optimism heading into coach Tim Beckman’s 
fourth season at Illinois, but the results must follow. 

‘The Illini did slip into the postseason in 2014 after winning 
their last two regular-season games before losing 35-18 to 
Louisiana Tech in the Heart of Dallas Bowl. 

‘There has been progress in 
each of Beckman's seasons, 
and that’s come with an 
increase of two wins each 
year. Yet the reality is Illinois 
hasn't beaten a ranked Big 
Ten team since upsetting No. 1 
Ohio State on Nov. 10, 2007. 

Quarterback Wes Lunt 
enjoyed a hot start last season 
before suffering 2 broken leg 
ina loss to Purdue. If Lunt 
stays healthy, then he has 
several returning skill-position 
players to work with. Illinois’ 
leading rusher Josh Ferguson 
(807 yards, 8 TDs) averaged 
5.0 yards per carry. Second- 
team All-Big Ten receiver Mike 
Dudek (1,038 yards, 6 TDs) 
suffered a torn ACL in spring practice but is expected back by 
midseason. At that point, he and Geronimo Allison (598 yards, 

5 TDs) will form a viable one-two punch in the receiving game. 
Ulinois should be able to put points on the board again. 

But can Illinois stop anybody? The Illini gave up a Big 
‘Ten-worst 34.0 points per game last season, a problem seven 
returning starters aim to fix. Tim Banks and Mike Phair will 
share the duties as defensive coordinator this season, and 
there’s talent on that side to work with. Linebacker Mason 
Monheim led Illinois with 111 tackles in 2014, and end Jihad Ward 
and cornerback V’Angelo Bentley were honorable mention 
All-Big Ten selections. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKEH 


Mike Dudek, WR 


Looking at 2015 again requires a glass-half-full approach, The 
Illini have a negotiable nonconference schedule, the lone test a 
road trip to North Carolina on Sept. 19. The three toughest Big 
‘Ten games are at home against Nebraska (Oct. 3), Wisconsin 
(Oct. 24) and Ohio State (Nov. 14), and the only back-to-back 
road games are at Penn State (Oct. 31) and Purdue (Nov. 7). 
Illinois closes the season at Soldier Field in the rivalry 
game against Northwestern, a matchup that could once again 
determine whether or not the Illini advance to the postseason. 
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PROJECTED START 


QB Wes Lunt 6-5, 225, 
RB Josh Ferguson (5-10, 195, St) 
UT Austin schimist (6-b, 299,48) 
1G Nick Allegretti (6-4, 305, Fr.) 

© JoeSpencer (6-4, 300, Jr) 

RG Ted Karras (6-4, 310, Sr.) 

RT Christian Ditauro (6-5, 295, So.) 
TE Andrew Davis (6-6, 225, Jr.) 

WR Mike Dudek (5-11, 185,50.) 

WR Malik Turner (6-3, 205, $0.) 

WR. Geronimo Allison (6-4, 195, Sr.) 


DE Jihad Ward (6-6, 295, Sr) 

DT Teko Powell (6-3, 305, Jr) 

DT Rob Bain 6-3, 305, Jr) 

LB Dawuane Smoot (6-3, 270, Jr.) 
LB EricFinney (6-0, 220, Sr.) 

LB 1.5, Neal (6-1, 235, Jr.) 

LB Mason Monheim (6-1, 235, Sr.) 
CB V'Angelo Bentley (5-10, 190, Sr.) 
CB Eaton Spence (6-0, 185, Sr.) 

FS. Taylor Barton (6-1, 215, Jr) 

$$ Clayton Fejedelem (61, 195, Sr.) 


K  TaylorZalewski (6-3, 220, 5) 
P Ryan Frain (6-2, 220, Jr) 
Sporting News AllAmerican 


RECRUITING REPORT == = 


ar 
om 

* Gabe Megginson, 1) © = 6% 

» Ke'Shawn Vaughn, 

* Dre Brown, |i! 


The tlini signed 24 this 
recruiting cycle with a heavy 
emphasis comingoon the offensive 
side of the football. Soth incoming 
running backs, Ke’Shawn Vaughn 
and Dre Brown, should see 
the field, whileuco standout 
Andrew Davis should start at 
tightend. llinois beat out several 
powerhouse programs for in-state 
offensive tackle Gabe Megginson, 
the headliner of class that 
includes six offensive linemen 
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PROJECTED STARTERS 


> 


QB Austin Appleby (6-5, 229, Jr.) 
RB Keyante Green (5-9, 219, So.) 
LL bavid Hedetin (6-4, 298, Sr.) 
LG Jason King (6-4, 305, Jr) 

€ Robert Kugler (6-3, 294, St.) 
RG Jordan Roos (6-4, 312, Jr) 

RT J.J, Prince (6-6, 297, Je) 

TE Jordan Jurasevich (6-3, 250, Sr.) 
WR Gregory Phillips (6-0, 191, So.) 
WR Trae Hart (5-10, 168, So.) 

WR Danny Anthrop (6-0, 191, Sr.) 


DE EvanPantil 6-5, 262, J.) 

DT Jake Replogle (6-5, 275, Jr) 

NT Ra'Zahn Howard (6-3, 310, Jr) 
DE  Gelen Robinson (6-1, 250, So.) 
OLB Danny Ezechukw (6-2, 246, So.) 
MLB Jimmy Herman (6-4, 230, Jr.) 
OLB Ja'Whaun Bentley (6-2, 260, So) 
CB. Anthony Brown (5-11, 190, Sr) 
CR Brandon Roberts (5-11, 198, So) 
FS. Robert Gregory (6-1, 216, J.) 

SS _ Frankie Williams (5-9, 190, St) 
K PaulGriggs (6-1, 196, Sr.) 

P_ Thomas Meadows (6-0, 182, Sr) 
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RECAUITING REPUR 


= 
| iam 

* Elijah Sindelar. 0 *«* 

* Matt McCann, 01 © 

* Anthony’ 


The Boilermakers, who are 
bringingin 26 playersin this 

class, are definitely upgrading at 
linebacker with the addition of 
Wyatt Cook and Markus Bailey. 
Continuing to get better atthe 
point of attack was another 
emphasis, with offensive linemen 
Matt McCann and Larry Wells being 
nice additions and defensive end 
Chazmyn Turner one of the better 
recruiting"finds" in the Big Ten, 


nn! a 


What ever happened to Purdue? 

It’s a fair question. Since Joe Tiller retired as coach in 2008, 
the Boilermakers have had just one winning season, and Darrell 
Hazell enters his third year with a 4-20 record. Purdue has won 
just one Big Ten game the last two seasons, and the Boilermakers 
failed to score 20 points in their last four games of 2014. 

Purdue’s strength is the running game; it ranked sixth in the 
Big Ten with 4.7 yards per 
carry last season, but running 
backs Akeem Hunt and 
Raheem Mostert are gone. 
Sophomore Keyante Green 
averaged 7.4 yards per carry in 
limited action. He'll get the first 
chance to carry the workload. 

Hazell will have to settle on 
a quarterback; Austin Appleby 
and Danny Etling combined 
for 16 TDs and 16 interceptions 
last season. Wideout Danny 
Anthrop, who averaged 16.2 
yards per catch with four TDs 
last season, is the best bet in 
the passing game. Purdue also 
returns three starters on the offensive line, led by senior center 
Robert Kugler, who could emerge as an All-Big Ten pick. 

‘The defense returns seven starters, but it’s still a unit that 
allowed 31.7 points and 416 yards per game last season. Tackle 
Jake Replogle enjoyed a breakout season with 10.5 tackles for a 
loss in 2014. Second-team All-Big Ten safety Frankie Williams led 
the secondary with three interceptions. 


Jake Replogle 


DIFFERENGE-MAKER 


Jake Replogle, DT 


The early-season schedule is tricky with a trip to Marshall 
(Sept. 6) and incoming Virginia Tech (Sept. 19) before the Big Ten 
opener at Michigan State (Oct. 3). It's going to be a challenge to 
build momentum with that slate. 

How Purdue navigates that could determine whether or not 
they get back to the postseason, which should be Hazell’s top 
priority. The Boilers need to settle on a quarterback and a get a 
few more stops on defense. Otherwise, fans might be asking a 
different question: Who is going to be the next coach? 


BOILERMAKERS 


2015 SCHEDULE 


2014 
DATE_ OPPONENT RESULT 


359M -uaL Big 


3M45, 
38.39 
16-34 
435, 
36:27 
4-38, 
10-24 
16:23 


@ COACH 


Darrell Hazell 

Thi 

Careerrecord: 20-30 

Olfensive coordinator: 
p third year) 

Defensive coordinator: 

Greg Hudson (third year) 


@ FASTFALTS 


2014 RECORD: 3-9 
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DTcu 
Bowl Projection: CFP Semifinals (Cotton Bowl) 


BD Baylor 
Bowl Projection: Sugar Bow 


® Oklahoma 
Bow! Projection: Alamo Bow 


D Texas 
Bowl Projection: Russel Athetic Bow 


® Kansas State 
Bowl Projection: Texas Bow! 


D Oklahoma State 
‘Bowl Projection: Liberty Bowl 


DD West Virginia 

‘Bow Projection: Cactus Bow! 
D Texas Tech 
D lowaState 


[D Kansas 


BAYLOR 


9, abil 


Big 12 seeks more respect despite 
lack of championship game 


BY BLAIR KERKHOFF 


Not often does Big 12 football make 
news during the league's men’s basketball 
tournament, but this year was the 
exception. 

The athletic directors met and agreed that 
the slogan used to promote the conference's 
“One True Champion" would be applied 
literally going forward. 

That means, in the event of a tie, the Big 
12 would acknowledge the head-to-head 
result in identifying a champion. 

This decision came after Baylor and TCU 
finished last year with 8-1 records in the Big 
12 and were declared co-champions. On the 
final day of the season and with hath teams 
playing home games, commissioner Bob 
Bowlsby handed one trophy to the Horned 
Frogs in Fort Worth, then drove to Waco and 
handed another trophy to the Bears. 

Baylor's lone loss was to West Virginia. 
But the Bears beat TCU, and coach Art Briles 
believes no clear signal from the league 
regarding a champion hurt Baylor's chances 
with the College Football Playoff selection 
committee. 


The committee said that wasn't the case, 
that Ohio State snagged the fourth and final 
spot on merit, but that didn’t stop the Big 12 
from taking action. 

Ina related offseason move, the Big 
12 supported legislation to eliminate the 
minimum requirement of 12 teams to hold a 
football conference championship game. The 
league has no plans to start a title game, but 
it wanted the flexibility. 

On the field, the same teams that finished 
with identical regular-season records look 
like the favorites this year. TCU returns 
starting quarterback Trevone Boykin and 
much offensive firepower while plugging 
some holes on defense. 

Baylor has more returning starters but lost 
record-setting quarterback Bryce Petty, And 
the Bears must travel to Fort Worth to play 
the Horned Frogs this season. 

The league's only new coach is David 
Beaty at Kansas, who had previously 
served as a Jayhawks assistant and comes 
to Lawrence from the Texas A&M staff. 
Including Clint Bowen, who finished last year 
as the interim head coach, Kansas has its fifth 
head coach in seven seasons. 


fn Baylor-TCU is the new Texas-Oklahoma. In 
Bmay ] the 12-team era of the Big 12, the Red River 


{ rivalry defined the conference. But Frogs- 
. THREE STORIES TO WATCH 


Bears was the can't miss game last year, and so 
itappears this season. 


Samaje Perine, 
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2816 RECRUITING RANKINGS 


by Kevin Flahery, 247Sports 


TOTAL 
SCHOOL at 


1s) RECRUITS 


1 Texas 

2° Oklahoma 

3. TexasTech 6 
A West Virginia a 
5 Baylor 13 
G Oklahomastate a 
1 Tc a 

KansasState 2 

9 lowaState n 
10 Kansas 6 
ALL-BIG XII 


Sr, TCU . 
RB Shock Linwood, Jr, Baylor 
RB SamajePerine, So,, Oklahoma 
OL Spencer Nrango, Sr, Raylor 
OL Le'Raven Clark, Sr, Texas Tech 
OL Tyler Orlosky, J, West Virginia 
OL Cody Whitehair, Sr, Kansas State 
OL Halapoulivaati Vaitai, Sr, TCU 
TE/FB Glenn Gronkowski, J. Kansas State 
WR KD Cannon, So., Baylor 
WR Josh Doctson, si, 1CU 
© DEFENSE 
DL Emmanuel Ogbah, Jr., Oklaliona State 
DL Shawn Oakman, Sr, Baylor 
DL Andrew Billings, Jr, Baylor 
OL James McFarland, Si. 1CU 
LB Eric Striker, Sy., Oklahoma 
LB Pete Robertson, Sr, Texas Tech 
LB Nick Kwiatkoski, r., West Virginia 
DB ZackSanchez, J, Oklalioma 
DB Nigel Tribune, Jr, lowa State 
DB Karl Joseph, Sr, West Virginia 
DB Dante Barnett, Sr, Kansas State 


© SPECIALISTS 


K Josh Lambert, So,, West Virginia 
P. Taylor Symmank, Se, Texas Tech 


OVERRATED 


TEXAS 
i al » There is no obvious all- 
conference candidate on the 
Longhorns but they seem to have the 
benefit of the doubt, every year. 


Bear of QB. It’sto the point where 

youtrust the next Baylor quarterback 
tobe good, from Robert Griffin II! to Nick 
Florence to Bryce Petty and now Seth 
Russell, 


2ay=ronr= COMPOSITE 


eel] 


Trevone Boykin 


lid on 
ie league's 


Horned Frogs have always bee 
2. Boykin makes them 
wunded team. 


UNDERRATED 


KANSAS STATE 
@ » Starting over at quarterback 
usually means a dip for the 


Wildcats and it may this year, but there is 
plenty of talent-plus coach Bill Snyder. 


Re-Cycloning. lowa State's Paul Rhoads 

isprobably the Big 12 coach onthe hot 
seat, but asenior QB, good receiversand 
secondary givethe Cyclonesachanceto 
getbacktoabowl game. 


ects sci a 


Shawn Oakman, 


AATING THE BIG XII 


(© FASTEST RECEIVER 
K.D. Cannon, Baylor 
Asin “shot froma...” 


© BEST HANDS 
Sterling Shepard, WR, Oklahoma 
‘Averaged 19 yards per reception last season, 


© BEST PASSING QB 

Pat Mahomes, Texas Tech 

When last seen, he passed for 598 yards and six touchdowns 
against Baylor. 


© BEST RUNNING QB 

Trevone Bovkin, (CU 

Of his 4,608 yards of total offense last year, 707 came on the 
ground. 


© MOSTELUSIVE RB 
Samaje Perine, Ok(ahoma 
Especially against Kansas in NCAA rushing-record fashion. 


© BEST INSTINCTS 

Emmanuel Ogbah, DE, Oklahoma State 

He knows how to get into a backfield (17 tackles for loss last 
season). 


(© BEST ATHLETE 
Shawn Oakman, DE, Baylor 
He's a 6-9, 280-pound freak of a D-end who runs the 40 in 4.8, 


(© MOST LIKELY TO SUCCEED (OFF THE FIELD) 

Glenn Gronkowski, F'8, Kansas State 

Yes, there’s plenty of NFL experience in the family, but Glenn 
hhas made a name for himself on and off the field. The youngest 
of five “Grank” brothers isa 4.0 student majoring in Business 
Marketing. 


© BEST UNDER PRESSURE 
Josh Lambert, K, West Virginia 
Close games don't matter. Lambert isa money kicker. 


‘© TOP NFL PROSPECT 
Spencer Drango, OT, Baylor 
Among the best blind-side protectors in college football. 


‘© TOP IMPACT FROSH 

Malik Jefferson, LB, Texas 

Will play the stand-up hybrid position to take advantage of 
his skills. 


‘© HARDEST HITTER 
Eric Striker, LB, Oklahoma 
Appropriately named. What more needs to be written? 


(© BEST PASS RUSHER 
Shawn Oakman, DE, Baylor 
The Big 12's sack-meister had 10 last season, 


© BEST INTERVIEW 
Paul Rhoads, !iead coach, lowa State 
Tells it like it is, even when things go against Cyclones, 


© BEST COACH AS STRATEGIST 
Bill Snyder, Kansas State 
The master of the adjustment. 


© BEST COACH AS RECRUITER 

Brian Jean-Mary, assistant, Texas 

He was the lead recruiter on the league's only five-star recruit, 
Malik Jefferson. 


© BEST VENUE 
McLane Stadium, B3)lor 
Bears went from little home-field edge to major one with new digs. 


Follow Sporting News Yearbooks on Twitter @SN_Yrbks 
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2015 SCHEDULE 


ATE OPPONENT 
SJ @MINNESATA 

12 StephenF. Austin 
(0 smu 

) @TEXASTECH 

03 Texas 

O10 @KANSASSTATE 
Oo) @loWnstATE 

0.20 WestVieginia 

1) @OKLAHOMASTATE 
Kansas 
2) OKLAHOMA 
(27 Baylor 


@CIACH 


Gary Patterson 
{eh year ( 
Career record: 132 


2014 
RESULT 


30-7 


56-0 

82-27 
4810 
4120 
55:3 

3130 
428 

3430 
37-33 
56-61 


Derrick Kindred 


The big loser in the inaugural College 
Football Playoff was the team that lost one 
game by three points, and held a 2t-point 
fourth-quarter lead on that day. 

Somehow, TCU dropped from third to sixth 
in the final College Football Playoff ranking. 
Ona day the Horned Frogs defeated lowa 
State 55-3, they got passed by in the only 
ranking that matte! 

This meant a spot in the Chick-Fil-A Peach 
Bow! against Ole Miss instead of a place on 
college football's first bracket. Coach Gary 
Patterson could have kicked up a fuss or 
wrote a country music song about the snub. 

Instead, Patterson thanked all the right 
people and said all the right things, 

“1 knew that if | didn’t handle it right, then 
my team wouldn’t play well and our fans. 
wouldn’t handle it right,” Patterson recalls 
“We needed to be on the positive side. We 
needed to move forward.” 

It helps explain why TCU obliterated Ole 
Miss 42-3 in the bowl game, which sets the 
stage for the highest expectations in program 
history as the 2015 season approaches. 

‘The Frogs will likely be the Big 12 favorite 
based on the firepower they have returning 
on offense with 10 starters, including 
quarterback ‘Trevone Boykin. 

He started last season as something 
of a question mark, based partly on his 
performance as an understudy for starter 
Casey Pachall, and because he could easily 
have lined up at wide receiver. That's where 
Boykin opened the 2013 season and caught 26 


Passes. 
When TCU signed Texas A&M transfer Matt 
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DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


Derrick Kindred, S 


Kindred is one of the few holdovers 
from a 2014 TCU defense that 
accumulated 40 sacks and 26 
interceptions and had six players record 
more than 50 tackles. He was one of 
the top performers on the Frog defense 
with 80 tackles (third best on the team) 
and four interceptions (second), one 
of which he returned for a touchdown 
Kindred’s abilities to defend the deep 
pass, cut off big gains and make plays 
with the ball will help the Horned Frogs, 
who were four points away froma 

ason, duplicate their 2014 
success. 


Joeckel, it seemed Boykin was headed back to 
wideout. But Boykin won the job and became 
Big 12 Offensive Player of the Year after 
leading the league in total offense (363 yards 
per game) by a wide margin. 
Again this season, Boykin hi 
offensive talent as his disposal. Wide receiver 
Josh Doetson set the school’s single-season 
receiving record with 1,018 yards. He broke 
his hand in the spring but should be ready to 
go in the fall. Doctson will be joined by Kolby 
Listenbee, a track star who has run the 100 


‘RNORED-LWOTERO/AP 


7 BRANDON WADE / AP 


meters in 10,23 seconds, and had 12 receptions of 30 or 
more yards last year. 

Aaron Green is the team’s top running back, 

He didn’t become a starter until the second half of 
the season and finished with 922 yards and nine 
touchdowns. 

Center Joey Hunt and Halapoulivaati Vaitai, who will 
move from right to left tackle this season, anchor what 
should be one of the Big 12's top offensive lines. 

‘The Frogs’ bigger questions are on defense, and it 
starts at linebacker where All-American Paul Dawson 
must be replaced. 

During spring practice, Patterson was generally 
unhappy with the progress of the linebackers and his 
defensive line, which returns three of its four starters. 

“We have a long way to go,” Patterson said. It was 
just a couple of practices, but Patterson has high 
expectations for this team. He also tends to fret over his 
defenses more, with proven results. 

Last season, TCU ranked among the top 10 nationally 
in most major defensive categories. The Frogs have the 
nation’s longest streak of consecutive games with at 
least one pick and one sack (15) and the longest streak 
with a takeaway (25). 

Since 2000, when Patterson took over as head coach, 
‘TCU has the nation’s top rushing defense, allowing an 
average of 94.8 yards per game. Alabama and Ohio 
State are next. 

Patterson owns the fourth-best winning percentage 
(74,6) among active coaches, and since 2005 TCU has 
college football's fifth-best record. 

His name will continue to come up for openings at 
larger-budget schools, and he'll probably continue to 
turn down those offers. He signed a contract extension 
after last season that Frogs athletic director Chris 
Del Conte said takes care of Patterson “through the 
decade.” 

After a terrific 2014 season and the way 
Patterson conducted business in the face of a bitter 
disappointment, reworking the contract was a wise 
move, 


HNTTOM LINE 


‘The Frogs were minutes away from being undefeated 
last season, They won't forget how that felt and have a 
great chance to close the deal this year. 


RECRUITING REPORT 2-ronrs 


TCU doesa better job SIGHTES 

of identifying in-state CRAENTS ie 
talent early than just © + Breytin Mitchell, a bee 
about anybody. And = © Sam Awolope, or © * » 
that paid offin landing, 


‘Awolope, one of Texas's 

hottest prospects by year’s end, and linebackers like Alec 
Dunham (6-0, 210 pounds) and Mike Freeze (6-2, 215). TCU's 
class might have ranked No. 41 nationally and No. 7in the 

Big 12, but the Horned Frogs landed plenty of high-potential 
players like 6-6 defensive end Tipa Galeaiand sleeper athlete 
Arico Evans (6-1, 190), who could becomea big-time safety. 
The Frogs went into Louisiana for top recruit Raymond, a great 
addition toa young secondary. 


sar 
Hutte 


RETURNING 


> PASSING 

Trevone Boykin 

GP. fc. Cmp-Ateint Pet. Ys. 1D_Avg/G 
19/459 | 301-492-0612 3901/33" 3002 


ATLEADERG 


RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Ava/6 
NaronGreen 13/1291 972 7) | 9 109 
© RECEIVING GP.No. Yes, Aug. TD Avo/G 
JoshDoctson 13) 68 | 1018157) 11] 78.3 
“TACKLES. GP. Solo Assist Total 
DerrickKindred = 13/63.) 17 | 80 
eSACKS GP Ns Yards. 
James McFarland B70 ery 
‘INTERCEPTIONS 


Derrick Kindred 


OBEHIND THE MASK 
The Horned Frog made its way onto the 
TCU seal in 1915, but it wasn't until after 
World War that the costumed version 
Was introduced. In 1979, the mascot was 
renamed from "Addy the All-American 
Frog” to "Superfrog,” and he can now be 
found at numerous TCU events. 


214 TEAM SATS 
STATISTIC 
SCORING 604 2 
Points Per Game 465 igo 
FIRSTDOWNS 3 8 
Rushing 139 86 
Pessing 13 tig 
Penalty i 8 
RUSHING YARDAGE 2689 ing 
Yardsgainedrushing 29871854 
Yards lost rushing 238 40 
Aushing Attempts 509 508 
AveragePer Rush 53 28 
AveragePerGame 2068 3088 
DsRushing 2 9 


PASSING YARDAGE 4240 1023 


Comp-Att-lnt 325-5281) 216-445.26 
AveragePer Pass 80 88 
‘Average Per Catch 130 140 
AveragePer Game 306.2 133.0 
‘TDsPassing 31 1 
TOTALOFFENSE 6929 4443 
TotalPlays 1038 953 
Average Per Play 61 47 


veragePerGame 532.018 
NICKRETURNS:#-YDS-— 34735 S7+5) 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 25345 B-9 


INTRETURNS:#-YOS 26-378 *1-99 
KICKRETURNAVG, 16 20.2 
PUNTRETURN AUG 99. Al 
INTRETURNAVG. M5 9.0 
FUMBLES-LOST Bell 514 
PENALTIES-YARDS. 82752 71-850 
Average Per Game 518 500. 
PUNTS-YARDS: 64-2507 100-4328 
‘Average Per Punt 39.2 433 
Net punt average 318 38.2 


TIMEOFPOSS,/GAME 30:37 29:23 
‘SRO-DOWN CONV, 85/197 6/219 


31d-DownPet 43% 28%, 
ATH-DOWNCONV. 4 12/22 
‘th-Down Pct, 50% bis9 
SACKSBY-YARDS 40-238 23-120 
MISCYARDS () 0 
‘TOSSCORED 1 2 
FG-ATTEMPTS a) 178 
ATTENDANCE 313036 258471 
Games/AvaPerGame 7/4719. 5/51694 
NeutralSiteGames ‘65706 
SCOREBYOTRS st 2nd 3rd Ath OT 
Tou 173-122 196-13 0 604 
Opponent 1 56 59 62 0 27 


5-YEAR RECORD 


= 
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fo Eo Eo 
OEPTH LIAR 
BD OFFENSE 


QB Trevone Boykin (6-2, 205,Sr) 
Bram Kohthaucen (6-2, 203, Sr.) 

TB Aaron Green (5-11, 202, Sr) 
Kyle Hicks (5-10, 200, So, 

LT Halapoutivaat Vaitai (6-6, 308. Sr.) 
‘Aviante Collins (6-6, 295, 5) 

LG Jamelle Naff (6-4, 325, Sr) 
Bobby Thompson (6-6, 310, 5) 

© Joey Hunt (6-3, 295, Sr) 
Austin Sehlottman (6-6, 300, So) 

RG Brady Folt2 (6-4, 320, Sr) 
‘Matt Pryor (6-7, 350, So.) 

RT Joseph Noteboom (6-5, 310, So.) 
Matt Pryor (6-7, 350, So.) 

TE Buck Jones (6-4, 255, Jr) 
Dominic Merka (6-4, 230, Sr.) 

WR Kolby Listenbee (6-1, 183, Sr) 
Emanuel Porter (6-4, 210, So) 

WR Deante’ Gray (5-10, 175, r) 
Desmon White (5-7, 150, So.) 

WR Josh Doctson (6-3, 195, Sr) 
Ja'Juan Story (6-4, 208, S-) 


B® DEFENSE 

LE Josh Carraway (6-4, 250, Jr.) 
James McFarland (6-3, 248, Sr.) 

DT Tevin Lawson (6-4, 280, Jr) 
Aaron Curry (6-2, 280, Jr} 

DT Davion Pierson (6-2, 305, Sr.) 
Chris Bradley (6-2, 255, So.) 

RE Terrell Lathan (6-5, 280, Sr.) 
Mike Tuaua (6-3, 253, Sr.) 

LB TySummers (6-2, 230, Fr.) 
Mike Freeze (6-3, 220, Fr.) 

LB Sammy Douglas (6-3, 215, Jr) 
Paul Whitmill (6-0, 230, So.) 

€B__Ranthony Texada (5-10, 170, So.) 
Torranice Mosley (5-10, 160, So.) 

CB Cameron Echols-Luper (6-0, 190, Jr.) 
Corry O'Meally (6-U, 1/0, Sr.) 

FS. Derrick Kindred (5-10, 210, Sr) 
Nick Orr (5-10, 166, So.) 

$$ _ Denzel Johnson (6:2, 205, Jr.) 
‘Travin Howard (6-1, 190, So.) 

WS Kenny lloka (6-2, 209, Sr) 
Ridwan Issahaku (6-1, 180, Fr.) 


@ SPECIALISTS 
K Jaden Oberkrom (6:3, 187, Sr.) 
P Ethan Perry (6-4, 230, Sr.) 


Sporting News AllAmericon 
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9 SCHEDULE 


DATE | OPPONENT 
54 @SMU 


TexasTech 

il @KANSAS 

West Virginia 
lowaState 
(@KANSAS STATE 
Oklahoma 

| @OKLAHOMA STATE 
N27 @TcU 

1S Texas 


Kendal Biles tirst 
Defensivecoordinat 
PhifBennett (fifth year) 


@ FAST FACTS 


2014 RECORD: 11-2 
Higa S 
ntton Bow) AZ-4)) 


‘Staifium: McLane Stadium (45,140) 
254-710-1000 


Shock Linwood 


Just after last season opened, Earl Santee 
sat in his office in Kansas City and spoke 
glowingly of his latest creation, Baylor's 
McLane Stadium. 

“You have to have the right idea, the right 
leadership, the right financing, the right 
politics,” said Santee, the stadium’s designer 
for the architect firm Populous. “And all those 
moments have to happen concurrently.” 

So they did, at Baylor, and the result was a 
breathtaking $266 million structure that sits 
along the Brazos River. Santee had designed 
18 Major League Baseball parks; McLane 
Stadium was his first major college football 
stadium. 

“There is a purity to the experience that's 
different in college sports,” Santee said. 
“College sports lives for tradition. There's a 
clear and clean sense of how a legacy lives on 
from generation to generation.” 

‘The Bears’ first season in the new digs 
could not have been more memorable. 


Baylor swept its six home opponents on the 
way to winning its second straight Big 12 
championship. 


Final rankings of No. 7 in the AP poll and 
No. 8 in the coaches’ poll were the best in 
school history. 

‘Things could have gone better at the end. 
Baylor blew a three-touchdown, fourth- 
quarter lead in the Cotton Bowl and fell to 
Michigan State. 

‘This after coach Art Briles openly groused 
about what he perceived as the Big 12’s role, 
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DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


Shock Linwood, RB 


Despite his flashy first name, 
Linwood's numbers are serious business. 
In Baylor's explosive offense, he 
provided the balance last year with 
1,252 rushing yards (96,3 per game) and 
16 rushing touchdowns (second in both 
categories in the Big 12), At 5-9.and 195 
pounds, he combines natural elusiveness 
with surprising toughness and durability. 
With a new QB under center, 20 rushing 
TDs for Linwood wouldn't be a shock. 


or lack of it, in promoting Baylor for the first 
College Football Playoff. The Bears finished 
fifth in the final CFP poll. 

But the Bears should be knocking on 
the door once again. They're loaded with 
returning talent, 

First, the question mark: Gone is 
productive quarterback Bryce Petty, along 
with his two-season totals of 8,055 yards and 
61 touchdowns and remarkable 9.7 career 
yards per attempt. He threw for 550 yards in 
last season's bow! loss. 

Enter Seth Russell, who has appeared in 


LUNWOOD: CHARLIE NERERGALL JAP 


MASCOT: TONY GUTIERREZ/AP 


15 career games and has 11 career touchdown passes. 
Russell has the full faith of the Bears, especially after a 
terrific spring. 

‘That’s about it for key positions without much 
experience. Baylor is loaded at the skill positions with 
running back Shock Linwood, who finished second in 
the Big 12 last year with 1,252 yards and 16 touchdowns. 

Corey Coleman and KD Cannon give Baylor one of 
the nation’s best one-two punches at wide receiver. 
Coleman was third in the Big 12 at 1,119 receiving yards 
with 11 touchdowns, and Cannon was second on the 
Rears with 1,030 yards on 58 receptions with eight 
touchdowns. Baylor is the only team in college football 
with two returning 1,000-yard wide receivers. 

Helping ensure the Bears’ offense has enough time 
to operate is left tackle Spencer Drango, one of the 
game's best on the blind side. Drango says he petitioned 
the NFL advisory committee about his status and was 
advised to return. 

His announcement came a day after defensive end 
Shawn Oakman said he was returning. You may have 
noticed Oakman last season. At 6-9, how could you miss 
him? He was second in the Big 12 with 11 sacks in 2014. 

Baylor's defensive line should be solid with tackle 
Beau Blackshear, who recorded 9.5 tackles for loss and 
4.5 sacks last year, and the return of end Jamal Palmer. 
Palmer was off to a fast start last season before tearing 
his ACL, and two years ago he received votes for All-Big 
12. 

Another potential defensive star: linebacker Taylor 
Young, who finished second on the team in tackles with 
92 and was voted the league’s Defensive Freshman of 
the Year. 

‘The secondary is where Baylor seeks the greatest 
improvement. The starters return, led by safety Orion 
Stewart, and it has to help that the group matches 
up against one of college football’s best offenses in 
practice, 


BOTTOM LINE 


The Big 12 title came down to one game last 
season—Baylor’s wild victory over TCU—but this year 
the matchup is at Fort Worth to close the November 
portion of the schedule that has the Bears on the road 
for three weeks and a home date with Oklahoma. Briles’ 
team will know much more about its three-peat chances 
after that stretch. 


RECRUITING REPO 


Few teams in the TOP SIGNEES 


country can boast skill 1° Jarrett Stidham, 05 

postion haul like the io 3+ Blakalynch, Wi were 
|. Hasty an + = Jamycal Hasty, 

Lynch, all of whom came 

from the Lone Star State. 

The Bears had the Big 12's No. 5 class and the No. 37 national 

class, but didn't take a full25. The players the Bears did land, 

like Stidham and Lynch, represent the future of the Bears’ 

explosive offense, while junior-college offensive linemen 

like Dominic Desouza and Maurice Porter should factor in 

immediately. Athletes J.W. Ketchum and Tony Nicholson could 

have various fits, while cornerback Jordan Tolbertis a sleeper. 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


‘PASSING 

Seth Russell 

GP Effc. Cmp-Att-nt Pet. Yds, TO Avg/G 
8) 1646) 48851 565/804” 8 | 1005 
| RUSHING GP Att. Net Avy. TO Avg/G 
ShockLinwood 13/251 1252 5.016 963 
RECEIVING GP No, Yds. Avo. TD Ava/S 
CoreyColoman 10 G4 19 17S ND 
TACKLES GP. Solo. Assist Total 
Taylor Young B58 4) 


BEHIND THE MASK 

While Baylor has two live bears—Joy and 
Lady, each bearing the title of “Judge” to 
honor the first live mascot-on campus, 
Bruiser is the costumed version that was 
introduced during the 1981-62 basketball 
season. 


2u19 TEAM STATS 

‘SCORING 627 332 
Points Per Game 48.2 5S 

FIRSTDOWNS cc) 758 
Rushing m 85 
Passing 193 18 
Penalty. 7 43 


Yards lostrushing 75 466 
Rushing Attempts 519 485 
‘Average Per Rush 45 32 
‘Average Per Game 255 m7 
TOs Rushing 43 1 
PASSING YARDAGE 


Comp-Att-Int 


‘ATTENDANCE. 
Games/AugPerGame 
Neutral site Games 


ISCOREBYOTRS 1st 2nd 3rd 4th OT 
Baylor 


5163205 
2162822 


196175 149.107 0 627 


Opponent 1% 7 WO 0 332 


5-YEAR RECORD 


>= 4 
¢ 


oc oo 
oc oOo *& 
=== 
}—4—— J —] 

= = 
== 
= 
Ss 
=z Si 
= = 
= = 


DEPTH CHANT 
BD OFFENSE 


iT 


is 


c 


RG 


aT 


Seth Russell (6-3, 220, Jr.) 

Chris Johnson (6-5, 235, So) 
Shock Linwood (5-9, 195, Jr.) 
Johnny Jefferson (5-10, 205, So) 
‘Spencer Drango (6-6, 310, Sr) 
Tanner Thrift (6-5, 305, So.) 
Blake Muir (6-6, 310, Sr.) 
Desmine Hilliard (6-5, 340, Sr) 
Kyle Fuller (6-5, 305, Jr.) 
Blake Blackmar 6-5, 340, Fr) 
Jarell Broxton (6-5, 330, St.) 

Rami Hammad (6-4, 325, So.) 

Pat Colbert (6-6, 305, Sr.) 

Ishmael Wilson (6-4, 305, So.) 
Tre'Von Armstead (6-6, 270, Jr) or 
LaQuan McGowan (6-7, 410, St) 
Lynx Hawthorne (6-0, 200, Jr) 
Davion Hall (6-2, 200, So.) 

K.D. Cannon (6-0, 175, So.) 

Chris Platt (5-11, 165, Fr.) 

Corey Coleman (5-11, 190, Jr) 
Ishmael Zamora (6-4, 220, Fr.) 


BD DEFENSE 


nT 


oT 


le 


‘Shawn Oakman (6-9, 280, Sr) 
Brian Nance (6-3, 230, So.) 
‘Andrew Billings (6-2, 300, Jr.) 
‘Andrew Mortis (6-1, 270, Fr) 
Beau Blackshear (6-4, 300, Sr.) 
Byron Bonds (6-2, 285, Jr) 
Jamal Palmer (6-3, 240, St.) 
K.J. Smith (6-2, 255, So.) 


WLB Taylor Young (5-10, 225, So.) 


Aiavion Edwards (6-1, 225, Jr.) 


MLB Grant Campbell (6-1, 230, Sr.) 


cB 


cs 


Kaaquan bavis (6-1, 220, 50.) 
‘Travon Blanchard (6-1, 195, So.) 
Patrick Levels (5-10, 195, Jr) 
Xavien Howard (6-2, 200, Jr.) 
Terrence Singleton (5-11, 195, Jr) 
Ryan Reid (5-11, 190, Jr) 

Tion Wright (5-9, 170, Jr.) 

Orion Stewart (6-2, 200, Jr) 
Taion Sells (5-10, 185, Jr.) 

Terrell Burt (5-10, 185, St) 
Chance Waz (5-11, 175,50.) 


@ SPECIALISTS 


Chris Callahan (5-9, 185, $0.) 
Drew Galitz (5-11, 180, Fr) 


“Sporting News All-American 
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2015 SCHEDULE 
DATE OPPONENT 

$5 Akron 

S12 @TENNESSEE 
S19 Tulsa 

0.5 WestVirainia 
OM Texas 

JT @KANSASSTATE 
01.24 TexasTech 
0.31 @ KANSAS 

{U1 towastate 
(id @BAYLOR 

a) Tou 

020 @OKLAHOMASTATE 


@ COACH 


Bob Stoops 


Vthyear (168-4 
Career record: 


Offensive coordinator: 


Site: Norman, Okla 
Website: 
Twitter: @0U) Football 


2014 
RESULT 


34410 


Samaje Perine 


It’s one thing to be misread in the 
preseason the way TCU or Mississippi State 
were. They started from outside everybody's 
Top 25 and worked their way up the charts to 
outstanding seasons. 

Oklahoma went the other way. A consensus 
preseason top-five pick, the Sooners faded to 
an 8-5 record, matching the most losses in a 
season during coach Bob Stoops’ 16 years in 
Norman. 

‘The final two hurt the most. Oklahoma 
was locked in a struggle with Oklahoma State 
but appeared safe until Tyreek Hill returned 
a punt 92 yards for a touchdown in the final 
minute. The Sooners had given Hill a second 
chance after the Cowboys had been called 
for a running-into-the-kicker penalty. The 
touchdown forced overtime, and OU lost on a 
field goal. 

‘The bowl game was a disaster, a 40-6 
embarrassment to Clemson. Only a garbage- 
time touchdown prevented a shutout. The 
changes came quickly. Offensive coordinators 
Jay Norvell and Josh Heupel were fired, and 
Lincoln Riley, who had led East Carolina’s 
offense for the previous five seasons after 
spending seven years at Texas Tech, took 
over. 

A week later, cornerbacks coach Bobby 
Jack Wright, a part of Stoops’ original staff 
in 1999, retired, and later co-defensive 
coordinator Jerry Montgomery left to take a 
job with the Green Bay Packers. In all, four 
new coaches are part of the staff. 

Riley’s new offense will be something of a 
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DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


Samaje Perine, RB 


Asa freshman last year, Perine had 
Oklahoma's fifth-best all-time rushing 
season with 1,713 yards, besting such 
names as DeMarco Murray and 1969 
Heisman winner Steve Owens, Also, 
Perine’s 21 rushing touchdowns—six 
more than Adrian Peterson ever had ina 
season—were the fourth most ina single 
season in OU history, To top it all off, ina 
November game that Perine didn't even 
start, he set the FBS single-game rushing 
record with 427 yards. 


throwback to the “Air Raid” attack employed 
by the Sooners in the 2000s. 

“We had so much success with it through 
the years, and just little by little here in the 
last several years we kind of slowly drifted 
away from it,” Stoops said upon introducing 
Riley. “I had a goal in mind to get back to 
running that type of system.” 

‘That system produced two Heisman 
‘Trophy quarterbacks in Jason White and Sam 
Bradford. This year’s top candidates include 
‘Trevor Knight, Baker Mayfield and Cody 
Thomas. They all have experience and all 


PERNE.SUE OGROOK /AP 


g 


scars: 


believe they have something to prove. 

Knight did not follow up on his stellar play in the 
previous year’s Sugar Bowl victory over Alabama. He 
suffered a late-season injury that gave reps to Thomas, 
Knight returned for the bowl game and was never 
comfortable. 

Mayfield could be the favorite. He sat out last season 
after transferring from Texas Tech-Riley said he tried 
to lure him to East Carolina and in his first start for the 
Red Raiders passed for 413 yards and four touchdowns. 
He was named Big 12 Offensive Freshman of the Year 
for 2013, 

Whoever takes snaps will have talent to work with. 
Samaje Perine rushed for 1,713 yards, an NCAA-record 
427 of them against Kansas. Running back figures to be 
a deep position with Alex Ross (Big 12-leading kick- 
return average of 32.0 in 2014), Joe Mixon (suspended 
last year) and freshman Rodney Anderson. 

The top receiving target is Sterling Shepard, who has 
147 career receptions and 15 touchdowns, 

A couple of All-America candidates, linebacker Erie 
Striker and cornerback Zack Sanchez, lead a unit that 
ranked second in the Big 12 in rushing defense (106.4 
yards per game) but ranked toward the bottom in pass 
defense (276.2) and in the middle in sacks, 

Oklahoma scored one big victory just after spring 
workouts commenced. That's when the racist OU 
fraternity video surfaced and quickly became national 
news. 

Stoops canceled football practice for a week, He 
joined in a student demonstration the day after the 
video was released and gave his players leeway to 
handle the situation as they saw fit. 

“There’s no coaching manual for this,” Stoops 
said. “It’s a life issue more than anything when you're 
dealing with racism anywhere, It’s bigger than sports, 
bigger than football.” 

Stoops and other Sooners coaches and athletes 
made a show of force to the public, and especially 
recruits, that such an action on the Norman campus is 
intolerable. 


GOTTOM LINE 


Not starting as the target might give Oklahoma a 
motivational edge, There’s enough here to win the Big 
12, which the Sooners haven’t done outright since 2010, 


RECRUITING A 


POAT ee srorrs 


Oklahoma had a TOPSIGNEES on 
te mania 
disappointing defense 4." NevillaGallimore, OT #aee 
last season and went 2° Ricky DeBerry, (dl see 
‘out to shore up those = * PJ Mbanasor, © 


issues, doing so with 

anational recruit in 

DeBerry, an international recruit (from Canada) in Gallimore 
and acomerback from the heart of Texas in Mbanasor. The Big 
12's No. 2class and nation’s No. 15 class also landed immediate 
help at wide receiver in junior college transfer Dede Westbrook 
and loaded up on defensive backs, taking six DBs 6-foot or 
taller. While most of the bigger gets were on defense, running 
back Rodney Anderson (6-1, 204 pounds) and offensive tackle 
Bobby Evans represent potential upgrades offensively. 


RETURNING STATLEADERS 


» PASSING 
Trevor Knight 
GP. Effic. Cmp-Attint Pet, Yds, TO. Avg/G 
10) 1248 179-316-12 566 12300) 14 | 2300 


RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg, 1D Ava/G 
SamajePerine 13,268 171365 121) LB 
RECEIVING GP Wo, Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 


SterlingShepard 121 511 970 /18.0'5 808 


TACKLES GP_Solo. Assist Total 
DominiqueAlexander 13° 48° 59 107 
» SACKS. GP _No._ Yards 
ErieStrikor a 
SINTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. TD 
TackSanchez 6/43 [1201 


BEHIND THE SADDLES 

‘The Sooner Schooner, introduced in 1964, 
isa covered wagon driven by “Boomer” 
and "Sooner," a pair of white ponies who 
lead the charge after every Oklahoma 
score. 


2aTHTEAN STATS 
STATISTIC. TS 
SCORING m3 337 
PointsPer Game 4289 
FIRSTDOWNS 293 164 
Rushing 16 6 
Passing 8 155 
Penalty " 2 
RUSHINGYARDAGE 33051383 
Yardsgainedrushing 35811258 
Yerdslostshing 186 375 
Rushing tempts 557 458 
AveragePer Rush i} 30 
AveregePerGame 282.1064 
TDsRushing 40 5 
PASSHGYAROAGE 2445 351 
Comp: At int 210-386:172€7-510-2 
Average Per ass 69 10 
AveragePerCatch 12.6, ns 
IneggeParGame 20052162 
TDsPas 7 8 
TOTALOTFENSE Boe] agTA 
TotalPlays oH 968 
AveragePerPlay 64 5 
AveragePerGame AAT. 382.6 
i 25-554 
INS #-¥0 18h 
INTRETURNS:#-YDS~— Zo 17239 
NICKRETURN AVG. 213 
PUNT RETURNAVG. 106 
INTRETURNAVE. il 
FUMBLES-LOST 17 
PENALTIES-YARDS 7614 
Average Game 412 
PUNTS-YARDS 9.3409, 
Average Per Punt 392 
Netpunt average 3 318 
TIMEOFPOSS/GAME 3020-2840 
SH-DOWNEONY, Tas _-_ 
40% 38K 
aitroowncl, 9/5 att 
4th-DownPct, 608 5% 
SACKSBY-YARDS 3.204 9.58 
MISCYARDS 36 0 
TOSSCORED 82 3 
FG-ATTENPTS 181448 
ATTENDANCE 510972 248457 


Games/AvgPerGame 6/85162 _5/49691 
Neutral SiteGames ue 


ISCOREBYOTRS st_2nd 3rd 4th OT 
Oklahoma 138-134 17 87 D473 


Opponent 65 13 78 78 3. 337 


Eee 
ey 


ATEPTH CUNT 

BD OFFENSE 

QB Trevor Knight (6-1, 206, Jr.) 
Doker Mayfield (6 2, 214, Jr) 

RB Samaje Perine (5-11, 237, So.) 
Joe Mixon (6-2, 217, Fr.) 

{T Josiah t. John (6-6, 309, Sr.) 
Orlando Brown (6-8, 355, Fr) 

LG Jamal Danley 6-5, 301, Jr) 
Dylan Hartsook (6-5, 320, Jn) 

C Ty Darlington (6-2, 299, Sr) 
Jonathan Alvarez (6-3, 310, 50) 

RG Nila Kasitati (6-4, 315, 51.) 
‘Alex Dalton (6-4, 297, Fr.) 

RT Derek Farniok (6-9, 345, Sr) 
Sam Grant (6-7, 281, Je) 

TE Mark Andrews (6-6, 247, Fr.) 
Carson Meier (6-6, 244, Fr) 

WR Durron Neal (5-11, 195, Sr) 
Jeffery Mead (6-6, 189, 50.) 

WR Sterling Shepard (5-10, 191, Sr) 
John Humphrey (6-0, 160, Fr.) 

WR Dede Westbrook (6-1, 167, Jr.) 
K. J. Young (6-0, 177, So) 


BD DEFENSE 

DE Charles Tapper (6-4, 283, St.) 
Dwayne Orso (6-6, 294, Fr.) 

DT Matthew Romar (6+0, 24, So) 
Jordan Wade (6-4, 305, Jr) 

DE Matt Dimon (6-2, 274, Jr) 
Dwayne Ors0 (6-6, 294, =r) 

1B D.J. Ward (6-2, 251, So.) 
Charles Walker (6-2, 299, 50.) 

LB Cric Striker (6 0, 223, Sr.) 
PLL. Lindley (6-2, 267, Sr) 

LB Jordan Evans (6:3, 242,11) 
Ruben Hunter (6-1, 217, 50.) 

18 Dominique Alexander (6-0, 229, Jr) 
Tay Evans (6-2, 235, Fr.) 

CB Dakota Austin (5-11, 166, Jr.) 
Jordan Thomas (6-1, 194, So.) 

©B Zack Sanchez (5-11, 175, Jr) 
Stanvon Taylor (5-10, 174, Jt) 

FS Ahmad Thomas (6-0, 218, J) 
Hatari Byrd (6-1, 206, J) 

$8 Steven Parker (6-1, 201, So.) 
Cameron Cotton (5-11, 201, Fr.) 


BD SPECIALISTS 
K Nick Hudyson (6-2, 198, 51.) 
P Jack Steed (6-5, 209, Jr} 
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2015 SCHEDULE 


DATE OPPONENT 
SS @NOTREDAME 
Si2 Rice 

S18 California 

5.26 Oklahoma State 
04 @Tcu 

O10 Oklahoma ss 
1.24 Kansas State 
O21 @IOWASTATE 
NT Kansas 

ii @WESTVIRGINA 
N25 Texas Tech 

05 @BAYLOR 


Charlie Strong 
cond yea (657) 

Career reco 

Offensivecoordinator: 
Wickline (second year) 

Defensive caordinat 

Vanow Bedford (second year) 


@ FAST EALTS 


2014 RECORD: 6-7 


Stadium (100,09) 
800:982-HEVO 
in, Texas 


204 
RESULT 


Charlie Strong's first season as the Texas 
coach probably wasn’t what many had in 
mind, with a bowl loss dropping the overall 
record to 6-7. 

But then, football at Texas since the 
Longhorns’ appearance in the BCS National 
Championship Game after the 2009 season 
could not be envisioned by even their most- 
hated rivals. 

‘Two losing final records, no double-digit- 
victory seasons after nine straight, 28 losses 
in five years, matching the worst five-year 
stretch since the 1930s, and no Big 12 finish 
higher than third. 

Changes were made. Mack Brown replaced 
assistants and eventually he was replaced 
in favor of Strong, who wasn’t satisfied with 
what he saw in his first season. 

“| just felt like last year we didn’t play 
together as team,” Strong says. “In order to 
come together as a team, trust has to be built 
.» that’s what we never did.” 

Is there a better sense of team chemistry 
this season? 

Winning always helps in that department, 
and so does solid quarterback play, which 
Texas hasn't had since, well, 2009. The 
competition in the spring was between last 
year’s starter, Tyrone Swoupes, and Jerrod 
Heard, and every indication was Swoopes was 
the leader. 

Swoopes, who took over for David Ash 
(concussion) after one game last season, 
learned on the job as a sophomore, passing 
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MAKE 


Dylan Haines, S 


A former walk-on, Haines redshirted 
in 2012 and spent 2013 on the scout 
team before earning a scholarship and 
cracking the lineup in 2014. His spot was 
hard-earned, so it's no wonder he played 
with such fury and focus, finishing third 
on the Longhorns last season in tackles 
behind graduated linebackers Jordan 
Hicks and Steve Edmond and tying 
second in the conference with four 
interceptions. 


for 13 touchdowns and I! interceptions. He 
didn’t rank among the Big 12's top 10 in passer 
rating, and his and the Longhorns’ effort in 
the final two games—a 38-paint loss to TCU 
at home and 31-7 defeat to Arkansas in the 
postseason—was abysmal. 
“I know it’s the quarterback, but it’s 
the offensive line, running backs and wide 
receivers, lots of things are happening,” 
Strong says. “We have to build a confidence.” 
It will happen in an uptempo, spread 
offense that calls for more quarterback 
rollouts and quick hitters—and then racing 


AANES:ERCEAY /AP 


WASDOTERICGAY /AP 


back to the line to do it again. Last year, Texas ranked. 
90th nationally in plays per game at 68.6, 

Plus, there were few explosive plays. Those are 
defined as at least 12 yards on a rushing play and 16 on 
apassing play. Among Rig 12. teams, only Kansas had 
fewer of those than Texas last year. 

Part of the problem was an injury-ravaged offensive 
line. There were days, like a 23-0 loss at Kansas State 
and 28-7 defeat to Baylor, along with the final two 
games, when nothing seemed to work offensively. 

Strong says he still wants a physical team, but he 
understands the need to pick up the pace, not just 
because that’s the prevailing wind in the conference but 
that style dominates Texas high school football. 

“The key players that you need to really recruit, 
those guys are in the spread offense,” Strong says. 

Awild card in the offense is Kai Locksley, a freshman 
from Baltimore who originally committed to Florida 
State and won't be on campus until the summer. Strong 
says he'll be part of the competition. 

Senior running back Johnathan Gray, who has 
amassed 2,118 yards and 14 touchdowns, is the most 
established of the returning skill players. Daje Johnson 
has the best big-play ability among the receivers. 

‘The defense got Texas into a bowl game, playing well 
through a late-season stretch of victories over Texas 
Tech, West Virginia and Oklahoma State, with two of 
those coming on the road. The Longhorns led the Big 12 
in passing defense, which matters greatly in the Big 12, 
and the secondary looks like the strongest part of this 
year’s team even with the loss of all-league Quandre 
Diggs. The presumed leader of the unit is cornerback 
Duke Thomas. 

How much improvement can be expected from the 
Longhorns? It appears to be a team without obvious 
all-conference-level talent, and Strong seems to realize 
that. 

“I told our coaches, this probably is going to be one 
of those years where we're going to have to coach and 
we'll just see how good of a coaches we really are,” 
Strong says. “It’s great to have a challenge.” 


BOTTOM LINE 


Since Colt McCoy was All-Big 12 in 2009, no Texas 
quarterback has received a vote for all-conference. That 
has to change for the Longhorns to be successful. 


RECRUITING REPOAT <2 secs 


ChatlieStrone’sfirst yp winypry 


class was a major hit, 
ranking first in the Big 
12and 10th nationally. 
Strong's strength is 
on defense, and the 
Longhorns hit it big with Texas' top two linebackers in 
Jefferson and Wheeler, while also landing Holton Hill (6-2 

184 pounds), arguably the state's top cover corner, Texas also 
added to the offense by signingssix linemen, a playmaker at 
running back in Chris Warren and high-potential receivers 

in John Burtand Ryan Newsome. Keep an eye on tight end 
Devonaire Clarington, who could be among the Big 12's best at 
his position early on, 


© Chris Warren, © 9856 


AETUANING STAT LEADERS 


© PASSING 

TyroneSwoopes 

GP Effic. Cmp-Attint Pet. Yds. TD. Avg/6 
19) 65 | 224-364-0583 [2409 13) 1893 
| RUSHING GP Att. Not Avg. TO Avg/G 
JohnathanGray 13) 147! 697437490 


RECEIVING (GP No, Yds, Avg, TO Avg/G 
Marcuslohneon 13/777 41311181 281 


“TACKLES: GP. Solo Assist Total 
Dylan Haines BY 52 | 34 86 
© SACKS _ GP No, Yards _ 
Hassan Ridgeway Bw) 60) 48 


INTERCEPTIONS 


No. Yards Avy. 1D 
Dylan Haines: 4 98 | 2451 


WU 


OBEHIND THE HORNS 
The first live Longhorn steer, Bo, appeared 
at halftime of the 1916 Texas-Texas A&M 
game, After the Longhorns won the game, 
The Alcalde editor, Ben Dyer, referred to 
the mascot as Bevo, although reasons why 
he chose thename are still unknown: 


UY TAMSIN 

SCORING 78 310 
PolntsPer Gane nA 238 

FIRST DOWNS 202 2h 
Rushing 100 12 
Passing 15 1 
Penalty 1 7 

RUSHINGYARDAGE 1786 2136 
Yards gained rushing 24 Uo 
Yardslost rushing 308 358 
Rushing Attempts 44 549 
AveragePer Rush 38 39 
WeragePerGame 1374 184.3 
TOsRushiny 8 v7 

PASSING YARDAGE 2305 
Compr int 23-4081 247-419415 
Average er Pass 62 57 
AveragePet Catch 10 97 
AveragePerGame 189.9 184.2 
TDsPassing W is 

TOTALOFFENSE 4305453) 
Total Plays 892 968 
AveranePerPlay 49 ay 


Average Per Game 3373 3485 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 99-763. 15-451 


PUNTRETURNS:4-YDS_ 2217) 33.336, 
INTRETURNS:#-YDS- 15183239 
KICKRETURN AVG, 196 301 
PUNTRETURNAVG. 8.0 102 
INTRETURN AVG, 122 ny 
FUMBLES-LOST 744 167 
PENALTIES-YARDS 77-6564 71-855 
‘Average Pe Game 3M 304 
PUNTS-YARDS 87-3678 62-3334 
AveragePer Punt 43 40g 
Netpuntaverage 31) 313 


TIMEOFPOSS/GAME 29:45 30:15 
‘SRO-DOWN CONV. 69/20), Aa 


Sid-DownPt, 34% 
ATH-DOWNCONU, WM 13/24 

4th-Down Pet. 50% 54% 
SACKSBY-YARDS: 40.250 9871 
MISC YARDS 0 n 
TOSSCORED 44 9 
FG-ATTEMPTS: M2 Bl) 
ATTENDANCE 564618 203238, 

Games/AvgPerGame 6/94103_4/50810 


Neutral Site Games 374565 


ISCOREBYOTRS st 2nd 3rd 4th OT 
Texas: 53102 23: 100 0 278 
Opponent 58 76 55 121 0 310 
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DEPTH Cit 
D OFFENSE 


Tyrone Swoopes (6-4, 248, Jr.) 
Jerrod Heard (6-2, 200, Fr.) 
Johnathan Gray (5-11, 206, Sr.) 
D’Onta Foreman (6-2, 231, So.) 
Marcus Hutchins (6-5, 284, St.) 
Brandon Hodges (6-5, 307, Jr.) 
Sedrick Flowers (6-3, 319, Sr) 
Terrell Cuney (6-1, 297, Fr.) 
Taylor Doyle (6-4, 303, Sr.) 
Jake Raulerson (6-5, 295, S0,) 
Kent Perkins (6-5, 320, Jr) 
Elijah Rodriguez (6-3, 294, Fr) 
Connor Williams (6-5, 290, Fr.) 
Tristan Nickelson (6-8, 317, So.) 
Andrew Beck (6-3, 239, So.) 
Blake Whiteley (6-5, 252, So.) 
Jacorey Warrick (5-11, 172, Jr) 
Daje Johnson (5-10, 184, Sr.) 
Marcus Johnson (6-1, 194, St) 
Armanti Foreman (6-0, 194.0.) 
Dorian Leonard (6-3, 203, 0.) 
Lorenzo Joe (6-2, 202, $0.) 


D DEFENSE 


or 


oT 


SLB 


MLB 


woe 


ce 


cB 


FS 


Shiro Davis (6-3, 265, Sr) 
Bryce Cottrell (6-2, 247, Jr) 
Hassan Ridgeway (6-4, 320, Jr.) 
Desmond Jackson (6-0, 305, Sr) 
Poona Ford (5-11, 286, So.) 
Paul Boyette Jr, (6-2, 296, Jr) 
Naashon Hughes (6-4, 230, So.) 
Caleb Bluictt (6-3, 250, Jr.) 
Peter Jinkens (6-1, 236, Sr) 
Timothy Cole 6-1, 239, Jr) 
Dalton Santos (6-3, 252, Sr.) 
Matik Jefferson (6-3, 217, Fi.) 
Timothy Cole (6-1, 239, Jr) 
Edwin Freeman (6-1, 238, Fr) 
Bryson Echols (5-10, 181, Jr.) 
Antwiuan Davis (5-11, 193, 50,) 
Duke Thomas (5-11, 175, Sr) 
John Bonney (5-10, 184, Fr.) 
Jason Hall (6-2, 205, So.) 

Kevin Vaccaro (5-11, 183, Jr) 
Dylan Haines (6-1, 188, Jr) 
Adrian Colbert (6-1, 206, Jr.) 


B® SPECIALISTS 


K 
P 


Nick Rose (6-2, 188, Sr.) 
Mitchell Becker (6-2, 190, So.) 
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2015 SCHEDULE 


DATE | OPPONENT 

5 SouthDakota 
Si @UTSA 

S18 Louisiana Tech 
@OKLANOWASTATE 
teu 
Oklahoma 

© @TEXAS 
Baylor 
@TEXASTECH 
lowa State 
KANSAS 
(15 WestVirginia 


@ COACH 


Bill Snyder 
2A year 
Careerrecord:187-94-1 


Offensive coordinators 
Dana Dimal (seventh year) 
Del Miller (seventh yea 

Détensive coordinator: 
TomPlayes ({ourth yea), 


@FASTEALTS 


2O14RECORD:9-4 
(hasttouciAn them 


no Bowl 


Tickets; 000-22 

‘Site: Manhattan, Ki 
Website: kstatesports.com 
‘Twitter: @kstatesports 


2014 
RESULT 


48-4 
20-41 
31-30 
230 
038 
4513 
2220 
513, 
26-20 


Dante Barnett 


A senior starting quarterback was a good omen for Kansas State 
heading into last season, and Jake Waters delivered an excellent 
year with league losses only at co-champions TCU and Baylor. The 
Wildcats were part of the league race through the finale. 

K-State starts over at quarterback this season with three top 
candidates—Joe Hubener could be the front-runner based on 
experience. He was the primary backup for Waters last season but 
received only garbage-time snaps. 

Hubener has never started a game behind center, in college 
or high school, where he was 
primarily a wide receiver and 
defensive back (although he 
did play some quarterback). 

Also seeing some action 
under center for the Wildcats 
Jast season was Jesse Ertz, but 
a newcomer, freshman Alex 
Delton, is in the mix. Delton 
missed his spring semester at 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


Dante Barnett, S 
Barnett lias 
Last year he swoop 


down for 77 tackles and three 
Interceptions, giving him 152 


Hays (Kan) High to practice tackles and seven interceptions 
with K-State. since 2013, It’s nothing new 
Bi SEIN ST ; finished his senior year of high 
“They're all a little bit schnol with 100 tackles and nine 
different,” Kansas State coach picks, The 6-1 senior's leadership 
Bill Snyder says. ‘and consistency will be vital for the 
But whoever wins the job Wildcats, who've lost a ton of talent 


xy ie ba 
likely will do more with his of the ball 


legs this season. Waters was 
productive, with nine rushing 
touchdowns last season. But he also had the luxury of stellar wide 
receivers Tyler Lockett and Curry Sexton, who combined for 185 
receptions and 16 touchdowns. Both are gone, so the Wildcats are 
looking at newcomers for the position, 

Running back should be set with Charles Jones, who's coming 
off a 540-yard, 13-touchdown season, with some of that coming 
out of the Wildcat formation. 

If there’s a year where an experienced offensive line is needed, 
it’s now, and K-State loses only center B,J. Finney. Tackle Cody 
Whitehair and guard Boston Stiverson are among the best at their 
positions in the Big 12. 

‘The Wildcats lost productive defensive end Ryan Mueller and 
there are questions up front. But K-State’s secondary, led by 
cornerback Morgan Burns and safety Dante Barnett, is talented 
and experienced. 

Once again, special teams figure to be a strength, Kicker 
Matthew McCrane took over the job early in the second game 
and won all-league honors. Nick Walsh is back at punter after 
averaging 41.3 yards, and as good as Lockett was as a return man. 
last season, Burns actually had a better kick-return average. 


Kansas State is always undervalued in the preseason. Don’t be 
surprised if the Wildcats finish higher than projected. 


2015 SPORTING NEWS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


PROJECTED START! 


QB Joe Hubener (6-4, 205, Jr) 

FB Glenn Gronkowski (6-3, 234, Jr.) 
RB Charles Jones (5-10, 197, Jn) 
LT Cody Whitehai (6-4, 309, Sr) 
1G Boston Stiverson (6-4, 312, Sr.) 
C Reid Najvar (6-4, 290, So.) 

RG Luke Hayes (6-6, 295, Sr.) 

RT Matt Kleinsorge (6-5, 306, Sr) 
TE Cody Small (6-4, 237, So,) 
WR Deante Burton (6-2, 205, J) 
WR Kody Cook (6-1, 196, Sr) 


DE Jordan Willis (6-5, 250, Jr) 

DT WillGeary (6-0, 290, So) 

OT Travis Britz (6-4, 293, Sr.) 

DE  Marquel Bryant (6-3, 241, Sr) 
LB Elijah Lee (6-3, 214, So.) 

LB WillDavis 6-0, 223, Jn) 

LB Charmeachealle Moore (6-0, 217, Jt) 
CB Morgan Burns (5-11, 195, Sr.) 
8  Danzel McDaniel (6-1, 205, Sr) 
FS Kaleb Prewett (6-1, 204, So) 
$8 Dante Barnett (6-1, 186, Sr.) 


K Matthew McCrane (5-10, 165, So.) 
P_NickWalsh 5-10, 198, So) 


Sporting News A Amesican 


RECRUITING REPORT =<arsmorers: 


itu 
* Elijah Sullivan,\ © & 
* Duke Shelley, co s+ 
* Reggie Walker, > «+ 


‘The top two recruits in Kansas 
State's class came from Georgia, 
testament to the Wildcats’ 
willingness to go anywhere to 
find players. And while their class 
rank—54th nationally, eighth inthe 
Big 12—is somewhat typical, their 
results weren't, Of the 22 signees, 
‘one came froma junior college. 
The Wildcats also dominated the 
state of Kansas with eight signees, 
including top linemen Scott Frantz 
and Evan Applegate. 


RUDOLH SUE DERODK/ AP 


QB Mason Rudolph (6-4, 220, £0.) 
RB Rennie Childs (5-10, 205, Jr.) 
UT Victor Salako (6-6, 330, J.) 

LG Michaet Wilson (6-6, 305, J) 
C Brad Lundblade (6-3, 300, So.) 
RG Jesse Robinson (6-6, 310, So.) 
RT Zachary Crabtree (6-7, 305, So.) 
TE Blake Jarwin (6-5, 242, Jr) 

WR Jhajuan Seales (6-2, 198, Jr) 
WR David Glidden (5-8, 185, Sr) 
WR_ James Washington (6-0, 200, So.) 


DE Emmanuel Ogbah (6-4, 275, Jr) 
DT Vincent Taylor (6-3, 300, S0,) 
DT ViliLeveni (6-3, 290, So) 

DE Jimmy Bean (6-5, 250, Se.) 
SLB Jordan Burton (6-3, 215, Jr) 
MLB Ryan Simmons (6-0, 240, S=) 
WLB Seth Jacobs (6-2, 225, Jr) 
€B Kevin Peterson (5-11, 190, Sr.) 
CB Ramon Richards (6-0, 180, So.) 
FS Jordan Sterns (6-1, 205, 1.) 
SS. TreFlowers (6-3, 190, So.) 


K_ enGrogan (6-1, 186, Jr) 
P Zach Sinor (5-11, 195, Fr) 
Sporting News Alt American 
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int 
* Darrion Daniels, 
+ John Kolar, of = *« 
* Kevin Henry, 


The Cowboys returna bunch 
of players from 2014, so one of 
the goals was toadd immediate- 
impact pieces, including mu tiple 
junior-college linemen, running 
back Chris Carson andathlete/ 
quarterback Todd Mays, The 

No. 40 national class and No. 6 
class in the Big 72 also included a 
number of key high school players, 
including ahotly pursued defensive 
tackle in Daniels anda quarterback 
of the futurein Kolar 


Last season was spiraling for Oklahoma State. After starting 5-1, 
OSU dropped its next five, and some of the flow was predictable 
given the back-loaded schedule. Still, the losses were by lange 
margins and coach Mike Gundy’s future was questioned. 

‘Then came an unexpected victory at Oklahoma, and for 
Cowboys’ fans it doesn’t get much better than that. Oklahoma 
State followed with a victory over Washington in the Cactus 
Bowl and calm was restored. The late-season rally coincided 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 
Mason Rudolph, 08 


with the insertion of Mason 
Rudolph at quarterback. His 
redshirt was pulled off the 
week of the lith game, and 
Rudolph’s play against Baylor 
was encouraging. He excelled 
in the final two games and 
becomes the clear-cut favorite 
over former starter J.W. Walsh 
heading into the fall. 

Several are in the mix to 
become the primary running 
back. Rennie Childs is the 
top returning candidate. He 
rushed for 294 yards and three 
touchdowns. Also battling is 
junior-college transfer Todd 
Mays, and another transfer, 
Chris Carson, will join the 
program in the summer 


and should compete for the job. There’s competition because 
‘Tyreek Hill, the Big 12 Newcomer of the Year and second-team 
all-conference selection, is no longer with the program after 
allegations of domestic violence involving his pregnant girlfriend. 
Hill was a dynamic, all-purpose performer, a change-of-pace back 
and slot receiver who was always a scoring threat. He was the 
team’s second-leading rusher at 534 yards. 

On defense, the Cowboys have some vacancies to fill up front, 
but they return one of the Big 12’s top linemen in end Emmanuel 
Ogbah, along with two-year starter Jimmy Bean on the other side. 

Middle linebacker Ryan Simmons is the heart and soul of 
the defense, according to coordinator Glenn Spencer, and Seth 
Jacobs, the Defensive MVP of the Cactus Bowl, is back. 

Oklahoma State is excited about safety Jordan Sterns, who led 
the team in tackles (103) and had 20 against West Virginia, the 
program’s first 20-tackle game since 2001. 


For the first time since the Brandon Weeden era, the Cowboys 
know who their quarterback will be going into the season. And 
enough talent returns on defense for OSU to believe it can make 
arun in the conference race, especially with Baylor, TCU and 


Oklahoma visiting Stillwater. 


2015 SCHEDULE 


DATE OPPONENT 
5.2 @CENTRALMICHIGAN 


V2) Baylor 


Offensive coordinator: 
Mike Yur 


Defensive coordinator: 


@FASTEACTS 


2014RECORD:7-6 
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2015 SCHEDULE 


DATE OPPONENT 

©5 Georgia Southern 
Uiberty 

S20 Maryland 

1 @OKLAHOMA 

LN) Oklahoma State 

ON? @BAYLOR 

0m @tcu 


@ ACH 


Dana Holgorsen 


Fifth year (2 
Careerrecord: 28:23, 


Offensive coordinator: 


goraen (Filth 


Defensive coordinator: 


Tony 


@FASTEALTS 


2014RECORD:7-6 


(second year) 


dium (60,00 


Things got better last year for West Virginia after two 
disappointing seasons in the Big 12. A competitive loss to Alabama 
in the opener was a positive sign, and beating Baylor—essentially 
knocking the Bears from national championship contention- 
showed how good the Mountaineers could be. 

‘Time for the next step and to start knocking on the door of 
becoming a championship contender. 

“[like where we're at, I like this team,” coach Dana Holgorsen 


says. 
Nine starters return on 

defense under second-year DIFFERENCE-MAKER 

coordinator Tony Gibson, and 

nose tackle Kyle Rose anchors KJ Dillon, SPUR 


the front. The strength of the 
defense is at linebacker, where 
Nick Kwiatkoski, who is moving 
from weakside to strongside, 
returns after leading West 
Virginia with 103 tackles and 
11.5 for loss. An added bonus is 
getting back Jared Barber, who ‘ 
started seven games in 2013 e 62, he finished 
before a knee injury forced 5 s, and he 
him to miss the entire 2014 
campaign. 

Safety Karl Joseph is coming 
off an All-Big 12 season. He has 
started all 38 games in his career and always seems ta be around 
the ball. A point of emphasis for the Mountaineers: turnovers. They 
finished last in the Big 12 and No. 120 nationally in turnover margin 
at minus-15. 

‘The pitch-and-catch battery of Clint Trickett and Kevin White 
was tremendous and will be missed. White led the league with 109 
total receptions. Trickett passed for 298.6 yards per game. Redshirt 
junior Skyler Howard is the front-runner to step in at quarterback. 
He has experience, finishing the season after Trickett was hurt late. 

In addition to White, Mario Alford is gone, and competition 
at wide receiver is wide open. The top returning player there is 
Jordan Thompson, who had 49 receptions last year. 

Running back is a bit more settled with last season’s top two 
ground-gainers, Rushel Shell and Wendell Smallwood, back. They 
combined for 1,510 yards with nine touchdowns in 2014. 

Kicker Josh Lambert, a Lou Groza Award finalist, ranks among 
the league's best, and Nick O’Toole will begin his third season as 
the punter. The Mountaineers are in good shape in the kicking 
game. 


on inthe pla 


‘The Mountaineers should continue on a steady, if not upward, 
trend, but could be an experienced quarterback away from making 
atitle run. 


2015 SPORTING NEWS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


EARRECORD 37-27 


PROJECTED STARTER 


QB Skyler Howard (6-0, 202, Jr) 
RB Rushel Shell (5-10, 221, Jr) 
LTR. Haughton-James (6-5, 292, Sr.) 
1G Adam Pankey (6-5, 312, Jr) 

C Tyler Orlosky (6-4, 297, Jr.) 

RG. Tony Matteo (6-4, 296, Jr) 

RT Marquis Lucas (6-4, 318, Sr.) 

AR _Daikiel Shorts (6-1, 200, Jr.) 
IR _ jordan Thomoson (5-7. 176, Sr) 
WR Vernon Davis Jr. (5-10, 175, 1) 
WR Shelton Gibson (5-11, 188, So.) 


DE Christian Brown (6-2, 294, Jr.) 
NT Kyle Rose (6-4, 294, Sr) 

DE Noble Nwachukwu (6-2, 271, Jt) 
ROV kJ Dillon (6-1. 203, Sr.) 

LB Nick Kwiatkoski (6-2, 235, Sr.) 
LB Jared Barber (6-0, 232, Sr) 

LB Shag Petteway (6-0, 230, Sr.) 
CB Ricky Rumph (5-11, 188, Sr.) 
CB Terrell Chestnut (5-11, 188, Sr.) 
FS Dravon Henry (5-11, 198, So) 
SS_ Karl Joseph (5-11, 197, Sr.) 


K Josh Lambert (5-11, 215, So.) 
P Nick O'Toole (6-3, 228, St.) 
Sporting iewsAkAmericon 


AECAUITING REPOAT 


Pep: 
* Jovon Durante, \/\' * " 
+ Tyrek Cole, «1 «+ ¥» 

* Rasul Douglas, 


Landing Durante and Cole from 
Miramar (Fla.) High gave the class 
greatstart, andthe Mountaineers 
capitalized, building the Big 12's 
fourth-best class andthe No. 36 
classin the country. Douglas was 
one of the best junior-college 
comerbacksand fillsan immediate 
need. West Virginia also needed to 
restock the quarterback pool and 
landed pair of early enrollees in 
David Sills and Chris Chugunov. 


DRLON MARK HUMPHREY / AP 


WASHINGTON TO SHARP / AP 
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PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Davis Webb (6-5, 227, Jr) 

RB DeAndre Washington (5-8, 198, Sr) 
UT Le'Raven Clark (6-6, 316, Sr) 
LG Alfredo Morales (6-4, 310, Sr.) 
C Jared Kaster (6-3, 293, Sr.) 

RG Baylen Brown (6-4, 310, Jr) 

RT Justin Murphy (6-7, 296, Fr) 
WR Devin Lauderdale (6-0, 181, Jr.) 
WR Jakeem Grant (5-6, 169, Sr) 
WR lan Sadler (5-10, 198, So.) 

WR Reginald Davis (6-0, 185, Jr.) 


DE Branden Jackson (6-4, 268, Sr) 
NT Rika Levi (6-2, 339, Sr) 

BT Keland McElrath (6-4, 307, Sr.) 
DE Pete Robertson (6-3, 238, Sr.) 
OLB Kris Williams (6-1, 228, Jr.) 
MLB Micah Awe (6-0, 223, Sr) 

OLB Malik Jenkins (6-1, 222, J) 

CB Justis Nelson (6-2, 179, Jr) 

£B Nigel Bethet I (5-9, 184, 0.) 
FS-_Jah’Shawn Johnson (5-10, 174, Fr.) 
8S Keenon Ward (5-9, 204, Jr) 


K Taylor Symmank (6-2, 192, Sr) 
P Taylor Symmank (6-2, 192, Sr) 


Sporting News AllArmeicon 


RECRUITIN 


» Breiden Fehoko, © 
» JF Thomas, \//"" 
* Corey Dauphine, 


Losing top quarterback Jarrett 
Stidham to Big 12 rival Baylor hurts, 
but Fehoko, Thomas and Dauphine 
wereall highly recruited. Fehoko 
was one of the strongest players 
inthe 2015 class nd fills a major 
need. The Red Raiders built the 
Big 2'sthird-best recruiting class 
and the nation’s 33rd-best class 
through outstanding evaluations 
like offensive linemen Conner 
Dyerand Madison Akamnonu and 
talented safety Jamile Johnson, 


DeAndre Washi 


‘Texas Tech played its heart out in the 2014 finale, and that’s a 
credit to coach Kliff Kingsbury and his staff because the Red Raiders 
were going nowhere. Baylor kept alive its Big 12 title hopes by 
holding off Tech 48-46 in Arlington, and Tech went home with a 
48 record. 

In that game, Patrick Mahomes set a Big 12 freshman passing 


record with 598 yards, and he’s 
locked in a battle with Davis 
DIFFERENCE-MAKER Webb for the starting role. 
Webb was last year’s starter, 
PAW eciitciam coming off a bowl-game MVP 


performance, but he threw 13 
interceptions in eight games 
and was injured late. Over the 
final three weeks, Mahomes 
threw for 14 touchdowns with 
only two picks. 

Webb is a pocket passer 
while Mahomes is more a 
dual-threat type, and both were 
limited in the spring. Webb 
was held out of some drills 
while rehabbing from offseason 
shoulder surgery and Mahomes 
was splitting time with the 
baseball team. 

With Kingsbury calling plays, 
the offense should hum again. It wasn’t a vintage year for the Red 
Raiders, but they ranked among the league leaders in yards per 
play (6.62) and third-down conversions (43.7 percent). The top 
player on that side of the ball is tackle Le’Raven Clark. 

‘The program made a splash by hiring David Gibbs as defensive 
coordinator. Gibbs has spent most of his career as an NFL assistant 
before returning to the college ranks at Houston in 2013. Tech will 
move to a 4-3 and look to some newcomers for immediate help. 

One is linebacker Mike Mitchell, a former five-star recruit who 
attended Ohio State. He sat out as redshirt and didn’t play in his 
second season. Another impact newcomer could be freshman 
lineman Breiden Fehoko, who enrolled in the spring. 

Gibbs’ defense at Houston last season forced 30 turnovers, 
ranking fifth nationally. That becomes an emphasis for a Red 
Raiders team that finished ninth in the Big 12 at minus-13 on the 
season. 

Also, Tech needs to clean up the flags. The Red Raiders ranked 
next to last in Division 1 with 9.3 penalties per game. 


hing yard 
yards on 181 


that the R 
way backin 
highly tov 
Missouri City, 


The Red Raiders will be productive again, but remaining 
disciplined will be critical if they want to reverse fortunes. 


2015 SCHEDULE 


DATE. OPPONENT 
$5 SamHouston State 
sm ue 
19 @ARKANSAS 
$26 TCU 

03. Baylor 

0 lowaState 
O17 @KANSAS 
0.24 @OKLAHOMA 
‘Oklahoma State 
@WESTVIRGINIA 
Kansas State 


hid yea 
ive coordinators: 


@FASTFACTS 


2014 RECORD: 4-8 


2014 
RESULT 
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2015 SCHEDULE 


DATE. OPPONENT 


Northemowa 
S22 lowa 
59 @TOLEDO 
0 Kansas 
0 @TEXASTECH 
on teu 
24 @BAYLOR 
O01 Texas 
W) @OKLAHOMA 
(0M Oklahoma State 
N.2) @KANSASSTATE 
(20 @WESTVIRGINIA 


@C0Ach 


Paul Rhoads 
eventh year(29-46) 
Careerrecord:29-46 
Offensive coordina 
MarkMangina ovec 
Defensivecoordinatar: 
Wally Burn 


@FASTFACTS 


2014 RECORD: 
Stadium: Jack 
H Ticket 
| Site: Ame 


2014 
RESULT 


Towa State hit the bottom last season, or at least coach Paul 
Rhoads hopes so. A winless Big 12 season was capped by a 52-point 
loss at TCU-it doesn’t get much worse. The Cyclones were ravaged 
by injuries. Only four players started every game for ISU, which 
didn’t have enough depth to stay afloat. “I'd like to have a Senior 
Day where we are all padded up instead of in our street clothes,” 
Rhoads says. 

But... 

“We are a lot closer than we are further away,” Rhoads says. 

Perhaps. One luxury for 
Iowa State this season is a 
senior quarterback. Sam B. 
Richardson has been battling 
for the job for most of his 
career, but he’s the guy for 
2015 and the Cyclones need 
performances from him like 
they got last year against 
Texas, when he threw for 345 
yards and accounted for four 
touchdowns. Grant Rohach, 
who has starting experience, 
also returns. 

Richardson will have plenty 
of targets at wide receiver. 
Quenton Bundrage is back after 
missing last year with a torn 
ACL. He had 48 receptions in 
2013 and joins former South 
Florida player D’Vario Montgomery (44 catches, 605 yards) and 
Allen Lazard (45, 593). 

When Rhoads talks about injuries, he thinks first of the offensive 
line. lowa State will lean on tackles Brock Dagel (15 career starts) 
and Jake Campos (11) and guards Jamison Lalk (19) and Daniel 
Burton (20). 

‘The top defender is safety Kamari Cotton-Moya, a Freshman 
All-American last season who happily returned to the spring 
practice field after suffering a frightening injury that resulted in a 
concussion and three days in the hospital. 

The Cyclones believe they have a good one in linebacker Jordan 
Harris. He's a junior-college transfer who sat out last season. 

The secondary looms as the strength on defense, with Cotton- 
Moya, second team all-league cornerback Nigel Tribune and corner 
Sam E, Richardson, also a returning starter. 

‘The schedule should provide lowa State with an opportunity for 
a positive start with three of the first four at home before the teeth 
of the schedule arrives in mid-October. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


SamB. Richardson 


four 
and'Sam B., the 


‘This could be a wake-or-break season for Rhoads, who has 
missed out on postseason play two straight years and is 2-16 in 
league games during that span. 
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PADJECTED STARTERS 

QB Sam B. Richardson (6-2, 214, Sr) 
TB Tyler Brown (5-11, 186,50.) 

UT Jake Campos (6-8, 295, So.) 

16 Jamison Latk (6-6, 311, 51.) 

C Patrick Scoggins (6-1, 290, Jr.) 
RG Daniel Burton (6-6, 330, Jr) 

RT Brock Daget (6-8, 306, Sr.) 

TE Ben Boesen (6-5, 241, St) 
WR_D'Vario Montgomery (6-6, 236, Jr) 
WR Quentan Bundrage (6-2, 192, Sr) 
WR Allen Lazard (6-5, 218, 50) 


LE Dale Pierson (6-2, 246, Sr) 

DT Deviyn Cousin (6-4, 302, Jr) 

NG Vernell Trent (6-3, 289, S0,) 

RE Darius White (6-1, 251, Jr) 

1B Regan Northrup (6-1, 191, Fr.) 
1B Kane Seeley (6-2, 241, Jr) 

1B Luke Knott (6-1, 221, Jr) 

£8 Nigel Tribune (5-11, 188, Jr) 

CB Sam E. Richardson (5-8, 189, St.) 
FS KamariCotton-Moya (6-1, 194, S0,) 
$$  Qujuan Floyd (6-0, 202, Sr.) 


K Cole Netten (6-1, 219, Jr) 
P_ Colin Downing (5-11, 190, So.) 


Sporting News AAmercan 


+ Demond Tucker, ( 
+ De'Amontae Jackson, 
» Joshua Thomas, | 


lowa tate had the nation's 
No. iclass, which ranked ninth 
inthe Big 2, but the Cyclones 
did filneeds. The two biggest 
program needs were at defensive 
tackle—where lowa State inked 
four players, Including two juco 
players—and at quarterback, 
The Cyclones found their future 
quarterback in Dominic Del ira 
from Texas. In-state offensive 
linemen such as Julian Good-Jones 
and Bryce Meeker were also key 
signees. 


YEAR RECORD 
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JECTED ATARTER 


QB Michael Cummings (5-10, 212, Sr.) 
RB Ke'aun Kinner (5-9, 180, Jr) 

LT Jordan Shelley-Smith (6-5, 296, Jr.) 
LG Bryan Peters (6-3, 298, Sr.) 

© Keyon Haughton (6-2, 290, Sr.) 
RG Junior Visinia (6-4, 375, $0.) 

RT Larry Mazyck (6-8, 343, Sr) 

TE Ben Johnson (6-5, 234, So.) 

WR Tre’ Parmalee (5-10, 171, St) 

WR Rodriquez Coleman (6-3. 185, Sr.) 
WR Derrick Neal (5-10, 170, So.) 


DE Ben Goodman (6-3, 253, Sr.) 
DT KapilFletcher (6-3, 271, Sr.) 
DT Andrew Botton (6-3, 293, Sr.) 
DE Damani Mosby (6-3, 239. Jr) 
LB Sciyler Miles 6-2, 221, Jr) 
LB Courtney Amnick (6-2, 207, Jn) 
NB Tevin Shaw (5-11, 194, Jr.) 
CB Brandon Stewart (6-0, 171, Jr) 
€B Ronnie Davis (6-0, 192, Sr.) 
FS Fish Smithson (5-11, 193, Jr) 
$8 Greg Allen (5-11, 212, Jr) 


K Matthew Wyman (6-1, 218, Jr) 
P Eric Kahn (6-5, 204, Sr.) 
Sporting News AbAmerican 
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mar 
inant 

* Ke'aun Kinner, 

+ Ryan Willis, 2° 

* Aaron Garza, 00 © 

New Kansas coach David Beaty 


comesin with a reputation as one 
ofthe nation’s best recruiters, 
buthe didn't have much time to 
influence the Jayhawks’ 2015 class, 
ranked 72nd nationally and astin 
the Big 12. Tailback Ke'aun kinner 
was the highest-rated recruit 
Beaty landed, though pass rusher 
Dorance Armstrong might have 
been the best. Keep an eyeon 
juco comer Brandon Stewart, who 
couldstartimmediately, and tight 
end Jace Sternberger. 


Anew era begins, and Kansas hopes it brings a change in 
fortune. The Jayhawks were going nowhere under Charlie Weis, 
and after four games, athletic director Sheahon Zenger pulled the 
plug. Weis was gone less than two and a half years into his regime, 
and Clint Bowen took over in the interim. 

‘The program’s spirit improved under Bowen and the Jayhawks 
were competitive against Oklahoma State and TCU. He was a 
candidate for the job on a permanent basis and he remained on the 
staff when the job went elsewhere. 

David Beaty arrives from 
‘Texas A&M, where he had 
served as recruiting coordinator 
and wide receivers coach. The 
oordinator part of 
‘al. Kansas needs 
players, and Beaty has the 
reputation of being one of the 
best recruiters in Texas. 

He also served two stints 
at Kansas, including the most 
recent bowl season of 2008. So 
he has seen winning football in 
Lawrence. 

But this is truly a building 
process. Weis went heavy 
‘on junior college transfers in 
his second recruiting class, 
which impacted the Jayhawks” 
numbers. Kansas started the 
spring with 93 players on the roster, and about 20 percent of them 
were walk-ons. 

Kansas returns just seven starters, There was talent in the 
program last season, including three first-team all-conference 
players, Nearly every proven playmaker is gone. 

But the quarterback returns. Michael Cummings replaced 
Montell Cozart at midseason and threw for nine touchdowns and 
six interceptions. The Jayhawks are installing an uptempo spread 
attack this season. Offensive coordinator Rob Likens helped guide a 
similar attack at Cal, 

‘There aren't many position units with depth, but running back is 
one. Corey Avery, De’Andre Mann and Taylor Cox return, but look 
for talented juco import Ke’aun Kinner to make a big impact. 

‘The defense loses a terrific linebacker in Ben Heeney and all of 
its top players from what was a solid secondary. 

But returning is Bowen, the most loyal soldier in college football. 
Nobody is more invested in Kansas football than Bowen, who grew 
up in Lawrence, played for the Jayhawks and has served 17 seasons 
of his 20-year coaching career with the progr 


DIFFERENCE-MAt 
Jake Love, LB 


O-pound senioris 
{auided for his instincts and knack 
for big plays, One sich play came 
ina September win against Central 
Michigan when Love was supposed 
topblitz on athird-and-12 pass 
‘attempt but sensed something was 
amniss aftey the snap and backed 
ff. His instinets allowed him 
to shut downa scree! hat 
rave gone for a first down 
had he blit served 
17-10 lead that ended up a 24-10 
Jaywaks win, 


Finding victories will be difficult for a Kansas team that will rely 
on anew offense and many new faces on the defensive side. 


2015 SCHEDULE 


2014, 
DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 


55 SouthDakota 

2 Memphis 

$25 @RUTGERS 

0.4 @IOWASTATE 344 
010 Baylor 460 
7 TexasTech 134 
0.25 @OKLAHOMASTATE 271 
0.1, Oklahoma 14a 
7 @TEXAS 023 
A @TcU 204 
N21 West Virginia 433 
N26 Kansas State BSI 


@ DAH 


David Beaty 
First year 

Offensive coordinator: 
Rob ikens (fist year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Clint Bowen (second year) 
Kenny Perry (first year) 


@FASTEACTS 


2014 RECORD:3-9 
‘Stadium: Memorial Stadium (50,071) 
Tickers: 800-34-HAWKS 
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2015 Conference Overview 


BGA, 


East Division 
> WesternKentucky 
Bow Projection: Bahamas Bowl 
Marshal 
‘Bowl Projection: Heart of Dallas Bow 
<> Middle Tennessee 
Bowl Projection: New Mexico Bowl 


Old Dominion 


Florida international 
> Florida Atlantic 


Charlotte 


West Division 


> Louisiana Tech 
Bowl Projection: Hawvali Bowl 


> Rice 
‘owt Projection: Boca Raton Bowl 


> UTEP 


‘owl Projection: Miami Beach Bow 
> Southern Miss 


North Texas 


Expect another season of 
shootouts in high-scoring CUSA 


BY MICHAEL GRANT e Contin 


Conference USA lived up to its high- 
scoring reputation and produced some 
exciting games down the stretch. Marshall 
(45.6 points per game, third in the nation), 
Western Kentucky (44.4, sixth), and 
Louisiana Tech (37.4, 13th) were at times 
‘overwhelming on offense, The Hilltoppers’ 
67-66 overtime upset at Marshall was the 
C-USA game of the year and one of the best 
college football games of the season. 

There could be more high-scoring action 
this season for a league that went 4-1 in 
bowl games. Western Kentucky quarterback 
Brandon Doughty will be back after being 
granted a sixth year of eligibility. He led 
the nation in passing yards (4,830) and TDs 
(49). Louisiana Tech will add Florida transfer 
quarterback Jeff Driskel. And Rice's Driphus 
Jackson, the league's third-most efficient 
passer last year, also returns, 

On paper, Western Kentucky and Louisiana 
Tech appear to be the class of the East and 
West divisions, respectively. The Hilltoppers 
have virtually their entire team back froma 


7 


squad that went 8-5 in its inaugural season 
inthe league. 

You can’t count out defending champion 
Marshall, which went 13-1 to tie the C-USA 
record for wins ina season, The Herd 
finished the season ranked No. 23 in the 
Associated Press poll. Marshall has to replace 
quarterback Rakeem Cato but has two of 
the league's premiere running backs: Devon 
Johnson and Steward Butler. 

The biggest change for the 13-team 
league will be the departure of UAB and 
the addition of Charlotte. UAB shut down, 
its football program much to the anger of 
many fans and it has made school president 
Ray Watts—as described by the New 
York Times—the “most unpopular man in 
Birmingham." 

On the opposite end of the spectrum 
is Charlotte, a start-up FBS program, The 
49ers averaged 38.8 points per game last 
year so they should fit right into the league, 
However, their defense figures to have a 
tough time adjusting. Charlotte will take 
UAB's vacant spot and compete in the seven- 
team East Division, 


] How good will WKU be? They have the 
| league's best quarterback, apremiere 


WAZ AP. DOUGHTY: PATRICK 


TRE 


HL 


] tailback and most of thelr top wide receivers 


back. If the WKU defense is merely average. 
THREE STORIES TO WATCH 


this could be their best season since 2009. 


eth Dixon, RB, Louisiana Techy 
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2ATS RECRUITING RANKINGS 


by Chad Carson, 247Sports 


TOTAL 
ae 


1 Marshall 
2 Florida Atlantic 
3° Louisiana Tech Z 
4 Southern Miss % 
5 Florida international B 
6 OldDominion oz) 
7 NorthTexas u 
8 UTSA ai 
9 Middle Tennessee 2B 
10 Rice 8 
Nl Western Kentucky a 
12 Charlotte 6 
13° UTEP n 
ALL-CONFERENCE USA 
© OFFENSE 


QB Brandon Doughty, Sr., Western Kentucky 
RB Devon Johnson, 5, Marshal 

RB Kenneth Dixon, Sr, Louisiana Tech 

OL Forrest Lamp, Ji, Western Kentucky 

OL Andrew Reue, Sr, Rice 

OL Darius Johnson, Sr., Middle Tennessee 
OL Clint Van Horn, Sr, Marshall 

OL Kirby Wixson, Sr, Louisiana Tech 

TE Jonnu Smith, Jr, Florida \nterpational 
WR Jared Dangerfield, Sr, Western Kentucky 
WR CarlosHarris, 5, North Texas 


© DEFENSE 
DL Vernon Butler, Sx, Louisiana Tech 
DL Chad Polk, Sr., North Texas 
DL Roy Robertson-Harrs, Sr, UTEP 
DL_ Mike Wakefield, Sr. Florida international 
LB Drew Douglas, Sr, UTSA 
1B TT. Barber, Sr, Middle Tennessee 
LB Alvin Jones, So,, UTEP 
DB Richard Leonard, Sr, Floris International 
DB. Wonderful Terry Sc, Western Kentucky 
DB Kevin Byard, Sr., Middle Tennessee 
DB Xavier Woods, Jr, Louisiana Tech 


© SPECIALISTS 


K_ Trevor Moore, So., North Texas 
P- Tyler Williams, Sr, Marshall 


OVERRATED 


LOUISIANA TECH 
g » Florida transfer Jeff Driskel 
(23 touchdowns and 20 
interceptions) wasn't very good with 
the Gators. No guarantee he will be 
improved with the Bulldogs. 


Fresh meat (again): Last season, CUSA 

added WKU and Old Dominion. Both 
fared well. This year, Charlotte joins. It’s 
hard to imagine that the 49ers will beas 
successful in their inaugural season, 


‘ea7srorr=COMPOSITE 


AR 


STAR TAR 
eae EcRUMTS | POINTS 
4 150.07 


RECRUITS: 

0 

0 ; “ MIS 
0 0 “ 43.37 
o 0 10 824 
0 0 8 wars 
0 0 id 38 
0 f) 9 121.97 
0 0 ii 120.58 
0 0 8 119.55 
0 U) 7 10.28 
0 0 5 09 
0 0 2 87.53 
0 0 1 60.32 


Doughty's evolution from backup to the 
nation’s most prolific passer has been 
extraordinary. The sixth-year senior has 
improved every season and has become 
legitimate NFL prospect. Most of his 


suipporting casts back and the defense should 


be better, He could lead the Hilltoppers toa 
10-win season, 


Brandon Doughty. 


UNDERRATED 


SOUTHERN MISS 
@ » With 10 returning starters 
on offense, the Golden Eagles 
should be better. Quarterback Nick 
Mullens is now a junior and his receivers 
are experienced. 


How far will Marshall slip? Marshall 

came close to perfection. This season, 
the Herd hasa tougher schedule and will 
be without departed QB Rakeem Cato and 
WR Tommy Shuler. 


RATING CONFERENCE UGA 


© FASTEST RECEIVER 

Davonte Allen, Marshall 

He averaged 24.7 yards per catch. Could be ready for a break- 
out season, 


© BEST HANDS 
Carlos Harris, WR, North Texas 
Was third in Conference USA in receptions per game (5.8). 


© BEST PASSING QB 

Brandon Doughty, Western Kentucly 

The sixt’-year senior led the nation in passing yards (4,830) 
and TD passes (49). 


‘© BEST RUNNING QB 
Jaquez Johnson, Florida Atlantic 
Rushed for 513 yards and seven scores. 


© MOST ELUSIVE RB 
Kenneth Dixon, Louisiana Tech 
Had a 99-yard TD run plus TD catches of 80 and B4 yards, 


© BEST INSTINCTS 

Devon Johnson, RO, Marshall 

The converted tight end led the league in rushing (1,767 yards) 
and yards per carry (8.6). 


© BEST ATHLETE 
Kenneth Dixon. 88, Louisiana Tect) 
Was third in the nation in touchdowns with 28. 


(© MOST LIKELY TO SUCCEED (OFF THE FIELD) 
Cameron Tom, OL, Southern Miss 
Hasa 3.8 GPA asa business major. 


‘© BEST UNDER PRESSURE 

Brandon Doughty, 08, Western Kentucky 

Has overcome numerous setbacks to lead WKU to its two best 
seasons in the FBS. 


‘© TOP NFL PROSPECT 

Kevin Byard, $5, Middle Tennessee 

Senior strong safety has 15 career interceptions and has 
returned four for TDs. 


© TOP IMPACT FROSH 

Raylen Elzy, WR, Marshall 

The 6-4, 200-pounder was a three-star recruit. Expected to 
contribute early. 


© HARDESTHITTER 
‘TT. Barber, LB, Middle Tennessee 
Has been a consistent tackling machine for the Blue Raiders, 


© BIGGEST OVERACHIEVER 
Erick Evans, RB, North Texas 
Former walk-on rushed for three TDs in six games last year. 


© BEST INTERVIEW 
Larry Coker, UTSA 
He always seems to keep a good sense of humor. 


‘© BEST COACH AS STRATEGIST 

Jeff Brehm, Western Kentucky 

in his first year asa college head coach, he assembled the 
greatest offense in the history of the school and one of the 
best in C-USA history. 


‘© BEST COACH AS RECRUITER 
Doc Holliday, Marshall 
The Herd consistently gets talent and key players from Florida. 


‘© HOTTEST SEAT 

Rob Turner, Florida international 

The Panthers showed improvement in 2014 but will have do 
‘even more this season for Turner's seat to begin cooling. 


‘© BEST VENUE 

Joan C, Edwards Stadium, Marstiall 

The stadium has a lot of tradition and has been the site of some 
great games. 


Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/SNYearbooks 
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2015 SCHEDULE 


DATE |oPPoweNT 
(@VANDERBILT 
Louisiana Tech 
@INDIANA 

Miami (Ohio) 

@RICE 

Middle Tennessee 

(015 @NORTHTEXAS 

024 @tsu 

0.31 @OLODOMINION 

7 Florida Atlantic 

(12) @FLORIDAINTERNATIONAL 
2), Marshall 


@ COACH 


Jeff Brohm 
Second year(8-5) 
Careerrecord:8:5 
Offensivecoordinat 
Tyson Helton (second ye 
Defensive coordinator 
Nick Holt (third 


@ FAST FACTS 


2014 RECORD: 8-5 


hth Stadium (22,118) 
Tickets;/-000-5-B16-RED 
Site:Bowling Green, Ky. 


2019, 
RESULT 


10-59 


4750 


66-51 
38-45 


67-66 


N 


Jared Dangerfield 


With a virtually unstoppable offense and an overmatched 
defense, the Hilltoppers were anything but dull last season. Five 
games were decided by a touchdown or less, 

They blew double-digit leads in all but one loss, Their final two 
games were decided on two-point-conversion tries. The Hilltoppers 
converted one to topple previously unbeaten Marshall 67-66 in 
overtime. In the Bahamas Bowl, after Central Michigan scored an 
improbable 7D, it failed on the 
two-point conversion try and 
WKU won 49-48. 

The best news for WKU is 
that record-setting quarterback 
Brandon Doughty was granted 
asixth year of eligibility. That 
means the Hilltoppers will have 
their top passer, rusher and 
four of their five top receivers 
back for an offense that broke 
50 school and conference 
records in coach Jeff Brohm’s 
first season. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


Jared Dangerfield, WR 


Dangerfield earned plenty of 
respect during his first year with 
the Hilltoppers, leading the team 
with 69 reception: yards and 
11 touchdowns as a junior, The 
-pound juica transfer fi 
West Palin Beach, Fla., quick 
became the favorite targe 
quarterback Brendon Doughty 
O receptionsin the sea 


Doughty was the triggerman  EREES Metal 
s nite eld also helped Weste 

behind the nation’s sixth- Marts unrooted ss 

highest-scoring (44.4 ppg) ‘and undoubtedly impressed NFL 


offense. He led the nation 

in passing yards (4,830), TD 
passes (49) and was sixth in 
completion percentage (67.9). 
‘The least surprising player for 
WKU was tailback Leon Allen. 
Asa junior, he exploded for 1,542 rushing yards—18th best in the 
country. 

Jared Dangerfield (69 catches for 825 yards, 11'TDs) and Taywan 
‘Taylor (45, 767, 7) are the top wideouts. Tyler Higbee (15, 230, 4) 
will take over as the No. 1 tight end with Mitchell Henry gone. 

Western Kentucky’s defense was fifth worst in the nation in 
points allowed (39.9 per game) and sixth worst in yards allowed 
(509.9). The Hilltoppers were not big enough on the defensive line 
and were hurt by a lack of experience. They have nine returning 
starters and will add some bulk thanks to a few transfers. 

Junior-college defensive linemen Sidney Hammond and Omarius 
Bryant and former UAB defensive tackle Jontavious Morris should 
help. Two bright spots in the secondary were Wonderful Terry 
and Branden Leston. Terry scored three TDs—two interceptions 
and one on a fumble return. Leston had three interceptions in the 
Marshall game. 


out for 


scouts when he stretch 
an overtime touchdown grab while 
Keeping both feet inbounds ina 
67-66 win. 


If WKU's defense is merely average and the offense is status quo, 
the Hilltoppers will have a chance to win 10 games. 


2015 SPORTING NEWS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


QB Brandon Doughty (6-3, 216, Sr) 
RB Leom Alten (6-0, 235, Sr.) 

LT Forrest Lamp (6-4, 296, Jr) 
LG Brandon Ray (6-3, 285, So.) 

© Max Halpin (6-3, 295, Jr) 

RG_ Darrell Williams (6-6, 310, Jr.) 
RT Matt Nord (6-6, 309, Jr) 

TE Tyler Higbee (6-5, 233, Sr) 
WR Nicholas Norris (5-10, 175, Jr) 
WR. Taywan Taylor (6-1, 190, Jr) 
WR Jared Dangerfield (6-3, 200, Sr) 


DE Derik Overstreet (6-2, 250, $0.) 
DT Devante Terrell (6-0, 295, Jr) 
DT Bryan Shorter (6-2, 285, Sr) 

DE Gavin Rocker (6-2, 245, Sr.) 

LB Drew Davis (6-1, 215, Jr.) 

LB Nick Holt (6-1, 220, Sr.) 

LB Dejon Brown (6-3, 225, St.) 

CB Wonderful Terry(5-10, 180, Sr) 
CB Prince Charles werah (5-11, 193, Sr.) 
FS. Branden Leston (6:3, 215, Jr) 
SS Marcus Ward (6-3, 204, Jr) 


K Garrett Schwettman (5-11, 160, Sr.) 
P_ Joseph Occhipinti (6-3, 190, Jr) 
Sporting News Al-Ametcan 


+ Quin Jornighan, \\//) 4 = 
» Devon Quincy, 1 
* Aldwin Jackson, ci «== 


Helpis on the way fora Western 
Kentucky defense that ranked near 
the bottom nationally in rushing 
defense assecond-yearcoach 
Jeff Brohmsigneda classheavy 
onfront-seven bodies, including 
highly regarded in-state linebacker 
Devon Quincy (Lexington, Ky./ 
Lafayette), The Hilltoppers’ 
high-powered passing attack 
willbe reinforced by a group of 
big, physical pass catchers led by 
Quin Jernighan (6-3, 200 pounds) 
of LaVergne, Tenn.,and Andre 
‘Thomas-Cobb (6-3, 200) of Lehigh 
(Fla,) Acres, 


RADLEY LEEB/AP 


JOHNSCN-ALANDIAZ/ AP 


S-YEAR RECORD 


QB Gunnar Holcombe (6-3, 208, Jr) 
RB Devon Johnson (6-1, 246, Sr.) 

IT Sandley Jean-Felix (6-5, 309, So.) 
LG Sebastian Johansson (6-5, 292, Sr.) 
© Michael Setby (6-2, 276, 1) 

RG Cody Collins (6-1, 283, So.) 

RT Clint Van Horn (6-5, 295, Sr) 

TE Ryan Yurachek (6-3, 231, So.) 
WR. Davonte Allen (6-2, 201, Sr) 

WR Deon-Tay McManus (6-2, 228, So.) 
WR. Hyleck Foster (5-10, 191, So.) 


DE Joe Massaquol (6-5, 254, Jr) 
DT _Jarquez Samuel (6-4, 290, Sr.) 
DT Steve Dillon (6-4, 278, Sr) 

DE Gary Thompson (6-1, 258, Jr) 
LB D.J. Hunter (6-0, 209, Sr) 

LB Raltein Huskey (6-2, 218,50.) 
LB Stefan Houston (6-3, 215, Jr) 
€B Keith Baxter (6-0, 195, Se) 
€B_ Corey Tindal (5-9, 183, 4.) 
FS AJ Leggett (6-0, 198, J) 
SS Taj Letman (6-2, 189, Sr.) 


K Nick Smith (5-10, 168, So.) 
P Tyler Williams (6-0, 200, Sr.) 
Sporting News AlAmencan 


RECRUITING REPORT 


* Von Davis, = 
+ Delvin Weems, | 
» Channing Hames, ©! « 


The Conference USA champs 
reeledin their third consecutive 
top-ranked class in the conference. 
The Herd had success thiscycle 
in Florida, where they plucked 
‘comerback Von Davis (Mount 
Dora, Fla,/High), who held offers 
from schoolsin the SEC, ACC, Big 
Ten and Pac-12. Marshall isset to 
foseaton of production at running 
back after the 2015 season, so 
Tyrone (Ga_) Tucker High standout 
Delvin Weems (1,300 yards and 21 
TDsin.2014) was an important get 
at the position. 


Devon Johnson 


Conference USA champion Marshall came close to perfection. 
Marshall tied the league record for victories with 13 and finished 
No. 23 in the final Associated Press poll and No. 22 in the final 
Coaches Poll. 

Coach Doc Holliday, the league’s Coach of the Year, will return 
after he had been rumored for the Florida and Pittsburgh jobs. 

He received a six-year contract 
extension. 

The biggest void in the 
league will be replacing 
quarterback Rakeem Cato. He 
threw aTD pass in an NCAA- 
record 46 consecutive games. 
Cato threw 40 TD passes to 13 
interceptions and ended his 
career as the school’s all-time 
leader in completions and TD 
passes. He led an offense that 
was third in the FBS in scoring 
(45.6 ppg). 

Junior Gunnar Holcombe 
and Michael Birdsong (a James 
Madison transfer) are the 
early favorites to replace Cato. 
Holcombe saw limited action in 
nine games. At 6-3, he’s taller 
than Cato and he had a 41-yard 
run as a redshirt sophomore last year. Birdsong is 6-5 and played 
in eight games as a true freshman at James Madison. 

‘The star of the Marshall offense will be tailback Devon Johnson. 
He led the nation in yards per carry (8.6). He rushed for 1,767 
yards, which was sixth nationally and the second most in school 
history. 

Deon-Tay McManus is the top returning wide receiver. As a 
redshirt freshman, he caught 26 passes for 422 yards and six 
‘TDs. Davonte Allen (22 catches for 544 yards, 4 TDs) is also back. 
Incoming freshman Raylen Elzy is a player to watch. 

With the exception of the WKU game, Marshall's defense was 
stout all season, It ranked 18th in the nation in scoring (21 ppg). It 
will need to replace five all-conference player 

Linebacker DJ. Hunter and defensive back Corey Tindal return. 
Hunter was fourth on the team in tackles (80), had 10 tackles for 
a loss and 5.5 sacks. ‘Tindal was sixth in tackles with 73 and broke 
up 12 passes. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKEA 


Devon Johnson, RB 


at6rLan 
pounds, seems big for a running 


back, it's b 


use in the passing game. 


The quarterback position needs to be settled. But helped by the 
top incoming recruiting class in the conference, the Herd should 
be formidable by the end of the season. 


MARSHALL 


THUNDERING HEAD 


2015 SCHEDULE 


204 
DATE _OPPONENT RESULT 
Purdue 
sit @oHio 44g 
© NorfolState 
@KENTSTATE 
OldDominion 514 
0.2 SoutherMiss 6317 
(7 @FLORIOAATLANTIC 3516 
North Texas 
(3) @CHARLOTTE 
@MIDDLE TENNESSEE 


@LDACH 

John “Doc” Holliday 
Sixth year (40-25) 
Earerrecra40.25 


Chuck Heater third year) 


@ FAST FACTS 


2014 RECORD:13-1 


Follow Sporting News Yearbooks on Twitter @SN_Yrbks 


3Sb4 - WSN a2uasaju0D 


Conference USA - East 


UERA 


2015 SCHEDULE 
2014 


DATE OPPONENT RESULT 
3 Jackson State 

SD @ALABANA 

S15 Charlotte 

525 @ILUNOIS 

2 Vandestit 

(1\0) @WESTERN KENTUCKY 5047 
‘117, Forda international, m8 
(24 @LOUISIANATECH 

7 Masta 2449 
11) @FLORIOA ATLANTIC Bx) 
(121, North Texas 


i (a @uTSA 


> 
Rick Stockstill 


‘pthyear (57-55) 
Career record: 57-55 


Offensive coordinator: 
BustorFaulkner (fourth year) 


> 


2014RECORD: 6-6 
Stadium: Johnny ‘Red" Hoye 


SNTSU 
oto, Tenn, 


PROJECTED STANTENS 

® OFFENSE 

QB Austin Grammer (6-2, 205, Jr) 
RB Shane Tucker (6-0, 217, Jr) 

{7 Carlos Johnson (6-3, 303, Fr) 
1G Darius Johnson (6-3, 305, Sr) 
© Josh Chester (6-3, 305, Jr) 

RG Daniel Stephens (6-2, 303, Jr) 
RT Maurquice Shakir (6-3, 318, Jr) 
TE Sean Smith (6-7, 241, Fr) 

WR Ed’Marques Batties (6-0, 197, Sr.) 
WR Richie James (5-9, 170, Fr) 

WR. Terry Pettis (6-5, 232, Jr) 


BD DEFENSE 

DE Jahmal Jones (6-3, 238, So) 
DY Patrick McNeil (6-1, 320, Sr) 
DT Shaquille Huff (6-1, 320, Jr) 
DE Steven Rhodes (6-3, 256, Jr) 
LB Trey Watford (5-10, 202, St.) 
LB Cavellis Luckett (6-0, 254, Sr.) 
1B TT. Barber (6-1, 229, Sr) 

CB Jared Singletary (5-8, 173, Sr.) 
CB Jamarcus Howard (6-0, 185. Sr.) 
FS Xavier Walker (6-4, 212, 51.) 
$8 Kevin Byard (5-11, 226, Sr) 


B SPECIALISTS 

K Cody Clark (6-1, 180, Jr.) 

Trevor Owens (6-2, 205, Fr) 
‘Spoting News A-Amencan 


MIDDLE TENNESSEE 


ny 


For the second time in three 
years, Middle Tennessee was left 
out of the bow! picture in 2014. 

‘The Blue Raiders finished 
in second place in the East— 
ahead of WKU, which they 
beat—but the league has a rule 
that a seven-win team must 
receive a bow! invite before a 
six-win team. Middle should 
bea contender again. It has 16 
starters back-eight on offense, 
eight on defense. 

The Middle Tennessee attack 
revolved around what was the 
30th-best rushing offense (213.8 
yards per game) in the nation. 
Jordan Parker and Shane Tucker 
should get a heavier workload. 
Parker was second on the team, 
in rushing (546 yards) and 
‘Tucker (486) third, Tucker is a 
versatile back, leading Middle 
with 12 total TDs. He also had 25 
catches for 351 yards, 

Austin Grammer's first 
year as a starter was solid. As 
asophomore, he passed for 
2,557 yards and 17 touchdowns 
and rushed for 442 yards and 
six scores. Grammer was also 
accurate, completing 65.4 
percent of his passes-17th best 
in the nation, 

Grammer’s top returning 
wide receiver is Ed'Marques 
Batties (45 catches, 474 yards, 

3 TDs). 

Middle’s defense struggled. 
‘The Blue Raiders fell from 
eighth in a 14-team league to 
third worst in terms of total 
yards given up (452.2 per game). 

Senior linebacker 'T.T, Barber 
led Middle in tackles (72), 
including 7.5 tackles for loss, a 
sack, two interceptions and two 
forced fumbles. All-conference 
safety Kevin Byard tied for the 
league lead in interceptions 
with six and added 66 tackles, 


WIMIMUNE Middle Tennessee 
has won at least five 
conference games in the past 
three seasons. With several 
returnees, the Blue Raiders 
should contend in the East— 
especially if they can fix their 
defensive woes. 
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OLO DOMINION 


iM MONARCHS 


2015 SCHEDULE 

2014 
DATE _oPPoneyT est 
5 @EASTERNMICHIGAN 13 
SUP NovfokState 
‘SW NC State 6 
5.28 Appalachianstate 
D2 @MARSHALL 1496 
1) Chartote 
1.24 @FLORIOAINTERNATIONAL — 3-35 
119), Westerkentcky 5188 
Hh @UISR 
ul rer 4 
112) @ SOUTHERN Mss 
1020 Florida antic 128 


> 
Bobby Wilder 


hiyean( 


Defensivecoordinator: 
Rich Nagy (third year) 


> 


2014 RECORD: 6-6 
Foreman Field ( 
444 
Site:Norfolk, Va 
Website: cdiisports.com 
Twitter: @00UFootball 


PROJECTED STANTENS 

@D OFFENSE 

QB Shuler Bentley (6-1, 209, Fr) 
RB Ray Lawry (5-10, 205, So.) 

LT Connor Mewbourne (6-4, 287, 5.) 
LG Tyler Fisher (6-3, 323, Jr) 

© EliKessner (6-2, 300, S0,) 

RG Tyler Burns (6-6, 370, Sr.) 

RT Darius Garcia (6-3, 311, So.) 

WR Zach Pascal (6-2, 217, Jn) 

WR David Washington (6-3, 209, J.) 
WR. Marques Little (5-9, 180, So.) 
WR Biair Roberts (6-2, 203, Sr) 


D DEFENSE 

DE Poncho Barnwell (6-4, 270, Sr) 
DT Rashaad Coward (6-5, 297, Jt.) 
DT Bunmi Rotimi (6-4, 283, So.) 
DE Oshane Ximines (6-3, 239, Fr.) 
LB Richard Thomas (6-0, 227, Jr) 
LB TIRicks (6-0, 226, Jr) 

LB Martez Simpson (6-1, 222, Sr) 
CB Devon Brown (5-11, 180, Jr) 
CB Lawrence Holley (6-2, 205, Fr.) 
FS Justice Davila (6-0, 191, So.) 
‘88 Fellonte Misher (6-2, 214, Sr.) 


B SPECIALISTS 

K Satchel Ziffer (6-4, 206, Jr.) 

P Jarrett Cervi (6-1, 219, So.) 
Sporting Neves lk meric 


Old Dominion exceeded 
expectations in its inaugural 
season in C-USA, The Monarchs, 
picked fifth in the East, finished 
ina three-way tie for third. They 
won their final three games with 
close victories against Florida 
International, Louisiana 'Tech 
and Florida Adantic, Their 30-27 
overtime upset of Louisiana Tech 
was one of the league's bigger 
stunners, 

Replacing quarterback Taylor 
Heinicke will be difficult. He was 
second in the league in passing 
yards per game (289.7), tied 
for third in TD passes (30) and 
fourth in completion percentage 
(63.2). He might be replaced 
by redshirt freshman Shuler 
Bentley, who was rated a four- 
star recruit by 247Sports. 

Bentley will compete for the 
job along with juco transfer Joey 
Verhaegh. The Monarchs’ top 
weapon is tailback Ray Lawry, 
the 2014 C-USA Freshman of the 
Year. He rushed for 947 yards 
and 16 touchdowns. Lawry led 
all Division 1 freshmen with 7.1 
yards per carry. 

‘The Monarchs bring back 
three of their top four receivers. 
Zach Pascal was second on the 
team with 59 receptions for 743 
yards and seven touchdowns~all 
career bests. David Washington, 
a converted quarterback, had 
47 receptions for 599 yards and 
four touchdowns. 

Old Dominion's defense was 
second worst in the league in 
points allowed (38 per game) and 
their rushing defense was the 
worst (222.5 yards per game). 
‘Their 18 sacks were also second 
fewest. Linebacker TJ Ricks 
looks like an emerging star. The 
junior is the team’s top returning 
tackler (80). He also had seven 
tackles for a loss and 2.5 sacks 
and forced a league-high four 
fumbles. Senior end Poncho 
Barnwell (34 tackles, 3.5 sacks) 
made an immediate impact as a 
juco transfer, 


‘{/UMINE Without Heineke, 
the Monarchs may take a step 
back this year, 


{OVENS NATI HARK / AP 


B FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
SED 


‘The Ron Turner Experience continues 
in Miami. The Panthers improved to 4-8 in 
2014 after going 1-11 in his first season. In 
I seasons as a college head coach, Turner 
has had only three winning seasons, the 
Jast one coming in 2001 at Illinois. 

Quarterback 


Alex McGough O05 SC 
sereaalltar 2015 SCHEDULE 
one game as nes 

a freshman. 512 @INDIANA 
McGough passed 5.19 worthcarolna Central 
for 1,680 yards 520 @LOUISIANATECH 
and 14'TDs with 0.3. @MASSACHUSETTS 
1Ointerceptions, "UTEP 

He threw three, GMODLETEWESStE 
TD passes in the 9.) grionnaariavne 
biggest win of the 4) charlotte 
season—a 38-28 (0 @MARSHALL 
home victory (UL WesternKentucky 
over Middle 

Tennessee. 


Sophomore Alex Gardner rushed for 582 
yards before missing the final four games 
due to injury. He set a school freshman 
record with 138 yards against Wagner and 
became the program’s first freshman to 
notch multiple 100-yard rushing games. 
All-Conference USA tight end Jonnu Smith 
led the Panthers in receptions (61), yards 
(710) and TD catches (8). 

‘The defense helped keep FIU 
competitive. The Panthers ranked 35th 
in the nation in total defense (363.8 yards 
per game), They ranked second in the FBS 
in fumble recoveries (19) and defensive 
‘TDs (6) and fifth in turnovers forced (33). 
But they lost defensive coordinator Josh 
Conklin to the same position at Pittsburgh. 

Defensive back Richard Leonard 
scored three defensive touchdowns-tied 
for second most in the nation. He also 
recovered four fumbles, including a 
100-yarder against Florida Atlantic. The 
all-conference cornerback and punt 
returner has scored six TDs in his career. 
Leonard is returning for his senior year 
after considering a jump to the NFL. 


> ‘2014 RECORD: 4-8 


Coach: Ron Turner (Thin 
Careerrecord: 


Offensive coordinator: ier (third year) 


Defensivecoordinator: se (ustyeat) 


‘Stadium: 
Tickets: 305, 


dium (20,00) 


5 FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
Lowes J 


Charlie Partridge’s first season as 
coach at FAU was a struggle. The Owls 
were competitive at home, winning 
games over Tulsa, UTSA and Western. 
Kentucky. But they went 0-7 on the 
road and were outscored 255-96 away 
from home. 


The Owls 7015SCHEDULE 
have six 
returning waa 
startersOn 61) jgani(fa) 
offense and six Buffalo 
on defense. 28 @ CHARLOTTE 
Quarterback — 0 Rice 
Jaquez Johnson — if Marshall 
wasthe 2013, 1" UIP 
Conk (03) Pod nerational 
see ° @WesTERNKENTUCKY 
USA Newcomer 55. iid emnessee 
ofthe Year.He 4) @RLORDA 
wasn't quite ‘22 @OLDDOMINION 
as effective 


running the ball, gaining 513 rushing 
yards and seven scores compared to 772 
and 10 TDs in 2013. Johnson, however, 
was a more efficient passer, throwing 
for 2,215 yards with 17 touchdowns and 
five interceptions. 
Florida Atlantic will be counting 
on wide receivers Jenson Stoshak (37 
catches, 508 yards) 
and Kalib Woods (16. 
223) to contribute 
more. Junior-college 
tight end Chandler 
“7 Dexter could also 
play a significant role. 
‘The defensive line 

could be a strength. 

‘The Owls will have 
‘Trevon Coley, Brandin Bryant and Trey 
Hendrickson up front. Hendrickson led 
the team in sacks (5) and was second in 
tackles for loss (10). Coley was second in 
sacks (4). Bryant will be returning from 
a knee injury that limited him to five 
games. The secondary will be keyed by 
cornerback Cre’von LeBlanc, who had 
two picks last year. 


> 2014 RECORD: 3-9 


Coach: Charlie 

Career Recor 

Offensive coordinator: 
Defensivecoordinator: foc 


| CHARLOTTE 
GE 


Welcome to big-time football. After two 
seasons as an FCS independent, the 49ers 
are finally in the FBS as a C-USA member. 
Charlotte started its football program in 
2013 and has been slowly and steadily 


building toward this moment. 

Coach Brad 
Lambert will have 2015 SCHEDULE 
nine starters back FAP, 
on offense, led by Eee TE 
quarterback Matt <), Presbyterian 
Johnson. Johnson — 5) @MippveTENNESSEE 
started the first 5.28 rida Atlantic 
eight games of Ut Temple 
Jast season until Pi — 
missing the rest 
ofthe year with () Srommtuneuet 
aknee injury.As ys rsa 
asophomore, 4) @xeNTucKy 
Johnson passed Wh @RICE 
for 1,941 yards 


and 13 TDs with eight interceptions. He 

could be challenged for the job, though, 
by junior Lee MeNeill, who played in his 
absence last year, and redshirt freshman 


Brooks Barden, a former three-star recruit. 


Wide receiver should be a position 
of strength. Slot receiver Austin Duke 
enjoyed a breakthrough season in 2014 
with 79 catches for 1,373 yards and nine 
scores. He should continue to be an 
impact player at the FBS level. The 49ers 
will add University of Georgia transfer 
Uriah LeMay, who sat out last season, The 
6-2, 197-pounder had been rated as high 
as a four-star recruit coming out of prep 
power Butler High in Charlotte. 

Atrunning back, Kalif Phillips, who 
rushed for 1,436 yards and 20 TDs last 
season, could contend for all-conference 
honors. 

‘The 49ers have eight starters back on 
defense and will be bolstered by three 
players coming back from injury: inside 
linebackers Caleb Clayton-Molby and Nick 
Cook and lineman Devon Johnson, who 
missed all of last year with an Achilles 
injury. 


? 2014 RECORD: 5-6 


Coach:BradLan 
Career Reco 
Offensive coordinator: Jeff Mullen (third year) 

Defensivecoordinator:Matt Wallorstadt(trst year) 


rt (Third year, 10-12) 
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2015 SCHEDULE 


DATE. | OPPONENT 
55 Southern 

50. @WESTERN KENTUCKY 
S18 @KANSAS STATE 
5,26 Florida international 
0.8 Louisiana 

10 @UTSA 

‘(OAT @MISSISSIPPI STATE 
0.0 Middle Tennessee 
0.00 @RICE 

07 North Texas. 

40) @UTEP 

(120 Southern Miss 


@ COACH 


Skip Holtz 
Thirdyear (13.13 
Careerreco 
Offensivecoordinator: 
Tony Petersen (third year) 


Oefensivecoordinator: 
istyeat) 


@ FAST FACTS 


5 


5040 


Louisiana Tech made a sizable jump in Skip Holtz’s second 
season, The Bulldogs were the fifth-most improved team in the 
FBS after going 4-8 in 2013. Picked to finish fourth in the West, 
they won the division by two games before falling to Marshall in 
the C-USA title game. The Bulldogs rebounded to beat Illinois in 
the Heart of Dallas Bowl, earning the third postseason victory in 


school history. 

‘This must have been 
extremely satisfying for Holtz, 
who was fired from South 
Florida in December 2012. 
Louisiana Tech lost defensive 
coordinator Manny Diaz to 
Mississippi State. Safeties coach 
Blake Baker was promoted to 
take Diaz's place. 

Former Florida quarterback 
Jeff Driskel will be among the 
most watched transfers in 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 
Jeff Driskel, OB 


Driskel hada rough go of it 
last year as Florida’s starting 
quarterback, getting benched In 
favor of freshman Treon Harris 


more than once durin 
half of the year, But the 
etransfer Wil havea solid 


the nation. Driskel, 
quarterback recruit 
class of 2011, took considerable 
heat for the Gators’ offensive 
failings in recent years. 

Tech's senior tailback, 
Kenneth Dixon, is a 
touchdown waiting to happen. Dixon was the only FBS player to 
score in every game and became the first C-USA player to score at 
least one in 14 games in a season. Dixon finished with 28 TDs (22 
rushing, 6 receiving)—third in the nation and second most ever in 
league play. 

Tech’s success was built on defense. The Bulldogs forced the 
most turnovers in the nation with 42. They were 34th in the FBS 
in yards allowed (362.5 per game) and 38th in points allowed 
(24.7). Their most impressive outing was when they completely 
stifled WKU in a 59-10 rout. They forced five turnovers and picked 
off Brandon Doughty four times. 

Baker has some good pieces that should help keep the 
Bulldogs on top. Junior safety Xavier Woods was a first-team 
all-conference selection. He had six interceptions-tied for the 
Jeague lead-including a 69-yard return for a score. His 230 yards 
in interception return yardage set a C-USA record. Fellow safety 
Kentrell Brice (86 stops) and Woods (71) are back as the team's 
two top tacklers, 


At Florida, Driskel played with considerable pressure. At 
Louisiana Tech, he just needs to fit in. If the Bulldogs defense 
remains strong and Dixon continues to score, they should be the 
team to beat in the West. 
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QB. Jeff Driskel (6-4.234, Sr) 
RB_ Kenneth Dixon (5-10, 212, $1.) 
UT Jens Danietsen (6-4, 283, St.) 
LG David Mahaffey (5-4, 310, Jr.) 
© Kirby Wixson (6-4, 325, Sr) 
RG Joseph Brunson (5-4, 302, Jr) 
RT Josh Robinson (6-2, 301, Sr.) 
WR Trent Taylor (5-8, 175, J) 
WR. Carlos Henderson (5-11, 185, So.) 
WR Conner Smith (6-3, 201, Jr) 
WR Paul Turner (5-11, 190, Sr.) 


DE Deldrick Canty (6-2, 250, S0.) 
DT Tyler Porter (5-11, 318, Si 
DT Vernon Butler (6-3, 309, Sr.) 
DE Vontarrius Dora (5-4, 253, Sr) 
LB Beau Fitte (6-0, 217, Sr) 

LB Nick Thomason (6-1, 237, Sr.) 
LB C.J, Cleveland (6-1, 197, Sr.) 
CB Bryson Abraham 174, St.) 
CB Adairius Barnes (5-11, 186, Sr.) 
S$ Kentrell Brice (5-11, 198, Sr.) 

S Xavier Woods (5-11, 188, Jr.) 


K Jonathan Barnes (5-9, 168, So.) 
P Logan McPherson (5-20, 177, Jr.) 
Sporting News At Anavicon 


RECRUITING HEPOR) ees. 


mar 
snannine 

* Johnny Shaw, 5 # * © 

» Rashid Bonnette, 1)\ = 

+ J'Mar Smith, 


The quarterback or the 2015 
season might have arrived via 
transfer from Florida in the form 

of former five-star prospect Jeff 
Driskel, but one of the headliners for 
the incoming classis.J’Mar Smith. 
Theson of former Alabama and 
NFL defensive end Kenny Smith 
couldbe Tech's QB of the future, 
Confererice USA's No. 3-ranked 
class included multiple three-star 
talents from Texas, Louisiana, 
Mississippi and Arkansas. Safety 
Johnny Shaw was ccmmitted to 
TCUand Texas at various points in 
the process beforesigning with the 
Bulldogs. 


Ei 
8 


E 


ONS GREG 


tr 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Driphus Jackson (6-0, 210, Sr) 
RB Jowan Davis 5-7, 200, Jr) 

UT Brandon Dawkins (6-7, 310, Ir) 
LG Kenneth Thompson (6-4, 285, So) 
© Spencer Stanley (6-3, 290, Jc) 
RG Andrew Reve (6-5, 295, Sr.) 
AT Coleb Williams (6-3, 295, 5) 
TE Robby Wels! (6-6, 250, J) 
WR Zach Wright (6-1, 200, Jr) 
WR Dennis Parks (6-2, 200, Sr.) 
WR Darrion Pollard (5-8, 190, Jr) 


DE Brian Womac (6-3, 240, So.) 
DT Cody Henessee (6-2, 265, Jr) 
NT RossWinship (6-4, 290, Sr) 
DE Connor Johnson (6-2, 240,50, 
LB Alex tyons (6-0, 225, Jn) 

LB Nick Uretsky (6-0, 225, 50) 
BJT. Blasingame (5-9, 175, 1) 
£B_ Ryan Pollard (5-8, 175, St) 

FS Garrett Fuhrman (5-8, 190, r) 
S_ Destri White (6-0, 205, So.) 
$ _ V.Banks (6-1, 185, 50) 


K Anthony Price (5:7, 180, 50) 
P- James Farrimond (6-0, 220, Sr.) 


Sporting News At meron 
RECRUITING REPORT =ectoscrcars 
mar 
inva 
» Zach Abercrumbia, 7 
* Carl Thompson, 7 
+ ST Granato, 
Rice's 2015 recruiting lass 


boastsa pair of disruptive defensive 
tackles in Zach Abercrumbia and 
Carl Thompson who held more 
than 30 offers between them from 
programsin the ACC, Big Ten, Big 
12, Pac12and SEC, Quarterback JT 
Granato made headiines following 
his commitment to the Owlsafter 
they senta recruitingletter to his 
cat, butthe heady signal-caller’s 
9,000 passing yards and 81 TD 
passes over three seasonshelped 
make hima target worthy of 
creative recruiting tactics, 


Rice wasn’t able to repeat as league champion or win the West 
Division. The Owls still enjoyed a solid season and have made 
three straight bowl trips after defeating Fresno State 30-6 in the 


Hawaii Bowl. 


‘These Owls will find out how good they are early. After the 


season opener at home against Wagner, they will have three 


straight road games (Texas, North Texas and Baylor) and will 
return home against Western Kentucky. 


DIFFERENCE-MAK 


Alex Lyons, LB 


is the Owls’ leading 
(71) and is the 
mong the six 
players who had more than 40 
tackles, His emergence from 
backup to defensive leader in 2014 
showed that uptick 
added 
225-pound 
Junior wi hisskills and 
Increase his importance to the team 
ield more 
this year, he had five tackles for 
loss, three sacks and three hur 


Last year, Rice amassed 
5,190 yards of total offense, the 
fourth-highest single-season 
total in school history. Senior 
quarterback Driphus Jackson 
was the Hawaii Bowl MVP after 
setting a school bowl record 
with 318 passing yards and 
tying the record with three 
‘TD passes. In terms of pass 
efficiency, Jackson was third in 
the league (148.9) behind top 
guns Brandon Doughty (WKU) 
and Rakeem Cato (Marshall), 
He threw 24 TD passes to eight 
interceptions, completing 57.7 
percent of his throws. 

Rice has plenty of rushing 
options. Jowan Davis (956 
yards, 6 TDs), Darik Dillard 
(652, 11) and Jackson (401, 1) 


can run the ball. That bodes well considering the Owls had the 
third-most rushing attempts in the league (571). 


Rice finished with a league-high 39 sacks. Its three si 


icks per 


game were 13th in the nation. The Owls, however, lose their top 
three leading sack specialists, All-conference end Brian Nordstrom 


(7.5 sacks 


5 tackles for a loss), an Academic All-American, had 


a year of eligibility remaining but left to enter the business world. 
All-reshman Team member Graysen Schantz will be counted 

on to do more at defensive end, Linebacker Alex Lyons hopes 

to build on strong sophomore season, He led the Owls with 71 

tackles, including a career-best 10 at Marshall. He was also a star 


on special teams. 


Rice needs to fill some holes on defense. The Owls will go as far 


as Jackson takes them. 


DANE 


2015 SCHEDULE 
om 
sare orrouent veatts 
‘Wagner 
12 @TEXAS 
S10 @NORTH TEXAS Aya 
5.26 @BAYLOR 
0.) Western Kentucky 
(0 @FLORIDAATLANTIC 
018 Amy M2 
0.90 Louisiana Tech 36 
‘6 @UTEP ogy 
4 Southern Miss M23 
J Ws 


@ COACH 
David Bailiff 


Ninth year (48-53) 
Careerrecord:69-68 


Offensive coordinators: 
LarryEdmondson (second year) 
Billylynch (second year) 
Defensive coordinat 

CChiis Thurmond (fourth year) 


@FASTFACTS 


8-5, 


ston 
icoowls.com 
iceFoatballt 


Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/SNVYearbooks 
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2015 SCHEDULE 

704 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT 
SS G@ARKANSAS 
‘S12 @TEXASTECH BO 
50) @NEWMExICOSTATE 0m 
50 Incarnate Word 
9 UTsA 40 
(1.0 @FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
020 Florida Alani 
0.2) @SOUTHERN Miss eu 
NW Rice 1331 
i) @oLo DOMINION 2% 
2 Lousiana Tech 355 
20 @NoRTH TEXAS is 


> 
Sean Kugler 


Patrick Higgin 
Defensive coordinator: 
Scott Stoker (third year) 


> 


2014RECORD:7-6 


QB Mack Leftwich (5-10, 190, So.) 
RB Aaron Jones (5-10, 185, Jr.) 
FB. Darrin Lavfasa (6-1, 235, Jr) 
UT Chris Thummet (6-4, 280, So.) 
16 WillHernandez(6-3, 320, So.) 
© EricLee (6-1, 295, 5.) 

RG Chris Thomas (6-4, 315, Jr.) 
RT Jerame Daniels (6-3, 295, Jr) 
TE M.J.McFarland (6-5, 250, Sr.) 
WR Cole Freytag (6-2, 195, Jr.) 

WR Tyler Batson (6-0, 195, So.) 

@® DEFENSE 

DE Nick Usher (6-3, 235, Jr) 

DT Alex Villareal (6-4, 300, 5) 
NT GinoBresolin (6-2, 285, Jr) 
DE Roy Robertson-Harris(6-7, 255, Sr) 
18 Jimmy Musgrave (6-0, 240, Sr) 


| LB Alvin Jones (5-11, 215, 50.) 


| €B_ Traun Roberson (6-0, 195, Sr.) 
8 Ishmael Harrison (6-0, 195, Sr.) 
FS Devin Cockrell (5-11, 190, Jr.) 
$$ _LaQuintus Dowell (5-10, 205, Sr.) 
DB Adrian Hynson (5-10, 185, Fr.) 
® SPECIALISTS 

Jay Mattox (6-0, 185, Jr.) 

Jay Mattox (6-0, 185, Jr) 


poring teva Aver 


UTEP was one of the 
biggest shockers in C-USA 
last season. The Miners, 
picked last in the West, had 
their first winning campaign 
in nine years, They went 
from 2-10 to one of the 
biggest turnarounds in 
the FBS. They reached the 
Gildan New Mexico Bowl, 


where they lost to Utah State. 


Now comes the hard 
part for coach Sean Kugler: 
sustaining the success. 

The offense will center 
around tailback Aaron Jones. 
He rushed for 1,321 yards 
and scored 14 touchdowns 
(11 rushing). Jones was 24th 
in the nation in rushing 
yards per game (110.1). 
UTEP will need to finda 
new quarterback to replace 
Jameill Showers. Mack 
Leftwich (5-10, 190 pounds) 
started the final four games 
of 2013 as a freshman but 
redshirted last year. On 
the other end of the height 
spectrum at QB is 6-7 Garrett 
Simpson, who saw action in 
three games. 

The Miners picked up 
University of Texas transfer 
MJ. McFarland at tight end. 
As a graduate student, he is 
eligible to play immediately. 
He started four games last 
season with the Longhorns, 
with 11 catches for 53 yards 
and two touchdowns. 

UTEP has seven returning 
Starters on a defense that 
ranked 15th nationally in 
passing yards allowed (191.2 
per game). Lineman Roy 


Robertson-Harris was a force. 


He led the team in tackles 
for loss (9.5), sacks (3.5) and 
forced fumbles (4). Defensive 
back Devin Cockrell was 
third on the team with 52 
tackles, third in tackles for 
loss (7.0), had two sacks and 
an interception. 


WTWUNE IrUTEP’s 
defense can keep the team in 
games, the Miners will have 


a chance. 
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U SOUTHERN MISS 
Io OLOEN EAGLES 


2015 SCHEDULE 

2044 
DATE OPPONENT 1 
55 Mississippi State 048 
S02 AustinPeay 
Sup @TEXASSTATE 
£20, @NEBRASKA 
09 NorthTexas 3020 
2 @MaRSHALL 163 
oN) OTSA on 
028 @CHARLOTTE 
on Umer 1435 
ft @RICE Ba) 
12) OldDominion 
1.28, @LOUISIANA TECH 231 


Careerrecord: 4-2 
Offensive coordinator: 
Chip Lindsey (secone year 


Defensivecoordi 


PROJECTED STNAVERS 

BD OFFENSE 

QB Nick Mullens (6-1, 196, Jr.) 
RB {to Smith (5-9, 182, So.) 

FB Daythan Davis (6-1, 228, So) 
LT Rashod Hill (6-6, 302, Sr) 
UG Brandon Farmer (6-2, 308, Jr) 
© Cameron Tom (6-4, 287, Jr) 
RG Devin Farrior (6-4, 304,50.) 
RT Norman Price (6-4, 321, Sr.) 
WR Marquise Ricard (6-2, 192, Jr) 
WR Michael Thomas (6-1, 186, Sr.) 
WR Casey Martin (5-10, 175, St) 


DE Michael Smith (6-4, 277, Sr) 
DT Draper Riley (6-4, 289, So.) 
DT Rod Crayton (6-1, 287, 50,) 

DE Dylan Bradley (6-1. 265, Jr) 

LB Brian Anderson (5-10, 248, Sr) 
18 Elijah Parker (6-2, 208, J.) 

LB Terrick Wright (6-2, 228, Sr) 

CB Picasso Nelson J. (5-10, 187, So) 
(8 Kalan Reed (5-11, 191, 5r) 

DB Comell Armstrong (5-11, 175, So.) 
s 

® 

x 

P 


D’Nerius Antoine (6-0, 231, Jr) 


SPECIALISTS 
Kewin Nielsen (5-10, 182, Sr.) 
‘Tyler Sarrazin (6-3, 204, Je) 
Sporting News Al-Amercon 


Could this be the season 
that Southern Miss makes the 
jump back to respectability? 
The Golden Eagles were 12-2 
in Larry Fedora’s final season 
in 2011 and were ranked in 
both Top 25 polls. Since then, 
the program went winless 
under Ellis Johnson in 2012 
and has a grand total of four 
victories in Todd Monken’s 
two seasons. 

This season, the Golden 
Eagles will have 10 returning 
starters on offense and some 
key pieces back on defense, 

Quarterback Nick Mullens 
showed some improvement 
as a sophomore. After being 
named to the 2013 Conference 
USA All-Freshman team, last 
year Mullens passed for 2,470 
yards with 12 touchdowns 
to nine interceptions. Watch 
out for TCU transfer Tyler 
Matthews. He sat out last 
season after leaving the 
Horned Frogs but was a four- 
star recruit out of high school. 

Southern Miss has two 
promising starting receivers. 
Michael Thomas (41 catches, 
592 yards, 5 TDs) and Casey 
Martin (55, 531, 2) were both 
All-Conference USA honorable 
mention, In the backfield, the 
top four rushers are back, led 
by Ito Smith (536 yards). 

‘This unit suffered a loss 
when defensive tackle Rakeem 
Nunez-Roches declared for 
the NFL Draft with a year of 
eligibility remaining. That's 
a blow for a defense that 
was already giving up 35.4 
points per game. Defensive 
back Cornell Armstrong was 
a member of the league's All- 
Freshman Team. He had four 
pass breakups and recovered 
a fumble, Cornerback Kalan 
Reed tied for the team lead in 
interceptions (2) and led the 
team with nine passes broken 
up. 


WHINE Southern Miss 
should be improved. Will that 
mean five victories or seven? 
It’s tough to say. 


NOATHTEXAS 
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2015 SCHEDULE 

2014 
DATE_OPPONENT SULT 
S17 @SMU A 
510) Rice mat 
5.26 @IOWA 
O. @SOUTHERN MISS 030 
010 Portland State 
(0) Western Kentucky 
0.2) @MARSHALL 
03 UTSA 14 
‘2 @LOUISIANATECH mad 
U0) TENNESSEE 
021 @MIODLE TENNESSEE 
ah UTEP 1135 
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xthyeat) 
Defensive coordinate 
hn 
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2014 RECORD:4-8 
Staulium: Apogee Stadium (80,850) 
Tickets: 800-86: 


ijreensports.comt 
leanGreenkB 


PROJECTED STARTERS 

B® OFFENSE 

QB Andrew McNulty (6-1, 209, Sr) 
B_ Antoinne Jimmerson (5-9, 222, 5) 
UT Michael anogu (6-5, 282, Sr.) 
LG Sam Rice (6-4, 302, Jr) 

© Kaydon Kirby (6-3, 329, Jr) 

RG Brian Ochs (6-4, 300, Jr) 

RT Micah Thompson (6-4, 310, Sr.) 
TE Marcus Smith (6-4, 247, Sr) 
WR Turner Smiley (6-0, 185, 50) 
WR Carlos Harris (5-8, 183, Sr) 
WR Darvin Kidsy (6-0, 182, Jr) 


BD DEFENSE 

DE Jarrian Roberts (6-2, 240, Jr) 
DT Austin Orr (6-4, 277, St) 

DT Sir Calvin Wallace (6-2, 296, Jr.) 
DE Chad Polk (6-0, 231, Sr) 

LB Calvin Minor (6-3, 219, So.) 

LB Fred Scott (5-11, 238, Jr) 

LB Blake Bean (6-1, 218, Sr) 

CB Kenny Buyers (5-11, 186, Sr) 
CB Jamal Marshall (6-3, 203, St.) 
FS Kishawn McClain (5-11, 193, 50.) 
$$ John Schilteci (6-0, 200, J) 


BD SPECIALISTS 

K Trevor Moore (5-11, 175, $0.) 

P  EricKeena (6-2, 170, Jn) 
Sporting News Alamein 


North Texas has been up and 
down in recent seasons. In 2012, 
the Mean Green went 4-8. The 
following season, they improved 
to 9-4 and then came last year’s 
clunker. After opening up 2-2, 
UNT’s lone conference victories 


came against the Florida schools. 
‘The Mean Green's worst loss was 


a 56-21 beatdown at UAB. 
The Mean Green must 


contend with a difficult schedule. 


In conference, North Texas 

will play Western Kentucky, 
Marshall, Middle Tennessee 

and Louisiana Tech. Out of 
conference, the Mean Green will 
visit lowa and Tennessee. North 


‘Texas will have five home games, 


but only one in November. 

‘The quarterback position was 
a revolving door last season. 
Andrew McNulty started the 


final six games and is the leading 


returning passer in terms of 
yards (1,295), but he threw six 
TDs to seven interceptions last 
season as a junior. Junior Josh 
Greer started the first three 
games and sophomore Dajon 
Williams also started three last 
season, Redshirt freshman 
Connor Means and juco transfer 
Damarcus Smith will also 
compete for the job. 

Another big problem could 
be the offensive line, which lost 


four starters, Only center Kaydon 


Kirby returns. 

North Texas has anew 
defensive coordinator in 
Chris Gosh, who has been a 
coordinator for 16 of his 30 
coaching seasons with stops 
at Kansas State, Maryland, 
South Carolina, Michigan State 
and Illinois. In the secondary, 
the Mean Green expects to 
get immediate impacts from 
former UAB player Jaki Moore 
asa transfer and junior-college 
newcomer James Gray, Senior 
end Chad Polk (5.5 sacks) is the 
best returnee on defense. 


‘WMUME North Texas could 
be improved, But with so many 


unknowns and a tough schedule, 


it'll be a challenge to have a 
better record. 


UTSA 


AOADALUN 


2015 SCHEDULE 


aTE_opronenT nisuit 
Sa ARIZONA BB 
G12 Kansas tate 

510 @OKLAHOMASTATE ea 
5.26, Colorado Stato 

D3 @UTEr 034 
00 Louisiana Tech ma 
(7 @SOUTHERNMISS 1240 
(0.31 @NORTH TEXAS 3401 
{7 Old Dominion 

1) @CHARLOTTE 

Nat Ree mm 
128 Middle Tennessee 


> 
Larry Coker 


Fifth year (23-28) 
Careerrecord:83-28 


Offensive coordinator: 
Kavin Brown (fourth year) 


Antonio. 
goiitsa,com 
Twitter: @UTSAFTBL 


PADJECTED STANTERS 

@® OFFENSE 

QB Blake Bogenschutz (6-1, 180, Fr.) 
TB Jarveon Williams (5:9, 200, Jr) 
UT Reed Darragh (6-4, 290, So.) 

LG Cody Cole (6-5, 290, So) 

© Juan Perez (6-2, 270,50) 

RG William Cavanaugh (6-1, 310, 5) 
RT Jordan Gray (6-2, 260, Sr) 

TE David Morgan I (6-8, 250, Sr.) 
WR Kenny Bias 6-1, 180, Sr.) 

WR Kerry Thomas. (6-0, 200, 50) 
WR Aaron Grubb (5-8, 170, Sr.) 


BD DEFENSE 

DE Marcus Davenport (6-6, 215, So.) 
DT BrianPrice 6-3, 310, Sr) 

DT Vontrett King-Williams (6-2, 325, Jr) 
DE Jason Neill (6-2, 260, Sr) 

1B Drew Douglas (6-1, 230, Sr) 

LB Marcos Curry (5-11, 210, So.) 

CB Bennett Okotcha (6-0, 195, Sr.) 
£8 Trevor Baker (6-2, 195, Sr) 

S Michaet Egwuagu (6-0, 215, Jr) 
S Mauricio Sanchez (6-0, 200, Sr.) 
S _ Nate Gaines (6-2, 175, So.) 


D SPECIALISTS 
K Daniel Portillo (6-0, 170, So.) 
P Yannis Routsas (6-4, 195, Fr.) 


Sporting News Al-Amesicon 
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‘The Roadrunners were 
supposed to be a C-USA. 
contender last season but 
never recovered from a 1-4 
league start and a flurry of 
quarterback injuries. They 
couldn’t score (17.1 ppg, 
tied for seventh worst in the 
nation). Texas-San Antonio 
will be in full rebuilding 
mode after losing 36 seniors. 

‘This was by far Larry 
Coker’s worst season for the 
start-up football program 
that began as an FCS 
independent in 2011. Now 
in their third season in the 
league, the Roadrunners will 
try to develop for the long 
term. They have only six 
returning starters. 

Michigan transfer Russell 
Bellomy, a graduate student 
and a Texas native, is eligible 
immediately. Bellomy barely 
played at Michigan but he 
still likely will be a significant 
upgrade for one of the worst 
passing offenses in the 
nation, The Roadrunners 
were near the bottom of 
the FBS with seven TD 
passes. Redshirt freshman 
Blake Bogenschutz and 
sophomore Austin Robinson 
(4 starts) will also be in the 
quarterback competition. 
‘Tight end David Morgan II 
(20 catches, 255 yards, 1 TD) 
isa reliable target. 

‘The defense could be 
solid with linebacker Drew 
Douglas, safety Michael 
Egwuagu, end Jason Neill 
and cornerback Bennett 
Okotcha. Douglas was third 
on the team in tackles (71) 
and had seven tackles for a 
loss. Neill tied for the team 
Jead with 3.5 sacks. 


OTT LINE Unless 
Bellomy turns out to be 
an underutilized stud, it’s 
hard not to imagine UTSA 
struggling again. The offense 
doesn’t have any established 
weapons and the defense 
may not be good enough to 
make up the difference. 


Follow Sporting News Yearbooks on Twitter @SN_Yrbks 
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East Division 


1D BowlingGreen 

Bow Projection: Fanous idaho Potato Bowl 
BD Akron 
i ‘Bow! Projection: Bahamas Bowl 


i B Ohio 


D Buffalo 
B Massachusetts 
D Kentstate 


D Miami (Ohio) 


West Division 
> Western Michigan 
Bowl Projection: GoDaddy Bowl 
B Toledo 
Bowl Projection: Canela Bowl 
B Northernillinois 
Bow Projection: Boca Raton Bow! 
D BallState 


2015 Conference Overview 


© Central Michigan 


® Eastern Michigan 
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Western Michigan coach P.J. Fleck 


Who needs Harbaugh? 
WMU Broncos may be the 
talk of Michigan this season 


BY RODNEY MCKISSIC 


They're absolutely giddy in Michigan 
about football these days. Western Michigan 
football, no less. If ever there was a team to 
stop the dominance of Northern Illinois, the 
Broncos would be the front-runner. 

The Broncos’ offense is loaded with skill 
in tailback Jarvion Franktin and wide receiver 
Corey Davis. All-league linemen Willie 
Beavers and James Kristof are back not to 
mention a proven quarterback in Zach Terrell. 
The defense lacks the star power of the 
offense yet ranked No. 2 in the MAC in 2014 
and returns key contributors like defensive 
end Jarrell McKinney, middle linebacker Grant 
DePalma and cornerback Ronald Zamort. 

The scary part about Western Michigan, 
which finished with an 8-5 overall record 
and 6-2 in conference play with a bowl berth 
a season ago, is that everyone believed the 
Broncos were a year away from being merely 
competitive because they played so many 
freshmen and sophomores in key positions. 
“Sometimes with young players they 
don’t know how good they are and 

they don't know how bad they're 
supposed to be,” Western Michigan 
coach P.J. Fleck says. "We hada 


PAENUING 


THREE STORIES 10 WATCH 


saying in our program that we have a ‘Race 
to Maturity.’ We had to become mature way 
faster than anyone else and they had to play 
like seniors in their freshmen year.” 

Fleck’s speedy transformation of Western 
Michigan has been remarkable and the upshot 
noteworthy. The Broncos stammered to 1-11 
in Fleck’s first season but he still inked the 
highest-ranked recruiting class in MAC history. 
He signed the league's top rated class again in 
2015. With success come expectations. 

“The future is bright but we're not as close 
as where we need to be just because we went 
8-5,” Fleck states. “All we're looking at is the 
next step in this six-to-eight-year plan.” 

Teams most notably on Western 
Michigan's heels are Toledo and, naturally, 
Northern Illinois, whose string of three 
championships over the last four seasons 
evokes memories of when Marshall ran 
roughshod over the league a decade ago. 
Marshall forced each team within the league 
to upgrade their program and in essence 
Northern Illinois is doing the same thing. 
Perhaps it's not a coincidence that Fleck 
played wide receiver at Northern Illinois 
from 1999-2003 under Joe Novak, the man 
credited for changing the culture in DeKalb. 

A similar phenomenon is happening in 
Kalamazoo, 


Zips’ drive: Akron has never won more than 
seven games inits FBS history, but with afa- 
vorable schedule that could change this year. 


‘FLEDK STEW MILNE / AP, FROHNAPFEL MARK HUMPHREY AP. FRAYDUN OREN ORR /ICON SPORTSWARE: HINT: ORD RICHARD / AP 


GIS RECRUITING RANKINGS 


tan Simmons, 247Sparts 


TOTAL SSTAR STAR 3-STAR 
ae Viele Sale le 


1 Western Michigan 
2 Miami (ohio) 

3 Toledo . 
4 Northernillinois a 
5 Ohio B 
6 Central Michigan 20 
1 KentState 2 
8 Massachusetts 2 
9 BowlingGreen a 
10 Eastern Michigan rT 
1 Ballstate B 
12) Buffalo 19 
13 Akron v 

© OFFENSE 


QB Blake Frohnapfel, Sr, Massachusetts 
RB. Jarvion Franklin, So, Western Michigan 
RB Kareem Hunt, Jr, Toledo 
OL Nick Beamish, Sr, Central Michigan 
OL Alex Huettel, 5, Bowling Green 
OL Andrew Ness, Sr, Northern ilinols 
OL Willie Beavers, sr, Western Michigan 
OL James Kristof, Sr, Western Michigan 
TE Rodney Mills, Jr, Massachusetts 
WR Tajae Sharpe, Jr, Massachusetts 
WR Corey Davis, J, Western Michigan 

© DEFENSE 
DL Perez Ford, sr, Northern ilinois 
DL PatO'Connor, Sr, Eastern Michigan 
DL Cody Grice, Sr, Akron 
DL Tarell Basham, Jr, Ohio 
LB Jatavis Brown, Sr, Akron 
LB Jovan Santos-Knox, Jc, Massachusetts 
1B Great Ihe, Sr, Eastern Michigan 
DB Paris Logan, Sr, Northern Illinois 
DB Randall Jette, ‘r, Massachusetts 
DB NateHolley, Jr, Kent State 
DB Tony Annese, Jr, Central Michigan 


© SPECIALISTS 


K Tyler Tate, sr, Bowling Green 
P Anthony Melchior, Sr, Kent State 


OVERRATED 


OHIO 
is) » While Ohio has experience 
on hoth sides of the ball, the 


Bobcats’ record has taken a nosedive in 
each of the last three seasons. 


Hy Hard times for Haynes: The clock 
Isticking on Kent State coach Paul 
Haynes. He inherited a program coming 
off an 11-win season but has won just six 
games in two years. 


2az7sronr= COMPOSITE 


48,33 
0 i 8.27 
0 0 wi 136.97 
o ) a) ‘135.87 
0 0 a] 128.87 
0 0 0 125.88 
0 0 8 3.7 
o r) 7 m0 
0 0 5 1677 
r) 0 8 ts. 
0 0 6 m4 
0 o 4 103.22 
0 0 1 oa 


Franklin set the tone for the Broncos’ 
resurgence by setting the MAC freshman 
single-season rushing record with 1,551 
yards, which also ranked 16th nationally. 
Tack on 24 rushing touchdowns, fourth in 
the country and third in MAC history, and 
the only question now is: What wilt he do for 
anencore? 


UNDERRATED 


MASSACHUSETTS 
ites » Massachusetts is in its final 
season in the MAC, but the 
one-time laughingstock has plenty of of- 


fensive weapons, making bowl eligibility 
a realistic goal. 


RedHawks need recipe: While several 
teams have questions at quarterback, 


only Miami (Ohio) is starting from scratch 
under center. 


Kareem Hunt, RB, Toledo 


RATING THE MAC 


‘© FASTEST RECEIVER 
Corey Davis, Western Michigan 
Could be the league's most explosive plaver. 


‘© BEST HANDS 
Daniel Braverman, WR, Western Michigan 
‘Caught a MAC-high 86 passes in 13 games. 


‘© BEST PASSING QB 

Blake Frohnapfel, Massachusetts 

Has strong pocket presence, a strong arm and could play on 
Sundays. 

© BEST RUNNING QB 

Drew Hare, Northern Ilino 
Rushed for 900 yards to finish in the league's top 10. 


‘© MOST ELUSIVE RB 
Kareem Hunt, Toledo 
Averaged 163.1 yards per game, 


(© BESTINSTINCTS 

Drew Hare, Q8, Northern Illinois 

Isunderrated at sitting in the pocket and then taking off to 
avoid trouble. 


© BEST ATHLETE 
Jarvion Franklin, RB, Western Michigan 
League's top offensive player asa freshman last season. 


© MOST LIKELY TO SUCCEED (OFF THE FIELD) 
Tony Daniel, 08, Buffalo 

Wouldn’t be surprising if he becomes an athletic director 
within the next 10 years. 


© BEST UNDER PRESSURE 

Tyler Tate, K, Bowling Green 

Has knocked down 79 percent of his 61 field-goal attempts 
entering his senior campaign for the Falcons. 


© TOP NFL PROSPECT 
Tajae Sharpe, WR, Massachusetts 
Scouts love the way he stretches the field, 


© TOP IMPACT FROSH 
Justin Tranquil S, Western Michigan 
Too athletic and talented not to find his way on the field early. 


© HARDEST HITTER 
Trent Voss, DF, Toleda 
Posted 77 tackles overall including 15 tackles for a loss, 


‘© BIGGEST OVERACHIEVER 

Anthone Taylor, 88, Buffalo 

‘Abackup to Branden Oliver asa sophomore, Taylor burst onto 
the scene in 2014 with 1,403 yards rushing, 


© BEST INTERVIEW 
Dino Babers, head coach, Bowling Green 
His offense is just like his personality: Lotsa fun. 


‘© BEST COACH AS STRATEGIST 
Frank Solich, Ohio 
Bobcats have finished under ,500 just twice since 2005. 


© BEST COACH AS RECRUITER 

J. Fleck, Western Michigan 

This isn't even close. Fleck has pieced together a pair of Top 60 
recruiting classes. 


© HOTTEST SEAT 

Paul Haynes, Kent State 

Just 6-17 in two seasons and 4-11 in league play. It’s timeto 
start showing some progress. 


‘© BEST VENUE 
Waldo Stadium, Western Michigan 
thelps having an exciting team on the rise. 


Download Sporting News Yearbooks’ free mobile app. 
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MAC - East 


2015 SCHEDULE 
DATE _oPpokEx aisuir 
3635 
4142 
a0 
(L24 @KENTSTATE 3020 
A Ohio 343 
(itl @WESTERNMICHIGAN 1406 
Na? Toledo na 
(24 @BALLSTATE 441 


@ COACH 


Dino Babers 


Brian Ward (ity 


@ FAST FACTS 


2014 RECORD: 8-6 


Stadium:Doyt Perry Stadium 


Matt Johnson 


‘The boys down in Columbus aren't the only team in Ohio with 
a fantastic competition at quarterback. Bowling Green has two 
quarterbacks in Matt Johnson and James Knapke who have started 
and are awash with experience, plus a third in Cody Callaway. 
‘Toss in James Morgan, a big-armed true freshman from Green 
Bay, Wis., and second-year 
coach Dino Babers can kick 
backandwatchhisstarerrse aT MSU 
to the top. 

“Lwould be very surprised,” BIVENS) ie Mele) 
Babers says, “if we weren't 
better.” 

With nine starters returning 
on offense, Babers can place 
virtually anyone behind center 
and the offense would purr, 
although the safe bet would be 
Johnson, the MAC preseason 
Player of the Year in 2014 who 
started the opener before 
suffering a season-ending 
injury. 

‘Tailback Travis Greene, 
who rushed for 949 yards and 
scored 12 touchdowns, is back, but he'll be challenged by Georgia 
Tech transfer Donovan Wilson and true freshman Matt Domer, 
who originally signed with Illinois but failed to gain admission. 
‘The best in the receiving corps is Roger Lewis, who finished with 
1,093 receiving yards and seven touchdowns, but Babers expects 
true freshmen Brandon Harris, Scotty Miller, Deric Phouthavong 
and Janarvis Pough to emerge as significant backups, if not 
starters. The offensive line, led by right guard Alex Huettel, 
returns intact, 

The Falcons hired a new defensive coordinator in Brian Ward 
from Western Illinois, which ranked seventh nationally in the 
FCS in total defense in 2013. Bowling Green, which will run a 4-3 
scheme under Ward, has to replace seven starters but were so 
riddled by injuries that the backups received plenty of minutes 
and Babers hopes that experience carries over, There are depth 
concerns along the defensive line, which features three seniors in 
ends Bryan Baird and Zach Colvin, who missed all of last season, 
and tackle Gus Schwieterman. The linebackers and safeties are 
young but there’s experience at corner with Darrell Hunter IT 
and Will Watson. Second-team All-MAC corner Nick Johnson was 
suspended at press time for various run-ins with the law in spring. 


Johnson’s return at quarterback will be the biggest plot for 
Bowling Green heading into 2015. If he can duplicate his magical 
2013 season, the Falcons have a good shot at threatening for the 
conference championship. 
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PROJECTED STATES 


QB_ Matt Johnson (6-0, 221, Sr) 
RB_ Travis Greene (5-10, 183, Sr.) 
UT Jacob Bennett (6-5, 332, Jr) 
16 Ben Steward (6-6, 300, Jr) 

C  TimMcAuliffe (6-0, 274, So.) 
RG Alex Huettel (6-4, 309, Sr) 
RT Logan Dietz (6-6, 298, Jr.) 
TE Derek Lee (6-4, 255, Sr) 
WR > Ryan Burbrink (5-8, 183, Sr.) 
‘WR Ronnie Moore (5-9, 168, Jr.) 
WR Roger Lewis (6-0, 196, 50.) 


DE Bryan Baird (6-4, 238, Sr) 

NG Taylor Royster (5-10, 255, Sr.) 

DT Gus Schwieterman (6-2, 261, 50.) 
DE Zach Colvin (6-3, 287, Sr.) 
OLB Austin Valdez (6-0, 226, Fr) 

1B Nate Locke (6-0, 227, Fr) 
James Sanford (6-1, 194, Jr) 
Darrell Hunter Il (5-8, 178, Sr.) 
Will Watson (5-11, 179, Sr.) 
Dernard Turner (6-0, 189, Sr.) 
\saiah Gourdine (6-2, 198, Jr) 


K Tyler Tate (6-0, 185, Sr) 
P-_Joe Davidson (6-7, 220, So.) 
Sporting Now Aumeseen 


RECRUITING AFPORT rat=rerrer 


aor 
wun 

+ James Morgan, 08 9+ 

* Antonyo Sotolongo, = == « 

* Shemar Moss, O& 9» © 


Incoach Dino Babers' wide- 
open passing attack, quarterback 
commit James Morgan could 
throw his way into the NFL Draft 
one day. With size, alivearm and 
athleticism, Morgans one of 
the top mid-majorstealsin the 
country and has the abilty to play 
anywhere. Bowling Green looked 
toFlorida for eight prospects, led 
bysafety Antonyo Sotolongo, and 
Tiprospects from Ohio, including 
sleeper DT Nico Lauten, 


NSON CARLOSOSORD /4P: 


AKRON 
PS) 


2015 SCHEDULE 

2014 
DATE OPPONENT aesutr 
5 BOKLAHOMA 
S512 Ptsburgh 7H0 
S10 SovannahState 
526 @LOUISIANA 
2% Ohio 02 
010. @EASTERN MICHIGAN 38 
‘07 @BOWLINGGREEN 10.7 
0. Centalichigan 
WW), @massachuserrs 08 
‘08 @MAMI(OH) au 
N21 Buffalo m8 
aT Kent state un 


Terry Bowden 
(i 

Career record: 151 

Difensivecoordinator: 

A Milas (thie year) 

Defensivecoordinator: 


Chuck Amato (fourth yeas) 


> 
2014RECORD:5-7 


Stadium 


99-AKRON 
Site: Akron, Ohio 
Website: zips. com 
Twitter: @2)psF8 


PROJECTED STANIERS 

BD OFFENSE 

QB  KylePoht (6-3, 217, Sr) 

RB Conor Hundley (5-10, 213, 5) 
LT Isaiah Williams (6-3, 295, Sr.) 
LG Dylan Brumbaugh (6-5, 309, Sr) 
© Stephen Ericksen (6-3, 305, So.) 
RG Tommy Brown (6-4, 310, Sr) 
RT Qusisun Osburne (6-3, 295, 5.) 
TE Newman Williams (6-2, 240, Fr.) 
WR Andrew Pratt (65, 210, Sr) 
‘WR Austin Wolf (6-3, 200, So.) 

WR. Imani Davis (5-9, 176, Sr) 


BD DEFENSE 

DE _Se'Von Pittman (6-3, 268, Jr.) 
DT Rodney Coe (6-3, 305, 51) 
DT Cody Grice (5-11, 284, Sr) 
DE Jamal Marcus (6-2, 240, Jr) 
‘OLB Dylan Evans (6-2, 211, Sr) 
MLB John Rachal (5-11, 225, Je) 
OLB Jatavis Brown (5-11, 217, Sr) 
CB Larry Hope (6-0, 183, Jr) 

CB DeAndre Scott (5-11, 180, Jr.) 
FS Jerome Lane (6-3, 212, 50.) 
SS Zach Guiser (6-1, 205, So.) 


@ SPECIALISTS 

K Robert stein (5-8, 169, Sr) 

P Zach Paul (6-3, 216, Sr.) 
Sporting News At American 


‘The talk around northeast 
Ohio these days is not only 
bow eligibility but contending 
for a league championship. 
It’s a tall order but a realistic 
goal for fourth-year coach 
Terry Bowden, who has 
assembled a roster inundated 
with transfers to create more 
competition. 

‘The Zips must become 
solidified at quarterback 
and while Kyle Pohl is the 
leader to win the job heading 
into training camp, Pitt 
transfer Tra’Von Chapman 
is a tantalizing option. 
Chapman has great running 
and throwing skills and will 
immediately challenge Pohl. 
Tailback Conor Hundley 
will be in competition with 
Colorado State transfer 
Donnell Alexander, who 
averaged 6.0 yards a carry two 
years ago, The wideouts are 
top-notch with Andrew Pratt, 
Austin Wolf and Imani Davis. 

The Zips paced the 
conference in scoring 
defense (23.1 ppg) led by all- 
conference linebacker Jatavis 
Brown. Bowden compares 
him favorably to former NFL 
linebacker Takeo Spikes, who 
starred for Bowden when he 
was head coach at Auburn. 
Run-stuffing nose tackle Cody 
Grice is back and he'll once 
again see time at tailback in 
key situations, Oltiv State 
transfer Jamal Marcus will 
play at end along with Se’Von 
Pittman, while Washington 
State transfer Darryl Monroe 
hopes to gain minutes at 
middle linebacker where John. 
Rachal is penciled in as starter. 
Another transfer, Rodney Coe 
from fowa State, is slated to 
start at tackle. 

Akron lost its top three 
safeties but Bowden is high 
on replacements Jerome Lane 
and Zach Guiser. 


AOTWNUAE An influx of transfers 
gives the Zips a chance to 
contend for the MAC title for 
the first time in a decade. 


oHIg 


ADBCATS 


2015 SCHEDULE 


Careerrecord: 130) 
Offensive coordinators: 


ive coordinator: 


Website: ohiob 
Twitter: @0hio 


PUOJECTED STARTERS 

D OFFENSE 

QB Derrius Vick (6-1, 196, Sr.) 
RB A.J. Quellette (5-10, 195,50) 
LT Mike McQueen (6-6, 287,51) 
1G Mike Lucas (6-4, 313, Sr) 

© LucasPowell (6-3, 296, Sr) 
RG Joe Anderson (6-6, 320, So) 
RT Tuy Welsun (6-6, 293, :) 
TE Troy Mangen (6-5, 252, J) 
WR Sebastian Smith (6-3, 183,41) 
WR Jordan Reid (6-3, 198, Jr) 
WR Brendan Cope (6-2, 189, 50) 


© OFFENSE 

DE Casey Sayles (6-3, 268, Jr) 
NG Watson Tautuiaki (6-2, 304, Sr) 
BT Tony Porter (6-1, 289, So) 
DE Tarell Basham (6-4, 250, Jr) 
OLB Bisir Brown (6-0, 230, Jr) 
MLB Quentin Polling (6-0, 213, So.) 
LB Jovon Johnson (6-0, 215, Sr.) 
€B_ fan Wells (5-11, 202, Sr.) 

CB Devin Bass (5-9, 190, Sr) 

FS. Blake Scipio (5-11, 187, Jr) 
$$ _ Devin Jones (6-1, 202, Sr) 


® SPECIALISTS 

K Josiah Yazdani (5-10, 216, Sr.) 

P Mitch Bonnstetter (5-11, 187, Sr.) 
‘Sporting News Ab Arercon 


Ohio has been on a steady 
decline since 2011 and won't 
attract much attention this 
time around, either. And 
that’s fine with coach Frank 
Solich, who would prefer to 
fly under the radar and pull a 
surprise or two as the season 
progresses. The Bobcats 
should be good enough 
to be a dark-horse league i 
challenger if-and it’s a big | 
"they find some answers i 
at quarterback. Derrius Vick i 
and JD Sprague are gifted | 

i 


runners but neither is going 
to be mistaken for a drop- 
back passer—they combined 
to complete just 53 percent of 
their passes last season. 

To offset a questionable 
passing game, A.J. Ouellette 
is back after rushing for 785 
yards and seven touchdowns. 
He has decent size and 
possesses breakaway speed. 
Arickety passing game 
notwithstanding, wideouts 
Sebastian Smith, Jordan Reid 
and Brendan Cope are solid 
but keep an eye on freshmen 
Elijah Ball and Kyle Belack, 
who can stretch the field. The 
offensive line returns virtually 
intact. 

‘The Bobcats ranked No. 
2in the MAC in scoring 
defense, fifth overall in total 
defense and most of the key 
contributors return, Junior 
ends Tarell Bashan and 
Casey Sayles are pure edge 
rushers but tackles Cameron. 
McLeod and Antwan 
Crutcher, who gave the 
Bobcats a push inside, must 
be replaced. Both Quentin 
Polling and Jovon Johnson 
lack size at linebacker but are 
excellent in pursuit, Devin 
Bass and Ian Wells are proven 
cornerbacks, although safety 
isa concern. 


{07MM NE The great unknown 
at quarterback makes it 
nearly impossible to predict 
how the Bobcats will fare, but 
Solich has done more with 
less in the past. 


Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/SNYearbooks = 101 
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MAC - East 


| BUFFALO 


2015 SCHEDULE 
2014 

DATE OPPONENT RESULT, 

SS. Albany 

S12. @PENNSTATE 

S08 @FLORDAATLANTIC 

5.28 Nevada 

02 Bowling Green 3536 

(17 @CENTRAL MICHIGAN 1420 
i 1.26 Ohio 437 
| 1.29 @MuAMI(OH) 3307 
| 5. @KENTSTATE 
| AA) Northernitinois 

Nav @AKRON 55-24 


i 107) Massachusetts at 


> 
i Lance Leipold 


Firstyear 
Careerrecord: 05:6 


Offensive coordinator: 
Andy , 
Defensive coordinator: 
Bi 


nd (tirst year) 


+ 
2014 RECORD:5-6 


Site: Bulfal 
Website: ubbi 


PATJECTED STRAINS 

BD OFFENSE 

QB Joe Licata (6-2, 226, Sr.) 

RB Anthone Taylor (5-10, 207, Sr) 
FB. Kendall Patterson (6-0, 238, Sr.) 
LT Robert Blodgett (6-5, 311, Sr.) 
LG Brandon Manosalvas (6-4, 308, So.) 
© James O'Hagan (6-2, 293, Fr) 
RG Dillon Guy (6-4, 335, Sr.) 

AT John Kling (6-7, 324, Sr.) 

WR Ron Willoughby (6-4, 199, Sr.) 
WR Marcus McGill (6-1, 222, Sr.) 
WR Jacob Martinez (6-2, 187, 50.) 


BD DEFENSE 

DE  Demone Harris (6-4; 270, So.) 
NG Max Perisse (6-4, 271, Jr) 

DT Brandon Crawford (6-2, 275, Jr) 
DE Solomon Jackson (6-1, 240, So.) 
OLB Jarrett Franklin (6-0, 217, J) 
MLB Greg Lis (6-0, 222, 50) 

OLB Okezie Alozie (6-0, 212, St.) 

CB Marqus Baker (5-10. 181, Se) 
CB Boise Ross (6-0, 182, 1) 

SS Brandon Berry (6-0, 204, Jr) 

FS Andrews Dadeboe (6-1, 196, So.) 


BD SPECIALISTS 


K_ Adam Mitcheson (6-1, 187, Fr) 
P Tyler Grassman (6-1, 195, Sr.) 


“Sporting News AbAmescan 
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‘The shocking midseason 
firing of coach Jeff Quinn in 
2014 was followed by the 
equally surprising hiring of 
Lance Leipold, While Leipold 
lacks the FBS pedigree of 
most, no one can argue with 
his success at Division 3 
Wisconsin-Whitewater that 
includes a 109-6 record and 
six national championships. 

He inherits a program that 
returns a four-year starter at 
quarterback in Joe Licata, who 
fired 29 touchdown passes in 
11. games and already holds the 
school record for TD strikes 
with 60. Licata will hand off 
to All-MAC tailback Anthone 
Taylor, who rushed for 1,403 
yards last season, and target 
wideout Ron Willoughby, 
whose nine touchdown 
receptions were third in the 
conference. The offensive line 
returns only two starters in 
tackles Robert Blodgett and 
John Kling. 

‘The defense shifts from a 
3-3-5 to a traditional 4-3 under 
coordinator Brian Borland, 
but the front seven was hit 
hard by graduation, Tackle 
Brandon Crawford played 
well as a sophomore and 
Max Perisse was a late-season 
surprise. 

‘The Bulls’ biggest concern 
heading into training camp is 
establishing depth along the 
defensive line and improving 
against the run, where they 
ranked seventh in the MAC a 
year ago. Linebacker Jarrett 
Franklin is the top returning 
tackler, while Okezie Alozie, 
who has played some safety 
in the past, has found a home 
at linebacker, Starters Marqus 
Baker and Boise Ross, a 
converted wideout, return at 
cornerback, while Andrews 
Dadeboe and Brandon Berry 
are the new starters at safety. 


‘W)WNAME Ifthe defense can 
stop being so benevolent, 
there’s no reason why 

the Bulls can't reach bowl 


eligibility. 


2015 SCHEDULE 

204 
DATE. OPPONENT aesuLT 
Sf) @coLoRADD 1 
529 Temple 20s 
525, @NOTREDAME 
105 ria lnternatonal 
‘0.10 @ BOWLING GREEN a7 
OF KentState 4017 
UM Toledo 2 3540 
05) @BALSTATE 2410 
1 roe 630 
J @EASTERNWICHIGRN ul 
2) Mimi(oH) aun 
‘aT @purraLo mt 


+ 
Mark Whipple 


Careerrecord:173-59 


Offensive coordinator: 
Mark Whipple Vi 
Defensive coordinator: 
fom M Se 


+ 
2014RECORD:3-9 


PRILSECTED STARTERS 

BD OFFENSE 

QB Blake Frohnapfel (6-6, 229, Sr.) 
RB _Shadrach Abrokwah (5-9, 202, So) 
UT Tyrell smith (6-5, 315,50) 
LG Fabian Hoeller (6-3, 295, So.) 
Matt Sparks (6-4, 280, Jc) 
RG Michael Botand (6-7,315, So.) 
RT Elijah Wilkinson (6-4, 315, So) 
TE Rodney Mills (6-1, 215, Jr.) 
WR Jalen Williams (6-3, 191, Jr.) 
WR Shakur Nesmith (6~4, 200, Fr.) 
WR Tajae Sharpe (6-4, 200, Jr.) 


BD DEFENSE 

DE Peter Angeh (6-2, 258, So.) 

NT Robert Kitching Ill (6-1, 307, Jr) 

OT Sha-KiHolines (6-3, 260, Fr.) 

‘OLB Kassan Messiah (6-4, 237, Jr) 

MLB Vondell Langston (6-0, 220, So.) 

WB Jovan Santos-Knox (6-2, 240, Jr) 

OLB Trey Seals (6-4, 237, Jr) 

CB Randall Jette (5-11, 180, Jr.) 

€B Trey Ducley-Giles (5-11, 182, Jr) 

FS Joe Cotton (5-10, 195, Jr.) 

‘SS __Khary Bailey-Smith (6-2, 194, Jr.) 

@ SPECIALISTS 

K- Blake Lucas (5-8, 166, Jr.) 

Logan Laurent (6-4, 210, Fr) 
‘Sporting News Al-American 
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Massachusetts didn’t enter 
the win column often in 2014 
but the Minutemen sure 
looked like they were having 
fun trying. UMass averaged 
37.5 points in losses to 
Colorado, Vanderbilt, Bowling 
Green, Miami (Ohio) and 
Toledo and, as the Minutemen 
prepare for their final season 
in the MAG, bowl eligibility is a 
reasonable goal. 

‘There's plenty to like 
on offense, starting with 
quarterback Blake Frohnapfel, 
a first-team All-MAC selection 
who threw for 3,345 yards, 

23 touchdowns and 10 
interceptions last year. 
Frohnapfel has several options 
at his disposal led by jazzy 
wideout Tajae Sharpe (85 
receptions for 1,281 yards). 
The run game ranked near 

the bottom of the league and 
needs more production from 
Shadrach Abrokwah and 
Lorenzo Woodley. There’s 
good depth along the offensive 
line with Matt Sparks, Tyrell 
Smith, Fabian Hoeller and 
Elijah Wilkinson having 
combined for 74 career starts. 

UMass has stars on defense 
in linebacker Jovan Santos- 
Knox and cornerback Randall 
Jette, but the unit must play 
with more consistency overall. 
‘The Minutemen finished in 
the league's bottom half in 
total defense, scoring defense 
and pass defense. Generating 
more pressure up front would 
help, Santos-Knox can often 
be found in the backfield (98 
tackles) but Kassan Messiah 
and Trey Seals need to be 
just as active at linebacker. 
Jette is part of an experienced 
secondary that features 
safeties Joe Colton and Khary 
Bailey-Smith and corner Trey 
Dudley-Giles. 


(WWMLNE The offense is 
entertaining but the lack of 
depth on defense means the 
Minutemen will have to win 
their fair share of shootouts to 
be successful. 


IE 


2015 SCHEDULE 

204, 
DATE_oPpoNeNT RESULT 
$4 @MUNOIS 
S12 DelawareState 
5) @MINNESOTA 
576 Marshal 
103 Miami(OH) 30 
10 @ToLeDO 030 
ON) @MASSACHUSETTS 40 
1.24 Bowing Green nx 
1 fala 
i" @oHI0 Wi 
4 Centrachigan 
2 @AKRON nas 


> 
Paul Haynes 


Thied year (6-17) 
Careerrecord:6:17 
Offensive coordinator: 
Don Trea 


Defensivecoordinat 
Brian George (third ye 


+ 


2014 RECORD: 2-9 
Stadium: Dix Stadivm (25,318) 


PADJECTED STARTERS 

® OFFENSE 

QB Colin Reardon (6-1, 202, Jr) 
RB Nick Holley (5-10, 191, Jr) 
UT Reno Reda (6-6, 292, Jr.) 

LG Wayne Scott (6-3, 320, Jr) 

© Alex Nielsen (6-4, 294, Jr.) 
RG_ Anthony Pruitt (6-2, 300, Sr.) 
RT Brock Macaulay 6-5, 290, 50) 
TE Brice Fackler (6-3, 234, Jr.) 
Josh Boyle (5-9, 173, Sr) 
Kris White (6-1, 210, So.) 

WR Ernest Calhoun (5-6, 151, Jr) 


@D DEFENSE 

DE Terence Waugh (6-1, 250, Jr) 

NG Jon Cunningham (6-0, 295, So.) 

DT Nate Terhune (6-4, 270, &r) 

OLB Marques Moore (6-2, 200, So.) 

MWB Elcee Refuge (5-9, 230, J-) 

NB Matt Dellinger (6-1, 225, Sr) 

OLB DeVante’ Strickiand (6:1, 237, Sr) 

£8 Najee Murray (5-9, 180, 4.) 

(CB Demetrius Monday (5-10, 197, 0) 

FS Jordan taliano (5-10, 207, Sr.) 

‘SS _ Nate Holley (5-11, 200, Jr.) 

® SPECIALISTS 

K Anthony Melchioti (5-11, 186, Se) 

P Anthony Meichiori (5-11, 186, Sr.) 
Sporting News Al-Amencan 
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Kent State played only 
four seniors on both sides 
of the ball last season, 
leaving redshirt freshmen 
and sophomores to absorb 
the growing pains through a 
discouraging 2-9 campaign. 

Now in his third season, 
coach Paul Haynes realizes 
the Golden Flashes need to 
make strides immediately. 

Do-everything slot 
receiver Ernest Calhoun, 
who will also see time 
at tailback, has to have 
a big year, but Haynes 
seeks another offensive 
playmaker. 

It could be quarterback 
Colin Reardon, but he has to 
cut down on his turnovers, 
or tailback Nick Holley, who 
averaged 5.2 yards a carry 
last year. 

The offensive line is deep 
and experienced with left 
tackle Reno Reda, left guard 
Wayne Scott and center 
Alex Nielsen as the anchors. 
Right guard Anthony Pruitt, 
who sat ont last season, is 
the lone senior. 

Defensive tackle Nate 
‘Terhune (6 tackles for a 
loss in 2014) is a four-year 
starter, but the strength 
of the defense lies in the 
secondary, which ranked 
first in the league in pass 
defense. 

Strong safety Nate 
Holley was a first-team. 
All-MAC pick a year ago, and 
cornerbacks Najee Murray 
and Demetrius Monday are 
also back. 

At linebacker, DeVante’ 
Strickland returns after 
missing all of last season 
with a knee injury and he’ll 
be part of a solid unit that 
includes Matt Dellinger, 
Elcee Refuge, Marques 
Moore and West Virginia 
transfer Davonte James. 


‘UNUM AME If the offense 
catches up to what could be 
a punishing defense, Kent 
State may surprise. 


MIAMI (0410) 


2015 SCHEDULE 

DATE_oFPONET vdsut 
5 r 

Si) @WISCONSIN 

S28 Cincinnati 23) 
S25 @WESTERNKENTUCKY 

0S @KENTSTATE 103 


Careertecon: 7547 
Offensive coordinators: 


Defensivecoordlinator: 


PROJECTED STARTERS 

® OFFENSE 

QB Drew Kummer (6-3, 207, Sr.) 
RB Spencer Mclnns (5-9, 196, Jr) 
AT Zach Hovey (6-5, 247, 50.) 

1G Trevan Brown (6-4, 307, Sr) 
© Brandyn Cook (63, 303, St.) 
RG Terry Davis (6-4, 290, Jr) 

RT Collin Buchanan (6-5, 313, Jr.) 
TE_ Ryan Smith (6-4, 258,50) 
WR Jared Murphy (5-10, 180, Jc) 
WR. Rokeem Williams (6-1, 204, Jr) 
WR. Sam Martin 6-3, 189,50.) 
@® DEFENSE 

DE Bryson Albright (6-5, 243, Sr) 
DT Mitchell Winters (6-5, 285, Sr.) 
NT _Simimy Rousher (6-2, 288, Jr) 
DE JT Jones (6-3, 245, Jr) 

OLB Joe Dontan (6-0, 228, Sr) 
MLB Kent Kern (6-1, 238, Sr) 

OLB Tyler Tucker (6-2, 227, Sr.) 

8 Marshall Taylor (6-3, 199, Jr) 
CB Bert Birdsall (5-11, 161, So.) 

$ Heath Harding (5-10, 182, Jr.) 
S Tony Reid (6-1, 194, So.) 


B® SPECIALISTS 


K Kaleb Patterson (5-10, 170, Sr.) 
P Christian Koch (6-0, 180, Sr) 


Sporting News AbAmercon 


Coach Chuck Martin 
finished 2-10 in his maiden 
season at Miami, the most 
losses the former Notre Dame 
assistant has experienced in 
the last decade. 

‘The bright side is the 
RedHawks were often 
competitive heading into the 
final quarter-every ray of 
sunshine helps when you’ve 
lost 38 games over the last 
four seasons—but they still 
have a long way to go before 
challenging the league’s elite, 

Only four starters return 
on offense and Martin must 
replace All-MAC quarterback 
Andrew Hendrix. Drew 
Kummer will get first crack 
but redshirt freshman Gus 
Ragland and true freshman. 
Billy Bahl are expected to 
compete. The receiving corps 
is talented, starting with 
Jared Murphy, a pure route- 
runner who finished with 
60 receptions last season. 
Rokeem Williams averaged 
19.5 yards a catch. Sam Martin 
is another deep threat, while 
Fred McRae came on at the 
end of the season as a receiver 
and returner. 

The defense loses 
cornerback Quinten Rollins, 
the MAC Defensive Player 
of the Year, but returns 
seven starters—most notably 
middle linebacker Kent 
Kern, an All-MAC performer, 
and defensive end Bryson 
Albright, a strong pass rusher 
who needs to build strength. 
Two-year starter Heath 
Harding is effective at either 
corner or safety, while Martin 
looks for improvement from 
Marshall Taylor at cornerback. 


WMT Ue Martin is happy 
with the direction of the 
program but the reality is 
the RedHawks are not that 
far removed from losing 22 
consecutive games and have 
won two of the last 28. They 
are at least a year away from 
building up the talent pool to 
compete in the MAC. 


Follow Sporting News Yearbooks on Twitter @SN_Yrbks 
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Apparently 34-year-old P,J. Fleck 
lengthy rebuilding job at Western Michigan. Everything about his 
generation is rush, rush, rush ... including winning. 

“It’s really about what kind of expectations you set within 
the program on young people,” Fleck says. “If you give them a 


1, 204, Jr 
ceiling, they'llhit the ceiling. you take the ceiling away, they'll ga sarecrantnten ony So) 
do things that shock you.” FB_ Donnie Emnsberger (6-2, 246, 0) 
Like rejuvenating a program LT Willie Beavers (6-5, 309, Sr.) 
that finished 1-11 in 2013 into LG James Kristof (6-3, 320, St.) 
abowlboundssmachine i aTJOay oso (63,39, 
in ’14 that is the team to RG Curtis Doyle (6-5, 304, Fr.) 
i all whil i RT Taylor Moton (6-5, 316, Jr) 
ae in the MAC-all while Jarvion Franklin, RB OE EES 
ig players so young Fleck 
might consider instituting WR Corey Davis (6-3, 205, Jr.) 
dail ins The atar WR Daniel Braverman (5-10, 177, Jr) 
on Tiottore allbaek Farviea pound running back from Tink r 
3 20S SCHEDULE Panes aay eeaae ae este I stepped DIT cation DE Jarrell Mckinney (6-4, 241, Sr) 
= first player in league history Ti Ger SNE 8 3 
Meine tat to win both Rookie of the Year rid Cate 6-2 220.0) 
gy S.J) @GEORGIASOUTHERN aetna meena DE Nathan Braster (6-5, 258, 0.) 
Ss $39 MurayState ray and Offensive Player of the OLB Robert Spillane (6-2, 235, Su) 
S26 @OHOSTATE Year in the same season after MLB Grant DePalma (5-9, 218, Sr) 
10 Central higan un producing 1,714 all-purpose LB Caleb Bailey (6-0, 236, S0,) 
on” @ono ne yards and 25 touchdowns. Also CB Ronald Zamort (5-10, 174, St.) 
24 Mion) oan returning is quarterback Zach €B_ Logan Oce (5-11, 173,S0) 
(120. @EASTERNMICHIGAN 517 Terrell, who threw for 3,443 Fs Asantay Brown (6-0, 198, So.) 
iat cal isas Re yards, 26 touchdowns and 10 $8 Rontavious Atkins (6-0, 207, Sr.) 
i aaa ne interceptions in 2014. e 
AW @NORTHERNILINOIS 31 ‘The top five wide receivers are back, including Corey Davis K Andrew Haldeman (5-10, 180, Sr.) 
(a7 @TOLEDO 1920 and Daniel Braverman, and the competition for the third P 4, Schroeder (6-0, 205, Sr.) 


wideout between Darius Phillips and Kendrick Roberts should 
be intense. The versatile Phillips saw extended time in the spring 
at cornerback, where he could replace the departed Donald 
Celiscar. Whatever happens, Phillips will likely play both ways. 
‘The offensive line features a pair of All-MAC performers in left 


Sporting News AbAmercon 


a 
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tackle Willie Beavers and left guard James Kristof. 

‘The Broncos are deep and talented at linebacker and Fleck 
has plenty of options. Grant DePalma and Robert Spillane will 
start but Austin Lewis, JaKevin Jackson, Jason Sylva and Eddie 
Rolle will push for playing time. The defensive line appears more 
settled with Jarrell McKinney and Nathan Braster at the ends 
while Cleveland Smith and David Curle work inside. 

In the secondary, Ronald Zamort is a lock at one corner, as is 
Rontavious Atkins at strong safety. Asantay Brown should get the 


+ Justin Tranquill, 5 ¢*« 
* LeVante Bellamy, \/' «= 
* Wesley French, )F # © 


Defensivecoordinator: 
EdPinkha 


Under coach P.J. Fleck, Western 
Michigan is becoming a regular 
atop the MAC recruiting rankings. 
The No. IMAC class for 2015 is led 
by Justin Tranquill, the younger 
brother of Notre Dame safety 
Drue Tranquil. Long and athletic 


poder nee calety: defensive end Donte Horton is 
um the younger brother of Kentucky = 
8-4: WMU-TIX running back Mikel Horton and 5 
Site: Kaa The program has all the elements for a MAC title run, although peed ieee Stes i ia 
‘Websit i " a fe Ss 
r nari HA the last three regular-season games—at home against Bowling : RadeODE het achacds se £ 
+ Green and on the road against Northern Illinois and Toledo—will anybody and had offers from the 4 
test their mettle. SEC and beyond, E 
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TOLEDO 


2015 SCHEDULE 

20 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT 
Stony Brook 
512 @ARKANSAS 
519 lowaState 2097 
4.20 frkansas State B44 
OS @BALLSTATE Wo 
00 Kent state 3070 
7 Faster Michigan S26 
(1.2) @MASSACHUSETTS 4035 
(02 Northeriinais 47 
1410. @CENTRAL MCHIGAN 2% 
‘ui? @BOWLINGOREEN n20 
N27 WesternMichgan 20-19 


> 


Matt Campbell 
iy 

Career record: 26-13 

Offensive coordinator: 

Jason Candle (ourth yest) 

Defensive coordinator: 

JonHeacock (second year) 


> 
20V4RECORD:9-4 


ss Bowl(26,248) 
419-590 GOLD 

Site: Toledo, Ohlo 

Website: uisackets.com 

Twitter: @ToledoFa 


PROJECTED STANTENS 

® OFFENSE 

QB Phillip Ey (6-2, 202, Sr.) 

RB Kareem Hunt (5-11, 215, Jr) 
17 Sturin Norton (6-8, 310, Jr.) 
1G. Bill Weber (6-4, 325, S0,) 

C _Ellah Nkansah (6-6, 295, So.) 
RG Paul Perschon (6-6, 310, Je) 
RT Mike Ebert (6-6, 285, Jr) 

TE Alex Zmolik (6-5, 245,51.) 
WR Corey Jones (5-8, 165, Jr) 
WR Alario Russell (64,205, Sr.) 
WR. Cody Thompson (6:1, 187, 50) 


@ OFFENSE 

DE Allen Covington (6-2, 275, Sr) 
DT Orion Jones (6-2, 285, Sr.) 
DT TreyvonHester (6-4, 300, Jx.) 
DE Trent Voss 6:3, 220, Sr) 

‘DLB Zach Quinn (6-3, 225, So) 
MLB Chase Murdock (6-0, 225, Sr) 
OLB Jaylen Coleman (6-0, 235, Jr) 
CB Chris Dukes (5-9, 185, Sr) 
CB Jordan Martin (6-2, 205, Jr.) 
FS DeJuan Rogers (6-1, 185, Jr.) 
88 Chaz Whittaker (6-2, 200, Sr.) 


® SPECIALISTS 

K Samuel Vucelich (5-11, 172, So.) 

PNickEllis (5-12, 170, Jr) 
Sporting News American 
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There are plenty of skilled 
‘veteran players on offense 
for the Rockets, starting with 
explosive wideouts Alonzo 
Russell, Corey Jones and Cody 
Thompson, while Alex Zmolik 
is one of the league's best at 
tight end, 

But who plays quarterback 
is anyone’s guess. There are 
six signal-callers listed on the 
two-deep depth chart, but 
it appears to be a three-man 
race between Phillip Ely (who 
is coming off an ACL injury), 
Logan Woodside and Michael 
Julian, Going into the fall, Ely 
gets the slight nod based on 
experience. 

‘There are seven tailbacks 
on the two-deep but none 
better than All-MAC selection 
Kareem Hunt, who has rushed 
for more than 100 yards in 
15 of 22 games as a collegian. 
The offensive line has to be 
retooled, but massive left 
tackle Storm Norton is a good. 
building block. 

The starting point on 
defense is the front seven, 
where tackles Orion Jones and 
Treyvon Hester helped the 
Rockets lead the league in rush 
defense last year. Meanwhile, 
end Trent Voss led all MAC. 
linemen in tackles with 77, and 
finished second in the league 
with 15 tackles for loss. 

Toledo has to replace some 
key linebackers but Chase 
Murdock is back in the middle 
after missing the entire 2014 
campaign with an injury. 

‘The Rockets lost starting: 
cornerbacks Cheatham Norrils 
and Cameron Cole before last 
season, but Chris Dukes and 
Jordan Martin sit atop the 
depth chart for now and UAB 
transfer Rolan Milligan, the 
Blazers’ second-leading tackler 
a year ago, has been added to 
the talent pool at safety. 


WNTMUNE If the issues are 
sorted out at quarterback, the 
Rockets can enjoy another 
special season. 


4 NOATHEAN ILLINOIS 


HUSKIES 


2015 SCHEDULE 

2014 
DATE oPPONENT RESULT 
55 UN 48:34 
SND Murray State 
5 @oniosTATE 
516 @BOSTON COLLEGE 
041 @UENTRALWICHIGRN ie) 
0.) BallState 521 
1) MIAMI) 514 
1.28 EasternMichigan Bu 
i @rouepo ey 
0) @BuFFALO 
(WL Western Michigan a) 
0 Ohio a 


> 
Rod Carey 


Offensive coordinator: 
Bob Cole (thicd year) 


Defensivecoordinator: 
Jay Niemann (fifth 


595) 


PROJECTED STATENS 

@ OFFENSE 

8 DrewHare(6-1, 210, Jr) 

RB Joel Bovagnon (6-2, 224, Jr) 
FB Shane Wimann (6-4, 249, So) 
LT Levon Myers (6-5, 299, Jr) 

LG Aidan Conlon (6-3, 301, Sr.) 

C Andrew Ness (6-3, 298, Sr) 
RG Josh Ruka (6-5, 305, Jn) 

RT Lincoln Howard (6-5, 301, Jr) 
TE Desroy Maxwell (6-2, 259, Sr.) 
WR _Juwan Brescacin (6-4, 228, Sr) 
WR Tommylee Lewis (5-7, 159, St.) 


© OFFENSE 

DE Cameron Clinton-Ear (6-1, 253, Sr) 
DT William Lee (6-2, 303, 50,) 

NG Corey Thomas (6-2, 307, Jr) 
DE Perez Ford (6-0, 223, Sr.) 

OLB Rasheen Lemon (6-0, 220, St.) 
MLB Boomer Mays (6-0, 246, Sr.) 
OLB Sean Foltiard (6-2, 229, Jr) 

B_ Anthony Brooks (5-11, 191, Jr) 
8 Paris Logan (5-9, 189, Sr.) 

FS Brandon Mayes (5-11, 188, So.) 
$88. Marlon Moore (5-9, 195, Sr) 


D SPECIALISTS 

K Christian Hagan (6-0, 180, So.) 

P Peter Deppe (6-1, 198, Fr) 
Sporting News Ab American 


‘The Huskies have won three 
Mid-American Conference 
championships in four 
seasons, including an 11-3 mark 
a year ago, but coach Rod 
Carey wasn’t exactly pleased 
with the end result, especially 
after losing to Marshall in the 
Boca Raton Bowl. 

“We've gota bad taste in : 
our mouth and we've had H 
to sit on another loss for the | 
entire offseason,” Carey says. 

It’s a good thing Northern 
Illinois will be strong 
defensively, with eight starters 
back, but Carey wants the unit 
to play with more consistency: 
Arkansas and Marshall rang, 
up at least 50 points on the 
defense last season, Carey 
would also like strong safety 
Marlon Moore to play more 
like the graduated Dechane 
Durante did a year ago. Senior 
end Perez Ford needs to 
elevate his game as well, while 
at linebacker, seniors Rasheen 
Lemon and Boomer Mays 
will be flanked by junior Sean. 
Folliard. 

‘The Huskies will be 
dynamic at the skill positions 
once again with the return of 
wide receiver/kick returner 
‘Tommylee Lewis, who missed 
most of last season with an 
injury. He has accounted for 
3,617 all-purpose yards in 39 
career games and his return 
should give a boost to an 
already-potent offense. The 
Huskies have made a living 
with dual-threat quarterbacks 
and Drew Hare, who threw 
for 2,322 yards and ran for 
another 927 last year, certainly 
fits that mold. Center Andrew 
Ness is back and the Huskies 
have a tradition of putting 
together strong, physical 
offensive lines, 
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‘TIMI UNE Carey believes his 
team can be more explosive 
offensively than a year ago. 
Getting to a fifth consecutive 
bowl will depend on how 
quickly the offensive line 
comes together. 
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MAC - West 


BALL STATE 


CARL 


Contending for the league 
championship seemed to be the next 
logical step for Ball State in 2014, but key 
injuries resulted in a 1-5 start that doomed 
the season. The Cardinals, nevertheless, 
rebounded nicely, winning four of their 
last six to finish 
57, Tailback 


2015 
Jehwan Edwards, 2015 SCHEDULE 
the program’s | CMGI 
career Tag au va 

SN @TEXASARM 
leader, has to EASTERN MICHIGAN 
be replaced, but —_ 5.25 @NorTHWesTERN 
everyone else 04 Toledo 
of note returns: 10 @NORTHERNILUNOIS 
on offense, Pi cenmasias 
includinga pair 7! Pata 
of all-league (15. @WESTERNMICHIGAN 
selections at ) @owio 
wide receiver in 2 Bowing Green 


Jordan Williams 

and KeVonn Mabon. he offensive line, 
which yielded a league-low 12 sacks 
Jast season, has five fifth-year seniors, 
including center Jacob Richard and 
right guard Jalen Schlachter, who have 
acombined 53 starts. Quarterback is 
up for grabs between Ozzie Mann and 
Jack Milas, but redshirt freshman David 
Morrison and true freshman Riley Neal 
cannot be overlooked. 

Seven starters return on defense but 
Ball State coach Pete Lembo would like 
to see more playmakers to complement 
All-MAC tackle Darnell Smith. One 
candidate is linebacker Aaron Taylor, a 
former safety who recorded 4.5 tackles 
for loss last season. Another is University 
of Cincinnati transfer Joshua Posley, 
who has creeped up the depth chart at 
defensive end. End Osa Igbinosun played 
well down the stretch last season and 
another end, junior Anthony Winbush, 
added some much-needed bulk in the 
offseason, 


I MTIMUlN. The Cards should carry on 
that late-season momentum from 2014. 
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Coach: PeteLembo Filthy 
Career record: 109-56 

Offensive coordinator: oey Lynch (so 
Defensivecoortinata ely (secon 


Stadi 


Schetmann Stadiuin (22,500) 
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CENTRAL MICHIGAN 


HI 


No school in the conference had a 
more volatile offseason than Central 
Michigan, which lost coach Dan Enos 
after he didn’t receive the contract 
extension he desired and left to become 
Arkansas’ offensive coordinator two 
weeks before 


Signing Day. 20/5 SCHEDULE 
Enter longtime 

Neale DATE OPPONENT 

John Bonamego, B eee 


aCMU graduate — 5 @sypncuse 


who views this 2 @wiciGaNsTaTE 
asa long-term 0.3. Northern linais 
job because (010. @WESTERNMICHIGAN 
winning OT Butfalo 
foundation was 1) Shay 
established long (i toledn 
ago. Al) @KENTSTATE 
Bonamego (4 Eastern Michigan 
has a third-year 


starter at quarterback in Cooper Rush 
and an All-MAC center in Nick Beamish 
but needs to develop 
another playmaker now 
that multitalented wide 
receiver Titus Davis has 
‘@, departed. 

‘The Chippewas will 
run a four-man front on 
defense, which will once 
again utilize the talents 

of ends Blake Serpa and Joe Ostman. 
Bonamego likes the potential of middle 
linebacker Jeff Perry as well as safeties 
Kavon Frazier and Tony Annese, who 
came on strong in the spring. 

Perhaps Bonamego’s biggest offseason 
win was retaining the bulk of Enos’ 
recruiting class. Of the 18 commitments, 
the Chippewas lost only two. 


‘(NE Central Michigan fans should 
be happy about the hiring of'a reputable 
coach who doesn't view the job as a 
springboard for a bigger program. But 
there are bound to be some peaks and 
valleys in the first season, 


> 2014 RECORD: 7-6 


Coach: John Bonamego Firstyeat) 
Offensive coordinator: (econ 


ss Bowl A9-48) 


Tickets: 808-347-9872 
Site:MauntPloasant, Mi 
Website: cmuchippewas,com 
Twitter: @CMU Football 


EASTERN MICHIGAN 


on 
Second-year coach Chris Creighton 
admits Saturday afternoons last fall were 
frustrating: Eastern Michigan didn’t play 
ata level to be consistently successful and 
its record showed. 
‘The Eagles were last in the MAC in 


turnover margin 
(minus-18), 2015 SCHEDULE 
yielded an 
average of nearly HAH 
500 yards a S12 @WYOMING 
game defensively 515 golstae 
and averaged S76 Arey 
just 15.2 points 0a @LsU 
on offense. Mal 

Yet, with v7 @ToLEDO 
seven returning P2 eamenuas 
starters, the 2 @ MIAMI (OH), 
defense should 44. Massachusetts 
be much (27 @CENTRALMICHIGAN 


improved, led 
by tackle Pat O'Connor, a first-team 
AI-MAC selection who was second in the 
conference in sacks (7.5) and linebacker 
Great Ibe, a second-team all-league pick 
who registered a team-best 133 tackles. 

‘The Eagles had three different 
quarterbacks start the first four games last 
season, but Reginald 
Bell, who paced 
the team in passing 
and rushing, is the 
unquestioned No. | this 
time around. 

Bell will be asked 
to carry a unit with 
questions along the 
offensive line, which graduated four 
seniors, and wide receiver, where two 
Starters must be replaced. 


WUMUM Ttis imperative for the Eagles 
to continue to change the culture in 
Creighton’s second season. The program 
has won just six games in three seasons 
since finishing .500 in 2011. Building 
consistency on both sides of the ball will 
be critical. 


> 2014 RECORD: 


Coach: Chris Creighton (Second year, 2°10) 
Career record: 141-56 

Offensive coordinat 
Defensivecoordinator: Bad 


ium (0,200) 


Staullum: Ryniearson 
4-487-2280 


Website: emu 
Twitter: 


3 
: 
g 
H 


The historic gameday when the Ohio 
State Buckeyes® became the FIRST Football 
National Champions in the new format! 


DONDITION: This collectible, first-ever legal 
tender, 99.9% silver dollar honors the 2014 
Football National Champions. Bearing an 
official Football National Champions logo 
and golden highlights, it is offered in Brilliant 
Uncirculated Condition. 


Your coin is sealed within a tamper- 
proof holder and comes with a hand- 
numbered Bradford Exchange Mint Certificate 
of Authenticity within a museum-quality, 
deluxe display box. 


Issued in an edition strictly 
limited to 2,014 coins worldwide, marking 
this history-making win. 


www.bradfordexchange.com/osucoin 
The indica featured on this product are protected trademarks 
of The Ohio State University 
©2015 BGE Printed in U.S.A. 17-00799-001-BI 
_ The Bradford Exchange Mint is not associated with the U.S. Government or U.S. Mint. 


CHANGE 


ee 
BRADFORD } 


9307 Milwaukee Avenue - Niles, IL 60714-1393 


Please reserve The First-Ever Ohio State Buckeyes” 
' Silver Dollar for me as described in this announcement. 
1 Limit: one per order. ease 


Buckeyes® fans will never forget when their team 
became the 2014 Football National Champions! Now, 
you can commemorate your favorite team’s shining 
moments with the ultimate tribute to the scarlet and 
gray, The First-Ever Ohio State Buckeyes® Silver Dollar 
from The Bradford Exchange Mint. 

Honoring your team’s landmark victory, this legal 
tender silver dollar is minted in 99.9% pure silver, 
One side showcases the official Ohio State Buckeyes” 
Football National Champions logo, the year 2014, 
plus stars and a football, enhanced with golden 
highlights. The other bears the coat of arms of the 
issuing government, Fiji. This officially-licensed coin 
comes in a crystal-clear, tamper-proof holder with a 
deluxe display box perfect for gift-giving. 


Order at just $179*, payable in four installments 
of $44.75 each. Your purchase is fully backed by our 
unconditional, 365-day guarantee. Send no money 
now. Return the Pre-order Application today! 


©2015 BGE 17-00799-001-B1 


Mrs. Mr. Ms. a 

‘arse (Pease Print Cleary 
Address _ = —— — 
City = 
State Zip 


~-17-00799-001-E92201 


“Plus a total of $9.00 shipping and service. A limted-edition restricted to only 2,014 coins. Pre-order confirmation + 
wil be sant to the address indicated. Product wal sip by July 31, 2015. Al sales are subject to product avalabilty 
and order acceptance i 


2015 Conference Overview 


PROJECTED FINISH 
Mountain Division 


D> BoiseState 
‘Bowl Projection: Chick-Fil-A Peach Bow! 


D Utahstate 
Bow! Projection: Famous idaho Potato Bowl 


B ColoradoState 
Bow Projection: New Mexico Bow! 


D Wyoming 
B AirForce 


D NewMexico 


West Division 


1D SanDiegoState 
Bowl Projection: Las Vegas Bow! 


BD FresnoState 
Bow Projection: Poinsettia Bowl 


B Nevada 

Bowl Projection: New Orleans Bowl 
D SanJosesState 
® Hawaii 


DuNLV 
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MWC feeling good about 
decision to woo Broncos 


BYSTEVECARP 


Remember all the hand-wringing around 
the Mountain West a couple of years ago 
when it enticed Boise State to stay and not 
depart for the Big East? Remember how 
some people were crying “Foul!” because 
the Broncos got a sweetheart television deal 
from the league and would get maximum 
exposure? 

Nobody's complaining much now. Not 
after Boise State got the Mountain West back 
on the national scene with its appearance in 
the Fiesta Bowl, a game, incidentally, it won, 
38-30, over 10th-ranked Arizona. 

The Broncos did it with a new head 
coach—Bryan Harsin—an offense which 
averaged 39.7 points a game and a defense 
that did enough things right to produce a 
12-2 overall record and a team that was 
ranked No. 16 in the country. 

Not bad for a non-Power Five Conference 
school. 

Boise State has some holes to fill, namely 
at quarterback, running back and on the 
defensive line. But Harsin has plenty of depth 
and at the very least, the Broncos will be 
favored to win the Mountain Division. 

Colorado State, which finished second 
in the division, has a new coach as Jim 
McElwain left for Florida and former 
Georgia offensive coordinator Mike Bobo 
has taken over. Can the Rams find a suitable 
replacement for star quarterback Garrett 
Grayson, who threw for 4,006 yards and 32 
touchdowns last year? 

Utah State used three QBs last year. But 
if Chuckie Keeton can finally overcome the 
knee problems which short-circuited his last 
two years and stay on the field, the Aggies 
could challenge Boise State for the top spot. 
Wyoming has a strong running game and 
a good defense. Will that be enough to get 
the Cowboys back on track and into a bowl 
game? 

In the West Division, San Diego State and 
Fresno State appear to be the top teams. 
Both teams went to bowl games, both teams 


HENEING 


THREE STORIES TO WATCH 


ich Bryan Harsin 


lost those games, but the Aztecs—who are 
trying to find a replacement for quarterback 
Quinn Kaehler and came out of spring 
practice still undecided on who that someone 
will be—appear a little more talented and a 
little deeper throughout than the Bulldogs. 

San Jose State and Nevada figure to be 
competitive and while neither appears to 
have the depth to compete for the division 
title, they both boast strong recruiting 
classes and some of that talent should be 
able to make an immediate impact. 

UNLV is rolling the dice with its new head 
coach following Bobby Hauck's resignation 
after a lackluster 2-11 season and replaced 
him with Tony Sanchez, who has been the 
guiding hand behind one of the nation's most 
successful high school programs, Bishop 
Gorman of Las Vegas. Sanchez’s challenge 
is to change the culture of losing that has 
attached itself to the program for decades, 
save for brief periods of success, 

The Mountain West had half of its teams 
play in the postseason. The pessimist might 
point to the fact that it’s almost impossible 
not to play in a bowl game given the glut of 
opportunities. The optimist, however, would 
say that getting half your teams in and going 
3-3 in those six games is an indication your 
conference is playing some decent football. 

Who's right? Both sides have a pretty 
good case that can be made. But no one can 
argue that keeping Boise State, and even San 
Diego State around, was the right call by the 
Mountain West presidents. Especially when 
they check the bank account and see the $6 
million that Fiesta Bowl appearance by the 
Broncos helped generate. 


THOUPSON HARSDL OTTO KTSINGR, AP KEETON. MARCIO JOSE SANDHEZ/ AP 


Back to the Big Time: Getting Boise State to 

play in aNew Year's Eve bowl game was huge 
for the conference's credibility. Itrestored 
some of the Mountain West's lost luster and 
the $6 million it brought in didn'thurt either. 


EBs RECRUITING AANKINGS 


by Justin Hopkins, 247Sports 


TOTAL 
RANK | SCHOOL PLAYERS 


i : 
ALL-MOUNTAIN WEST 
© OFFENSE 


QB Chuckie Keeton, Sr., Utah State 

RB Jacobi Owens, Jr, Air Force 
RB_Donnel Pumphrey, J, San Diego State 
OL Andrew Ruechel, Sr, Air Force 

OL Marcus Henry, Sr, Boise State 

OL Chase Roulller, Jn, viyoming 

OL Rees Odhiambo, Sr, Boise State 

OL Ben Clarke, Sr, Hawail 

TE Steven Walker, Sr., Colorado State 
WR Devonte Boyd, So., UNLY 

WR Rashard Higgins, J, Colorado State 


© DEFENSE 

DL Eddie Yarbrough, Sr, Wyoming 
DL_Kamalei Correa, Jr, Boise State 
DL_Joe Kawulok, st, Colorado State 
DL. tan Seau, Sr, Nevada 

1B Christian Tago, Jr., San Jose State 
1B Tanner Vallejo, Jr, Boise State 
LB Nick Vigil, J, Utah State 

DB Donte Deayon, Sr, Boise State 
‘DB Peni Vea, Sr., UNLV 
DB_Damontae Kazee, Jr., San Diego State 


DB Darian Thompson, Sr., Boise State a 


© SPECIALISTS 
K_ Donny Hageman, Sr, San Diego State 
P Alex Boy, Jr, Nevada 


IVERRATED 
4 


» Craig Bohl had done great 
things at North Dakota State, 
with three straight FCS titles. That success 
didn’t translate to Laramie, where the 
Cowboys went 4-8 after a 3-1 start—not 
what fans expected when he was hired. 


QBs wanted: Virtually every team in 

the conferenceis goingtohaveanew 
signal-caller this year. Only Utah State 
and San Jose State know whatithasatthe 
game's most critical position. 


‘azsronrs COMPOSITE 

5-STAR | 4-STAR | _3-STAR 

RECRUITS | RECRUITS | RECRUITS | POINTS 
0 1 a 
0 1 n 168.85 
0 2 n 163.43 
0 1 ry B35 
0 0 8 TUB 
0 0 6 vans 
0 0 1 16.73 
9 t) i m2 
0 0 6 10138 
0 0 1 104.52 
0 0 4 53.46 
0 0 i es 


He's a game-changer, someone who can 
get the ballback to the offense while 
short-circuiting an opposing team's drive. 
People don’t throw in his direction and he 
still makes plays. Thompson had seven 
interceptions, ran one back for a touchdown 
and at 6-2, 210 pounds, can cover 
‘everywhere on the field and make the big hit. 


UNDERRATED 


NEVADA 
e © He's an intense guy, but Brian 
Polian managed to get his mes- 
sage across. He shored up the defense, 
let Cody Fajardo do his thing at QB and 


got the Wolf Pack into a bowl game. Next 
step: a winning conference record. 


‘The Mountain 4x10: The Mountain 

Division had four teams (Boise State, 
Colorado State, Utah State and Air Force) 
winat least 10 gamesin 2014. That feat 
may be hard to duplicate. 


RATING THE MTN. WEST 


© FASTEST RECEIVER 
Shane Williams-Rhodes, Boise State 
He's 5-6 and he can motor and stretch a defense. 


© BEST HANDS: 

Tyler Winston, WR, San Jose State 

He only had 78 catches but he averaged 6.5 per game and had 
five touchdowns. If it’s close, he'll catch it. 


© BEST PASSING QB 

Joe Gray, San Jose State 

Of the returning QBs in the league, he's got the best numbers. 
Completed 63.6 percent of his throws with just nine intercep- 
tions. 


© BEST RUNNING QB 

Chuckie Keeton, Utah State 

If his knees are healthy, and that’s a big if, he’s dangerous 
when he takes off with the ball. 


© MOST ELUSIVE RB 

LaJuan Hunt, Utah State 

At 5-8 there's not much to grab onto. Led the Aggies in rushing 
with 540 yards asa freshman, 


(© BEST INSTINCTS 

Darian Thompson, S, Boise State 

He has a great feel for knowing where the ball is going to be 
and he can cover anywhere on the field. 


(© BEST ATHLETE 

JoJo Natson, WR, Utah State 

He’s only 5-7 but the guy is a big playmaker in a small package. 
Doesallot of things well. 


(© MOST LIKELY TO SUCCEED (OFF THE FIELD) 
Weston Steelhammer, Air Force 

Plans to be a pilot after football. One day, it may be his voice 
you hear saying, "This is your captain speaking...” 


© BEST UNDER PRESSURE 

Donny Hageman, K, San Diego State 

Made 80 percent of his field goal tries and all 37 PATS. He 
delivers when he’s asked to come through. 


© TOP NFL PROSPECT 

Rashard Higgins, W/R, Colorado State 

He was a finalist for the Biletnikoff Award last year, He may win 
itthis year and make himself more attractive in the draft-if he 
‘comes out after his junior season. 


© TOP IMPACT FROSH 

Tae’on Mason, San Jose State 

The four-star 6-0 receiver-cornerback from Pasadena, Calif, 
will likely play offense for the Spartans and be an inviting 
target for QB Joe Gray to throw to, 


(© HARDEST HITTER 

Nick Vigil, 18, Utah State 

Takes after his big brother Zach. Forced five fumbles and had 
123 total tackles as a sophomore. 


© BIGGEST OVERACHIEVER 

Donel Pumphrey, Re, San Diego State 

Fora guy who's just 5-9, he getsa lot done, Averaged 143.6 
yards 2 game last year and scored 20 TDs. 


© BESTINTERVIEW 

Tony Sanchez, UNLV 

Hasa lot to sell and he'll talk to anyone who will listen about 
his vision for reviving the Rebels. 


(© BEST COACH AS STRATEGIST 

Bryan Harsin, Boise State 

Big game, early-season game, doesn't matter. Has his team, 
Feady to go and ready to adjust ifneed be, 


‘© BEST COACH AS RECRUITER: 

Ron Caragher, San Jose State 

The Spartans ranked second to Boise State in overall recruiting 
class with a lot less to sell than the Broncos have. 


(© HOTTEST SEAT 

Bob Davie, New Mexico, 

Yeah, 4-8 is better than 3-9 but Lobos fans were hoping for 
a quicker turnaround. Time to take the great leap forward in 
Year Four. 


© BEST VENUE 

Mackay Stadium, Nevada 

Having a nice on-campus stadium that is also getting a facelift 
is always a plus. When the Wolf Pack are winning, this isa loud 
and tough place to play. 


Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/SNYearbooks 
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Mountain West - Mountain 


DF FINISH 


2015 SCHEDULE 


vate | orn a 
Sal Washington 

su) @BYU 55.90 
‘iM Maho State 

25 @VIRGINIA 

3 Hawait 

1 @COLORADOSTATE wr 
J @UTAHSTATE 5049 
020 Wyoming 6314 
oat @UNLW 

iL NewMexica 6049 
(20. AirForce We 
(2), @SANJOSESTATE 


@C0ACH 


Bryan Harsin 
Second year (12-2) 
Careerrecord: 207 
Offensive coordinat 
Eiah Drinkwite (st Yeen) 
Defensive coordinator 
Marcel Yates (second yaar) 


@ EAST FACTS 


Tickets: 200, 
Site:fojse, Idaho 
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Darian Thompson 


It’s safe to say the transition went pretty seamless in Boise, 
Chris Petersen moved on to the Pac-12 at Washington, Bryan 
Harsin took over and what happened? The Broncos won 
the Mountain Division, beat Fresno State in the conference 
championship game, and then capped off a 12-2 season by beating 
Arizona 38-30 in the Fiesta Bowl. 

So what does Harsin do for an encore? There are a lot of pieces 
to replace. Quarterback Grant 
Hedrick is gone. So is running 
back Jay Ajayi as is kicker 
Dan Goodale. Retooling the 
BSU offense, which led the 
Mountain West in scoring and 
total offense, will be a priority. The Broncos had the best 

kta SSroncos have att offense in the Mountain West 

y Fae in 2014, but some of the best 
experienced offensive line so plays came from 6:2, 210-pound 
that will help expedite matters. strong safety Thompson on the 
Senior center Marcus Henry is otherside of the ball, He tied 
an all-conference performer 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


Darian Thompson, S 


interceptions and helped Bolse 


the conference leader with 
who has NFL scouts looking at 


State lead the conferenc 


him because of his strength, 22—and five were returned for 
smarts, quickness and good touchdowns, Also, with 71 tackles 
feet. All five starters return cond on the team), Thompson 
% i = és gave the front seven dependable 

and that will be invaluable in help from the backfield. The senior 
helping break in a new QB. from Lancaster, Cait, will help 

Who Henry and his mates sustain the conferen 
on the O-line will protect Bley makina defense 
should be interesting. 


Sophomore Ryan Finley has 
the most experience of anyone on the roster, but keep an eye on 
incoming freshman Brett Rypien. 

Whoever gets the job will be getting the ball a lot to senior 
receiver Shane Williams-Rhodes and junior receiver Thomas 
Sperbeck. The duo combined for 119 catches and 10 touchdowns 
last year. Williams-Rhodes also was used on flanker reverses and 
had 179 yards on 15 rushing attempts in 2014 so don’t be surprised 
to see him carry the ball from time to time when Boise State looks 
to reach into its bag of tricks. At tailback, Jeremy McNichols saw 
limited action as a freshman but still averaged 9.4 yards per carry. 

Harsin may have to be patient with the offense, but he has 
a veteran defense returning and he will most likely be leaning 
on that group to carry the Broncos early in the season. There’s 
talent and experience everywhere and BSU has one of the best 
secondaries in the country, led by seniors Darian Thompson (7 
INTs last season) and Donte Deayon (6 INTs, 2 pick-sixes). 


Yes, Boise State lost a lot on offense, but there's enough quality 
for the Broncos to win the conference championship and get back 
toa big bowl game. 


2015 SPORTING NFWS COLI FGF FOOTBALL 


QB Ryan Finley (6-4, 199, So.) 

RB_ Jeremy McNichals (5-9, 198, So.) 
LT Rees Odhiambox6-4, 303, Sr.) 
LC Travis Averill 6-3, 202, Jr) 

C Marcus Henry (6-3, 296, Sr) 

RG Mario Yakoo (6-4, 327, Jr.) 

RT Steven Baggett (6-3, 295, Jr) 

TE Jake Roh (6-3, 219, 50.) 

WR Thomas Sperbeck (6-0, 176, Jr.) 
WR: Shane Williams-Rhodes (5-6, 168, Sr) 
WR Chaz Anderson (5:10, 181, Jr) 


DE SamMcCaskill (6-3, 255, Jr) 
DT Tyler Horn (6-5, 272, Sr.) 

NT Armand Nance (6-0, 311, Sr) 
DE Kamalei Correa (6-3, 244, Jr) 
LB Tanner Vallejo (6-1, 226, Jn) 
LB Ben Weaver (6-0, 231, J) 

€B_ Donte Deayon (5-9, 150, Sr.) 
CB Jonathan Moxey (5-10, 187, Jr.) 
FS Chanceller James (6-2, 214, Jr) 
FS Kameron Miles (6-1, 208, So.) 
$S_ Darian Thompson (6-2, 210, Sr) 


K Tyler Rausa(5-&, 195, Jr) 
P- Sean Wale (6-2, 185, Jr) 
Sporting News AeAmercon 


AECRUITING REPO 


* Brett Rypien, i) 
» Kameron Mites, = 
* Drew Berger, 1! 


The Broncos suffered abit of a 
setback with the loss of offensive 
coordinator Mike Sanford Jr to 
Notre Dame. However, Sanford 
was pivotal in bringingiin elite 
four-star quarterback Brett Rypien 
asa parting gift, While Rypien is 
the headliner of the top-ranked 
recruiting classin the Mountain 
West, thereis much tolike about 
what coach Bryan Harsin and 
staff did, Loading up at defensive 
back was the top priority and the 
Broncos broughtin at least seven 
players tohelp load upin the 
secondary. 
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PROJECTED STARTERS 


» 

QB Chuckie Keeton (6-2, 210, Sr) 
RB Lajuan Hunt (5-8, 195, So.) 
LT Austin Albrecht (6-5, 295, Jr) 
1G Tyshon Mosley (6-5, 290, So.) 
© Austin Stephens (6-3, 305, Jr) 
RG Tani Fisilau (6-2, 295, Sr.) 
RT Jake Simonich (6-5, 295, J) 
TE WyattHouston (6-5, 255, Jr) 
WR. Kent Myers (6-0, 195, 50) 
WR JoJo Natson (5-7, 160, Sr.) 
WR Hunter Sharp (6-0, 200, Sr.) 
Bo . 

DE Jordan Nielsen (6-5, 270, Sr) 
NG. TravisSeefeldt (6-2, 300, Sr) 
DE John Taylor (6-2, 270, Sr) 

LB Nick Vigil (6-2, 230, Jr) 

18 LTFiliaga (6-0, 240, Sr) 

LB Torrey Green (6-2, 230, Sr.) 
LB KylorFackrell (6-5, 250, Sr) 
CB Jalen Davis (5-10, 170, 50.) 
£B_ Deshane Hines (5-10, 180, Sr.) 
FS. Devin Centers (5-9, 200, Jr) 
SS_ Marwin Evans (6-1, 210,Sr.) 


Jake Thompson (6-0, 215, Jr) 
‘Aaron Dalton (6-4, 220, Fr) 
Speting Hews Al-Amedcon 


RECRUITING AE 


TP SIGN 
» Cameron Haney, «= » 
* Wesley Bailey, « 
* Daniel Langi, 


The Aggies were fortunate to 
Keep perhaps their most important 
piece intact during the offseason 
inrising younghead coach Matt 
Wells, who has drawn interest 
from bigger programs. Wells and 
hisstaff got downright defensive 
with the 2015 class, as the top four 
commits areall on defense, A big 
portion of this class was filled by 
California and Utah prospects, but 
keep tabs on West Salem (Ore) 
quarterback Cade Smith, the 
younger brother of record-setting 
former Wyoming QB Brett Smith. 


Hunter Sharp 


How many teams played three quarterbacks last year? And of 
those teams, how many produced a winning record and went 
to a bowl game? The Aggies lost starter Chuckie Keeton to a 
knee injury, the second time in two years that has happened. 
Then backup Darell Garretson got hurt and Kent Myers, a true 
freshman, played the final seven games. So if you're coach Matt 
‘Wells, you just pray that the football gods look after your QBs. 

Keeton will have to prove his 
durability if he plans to be Utah 
State’s starter. But Myers has 
shown he can get the job done, 
so if Keeton can't come all the 
way back, Utah State's still in 
good shape. 

The Aggies have a good 
target to throw to in receiver 
Hunter Sharp, who had 66 
receptions last year and 
scored seven touchdowns. 
Jojo Natson, one of the 
country’s top punt returners, 
will also catch passes and get 
touches. Natson scored seven 
touchdowns in each of the last two seasons. And tight end Wyatt 
Houston averaged 9.4 yards per catch. Utah State’s offensive line 
is experienced and is anchored by center Austin Stephens, guards 
‘Tyshon Mosley and Taani Fisilau and tackle Jake Simonich. They 
are excellent pass blockers and they should open up holes for 
LaJuan Hunt, who averaged 4.9 yards per carry as a freshman. 

‘And while Wells is obviously excited about getting his 
quarterbacks back on the field, he’s got to be thrilled about the 
seven returning starters for a defense that led the Mountain West 
in scoring (19.7 ppg) and rushing (130.7 ypg) defense. Linebackers 
Torrey Green, Nick Vigil and LT Filiaga return and they, along 
with corners Deshane Hines and Jalen Davis, will be the core 
group that should make USU tough to move the ball and score on. 

They will have to be active as Utah State lost two defensive-line 
starters, but defensive end Jordan Nielsen and nose guard Travis 
Seefeldt will return to get pressure up front while also trying 
to effectively play the run. Ifa revamped defensive line means 
opposing quarterbacks getting more time, the secondary will be 
ready. Davis and Hines are both experienced corners and free 
safety Devin Centers gives Utah State a guy who can make plays at 
the point of attack and can also play the ball in the air. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


Inhis first 
Aggies, the juco tran 
Palmdale, Calif,, quick 
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Utah State will play a very good nonleague schedule with road 
games at Utah and Washington in mid-September. Survive those 
and start fast with the MWC opener against Colorado State at 
home and the Aggies can exceed last year’s accomplishments. 


Sil @UTAH 


0.3 ColoradoState 


0.2) @SANDIEGOSTATE 
0.50, Wyoming 

(7 @NEWMEXICO 
(ie @AIRFORCE 

0) Nevada 

jon BYU 


@ COACH 
Matt Wells. 


Career record: 19-9 
Offensive coordinators: 


Defensive coordinator: 


UTAH STATE 
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2015 SCHEDULE 

2014 
DATE. OPPONENT wESULT 
5 Savannah tate 
SVP Minnesota 
5) Colorado m0 SMT 
S25 @UTSA 
US QUTAHSTATE 163 
(10 Boise state 2431 
ON) Airforce un 
115) SanDiego State 
7 @wvomnc 451 
Ji UNty 
2) @NEwmexico 58:20 
(i @FRESNOSTATE 


> 
Mike Bob 


Fist year 


Offensive coordinator: 


ve coordinator 
an Surin (lst 


Stadium: Hugh 


Tickets: 00-491 
Site: Fort Callin, Col 
Website: sian 
Twitter: ai SUFo 
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OFFENSE 
Nick Stevens (6-3, 190, So.) 
Treyous Jarrels (5-7, 185, Sr) 
Trae Moxley (6-5, 300, So.) 
Nick Callender (6-5, 327, Jr) 
Kevin O'Brien (6-3, 295, Sr.) 
Fred Zerblis (6-3, 295, Jr.) 
Sam Carlson (6-4, 290, Sr) 
Steven Walker (6-2, 238, St.) 
Kivon Cartwright (6-4, 245, Sr) 
Rashard Higgins (6-2, 188, Jr.) 
Joe Hansley (5-10, 180, Sr) 
DEFENSE 
Joe Kawulok (6-6, 260, Sr.) 
Terry Jackson (6-2, 280, Sr.) 
Justin Hansen (6-5, 305, Sr) 
SteveO Michel (6-1, 230, Sr.) 
Cory James (6-1, 240, Sr.) 
Deonte Clyburn (6-1, 225, Jr) 
Kevin Davis (6-3, 235, Jr.) 
Tyree Simmons (5-11, 185, Jr) 
Preston Hodges (5-11, 200, Jr.) 
‘Trent Matthews (6-3, 210, Sr.) 
Kevin Pierre-Louis (6-1, 215, Sr) 


SPECIAUSTS 
Berto Garcia (5-7, 191, So.) 
Hayden Hunt (5-11, 210, Jr) 
‘Sporting News All-American 
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You knew the country was 
paying attention to the Rams’ 
‘success last year when Florida 
was able to hire head coach 
Jim McElwain away from Fort 
Collins. So what did Colorado 
State do in response? It went to 
the Southeastern Conference 
and tabbed Georgia assistant 
Mike Bobo as McFlwain's 
replacement. 

Bobo, who was the Bulldogs’ 
offensive coordinator, probably 
wishes he had shown up a year 
earlier to coach quarterback 
Garrett Grayson (4,006 passing 
yards, 32 touchdowns). 

Redshirt sophomore Nick 
Stevens, junior Craig Leonard 
and redshirt freshman 
Coleman Key will battle it out 
for the starting QB job. 

‘They'll target Rashard 
Higgins, perhaps the nation’s 
top receiver, who averaged 
eight receptions a game and 
18.2 yards per catch while 
scoring 17 touchdowns as a 
sophomore. 

Also gone is running back 
Dee Hart (1,275 yards, 16 
touchdowns), who elected to 
go pro after his junior year. 

The Rams’ defense, with 
eight returning starters, may 
have to lead the way. Three 
starters on the line (19 sacks) 
Teturn as well as the entire 
secondary. But Cory James 
(22 career sacks) is the lone 
returning starter at linebacker. 

‘The conference schedule is 
tough. Not only does Colorado 
State open on the road at Utah 
State, it will be the team’s 
third straight game away from 
home. After facing the Aggies 
in Logan, Utah, CSU hosts Boise 
State, Air Force and San Diego 
State. 


(WINE Having to replace 
a star quarterback, the top 
running back and a successful 
coach in the same year might 
be too much to ask in terms 
ofa division title. A winning 
record coupled with a minor 
bowl bid might be a more 
realistic goal. 
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DATE, OPPONENT 
55 NorthDskots 

S02 faster Michigan 
510 @WASHINGTON STATE 
5.18 New Mexico 3036 
0.3 GAPPALACHIANSTATE 

00 @AIRFORCE ma 
01 Nevada 

2% @BOISESTATE 1463 
e20 @uTanstaTt 370 
NT Colorado State 35 
i @SANDIEGOSTATE 
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> 
Craig Bohl 


Secondye 


Careerrecord:|08:40) 


Offensive coordinator: 
Brent Vioe yen) 
Defensive coordinator: 
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2014 RECORD: 4-8 
Stadium: Wat Memor 


QB Cameron Coffman (6-2, 186, Sr) 
RB Shaun Wick (5-10, 212, Sr.) 

RB_ Brian ill 6-1, 204, So.) 

LT Ryan Cummings (6-5, 294,50.) 
LG Chase Roullier (6-4, 293, Jr.) 
© Rafe Kiely (6-3, 306, Sr) 

RG Charlie Renfree (6-3, 268, Fr.) 
RT Taylor Knestis (6-5, 288, So.) 
TE Jacob Hollister (6-4, 230, Jr.) 
WR Tanner Gentry (6-2, 198, Jr) 
WR Jake Maulhardt (6-6, 215, Jr) 


® DEFENSE 

Eddie Yarbrough (6-3, 251, St) 
Chase Appleby (6-0, 260, Jr) 
Uso Olive (6+1, 301, Jr) 

Sia0si Hala‘ap'api (6-2, 255, Sr.) 
Lucas Wacha (6-1, 214, J.) 
Malkaam Muhammad (6-0, 228, Sr) 
‘Will Tutein (6-2, 210, Jr) 

Robert Priester (5-9, 168, S0.) 
Tyran Finley (5-9, 177, Sr) 
TimMamana (5-11, 196, So) 
Chavez Pownell Jr. (5-11, 192, Fr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


Justin Martin (5-10, 178, Jn) 
Ethan Wood (6-3, 173, Jr.) 
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When Craig Bohl was hired 
last year, it wasn’t with the 
intent of going 4-8 and missing 
the postseason. In fairness, 
2014 was a transition year. 
Wyoming was looking to run a 
pro style offense after running 
a spread offense. Defensively, 
the scheme was different too 
so finding the right personnel 
and executing on a consistent 
basis was a challenge. 

But Year Two figures to 
0 a lot smoother. Yes, the 
Cowboys need a quarterback 
after Colby Kirkegaard 
finished up his final year and 
threw for 2,660 yards and 
12 touchdowns. But with a 
solid running game and an 
experienced offensive line, it’s 
not a make-or-break situation 
as it is with other teams in the 
Mountain West (think Nevada 
and Air Force). Indiana transfer 
Cameron Coffman will get a 
long look to win the starting 
QBjob. 

‘The Cowboys return three 
starters on the offensive line— 
center Rafe Kiely, left guard 
Chase Roullier and left tackle 
Ryan Cummings. It’s easy to 
guess which way Wyoming 
will run when they give it to 
running back Shaun Wick (83.7 
yards per game). 

Defensively, Wyoming 
has Eddie Yarbrough, its 
two-time all-conference end, 
leading a group that will be 
able to win a lot of battles 
at the point of attack. Siaosi 
Hala’api'api figures to get a 
lot of opportunities to make 
plays at the other end spot as 
teams look to double up on. 
Yarbrough. 

Junior Ethan Wood has 
proved to be a reliable punter, 
averaging 41.4 yards as a 
sophomore. 


AWNIMUNE Boh! knows how 
to win—-witness what he did 
at North Dakota State. The 
Pokes should post a winning 
record and grab a bowl bid, 
say, the New Mexico Bowl. 
Albuquerque, anyone? 
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2015 SCHEDULE 

2014 
DATE) OPPONENT. RESULT 
55, Morganstate 
SVL SanJoseState 
S10) @MICHIGANSTATE 
3 @NAW 2021 
{210. Wyoming 17 
‘0)] @COLORADOSTATE 7124 
0.04 Fresno State 
oa) @HAWAIL 
\y rmy Be 
(0G Utah State 1634 
1.20, @BOISESTATE on) 
a8 @NEWMEXICO 5 
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Troy Calhoun 


Ninthyyear (59-44) 
Careerrecord;59:44 
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PROJECTED STARTERS 

BD OFFENSE 

QB Nate Romine (5-11, 195, Jr) 
RB Jacobi Owens (5-11, 190, Jr) 
FB D.J, Johnson (5-9, 210, Jr.) 
AT Matt Rochell (6-3, 260, Sr.) 
1G Colin Sandor (6-3, 275, Jr) 

© dylan Vail (6-1, 265, Jr) 

RG Andrew Ruechel (6-1, 240, Sr) 
RT Sevrin Remmo (6-3, 240, Sr) 
TE Garrett Griffin (6-4, 225, Sr) 
WR Jalen Robinette 6-3, 220, 47) 
WR Garrett Brown (5-9, 170, Sr) 


BD DEFENSE 

DE Alex Hansen (6-2, 260, Sr.) 

DT Samuel Byers (6-5, 257, Jr) 

NG David Harts (6-0, 255, Jr) 

18 Connor Healy (6-0, 225, 5r) 

18 Ryan Watson (6-3, 240, Jr.) 

LB Patrick Healy (6-0, 225, Jr) 

LB Dexter Walker (60, 205, Sr) 

CB Jesse Washington (6-0, 180, Jr) 

CB Hayes Linn (6-0, 175, Jr.) 

FS. Kalon Baker (6-0, 185, Sr) 

$8 Weston Steethammer (6-2, 200, Jr) 

D SPECIALISTS 

K Drew Oebrle (6-0, 160, Sr) 

P Brett Dunn (5-10, 190, Sr.) 
‘Sporting News All:American 


‘The Falcons bounced back 
nicely from a dreadful 2013 
season which saw them go 210 
and winless in the Mountain 
West. A 10-3 overall record, a 
5-3 season in conference play 
and a 38-24 win over Western 
Michigan in the Famous Idaho. 
Potato Bowl earned coach Troy 
Calhoun a five year contract 
extension. 

But for Air Force to 
duplicate what it did in 2014 
and not revert back to 2013, 
the Falcons are going to have 
to fill several key gaps, not the 
Jeast of which is replacing Kale 
Pearson at quarterback. He 
was ninth in the conference 
in total offense with 2,277 
yards. More importantly, he 
had experience running the 
Falcons’ option attack and it 
takes time to learn how to run 
that offense effectively. 

Nate Romine backed up. 
Pearson last year and in 
limited action he threw for 
208 yards. ‘The junior will 
likely battle senior Karson 
Roberts for the starting QB 
job. Whoever gets the job 
will be handing the ball off to 
running back Jacobi Owens, 
who rushed for 1,054 yards 
and scored five touchdowns as 
asophomore, 

‘There are lots of holes to fill 
ona defense that limited teams 
to just 24.2 points a game. 
Only four starters return, 
led by end Alex Hansen, an 
all-conference selection who 
had 10 tackles for loss, and 
Weston Steelhammer, a junior 
strong safety who had six 
interceptions last year, tied for 
third-most in the conference, 

‘The Falcons always play a 
challenging schedule and this 
year is no different with road 
games at Michigan State, Navy, 
Hawaii and Boise State. 


\ITUMLNE With the starter 
at QB unknown, let alone the 
uncertainties that come with 
both options, it’s going to bea 
battle to have a winning record 
and get back to a bowl game. 


NEW MEXICO 
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2015 SCHEDULE 
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Bob Davie 
Fourth year (t1-26) 
Career record: 46:5) 
Offensivecoordinator: 
Boh Debiesse ((ourth yea) 


Defensive coordinator: 
Kevin Cuxgfove (second year) 


qe, WM 
abos.co 
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IDJECTED STANTENS 
OFFENSE 
Lamar Jordan (5-10, 183, 50.) 
thurell Pressey (5-10, 200, Sr) 
‘Tetiyon Gipson (5-8, 176, Jr.) 
Reno Henderson (6-3, 260, Jr.) 
Eden Mahina (6-3, 290, Sr.) 
Garrett Adcock (6-2, 282, Jr.) 
Bryan Oldenkamp (6-4, 310, Sr.) 
Johnny Vizcaino (6-2, 275, Jr) 
Reece White (6-1, 220, Sr.) 
Carlos Wiggins (5-8, 162, St.) 
Dameon Gamblin (5-10, 163, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

Nik D'Avanzo (6-3, 285, Jr) 
Cole Juarez (6-2, 305, St.) 
Garrett Hughes (6-1, 270, So.) 
Donnie White (6-1, 227, Jr) 
Dakota Cox (6-0, 230, Jr.) 
Kimmie Carson (6-0, 228, So.) 
{saiah Brown (5-11, 180, Jn) 
Cranston Jones (5-8, 167, Sr) 
Daniel Henry (6-0, 170, Jr.) 
Ricky Bennett (6-0, 210, So,) 
Ryan Santos (5-10, 186, Jr) 


SPECIALISTS 

Jason Sanders (5-10, 170, So.) 
Zack Rogers (5-9, 190, Sr) 
Sporting News Al-American 


Download Sporting News Yearbooks’ free mobile app. 


‘There are two signs 
that point to a team that is 
struggling: First, one of your 
players leads the conference 
in tackles, which means your 
defense is probably on the 
tield longer than it would like 
to be, Second, you have one of 
the best punters in the league, 
which means your offense 
isn’t staying on the field long 
enough. 

And so it goes at New 
Mexico, where Bob Davie 
has yet to produce a winning 
campaign in three seasons. 
In 2014, Lobos shared the 
basement of the Mountain 
Division with Wyoming, Of 
course, given the mess Davie 
had to clean up following the 
horror show that was the Mike 
Locksley Era, he should get a 
little more slack cut his way. 

‘There are some assets. 
Dakota Cox is one of them, 
‘The junior linebacker led the 
league in tackles with 12.9 per 
game despite playing just nine 
games due to an ACL injury. He 
should be 100 percent for the 
start of the season. 

Offensively, Jhurell Pressley 
is the Lobos’ primary weapon. 
‘The senior running back 
rushed for 1,083 yards and 
scored 12 touchdowns in 2014, 
And with the quarterback 
situation up in the air, look for 
Davie to go with the sure thing. 

But that also means the 
other team will be looking to 
stop the run. New Mexico was. 
dead last in the MWC in first 
downs with 205. Of those, 
only 41 came through the air. 
At some point, Davie needs to 
find a little bit of balance in his 
attack. Otherwise, Zack Rogers 
is going to have a busy senior 
season, The Lobos’ punter was 
used 56 times last year and 
averaged 42,6 yards per boot. 


(HOME With Tittle depth 
and no clear-cut choice at 
quarterback, it looks like it'll 
be more of the same for New 
Mexico: another losing season 
and no bowl game, 
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56 SanDiego 

S12 @CALFORNIA 
\19 South Alabama 
S16 @PENNSTATE 
0.2 Fresno State 
010 @HAWAL 

ONY @SANOSESTATE 
Uahstate 

1:3). @COLORADO STATE 
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Gun 

Nevada 


@ COACH 


Rocky Long 
Fifth year (3: 

Career record:$/-89 
Offensive coordinator: 
Jt Horton sty 
Defensive coordinator 
Rocky Long (se an) 


@ FAST FACTS 


2014 RECORD:7-6 


2014, 
RESULT 


Rou 
14-30 


Donnel Pumphrey. 


‘The Aztecs tied Fresno State for the division title in 2014 thanks 
to a 24-13 loss to the Bulldogs back on Oct. 3. This year, the game 
is in San Diego but coach Rocky Long is hoping the West Division 
doesn’t come down to one game. 

San Diego State has the conference’s top rusher in Donnel 
Pumphrey (1,867 yards, 6.8 yards per carry, 20 touchdowns). So 
while SDSU figures out who will ultimately replace Quinn Kaehler 
at quarterback, it does so 
knowing the Aztecs can move 
the ball and compete. 

As for who that someone 
will be, spring practice didn’t 
help establish a No. 1. Former 
Oregon backup Jake Rodrigues 
is battling Kentucky transfer 
Maxwell Smith and redshirt 
freshman Drew Anderson for 
the job. 

“I can't tell who the starter 
is right now.” Long said after 
the team’s spring game in late 
March. 

Senior guard Darrell Greene, 
an all-conference honorable 
mention selection, will head 
up the O-line and senior right 
tackle Pearce Slater gives the 
Aztecs experience up front. 

Defensively, San Diego State has a lot of speed and an ability 
to get to the ballcarrier or the quarterback. Last year, the Aztecs 
were first in the Mountain West in total defense (332.5 yards a 
game) and second in scoring defense (19.8 points a game). 

The secondary, in particular, will be tough to throw against. 
Junior cornerback Damontae Kazee had 13 pass breakups as a 
sophomore and along with senior cornerback J.J. Whittaker and 
junior safety Malik Smith, they are a very talented group. 

As for the special teams, Long has shored up that unit. Donny 
Hageman is a reliable kicker (20-for-25 on field goals last year). 
Rashaad Penny averaged 25 yards per kickoff return and Lloyd 
Mills averaged 11.4 yards per punt return and had a 67-yard TD 
return, 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 
Donnel Pumphrey, RB 


At5-9 and 171 
Pumphirey is ti 
things com 


winds, 
ng proof that big 
n small pack 


There's still room for improvement. Remember, the Aztecs 
went 7-6 last year and were 1-5 on the road. San Diego State 
should be good enough to win the division, return to a decent- 
sized bowl again and perhaps post double-digit wins. But for that 
to happen, the Aztecs need to find a reliable quarterback, get 
another solid season from the defense and find a way to win away 
from Qualcomm Stadium. 


2015 SPORTING NEWS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


S-YEAR RECORD —'})-2!) 


QB Maxwell smith (6-5, 235, Sr.) 
RB_Donniel Pumpiirey (5-9, 170, Jr) 
FB_ Dakota Gordon (5-10, 235, Sr.) 
LT kwayde Miller (6-7, 310, Jn) 
LG Nico Siragusa (6-5, 325, Jr) 

C Arthur Flores (6-5, 305, Jr.) 
RG Darrell Greene (6-4, 315, Sr) 
RT Pearce Slater (6-7, 335, Sr) 
TE Daniel Brunskill (6-5, 250, Jr) 
WR Lloyd Mills (5-10, 165, Jr) 

WR. Mikah Holder (6-0, 175, So) 


DE Jon Sanchez (6-2, 260, Sr.) 

OT Alex Barrett (6-3, 260, Jr.) 

DE Dakota Turner (6-3, 235, So,) 
LB Calvin Munson (6-1, 235, Jr) 
1B Fred Melifonwu (6-5, 235, So.) 
1B _Jay Henderson (6-2, 205, So.) 
CB Damontae Kazee (5-11, 180, Jr.) 
©B J.J, Whittaker (5-10, 180, Sr.) 
FS Na‘imMcGee (6-0, 200, Jr.) 
SS Trey Lomax 5-11, 185,50) 
$8 Malik Smith (6-0, 185, Jr.) 


K Donny Hageman (6-1, 170, Sr.) 
P Tanner Blain (6-0, 210, Jr) 


Sporting News Al-Amercan 
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+ Desean Holmes, )/!) «es 
* Kyahva Tezino, |) 
* John Carroll, ¢ 


The Aztecs areno strangers 
toplucking some gems from the 
fertile California recruiting grounds. 
This classhas.a few key standouts, 
led by 247Sports Composite four- 
starathlete Desean Holmesand 
four-star linebacker Kyavha Tezino. 
Both, along with underrated tight 
end John Carroll, will have a chance 
tomakean immediate impacton 
the field for San Diego State, One 
key will be the development of five 
incoming offensive linemen 


Ee 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Zack Greenlee 6-1, 200,50.) 
RB Marteze Waller (5-11, 209, Sr) 
AT Alex Fifita (6-4, 303, Sr.) 

LG Aaron Mitchell (6-2, 291, 50) 
© BoBonnheim (6-2, 283, Sr) 
RG Jacob Vazquez (6-2, 283, J") 
RT Justin Northern (6-5, 285, Sr.) 
TE Chad Olsen (6-5, 222, So.) 
WR Aaron Peck (6-3, 213, Sr.) 

WR Delvon Hardaway (6-1, 191, So) 
WR Justin Johnson (6-1, 207, St.) 


DE Todid Hunt (63, 263, r) 

NG Nathan Madsen (6-4, 275, So.) 

DE Claudelt Louis (6-4, 292, Sr) 

LB Xavier Ulutu (6-1, 248, So) 

1B Kyrie Wilson (6-2, 238, 5) 

LB Ejiro Ederaine (6-3, 221, Sr.) 

1B Brandon Hughes (6-3, 216, Jr.) 

CB Charles Washington (5-11, 197, Sr) 
CB Malcolm Washington (6-2, 165, 0.) 
FS Shannon Edwards (5-11, 191, Sr.) 
$8 Dalen Jones (6-1, 196, Jr) 


K Jimmy Camacho (5-10, 160, Jr) 
P_ Garrett Swanson (6-0, 217, St.) 


Sporting News AkAmeican 


RECRUITING REPO 


* chason Virgil, 8 « 
» Bryson Oglesby, * 
* Mike Bell, f © 


Itcould almost be considered 
theft with the signing of West 
Mesquite (Texas) quarterback 
Chason Virgil for Fresrio State. 
Afterbacking away froma 
longtime commitment to 
MississippiState, the pro-style 
quarterback founda home with 
the Bulldogs. Juco wide receiver 
Josiah Blandin (6-4, 195 pounds) 
could also help make animmediate 
impact. However, Fresno State 
dlidh'tlose tack of fertile northern 
Galifornia, Look for tightend Jared 
Rice and cornerback A.J. Greeley to 
have an immediate impact. 


Marteze Waller 


Think it’s easy to replace a star quarterback? The Bulldogs 
needed some time to get used to life without Derek Carr last year 
and even after Fresno State settled on Brian Burrell. it was still a 
bit of a roller coaster ride. Lose three, win three, lose three, win 
three, lose two. That’s what FSU’s 6:8 season looked like in 2014. 

Yes, the Bulldogs got to a bowl game but they were handled 
rather easily by Rice in the Hawaii Bowl, losing 30-6, And as the 
team looked ahead to 2015, it 
once again has to come up with 
a starting quarterback. Will it 
be sophomore Zack Greenlee? 
Will it be sophomore Kilton 
Anderson? Or maybe true 
freshman Chason Virgil wins 
the job, 

When spring practice ended 
March 28th, DeRuyter had 
not committed to a starting 
quarterback. 

Senior running back 
Marteze Waller will be asked to 
shoulder much of the burden 
offensively. Last year, Waller 
rushed for 1,368 yards and 
scored 11 touchdowns. He has 
the benefit of running behind. 
an experienced offensive line 
as center Bo Bonnheim, along with tackles Justin Northern and 
Alex Fifita, have logged a lot of minutes the past couple of years. 

‘And whoever winds up as the QB won't have Josh Harper to 
throw to. Harper has graduated and with him went 90 receptions 
and seven touchdowns. Aaron Peck is back (32 receptions) and 
he may be the primary target this year. Redshirt freshmen Keyan 
Williams and KeeSean Jolson are also expected to contribute, 

Defensively, Fresno State ranked toward the bottom in the 
Mountain West with teams averaging 32.4 points and 456 yards 
per game against the Bulldogs. The linebacking corps is decent 
but health is an issue. Still, Brandon Hughes and Kyrie Wilson are 
proven performers and they will help senior linemen Todd Hunt 
and Claudell Louis control the line of scrimmage. 

‘The Bulldogs have an experienced special-teams unit with 
punter Garrett Swanson and placekicker Jimmy Camacho. That's 
one less concern for DeRuyter. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


Marteze Waller, RB 


How tot 
9-pound senior 
his shoulder ina win against 


‘There are a lot of holes that need replacing and a lot of 
unknown variables facing the Bulldogs. It will be a challenge to 
repeat what they did in 2014. And with a tough nonconference 
schedule that includes Ole Miss, Utah and BYU, 2015 may be a 
year where Fresno State has to reboot. 
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a 5 
sire loroven fi 
5.4 Abilene Christian = 
412 @OLEMISS w 
$9 Utah 158. 1 
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O10 Utah State Lad 
te UNLV 230, 
WS Nevada 40-20 
WM) @HAWAIL 28-21 
ha @BYU 
120 Colorado State 


@ Cath 


Tim DeRuyter 


Defensivecootdinator: 
Nick Toth (fourth year) 


@ FAGTFALTS 


‘2014 RECORD:6-8 
(lost aR 
Stadium: Bulldo 
Tickets:5 5927 

0, Calif. 


Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/SNYearbooks 115 
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NEVADA 


WOLF PACK 

2015 SCHEDULE 

2014 
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1 UCDavie 
S12 fvitona 1835 
51) @TEXASRAM 
5.26 @BUFFALO 
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(00 New Mexico 
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0.28 Hawai 2618 
118. @FRESNOSTATE 2040 
ei SandceStae 2h 
Jal @UTANSTATE 
(28 @smnoiecostare a0 
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PRIJECTED STANTENS 

D OFFENSE 

QB Tyler Stewart (6-4, 220, Jr) 

RB_ Don Jackson (5-10, 210, Sr) 

LT Austin Corbett (6-4, 280, So.) 

16 Adam Khouri (6-3, 295, So.) 

© Jeremy Macauley (6+, 305, Jr) 
RG Jonathan Eitzman (6-3, 260, So.) 
RT Humberto Lopez (6-5, 305, Jr.) 
TE Jarred Gipson (6-1, 240, Jr) 

WR. Hasan Henderson (6-5, 220, Jr) 
WR. Brayden Sanchez (5-11, 200, Jr) 
WR. Jerico Richardson (5-11, 190, Jr) 


BD DEFENSE 

DE fan Seau (6-2, 255, Sr.) 

NG. Salesa Faraimo (6-2, 275, Jn) 

DT Rykeem Yates (6-2, 270, Sr.) 

DE Lenny Jones (6-3, 276, Sr.) 

18 Bryan LaneJr (6-4, 220, St) 

LB Jordan Dobrich (6-2, 235, Sr) 

1B Matthew Lyons (6-2, 230, Sr) 

CB Ahki Muhammad (5-9, 180, Fr.) 

CB_ Elijah Moody (5-11, 175, Fr) 

FS Asauné Rufus (6-0, 185, Fr.) 

$8_ Kendall Johnson (6-0, 180, 50.) 

@® SPECIALISTS 

K Brent Zuz0 (5-10, 175, Jr) 

P Alex Boy (6-3, 195, 1) 
Sporting News AAmerar 


‘The transition to Brian 
Polian’s style of coaching 
continues in Reno and look 
for Year Three of his regime 
to yield some positive results. 
The Wolf Pack played with 
more of an edge last year and 
it earned it a 7-6 overall record 
and a spot in the New Orleans 
Bowl. More importantly, 
Nevada competed well in 
conference play, going 4-4 in 
the West Division. 

A lot of that success was 
due to senior quarterback 
Cody Fajardo, who had an 
outstanding career. But 
Fajardo is gone and Polian 
needs to find a suitable 
replacement. Tyler Stewart, 
ajunior, would appear to 
have the inside track given 
his experience in backing up 
Fajardo. 

Senior running back Don 
Jackson should take some of 
the heat off the QB. Jackson. 
rushed for 957 yards last year 
and scored seven touchdowns. 

Hasaan Henderson is 
turning out to be a reliable 
commodity at wide receiver 
as he caught 45 passes and 
averaged 12.9 yards a catch. 

Tan Seau, the nephew of the 
late Junior Seau, is Nevada’s 
top lineman. He can rush the 
quarterback and also play the 
run effectively and, along with 
senior Rykeem Yates, should 
help the defense improve. 

Punter Alex Boy was a 
second-team all-conference 
selection and led the league 
with a 44.3-yard average. 

Beyond the field, Mackay 
Stadium is getting a $35 million 
face-lift. That will be a strong 
selling point to recruits and 
the 15-member signing class of 
2015 should yield some talent 
right away. 


(WOM UML Polian has this 
program moving in the right 
direction and if he can find 
a serviceable quarterback, 
Nevada should return toa 
bowl game for the second 
consecutive year. 
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2015 SCHEDULE 

2014 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT 
Sc Newllampsice 
Si @ARFORCE 
$8 @OREGONSTATE 
5.26 FresnoState 438 
0.3 @AUBURN 1359 
O10 @UNW 310 
1) Sanbiegostate 738 
1.20 Newsexica 
io BYU 
8 @NEVADA 1021 
vat @nawan 043 
ND Bolsestate 
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Ron Caragher 
Third yeat (9-15) 
Career record:53-37 


Offensive coordinator: 
AlBorges (list year) 
Defensive coortlinator: 
Greg Robinson(secod year) 


> 
2014RECORD:3-9 


Spaitan'Stadlum 


Tickets:077-8)St/ 1X 
Site: San ose 


PROJECTED STARVLAS 

BD OFFENSE 

QB. Joe Gray (6-2, 207, Sr) 

RB_ Tyler Ervin (5-10, 277, Sr) 
RB Shane Smith (6-2, 238, Jr) 
UT Wes Schweitzer (6-5, 301, Sr) 
1G Jeremiah Kolone (6-3, 285, 50.) 
© Keoni Taylor (6-3, 293, 50.) 
RG Chris Gonzalez (6-3, 295, So.) 
RT Nate Velichko (6-7, 300, So.) 
TE Billy Freeman (6-3, 232, Jr) 
WR Tyler Winston (6-2. 191, Jr) 
WR Tim Crawley (5-7, 170, 1) 


BD DEFENSE 

DE Cedric Lousi (6-3, 261, Sr) 
DT Tony Popovich (6-2, 262, Sr.) 
DT Keenan Sykes (6:3, 277, Jr) 
DE Eugene Taylor (6-3, 233, Jr) 
AB Christian Tago (6-1, 237, Je) 
LB William Ossai (6-2, 225, So.) 
1B Jared Leaf (6-2, 240, Sr.) 
CB sJimmy Pruitt (6:0, 203, Sr) 
ce 
fs 
ss 
>» 
K 
P 


Cleveland Wallace Ml (5-11, 177, Jc) 
Maurice McKnight{6-0, 181, So,) 
Vincente Miles Jr. (6-1, 196, Sr) 
SPECIALISTS 

Austin Lopez (6-0, 209, Sr.) 
Michael Carrizosa (5-10, 229, So.) 


Spartiog News Ah Amecan 


at 


While many Mountain 
West teams are trying to 
figure out who will be their 
starting quarterback, no such 
issues exists in San Jose. Joe 
Gray is the man and he has 
an opportunity to get the 
program back on track and 
back to a bowl game, 

Coach Ron Caragher would 
like nothing better than to see 
a repeat of 2012 when San Jose 
State won II games, including 
the Military Bowl. 

Gray, a 6-2, 207-pound 
senior, completed 63.6 
percent of his passes, 
throwing for 2,305 yards and 
11 touchdowns while being 
intercepted just nine times last 
year. He possesses a strong. 
arm and makes good decisions 
with the football. But that’s 
easy to do when you have 
‘Tyler Winston catching those 
passes, The junior was second 
in the conference in receptions 
per game last year, hauling in 
6.5 balls a contest, 

‘The offensive line has 
experience and there’s more 
depth than there was a year 
ago. That should give new 
offensive coordinator Al 
Borges some tools to work 
with as he tries to put some 
energy into an attack that 
generated just 19.3 points per 
game last season. 

Defensively, San Jose State 
was decent against the pass 
but not great in stopping the 
run, Cornerbacks Cleveland 
Wallace Il and Jimmy Pruitt 
were all-conference last year 
and they will anchor a good 
secondary. Christian Tago (96 
tackles) was third best among 
linebackers in tackles per 
game in the Mountain West. 


WMONIWE Gray can make 
San Jose State fans forget 
about the 3-9 disaster of last 
year and, if the defense can 
get its act together, a winning 
season is a distinct possibility, 
A fast start will help Caragher 
get things turned around. 


HAWAII 


WARAIOAS 


2015 SCHEDULE 

7018 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT 
52, Colorado 20 
SY @OHOSTATE 
S14 UeDavis 
5.26 @WIsCONSIN 
(L) @BOSESTATE 
‘0)0- SanbiegoState 1020 
‘ON @NeW MEXICO 
1.) @NEVADA 1826 
0) AiForce 
Ay @UNLY 3195 
AM FresnoState 108 
121 SandoseState 130 
2H Louisiana-Monroe 
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Norm Chow 
Fourth year(8-29) 
Careerrecord:6-29 
Oftensivecoordinator: 
Don Bailey (test year) 
Defensivecoortlinator: 
TomMason first year) 


> 


2014RECORD; 4-9 

Stadium: Aloha Stadium (50000) 

Tickets: 808-944:2697 

Site:fionolulu 

Website: hawaiathletits.com 
jiFootball 


PRIJECTEN STATENS 

© OFFENSE 

QB kaika Woolsey (6-1, 210, Jr) 
RB Steven Lakalaka (5-10, 215, Jr) 
FB Justin Vele (6-0, 245, 51) 

AT Ben Clarke (6-3, 285, Sr) 

1G Dejon Alten (6-2, 270, So.) 

© Brenden Urban (6-1, 295, 5) 
RG Elijah Tupai (6-4, 265, So.) 
RT Leo Koloamatangi (6-5, 275, 
TE Harold Moteni (6-2, 245, Sr.) 
WR Marcus Kemp (6-4, 185, Jn) 
WR Quinton Pedraza (6-2, 220, Sr.) 


BD DEFENSE 

DE Kennedy Tulimasealii (6-1, 280, Jr) 
NT Penitito Faalologo (5-11, 250, So.) 
DE Luke Shawley (6-3, 240, Sr.) 

Jerrol Garcia-Williams (6-2, 215, Sr.) 
Simon Poti (6-0, 220, Sr) 

Lance Williams (6-0, 220, Sr.) 
Jeremy Castro (6-4, 240, 50.) 
‘Ne'Quan Phillips (5-9, 185, St.) 
Nick Nelson (6-0, 190, 50.) 
Trayvon Henderson (6-0, 190, Jr) 
Daniel Lewis (5-11, 180, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 


Kainoa McDonald (5-4, 160, Fr) 
Alex Irifonovitch (6-1, 180, Fr.) 


Sporting News AbAmericon 
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In three seasons, Norm 
Chow has gone 8-29. At 
most schools, that gets 
you fired. But at Hawaii, 
where resources are scarce 
and there has been talk of 
dropping football because it’s 
such a money-loser, there’s 
no funding available to buy 
Chow out and spend even 
more on a new coach. 

‘There was some good news 
from last year. The team won 
four games, equal to what 
Chow accomplished in his 
first two years, and didn’t 
finish last in the conference. 

Hawaii's defense was a 
big part of the improvement 
from 2013 to 2014. It allowed 
418,2 yards per game in the 
Mountain West where teams 
can go for 500 or more yards 
on any given day. So to be 
in the middle of the pack 
defensively is a good thing. 
‘The problem is many of those 
defenders have graduated. 

Only six defensive starters 
are back. Junior Trayvon 
Henderson is coming off a 
very good year at free safety 
where he had 63 tackles. 
Linebacker Simon Poti was 
right alongside with 63 tackles 
and two sacks, 

Offensively, senior 
tackle Ben Clarke has been 
overlooked because his unit 
has struggled to perform. 

But he has played well in his 
three years with the Rainbow 
Warriors and he will lead an 
offensive line that will try to 
protect whoever the starting, 
quarterback turns out to be, It 
may be junior Ikaika Woolsey. 

He better be able to get thi 
ball to Marcus Kemp, Hawaii's 
fine receiver who can gain 
those critical yards after catch, 


WMWMUNE There aren't 
enough playmakers on offense 
and not enough experience 
on defense to build off the 
4-9 record of a year ago. Most 
likely, the Rainbow Warriors 
regress a bit and the fan base 
gets a little more agitated. 
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2015 SCHEDULE 
2014 

DATE OPPONENT RESULT 
SS @NORTHERNILINOIS 34.88 
2 ven 

@michiGAN 
220 Maho State 
0.3 @NEVADA 249 
(0) Sentose State 10:83 
6 @FRESNOSTATE 3027 
(1A) Boise State 
0) Hawai 3537 
(0) @COLORADO STATE 
ah SanDlegoState 134 
20, @WYOMING 


+ 
Teny Sanchez 
year 


Offensive coordinator 

Barney Cotton (fi 

Defensive coordinat 
) 


QB Kurt Palandech (6-1, 190, Jn) 
RB Keith Whitely (5-9, 185, Jr.) 
FB MarcPhilippi (5-10, 220, J) 
LT Kyle Saxelid (6-7, 270, $0.) 


C Will Kreitler (6-0, 295, 1) 

RG Nick Gstrein (6-4, 295, St.) 

RT Eric Noone (6-2, 300, Jr) 

TE Jake Phillips 6-6, 255, Sr) 

WR Devonte Boyd (6-1, 175, So.) 

WR Anthony Williams (5-11, 190, Sr.) 


B® DEFENSE 

DE Sonny Sanitoa (6-3, 260, Sr) 

DT TuliFakauho (6-1, 300, Sr) 

DE Dominic Baldwin (6-5, 240, Jr) 

18 Tau Lotulelei (6-1, 220, Jr.) 

(LB Matt Lea (5-10, 210, So.) 

LB Ryan McAleenan (6-2, 230, Jr) 

LB Iggy Porchia (6-2, 225, Jn) 

£8 Jay’Onn Myles (5-8, 175, J) 

8 Torry McTyer (6-0, 180, Jr) 

FS Kenny Keys (6-4, 190, Sr) 

$5 Peni Vea (6-1, 205, Sr) 

B® SPECIALISTS 

K Jonathan Leiva (5-11, 175, Sr.) 

P Logan Yunker (6-2, 200, 51.) 
Sporting News A Arerican 


Mike Sanford couldn’t get 
it done. Neither could Bobby 
Hauck, So the Rebels are 
reaching out to Tony Sanchez, 
who turned Las Vegas’ Bishop 
Gorman High School into a 
national power. 

Sanchez hit the ground 
running, bringing in a stellar 
recruiting class and getting 
money raised to build an 
indoor practice facility, 
something that has long 
been needed, along with an 
academic center. And he put 
the returning players on notice 
that every job is open, even if 
you're a star. 

Wide receiver Devonte Boyd 
happens to be one of those 
select few. The Mountain West 
Freshman of the Year had 65 
receptions and scored four 
touchdowns while averaging 
15.1 yards a catch, You will see 
him on the field for sure. 

You'll also see strong 
safety Peni Vea. Vea was an 
honorable mention all- 
conference performer as a 
junior and had 88 total tackles, 
second to junior linebacker 
‘Tau Lotulelei (99), the other 
Rebel who'll see the field. 

Offensively, the quarterback 
job is indeed wide open and 
Blake Decker, who took the 
majority of snaps a year ago 
(2,886 yards, 15 touchdowns, 
18 interceptions) is being 
pressed hard by redshirt 
freshman Kevin Thomson and 
junior-college transfer Kurt 
Palandech. 

Returning running backs 
Keith Whitely and George 
Naufahu shouldn't feel secure 
either. Linebacker Mare 
Philippi switched to offense 
in the spring and he could 
emerge as the starter, 


HTUMUNE Sanchez has 
brought a new energy level 
to the program and there are 
signs the future may be bright 
for the Rebels. But the reality 
is a new system with a tough 
schedule will make wins hard 
to come by. 


Follow Sporting News Yearbooks on Twitter @SN_Yrbks 
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2015 Conference Overview 


North Division 


D Oregon 
‘Bowl Projection: CFP Semifinals (Orange Bowl) e e 
B Stanford 
‘owt Projection: Holiday Bowl 1-3 
® Washington 
Bow Projection: Su Bowl e 
Some great QBs/offenses espite 
Bow Projection: Hawai owl 
B® OregonsState e 
D ashingtnstate loss of Mariota, Hundley 
Zour Division BYBRUCEPASCOE Oregon and Stanford still have College 
D> Use Ma Oe Football Playoff potential if they can 
Bara ach cinta Marcus Mariota and his Heisman Trophy answer a few questions: The Ducks need 
BD UCLA are gone, and that’s only one reason the somebody—probably dynamic FCS transfer 
Bow Projection: Alzmo Bowl ! ; 
BD ari balance of power has shifted southward in quarterback Vernon Adams—to take the keys 
zona 


Bow! Projection: Foster Farms Bowl 


B ArizonaState 
Bowl Projection: Las Vegas Bow! 


the Pac-12. Virtually every South team is on 
an upward arc, even (in very relative terms) 
at cellar-dwelling Colorado. 

USC has shaken off a coaching change and 


of their explosive offense, while Stanford 
has to replace eight starters from its rigid 
defense, The other four teams In the North 
are all in varying stages of rebuild, the most 


» ER ee NCAA sanctions enough to get back in the notable being Oregon State, which is shifting 
tees conference title hunt, while UCLA just hasto from a pro-style offense under longtime 


plug in a new quarterback to a team loaded 
with experienced talent on both sides of the 
ball, 

At Arizona State, quarterback Mike 
Bercovici's long wait for a starting job will be 
rewarded with plenty of playmaking threats 
around him, while Arizona has plenty of 
offensive firepower—and Lombardi Award 
winner Scooby Wright—returning from the 
bunch that wrestled away the South Division 
title last season. 

There are signs of dysfunction in Utah, 
where both coordinators took off, but the 
Utes are coming off their first winning season 
in conference play. And Colorado, well, is at 
least making games closer. 

The North Division isn’t as deep but 


former coach Mike Riley to new boss Gary 
Andersen's spread attack, 

While Mariota and UCLA’s Brett Hundley 
aren't on the conference marquee anymore, 
there are compelling quarterbacks to watch 
in USC's Cody Kessler and Cal's Jared Goff, 
plus a boatload of talented rushers. Six of 
the seven Pac-12 running backs who gained 
1,000 or more yards last season return, and 
Arizona State is so loaded that it can afford 
to move one of them, D.J. Foster, to wide 
receiver. 

Last season, the Pac-12 had six teams win 
nine or more games and went 6-3 in bowl 
games. Even if nobody gets in the CFP this 
time, the overall depth in the conference 
suggests that sort of success is sustainable, 


TERI AP, ADAM ELAINE THOMPSON /APACK- MARK TERRILL] AP 


SOR AEKSY 


Nickels: Withall the spread offenses in the 

Pac-12, it’s no surprise that nickel packages 
keep popping up. New defensive coordinators 
at Washington State and Oregon State have 
jumped on board. too. 


HENUING 


THREE STORIES 10 WATCH 
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TS AECAUITING RANKINGS 


Shurburtt, 2475ports 


‘e<ysrorr= COMPOSITE 


3-STAR 


fe |, 

PLAYERS | RECRUITS | RECRUITS | RECRUITS | POINTS 
1 usc uy 4 “ 8 310.44 
2° UCLA 1” z) 0 6 269.68 
3. Oregon n 1 6 5 245.78 
4 ArizonaState Bz] a a 6 m4As2 
5 Stanford 2 0 5 T 220.45 
G Washington u 0 5 ry 7558 
1 California m 0 3 9 198.12 
8 Arizona % 0 1 a 186.48 
9 Washingtonstate 2 0 1 9 184.87 
10 Utah w a 0 3 183.16 
Nl Oregonstate 9 0 0 8 164.78 
12 Colorado cc) 0 1 6 16212 

© OFFENSE 


QD Cody Kester, 5, USC 
RB Royce Freeman, So,, Oregon 
RB Devontae Booker, Sr, Utah 
OL Max Tuerk, Sr, USC 

OL Jake Brendel, Sr, UCLA 

OL Nick Kelly, Sr, Arizona State 
OL KyleMurphy, Sr, Stanford 
OL ToaLobendahn, So, USC 
WR Nelson Spruce, Sr, Colorado 
WR JuJu Smith, So,, USC 

WR Cayleb Jones, J, Arizona 


© DEFENSE 

DL Kenny Clark, Jr, UCLA 

DL Eddie Vanderdoes, Jr, UCLA 
DL DeForest Buckner, Sr, Oregon 
DL Hunter Dimick, Jr, Utah 

1B Myles Jack, Jr, UCLA 

18 Scooby Wright, J, Arizona 
1B Blake Martinez, Sr, Stanford 
DB Su'a Cravens, Jr, USC 
Fabian Moreau, Sr, UCLA 

DB Adoree' Jackson, So., USC 
DB Budda Baker, So, Washington 


© SPECIALISTS 
K Andy Phillips, J, Utah 
P- TomHackett, Sr, Utah 


OVERRATED 
@ 


issues: Kyle Whittingham lost both his 
coordinators, while appearing to have a 
strained relationship with A.D. Chris Hill. 


Rushers: The Pac-12 returns eight 
ofits top 10 rushers and thestats 
could get crazy this season considering 
that anumber of teams haverebuilding 

defensive fronts. 


» The Utes’ nine wins last season 
covered up simmering chemistry 


Hard to believe a USC quarterback actually 
gets overlooked, butwihile the eyes were 

‘on Marcus Mariota and Brett Hundley last 
season, it happened. Kessler threw for a 
Pac-12-record-tying 39 touchdowns against 
‘only five interceptions. And now he has even 
more talent around him. 


UNDERRATED 


ARIZONA 
A » The Wildcats’ tepid finish 
last season overshadowed a big 
year of improvement. Rich Rodriguez 


has plenty of talent returning and his 
recruiting keeps picking up steam. 


‘Versatility: Shaq Thompsonis 

gone but UCLA's Myles Jack (RB/ 
LB), Arizona State's Kalen Ballage and 
Washington's Budda Baker and John Ross 
are among the league's two-way threats. 


RATING THE PAC-12 


© FASTEST RECEIVER 
Devon Allen, Oregon 

Elite hurdter missed CFP title game with a knee injury buta 
bigger global stage could await in 2016 Rio Olympics. 


© BEST HANDS 
Nelson Spruce, WR, Colorado 
Former high school baseball infielder rarely makes errors. 


‘© BEST PASSING QB 

Cody Kessler, USC 

Completed 69.7 percent of his passes in the most efficient USC 
passing season ever. 


© BEST RUNNING QB 

Vernon Adams, Oregon 

Replacing Marcus Mariota is all but impossible but the FCS 
dual-threat sensation could ease the pain. 


© MOST ELUSIVE RB 

).J. Foster, Arizona State 

Technically, he's more of a wide receiver these days, but Foster's 
speed and skill make big plays wherever he is. 


(© BEST INSTINCTS 

Scooby Wright, L8, Arizona 

‘Anose for the ball combined with a relentless motor has made 
him one of the country's best defenders. 


© BEST ATHLETE 

Myles Jack, RB/LB, UCLA 

Give him the ball, or have him chase it~either way, the two- 
way star gets it done, 


© MOST LIKELY TO SUCCEED (OFF THE FIELD) 
Nelson Spruce, Wf, Colorada 

Mf the Fortune 500 had a draft board, the finance whiz would 
beon that, too, 


© BEST UNDER PRESSURE 

Jared Goff, 08, Cal 

‘Manages to stay poised and keep plays alive on a rebuilding 
team. 


© TOP NFL PROSPECT 

‘Myles Jack, RB/LB, UCLA 

Near-certain first-round NFL Draft pick can play linebacker, 
safety or even running back as a pro. 


‘© TOP IMPACT FROSH 

Josh Rosen, 08, UCLA 

The poised, smart and strong-armed quarterback might grab 
the keys to the Bruins’ high-powered offense right away as a 
true freshman. 


(© HARDEST HITTER 

Su’a Cravens, $/18, USC 

Versatile and fearsome, Cravens is a one-man wrecking crew at 
safety or linebacker. 


© BIGGEST OVERACHIEVER 

Scooby Wright, LB, Arizona 

Did @TwoStarScoob, as he calls himself on Twitter, make a 
huge leap to All-America status—or did the evaluators just 
whiff on him? 


‘© BEST INTERVIEW 

Daniel Lasco. R8, Cal 

Honest, insightful and down to earth, the Bears’ leading rusher 
is their go-to guy behind the mic. 


‘© BEST COACH AS STRATEGIST 

David Shaw, Stanford 

Recruiting isn’t the only reason the Cardinal keep playing ata 
consistently high level. 


‘© BEST COACH AS RECRUITER 

Steve Sarkisian, USC 

You don’t need to step on a plane to recruit five-star talent at 
USC, but Sarkisian drives pretty fast, too. 


(© HOTTEST SEAT 

Mike Macintyre, Colorado 

‘The Buffs are making progress, but one Pac-12 win in two years 
just doesn't cut it 


(© BEST VENUE 

‘Autzen Stadium, Oregon 

‘Smart acoustics, rabid fans and a perennially dynamic team 
make for unforgettable moments along the Willamette River. 
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2015 SCHEDULE 


DATE OPPONENT 
56 Eastern Washington 
SAL @MICHIGANSTATE 
S19 GeorgiaState 
5.26 Utah 

03 @coLoraDo 
0.10 Washington State 
7 @WASHINGTON 
(128 @ARIZONASTATE 
WY California 

4 @staNFoRD 

jul use 

(127, Oregon State 


@ COACH 
Mark Helfrich 
Thicd year( 

Careerreei 

Offensive coordinator: 
Scott Frost third year) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Don Pellum (second year) 


@ FAST FACTS 


SOARES 3-2 


Byron Marshall 


For years now, that next-man-up mentality 
has served Oregon pretty well. Star running 
backs, quarterbacks and coaches alike take 
off, and the Ducks still manage to compete for 
Pac-12 and national titles. Every year. 

But this is something else: After the Ducks 
made it to the first College Football Playoff 
title game last season, they lost the Heisman 
Trophy winner (Marcus Mariota), three other 
All-Americans (defensive back Ifo Ekpre- 
Olomu and offensive linemen Hroniss Grasu 
and Jake Fisher) along with NFL-bound Arik 
Armstead. 

So what happens now? The Ducks can start 
by finding somebody who can at least try to 
replace what Mariota did. Thanks to some 
fortunate timing and the NCAA’s grad-transfer 
route to collegiate free agency, they may have 
an immediate answer in FCS All-American 
Vernon Adams. An undersized but mobile 
quarterback with a strong arm, Adams didn’t 
have a single FBS offer coming out of high 
school in southern California—so he instead 
put up crazy passing and rushing numbers 
for FCS power Eastern Washington. Then he 
rankled the Eagles after last season when he 
opted to graduate and spend his final season 
in Eugene. 

No doubt Adams isn’t going through all this 
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\ QUIS NATIONAL Ray : 


Byron Marshall, WR 


Versatility and superior athleticism 
aren't new to the Oregon football 
program, but Marshall takes things to 
another level. In 2013 he led the team 
in rushing (1,038 yards) and was the 
20th Duck to reach 1,000 yards. Last 
year he contributed mostly as a receiver 
and caught 74 balls (31 more than any 
other Oregon receiver) for 1,003 yards, 
He considered the NFL but returns to 
help Oregon remain competitive while 
transitioning to Heisman-winning 
quarterback Marcus Mariota’s successor. 


to play a backup role. Leading the still-loaded 
Ducks will give him a much better chance to 
showcase himself for the NFL. But he'll have 
to quickly learn Oregon's system upon arrival 
this summer. If he isn’t ready, the most likely 


MASCOT RCKBOWWER / 


returner to get the job is Jeff Lockie, Mariota’s backup 
last season. Lockie’s old job meant he pretty much just 
ran the offense through some motions once the game 
was out of hand. But Lockie is a three-year veteran of 
the program who has the playbook down cold and has 
learned from Mariota’s every move. 

Whoever gets the job, however, may not have quite 
the protection that Mariota enjoyed. There are huge 
holes on the line after the losses of Grasu, Fisher and all- 
conference pick Hamani Stevens. While there is plenty 
of talent to replace them, and a leader in senior tackle 
‘Tyler Johnstone, inexperience could be an issue. 

‘The big-play threats mostly remain. The Ducks have a 
potent one-two punch in running backs Royce Freeman 
and Thomas Tyner, while the receiving corps is loaded 
with size, talent and speed. Bralon Addison returns 
from a torn ACL to give more depth, too. 

Defensively, the Ducks" biggest holes are in the 
secondary, where three starters departed: Ekpre- 
Olomu, Troy Hill and Erick Dargan. The potential 
replacements are young, though sophomore Chris 
Seisay gained some valuable experience playing in 
place of the injured Ekpre-Olomu during the CFP 
games. 

Seniors Rodney Hardrick and Tyson Coleman lead 
adeep group of linebackers that includes several 
rotation players from last season, while the line remains 
especially strong after senior DeForest Buckner opted 
to return for his final season, The 290-pound Hawaiian, 
who sat out spring drills after arthroscopic knee 
surgery, has surprising athleticism that has already 
caught the attention of NFL scouts. 

The Ducks don’t plan to abandon their core 3-4 
alignment but they may rush four defenders more often 
this season after sometimes dropping eight players back 
in coverage last year. That philosophy should be a good 
fit for linebacker Christian French, who led the Ducks 
in sacks (6.5) last season even though he didn’t start a 
game. 


BOTTOM LINE 


If Oregon is ever going to drop back into that second 
tier of elite teams, this is the year it happens. But, even 
with the question at quarterback, there’s just too much 
talent and experience around to envision the Ducks 
falling too far off the map. They just might have to 
stretch a little harder to stay near the top this time. 


RECRUITING REPORT ee>srornrs 


The Ducks ranked No. 
16 nationally (No. 3in the Teseas a, 
Pac-12) per 247Sports Tacim al goes 
andtherearedifference- = . travis Jonsen, 0! =-»** 
makers throughout the 
class who are dripping 


with athleticism. Canton Kaumatule could play inside or 
outside on the defensive line or offensive tackle. Taj Griffin was 
one of the fastest high school running backs in the country 
and Oregon swiped him from the Atlanta area. Travis Jonsen 
isa perfect fit for the Ducks’ offense. He's 6-4, hasa good arm 
and can run with the best of them. Zach Okun isa future star at 
offensive guard. 


RETURNING STATLEADERS 


» PASSING 
JeffLockie 
GP_Effic. Cmp-Attint Pet, Yas, 1D Avg/6 
WO) 483 2428-0 750 2071) 207 
RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
Royce Freeman 1365) 5418 910 


RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/6 


ByronMarshall 15/74/1003 /136 6 669 


OBEHIND THE MASK 

In 1940, drawings of Oregon's mascot 
began to resemble Donald Duck, so former 
athletic director Leo Harris met with Walt 
Disney and reached an informal handshake 
‘agreement granting Oregon permission to 
use Donald Duck as its mascot. 


BAN TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC. ono 
SCORING B35 
PontsPerGane 45238 
FIRSTOOWINS 405 349 
82 
198 189 
% 2% 


Yards lostrushng Zs on) 
Attempts a4 587 
‘Average Per Rush 55 2 
‘Average Per Game 2345 165.4 
Tbs a Z 
PASSINGYARDAGE 46873964 
Comp-Att-nt 306-474-4 35)-58113 
‘Average Per Pass 99 
AveragePer Catch 4 113 
AveragePerGame 31252643 
TDsPassing 44 Fl 
TOTALOFFENSE 2056445 
Total Plays me 168 
‘Average er Play 13 55 
Average Per Game 547.0 429.1 
KICKRETURNS:*-YOS 45-886 93-1989 
1-69 
48 
24 
63 
20 
30-21 
91-809 
$3.9 
66-2906 
4) 
Netpuntaverage 364 36) 
TIMEDFPOSS./GAME 76:49 3351 
3RO-DOWNCONV, 98/198 107/242 
‘3rd-Down Pet, 49%, 4% 
ATH-DOWN CONV, 1728 19/39 
th-Down et. bi 49% 


‘SACKS BY-YARDS 37292 S85 


MISC YARDS 0 

TDSSCORED 90 43 

FG-ATTEMPTS 8-21 18-24 

‘ATTENDANCE 401952206341 
Games/AvgPerGame —7/57422.__4/S1585 
Neutral Siteames. 4/R8551 


SCOREBYQTRS Ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT 
Oregon 122 238-176 45 0 68) 
‘Opponent 7 9B 86 93 0 354 
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BD OFFENSE 

QB Jeff Lockie (6-2, 205, Jr) 
Vernon Adams (6-0, 190, Sr) 

RB Royce Freeman (5-11 230, So.) 
Thomas Tyner (5-11, 215, Jr.) 

1 Tyler Johnstone (6-6, 295, Sr) 
Stetzon Bair (6-9, 295, Sr) 

1G Matt Pierson (6-6, 285, Sr.) 
Haniteti Lousi (6-5, 310, Sr) 

© Jake Pisarck (6-2, 300, So) 
Doug Brenner (6-2, 305, So) 

RG _CameronHunt (6-4, 290, Jr) 
Evan Voeller (6-5, 290, $0.) 

RT Tyrell Crosby (6-5, 310, $0.) 
Braden Eggert (6-6, 315, Fr.) 

TE Pharaoh Brown (6-6, 250, St) 
Evan Baylis (6-6, 250, Jr) 

WR Dwayne Stanford (6 5, 205, J) 

Darren Carrington (6-2, 195, $0.) 

Byron Marshall (5-10, 200, Sr.) 

Jalen Brown (6-1, 200, Fr) 

WR Devon Allen (6-0, 185, 50.) 
Bralon Addison (5-10, 190, Jr) 


BD DEFENSE 
DE DeForest Buckner (6-7, 290, Sr) 
Henry Mondeaux (6-5, 290, So.) 
NT Alex Balducci (6-4, 310, Sr.) 
Austin Maloata (6-1, 300, So,) 
DE 1.J.Daniel (6-6, 275, Jr) 
Tui Talia (6-5, 285, Sr.) 
‘OLB Christian French (6-5, 250, Sr.) 
Justin Hollins (6-6, 230, So.) 
MWB Rodney Hardrick (6-1, 245, Sr) 
Danny Mattingly (6-5, 245, So.) 
LB Joe Walker (6-2, 240, Sr.) 
Jimmie Swain (6-2, 235, 50.) 
GLB. Tyson Coleman (6-1, 235, Sr.) 
Torrodney Prevot (6-3, 220, Jr) 
€B Charles Nelson (5-8, 170, So.) 
Arrion Springs (5-11, 205, So.) 
€B Chris Seisay (6-1, 190, So.) 
Ugo Amadi (5-10, 185, Fr.) 

FS Reggie Daniels (6-1, 205, Jr.) 
Khalil Oliver (6-0, 200, Fr.) 
$8 _ Tyree Robinson (6-4, 205, So.) 

Juwaan Williams (6-0, 190, So.) 


BD SPECIALISTS 
K Aidan Schneider (6-4, 235, 90.) 
P _ tanWheeler (6-0, 205, So.) 


Sporting News AltAmerican 


Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/SNYearbooks 


YHON Z1-DVd 


van; 
HIN 


ORDER, 
DF FINISH 


2015 SCHEDULE 
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Oregon 
California 

(28 Notre Dame 


Offensive coordinat 
Hike Bloomaten (third ye 


@ FAST FACTS 


2014RECORD:8-5 


2014, 
RESULT 


1048 
3814 


310 
DB 
3447 
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Blake Martinez 


It wasn’t all that long ago that five losses 
and a minor bowl appearance would have 
been a reason to celebrate on The Farm, But 
four straight BCS bowls have spoiled Stanford 
fans so much that when the Cardinal blew 
out Maryland in the Foster Farms Bowl just 11 
miles away from campus in Levi's Stadium, 
the place was barely half full. 

‘The question now is whether Stanford has 
enough to get back to the elite standard that 
current coach David Shaw and predecessor 
Jim Harbaugh have set. Offensively, the return 
of quarterback Kevin Hogan and 10 other 
starters should allow the Cardinal to improve 
the complex, but often static, offense that 
dragged through the first two-thirds of last 
season. But the defense will require another 
leap of faith. While Stanford has managed to 
perennially plug holes on defense capably, 
this year’s team returns only four starters— 
and potentially three if safety Zach Hoffpauir 
opts to leave for professional baseball. 

Worse, because of injuries, the Cardinal 
had trouble establishing the new look 
defensively in the spring. Inside linebacker 
Blake Martinez was the only returning starter 
practicing at one point. But Martinez is at 
least a good place to start; Having steadily 
improved throughout his career, Martinez 
became the Cardinal's leading tackler last 
season (102) in the middle of a defense that 
lost three starting linemen and eight starters 
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DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


Blake Martinez, LB 


Martinez saw meaningful action for 
the first time asa junior in 2014, but two 
years of earning his time and working 
his way up the depth chart paid off. The 
6-2, 247-pound senior led Stanford 
in tackles last year (102) and showed 
an impressive combination of speed, 
strength and instincts with seven tackles 
for loss, 4.5 sacks, four QB hurries, two 
forced fumbles and a team-leading three 
intetceptions. 


overall. Among those gone are all-conference 
safety Jordan Richards, cornerback Alex 
Carter (left early for the NFL) and Wayne 
Lyons (transferred to Michigan). 

But Shaw says he’s impressed with 
the talent his team has defensively and, 
somehow, Stanford always manages a pretty 
high standard there. After all, it had to figure 
out what to do without linebackers Trent 
Murphy and Shayne Skov and other key 
players last season—yet mostly throttled 


MARTINEZ RK SCUTER/AP 
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opponents by holding them to just 16.4 points a game. 
‘The Cardinal’s rushing defense (104.5 average yards 
allowed per game) was particularly stiff. 

But inexperience at cornerback and a thin defensive 
line—which has little experience other than Aziz Shittu 
and Cal graduate transfer Brennan Scarlett-could make 
for some anxious moments. Kodi Whitfield and Dallas 
Lloyd hold promise at safety, even if Hoffpauir leaves 
for baseball, while Stanford needs to stretch its corners 
to be able to rotate into nickel packages when needed. 

Offensively, the Cardinal was shakier until it managed 
to average 38 points during its final three games of 
last season. The leadership of Hogan and continuity 
throughout should help Stanford pick up where it left 
off at Levi's Stadium. 

Instead of relying on one workhorse running back, 
the Cardinal is likely to go for the second straight 
year with more of a committee approach, returning 
leading rusher Remound Wright and Barry Sanders Jr., 
while the versatile Christian McCaffrey adds another 
element. The son of former Stanford and NFL receiver 
Ed McCaffrey, Christian could also line up as a wide 
receiver and return kicks or punts, too, 

‘The only question at quarterback entering the fall is 
whether highly touted sophomore Keller Chryst, the 
son of San Francisco 49ers offensive coordinator Geep 
Chryst, can beat out junior Ryan Burns for the backup 
spot. 

Stanford also returns talented receivers Devon 
Cajuste and Michael Rector, and a strong crew of tight 
ends led by Austin Hooper. 

On the line, Stanford shifted Kyle Murphy over from 
right to left tackle to make up for the loss of blind-side 
blocker Andrus Peat, who left for the NFL, It’s just a 
matter of whether Casey Tucker or Nick Davidson plugs 
in for Murphy. 

Stanford lost both kicker Jordan Williamson and 
punter Ben Rhyne, but Conrad Ukropina, the Cardinal's 
kickoff man in 2013, is expected to handle both this year. 


BOTTOM LINE 


There’s enough returning talent and the track record 
under Shaw that suggests Stanford won't lose five 
games this time, But after i 
development severely in the spring, they'll have to 
figure it out quickly in the fall-and he ready for two 
conference road games in September, the first at USC. 


AUITING f 


Fl 


This Stanford class mar 
finished No. 24 nationally, g i war kaseleese 
according to 247Sports. . Sraahkiiqeont 1V, ce > 


Irwin has excellent 
hands, size and speed 
and should see the field 
early in his Cardinal career. Frank Buncom IV isa bigger corner 
who couldalso play safety, while Bryce Love isa track/speed 
guy. The strength of the class is in the secondary, where Ben 
Edwards (out of Florida) and Justin Reid (Louisiana) are the big 
out-of-state gets. Quenton Meeks is a 6-2, 195-pound corner 
from California who fits in with the rest of the group, which asa 
whole has elite potential. 
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RETURNING STAT 


» PASSING 

Cmp-Att-Int Pet. Yds. TD Ava/G 
| 48.8 | 232:352-8 | 65.9 2792 48 
RUSHING GPA Net Avg. TO Ava/s 
Remound right 12/135) 601 [45 111) $0) 
ECEIVING GP. No. TD Avw/6 


AustinHooper 13 40) 499 112.512 | 38.4 
» TACKLES: GP. Solo Assist Total 
Blake Martinez BT 53.1 49 | 102 
z BP No. 

Peter Kalambayl aT 65 | 

S INTERCEPTIONS No, Yards Avg. 10 
Blake Martinez 3121070 


OBEHING THE MASK 

The Tree is amember of the Stanford 
‘band and is representative of EL Palo Alto, 
the Redwood tree that still stands by the 
railroad bridge in East Pato Alto beside 
San Francisquito Creek near the Stanford 
campus. 


TEAM STATS 


STATISTIC 
SCORING 

Points Per Game m2 164 
FIRSTOOWNS 266, 29 
Rushing 95 ro 
Passing 19 m7 
Ponalty 2 18 
RUSHINGYARDAGE 206485 
Yards gainedrushing 28251812 
Yaidslostrusing 2B 454 
Rushing Alters a1 443 
AveragePer Rush 43 31 
‘veragePerGame 156.8104. 
TDs Rushing % i 
PASSING YAROAGE a 2 
Conp-Atein 248-3818. 245-430-172 
AveragePer Pass 18 54 
AverogePerCotch a4 
AveragePer Gama mg 
10sPassing 2 
TOTALOFFENSE 2671 
Total Plays. 873 
‘Average Per Play aL 
‘Average Per Game i824 
KICK RETURNS: ¥-YOS 1559 
PUNTRETURNS:¥-YDS 2.159 
INTRETURNS:#-YDS 0:33 
KICKRETURW AVG, 22 
PUNTRETURNAVG, 69 
INTRETURNAVG.. 4) 
FUMBLES-LOST ie) 
PPENALTIES-YARDS 31.599 
Average Per Game 538 
PUNTS-YARDS 87-3437 
Average Punt N9 
Netnuntaverage 350 
TIME OF POSS./GAME 2741. 
‘3RD-DOWNCONV. ny 
31d-DownPet 36% 
ATH-DOWNCONY, 12 
Ath-Down Pct AN 
‘SACKSBY-YARDS: 23-194 
imiscyARDS 0 
TOSSCORED 16 
FG-ATTEMPTS 444 
ATTENDANCE 997254 
Games/AvgPerGame 6/65376 
Neutral sie Games 34780 


ISCOREBYQTRS _Ist_2nd 3rd! Ath_ OT 
Stanford 92 128 48 75 10. 353 
Opponent 2 6 98 NB 2B 


DEPTH CHANT 
® OFFENSE 


Kevin Hogan (6-4, 225, Sr.) 
Keller Chryst (6-5, 231, S0,) 
Daniel Marx (6-2, 247, So.) 


Christian McCaffrey (6-0, 197, So.) 
Barry Sanders J. (5-10, 198, Sr.) 
Kyle Murphy (67, 298, Sr.) 
David Bright (6-5, 295, Jr) 
Joshua Garett (6-5, 325, Sr) 
Brendon Austin (6-6, 296, Sr.) 
Graham Shuler (6-4, 287, Sr.) 
Johnny Caspers (6-4, 297, 5) 
Johnny Caspers (6-4, 297, St.) 
David Bright (6-5, 295, Jr) 
Casey Tucker (6-6, 305, So.) 
Nick Davidson (6-7, 288, Sr) 
Austin Hooper (6-4, 249, Jr) 
Eric Cotton (6-6, 239, Jr.) 
Michael Rector (6-1, 185, Sr.) 
Rollins Stallworth (6-4, 210, St.) 
Devon Cajuste (6-4, 229, Sr.) 
Francis Owusu (6-3, 215, Jr) 


BD DEFENSE 


oT 


DE 


OLB 


iu 


rt 


OLB 


cB 


cB 


fs 


8s 


Ai Shittu (6-3, 275, St) 
Jordan Watkins (6-2, 262, Sr.) 
Nate Lohn (6-3, 265, Sr.) 
Solomon Thomas (6-3, 256, Su.) 
Harrison Phillips (6-4, 255, So.) 
Brennan Scarlett (6-4, 260, Sr.) 
Peter Kalambayi (63, 245, Jc) 
Joey Alfieri (6-3, 228 , So.) 

Noor Davis (6-4, 243, Sr) 

Craig Jones (6-0, 221, Sr.) 

Blake Martinez (6-2, 247, St.) 
Kevin Palma (6-2, 253, Jn) 

Kevin Anderson (6-4, 245, Sr) 
Mike Tyler (6-5, 230, Jr) 

Ronnie Harris (5-10, 173, Sr.) 
Aja Holder (6-2, 174, So.) 
Terrence Alexander (5-10, 178, So.) 
‘Alameen Murphy (5-11, 185, $0.) 
Zach Hoffpauir (6-0, 197, Sr.) 
Brandon Simmons (6-0, 182, So.) 
Kodi Whitfield (6-2, 204, St.) 
Dallas Lloyd (6-3, 213, Sr.) 


BD SPECIALISTS 


Conrad Ukropina (6-1, 189, St.) 
Conrad Ukropina (6-1, 189, St.) 
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2014, 
DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 


Sa @BOISESTATE 


S12 SacramentoState 

S12 UtahState 

S20 California 347 
08 @usc 

1) Oregon 2045 


24 @STANFORD 1320 
Arizona 6-27 


"7 Utah 

(18 @ARIZONASTATE 1024 
2) @OREGON STATE om 
(27 Washingtonstate 3h3 


@ COACH 


Chris Petersen 
Second year(8-6) 
Careerrecords 100-18 


Offensive coordinator: 


@FASTFACTS 


‘2014 RECORD: 8-6 


home St 


Jaydon Mickens 


Chris Petersen is entering his second year coaching the 
Huskies, but if it feels like his first, you'll have to forgive him, The 
offensive line is new. The defensive line is new. And there was a 
key quarterback missing, again, in the spring. 

Oh, well. Cyler Miles, the guy who wound up starting at QB last 
season after he was suspended for 2014 spring drills, missed this 
spring and could be out all season for unspecified personal reasons. 


So the Huskies moved on with a 
three-man race at quarterback, 
where the front-runner is Jeff 
Lindquist, a solid running threat 
who served as Miles’ backup last 
season. Two newcomers are also 
getting a look: redshirt freshman 
KJ. Carta-Samuels, a strong 
passer and runner, along with 
true freshman Jake Browning. 
Whoever the quarterback 
is might need some patience. 


DIFFERENGE-MAKER 


Jaydon Mickens, WR 


it's hard to predict the 
performance of a receiver without 
a dependat ack, At 
the'same time tl estimate 


for solid quarterback play isa 
dependable targi 
Micker 


‘The offensive line will have to 
replace Uuee starlets, Uiough, 
three-year regular Dexter 
Charles is back at left guard, 

‘There isn't a whole lot 
of depth at receiver behind 
veteran Jaydon Mickens, who 
caught 60 passes last season, but the electric John Ross returns to 
wideout after the secondary borrowed him out of necessity late last 
season. Running back is in good shape with Dwayne Washington, 
Deontae Cooper and Lavon Coleman. Washington has great speed 
for his size, while Cooper shook off old knee issues to average 20.4 
yards a game last season. 

Good defense up front helped keep Washington afloat in the Pac- 
12. North last season, with the Huskies second in the league in rushing 
defense (124.0 yards allowed per game), second in sacks (3.7 per 
game) and third in scoring defense (24.8 points allowed per game). 
But there are no guarantees this time: Washington lost linebacker 
Shaq Thompson to the NFL, and four more of the frontseven 
starters are gone. Washington is migrating away from a 4-3 to more 
of a 3-4, trying to keep pressure on from different angles. There’s 
intrigue in 329-pound nose tackle Vita Vea, ifhe can stay in shape, 

If things don’t get much better in the secondary, which allowed 
286.6 passing yarels per game in 2014, it might be tempting to 
press Ross back into duty, But one-time Oregon commit Budda 
Baker became a Freshman All-America pick last season at safety. 


‘There may not be much star power emerging but the Huskies 
have enough talent and depth to stay around .500 in conference 
play. Any big improvement is still down the road, 
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PADJECTED STARTERS 


QB Jeff Lindquist (6-3, 244, Jr) 
RB Dwayne Washineton (6-2, 221, Jr) 
UT Jake Eldrenkamp (6-5, 298, Jr.) 
1G Dexter Charles (6-5, 312, St.) 

C _Siosifa Tufunga (6-3, 313, Sr.) 
RG Shane Brostek (6-4, 301, Jr.) 
RT Coleman Sheltor (6-4, 282, So.) 
TE Joshua Perkins (6-4, 226, Sr) 
WR Jaydon Mickens (5-11, 171, Sr) 
WR_ Dante Pettis (6-0, 183, So.) 

WR Brayden Lenius (5-5, 217, 50) 


DE Will Dissly (6-4, 275, S0,) 

NT Vita Vea (6-5, 329, Fr) 

DT Elijah Qualls (6-1, 305, So.) 
OLB Cory Littleton (6-3, 227, Sr.) 
MLB Scott Lawyer (6-2, 230, Sr.) 
WR Keishawn Biorria (6-1, 223, $0) 
OLB Travis Feeney (6-4, 223, Sr.) 
€B Darren Gardenhire (5-11, 181, So.) 
€B_Sidney Jones (6-0, 177, $0) 
FS Buda Baker (5-10, 176, So.) 
SS Ezekiel Turner (6-2, 204, So.) 


K Cameron Van Wirkle (5-10, 181, Jr) 
P Korey Durkee (6-4, 247, 51.) 
Sporting News AlAmericon 


RECRUITING 


* Jake Browning, 0! 
* Benning Potoae, | 
* Austin Joyner, ! 


inaddition to Jake Browning, 
who will develop intoan 
outstanding quarterback, Benning 
Potoae and speedy Austin Joyner, 
the Huskies landed two high- 
upside, in-state offensive tackles 
in Henry Roberts and Trey Adams, 
The pair could be bookends for 
UWin the years to comeand have 
high-end talent. Ch co McClatcher 
isanotherin-state playmaker at 
running back/slot who can make a 
tackler miss na phone booth. The 
Huskies ended up signing six of the 
top eight prospects from thestate 
‘of Washington in 2015. 
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PROJECTED STARTE 


QB Jared Goff (6-4, 210, Jr) 

RB Daniel Lasco (6-0, 210, Sr) 
LT Steven Moore (6-6, 305, Jr} 
LG Chris Borrayo (6-3, 305, Jr) 
© Matt Cochran (6-3, 295, Jr.) 
RG Jordan Rigsbee (6-4, 300, Sr) 
RT Brian Farley (6-7, 280, Sr.) 

WR Kenny Lawler (6-3, 195, Jr) 
WR Bryce Treags (11, 185, Sr) 
WR Stephen Anderson (63, 220, Sr.) 
WR Trevor Davis (6-2, 180, Sr.) 


DE Kyle Kragen (6-2, 245, Sr) 

DT Mustafa Jalil (6-3, 300, Sr.) 

DT James Looney (6-3, 285, 50.) 
DE PukaLopa (6-2, 260, Sr.) 

1B Jake Kearney (6-3, 220, Jr.) 

1B Hardy Nickerson (6-0, 225, Jr) 
LB Michael Barton (6-0, 230, Jr) 
CB Darius Allensworth (5-11, 190, So.) 
CB Darius White (6-1, 180, Sr.) 

$ Griffin Piatt (6-3, 200, Jr) 

S Stefan McClure (5-11, 200, Sr.) 


K Matt Anderson (5-11, 185, 50) 
P Cole Leininger (6-1, 200, Sr) 
Sporting News AltAmercon 


RECRUITING REPORT ict seecirers 


sane 
* CarlosStrickland, 
* Jaylinn Hawkins, 
» Semisi Uluave, 0 +1» 


Thisisan excellentclass at wide 
receiver, with Carlos Strickland 
and 6-5, 205-pound Cal legacy 
Austin Aaron featuredas plus 
sized targets, Jaylinn Hawkins 

isa gamebreaker, Ross Bowers 
(Bothell, Wash.) hasa brightfuture 
as.a quarterback in Cal's offensive 
scheme, Malik Psalmsis a 6-1 
comerback who isa bit underrated, 
Juco defensive end DeVante 
Wilson signed with USCout of 
Corona (Calif.) High before heading. 
to Riverside (Calif) Community 
College. 


Kenny Lawler 


Pretty much since he first stepped into Memorial Stadium, 
quarterback Jared Goff has been setting records. And, really, 
he’s had to. The Bears didn’t win five games last season because 
they shut people down, but because Goff made enough plays 
with a talented group of receivers and running backs to get some 
separation from a woeful first year under coach Sonny Dykes in 
2013. 

With Cal still trying to fix the worst scoring defense (39.8 points 
per game) and total defense 
(611.8 yards per game) in the 
Pac-12—and Goff returning with 
most of his favorite targets— 
more of the same may be in 
order this season. 

After breaking 15 mostly 
single-season records last year— 
including passing yards (3,973), 
touchdowns responsible for 
(35) and consecutive passes 
without an interception 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


Kenny Lawler, WR 


le of highlight 


greatest contributor to quarterbat 
973 passing yerd 


and 35 touchdowns fast 
Lawler 
yards and nine TOS in 


(185)—Goff can go after some 
career records this time. His 
7,481 passing yards, 53 passing 


took tain touchdowns and 7,375 yards of 
total offense enter the season 
already third in Cal history. 

He has plenty of proven 
capable receiving targets, including wideouts Bryce 'Treggs and 
the big-handed Kenny Lawler as well as veteran tight end Stephen 
Anderson (66.1 receiving yards per game), 

Atrunning back, Cal is similarly strong. Versatile Daniel Lasco 
is the starter but bruising sophomore Vic Enwere kept up his late- 
season improvement into the spring and is likely to take a much 
bigger role this time. 

On the line, Cal returns three starters, and will likely move 
Jordan Rigsbee to guard while putting Matt Cochran at center. 

Defensively, not only were things bad, but there was also this: 
End Brennan Scarlett opted to leave via grad-transfer free agency 
to .., Stanford of all places. The Bears will try to build around 
tackle Mustafa “Moose” Jalil on the line, while Kyle Kragen 
returns at end after missing last season with mononucleosis. 
While Cal's linebackers are stable, spring injuries and a flood of 
newcomers are making the secondary uncertain. But there’s more 
talent overall and, besides, things can’t get much worse. 


Even if the Bears manage some improvement defensively, a 
brutal road schedule could mean getting bowl-eligible will be a 
major challenge. But at least Cal should be fun to watch when it 
has the ball. 
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2014 
DATE ‘opponent RESULT 
5.5 Grambling State 
S12 SanDiego State 
si @TrKas 
S.20 @WASHINGTON: ral 
0.3 WashingtonState 8059 
00 @UTAK 
022 @UCIA 34:35 
fa) use 30-38 
U7 @OREGON AVS9 
(0M Oregonstae 4531 
2) @STANFORD 138 
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@C0ACH 


Sonny Dykes 
Thirdyear (6: 
Careerrecord:2 
Offensive coordinator 
I rd yea 
Defensive coordinator: 
Art Kautman(Secondy 


2014RECORD:5-7 
Stadium: Clifornia Memoria Stadium 
(62.487) 


Tickets: 800-6 
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2015 SCHEDULE 
S41 Weber State 
52 @MICHIGAN 
Si) SanJoseState 
5.25 Stanford 
00 @ARIZONA 
1 @WASHINGTON STATE 
0.24 Colorado 
09) @UTAH 

(7 UCLA 

Ni @CALIFORNIA 
(12) Washington 
(27 @OREGON 


@ CONCH 


Gary Andersen 


First year 


Careerrecord: 50-38 


Ofensive coordinator: 
Dave Baldwin {irstyear) 


Defensive coordinator 


NalanSitake (fist 


@FASTEACTS 


‘2014 RECORD:5:7 


Site: Corvalis, Or 
Website: osu 
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32:33 
36-31 
23.29 
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Victor so\cen 


‘The buzz around Pacific Northwest college football actually 
shifted a bit north of Eugene in the offseason. 

Not once, but twice, 

First, longtime OSU coach Mike Riley, all but a Corvallis 
lifer, took off for Nebraska. Then Wisconsin coach Gary 
Andersen, coming off a blowout loss to Ohio State in the Big Ten 
Championship Game, left 
Madison and the shadow of 
athletic director Barry Alvarez 
for Corvallis after just two 
seasons with the Badgers. 

‘The move meant a big shift 
in philosophy from Riley’s 
pro-style system to a spread 
offense under Andersen, but 
it created some interest and 
optimism after the generally 
well-liked Riley began to face 
a perception that his program 
had stalled in recent years, 

The problem is that the 
Beavers may move backward 
initially under Andersen. With 
Sean Mannion gone and Luke 
Del Rio deciding to transfer 
in the spring, the Beavers 
have no quarterbacks with game experience and are decimated 
defensively at linebacker and in the secondary. 

Del Rio’s pro-style skills didn’t appear to be a great fit in 
Andersen’s spread offense, so the Beavers carried a wide-open 
competition into the fall with Seth Collins and Nick Mitchell the 
early leaders. Both are good fits for Andersen's offense; Mitchell 
impressed when asked to “become” opposing dual-threat guys on 
the scout team last season, while Collins is extremely athletic with 
some questions about his throwing accuracy. 

‘The good news about the transition is that Andersen's offense 
is less complex than Riley's, which excelled when things went 
right but went awry if the execution wasn’t there. 

On defense, the Beavers are expected to go more often with 
3-4 than Riley’s 4-3, hoping to get more speed on the field. 

‘The Beavers may also go with some 3-3-5 coverage. Other than 
dependable corner Larry Scott, though, the secondary lacks 
experience. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 
Victor Bolden, WR 


te receive 
had at least 20 receptions in 2024, 
with four of them going over 

300 in yardage. But none were as 
productiveas Bolden, who had a 
breakout sophomore campaign 
with 72 receptions and 798 yards 
The Beavers are moving on from, 
quarterback Sean Mannion, who 
holds virtually every school passing 
record, Having caught 38 more 
passes than any other teammate in 
2014, Bolden witl be the go-to guy 
for new quarterback Seth Collins, 


Seven 0 


‘This is a transition year in more ways than one: new coach, 
new players, new alignments, new philosophies. But it also brings 
the Beavers new hope of a higher ceiling. They just can’t get there 
anytime soon. 
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QJECTED STARTERS 


QB Seth Collins (6-3, 186, Fr.) 
RB Storm Woods (6-0, 203, St.) 

1T Sean Harlow (6-4, 298, Jr) 

UG Fred Lauina (6-4, 315,50) 

C Josh Mitchell 6-3, 306, Sr.) 
RG Gavin Andrews (6-6, 343, Sr) 
RT Isaac Seurmalo (6-5, 310, Jr.) 

TE Caleb Smith (6-6, 263, Sr.) 

WR Richard Mullaney (6-3, 209, Sr) 
WR Hunter Jarmon (5-11, 198, So.) 
WR Victor Bolden (5-9, 172, Jr.) 


DE _Jaswha James (6-2, 264, Sr.) 
NT Kyle Peka (6-1, 306, Sr) 

DT Jalen Grimble (6-2, 291, Sr.) 
OLB Kyle Haley (6-0, 217, 4) 

MLB Caleb Saulo (6-1, 232, Jr) 

ULB Rommet Mageo (6-2, 232, Jr) 
LB Darrell Songy (6-0, 223, So.) 
€B_ Dwayne Williams (5-9, 176, Fr.) 
CB. Larry Scott (5-11, 192, Sr) 

FS CyrilNoland-Lewis (6-1, 206, Jr) 
$8. Justin Strong (5-9, 195, So.) 


Garrett Owens (5-9, 161, 50) 
P Nick Porebski (5-10, 190, Jr.) 
Sporting News Al American 
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* Christian Fotau, | 
» Paul Lucas, = 
» Noah Togiai, 


New coach Gary Andersen's 
first class saw him dip into familiar 
territory. The former Utah State 
head coach, who spent two 
seasons at Wisconsin, signed four 
players from the state of Utah, 
including Christian Folau and Noah 
Togiai. Lucas wasatrackstarin 
the state of Arizona, but isnot just 
fast—he'san excellent football 
player and could help Oregon State 
right away. f cornerback Treston 
Decoud makesit in academically, 
he's. 6:3, 205-pound monster 
defensive back who could makean 
instant impact. 
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QB LukeFalk (6-4, 208, So) 

RB Jamal Morrow (5-8, 187, So) 
{T Joe Daht (6-4, 303, Sr.) 

1G Gunnar Eklund (6-7, 305, Sr) 
C Riley Sorenson (6-4, 321, Jr) 
RG Eduardo Middleton (6-5, 318, Jr) 
RT Cole Madison (6-5, 300,50.) 
WR Dom Williams (6-2, 190, Sr.) 
WR. Robert Lewis (5-9, 162, So.) 
WR. River Cracraft (6-0, 200, Jr.) 
WR Gabe Marks (6-0, 181, Jr.) 


DE Destiny Vaeao (6-4, 295, Sr) 

NT Daniel Ekuale (6-3, 281, So.) 

DE. Darryl Paulo (6-2, 261, Sr) 

OLB Kache Palacio (6-2, 227, Sr.) 
MLB Peyton Pelluer (6-0, 224, So.) 
WLB Jeremiah Allison (6-2, 224, Sr) 
CB. Charleston White (5-10, 176, So.) 
Marcellus Pippins (5-10, 163, So.) 
Darius Lemora (5-11, 182, 0.) 
Isaac Dotson (6-1, 218, So.) 
‘Taylor Taliulu (5-12, 206, Sr) 


K Quentin Breshears (6-0, 183, Sr.) 
P Matt Abramo (6-2, 170, Fr.) 
Sporting News Al American 
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* Thomas Toki, 


» Shalom Luani, © 
+ Kameron Powell, © 


Shalom Luani, Kameron Powell 
and Louisiana product Hunter Dale 
combine to form one of the better 
safety classes in the Pac-12. Toki 
is5-1land 308 pounds and may 
not pass the eyeball test, but his 
film is outstanding and he should 
contribute early. The Cougars also 
signed quarterback Tyler Hilinski 
of Upland, Calif, one of 16 signees 
from the state. He isG-3and has 
good arm butjust needs more 
consistency. 


River Cracraft 


‘The Mike Leach Experiment is entering its fourth year at 
Washington State, and there’s still no telling which way it’s going 
to go. A proven winner who brought some baggage from Texas 
Tech, Leach took over a program in shambles in 2012, put the 
Cougs in a bowl game in 2013 ... and then watched things head in 
reverse somewhat last season. 

So there's plenty to keep fixing. Wazzu must replace a 
quarterback and two key 
receivers from its pass-happy 
DIFFERENCE-MAKER “Air Raid” offense, and Leach 
made drastic staff moves to 
River Cracraft, WR help a porous defense and 
disastrous special teams. 

Leach fired special- 
eds il ali z teams coach Eric Russell in 

i r midseason after the Cougs 
missed a 19-yard would-be 
game-winner and gave up two 
kickoff returns for touchdowns 
in a 60-59 loss to Cal. Then, 
after the season, he brought 
in Missouri’s safeties coach, 
34-year-old Alex Grinch, as 
defensive coordinator. 

Leach has praised the high- 
energy Grinch for his emphasis 
on teaching, and Grinch has 
a lot of it to do. The Cougars gave up 38.6 points a game on W271 Colorado 
average last season and were last in turnover margin in the Pac12, >) @wasiicroN ay 
taking away the ball only eight times all season with just three 
interceptions. Junior-college transfer Jeremiah Mitchell joins 


honorable mention All-Pac-12 pick Jeremiah Allison at linebacker, e@cones 
while last season’s sack leader, Kache Palacio, will play a rush i 
end/linebacker spot in the 3-4 or 3-3-5. Mike Leach 


The secondary has the biggest questions, especially after SNL ey 
leading tackler Daquawn Brown was dismissed from the team. in 

Offensively, Gabe Marks returns from an injury-redshirt season bob aea neato: 
after catching 74 passes in 2013. He'll help replace top receivers itonhiicior Als 
Vince Mayle and Isiah Myers while there's a battle between Luke Grinch (first year) 
Falk and Peyton Bender to replace departed Connor Halliday at 
quarterback. Falk has an edge in experience, having thrown for - i 
471 yards and five TDs in a start against Oregon State last season, @FAGTFALTS i 
while Bender may have more big-play potential. The offensive ‘2014 RECORD: 3-9 | 


line returns all five starters. Stadium: Mi 
Tickets: 800-G0:COUGS 


With his staff and philosophy, Leach continues to take some 
major gambles. But at Washington State, maybe that’s the best 
way to go. Eleven straight seasons without a winning record says 
it’s never going to be easy. 
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0.8 Washington 
17, @NOTREDAME 
024 Utah 

0.3) @CALIFORNIA 
WI Arizona 

(ui) @covonago 
(2) @oREGON 
20 UCLA 


@ COACH 


Steve Sarkisian 
Second year (9-4) 
Careerrecord: 4-23 
Offensivecoordinator: 
Clay Helton (third year) 
Defensivecoordinator: 
Justin Wilcox (second year) 


2014 


RESULT 


1340 
34-38 


49-14 
a4 
38-30 
28-26 
56-28 


20:38 


Nine wins doesn’t cut it at USC, and nobody 
knows it better than Steve Sarkisian. 

Returning to campus for a fifth time 
last year—as head coach on this occasion— 
Sarkisian embraced the expectations 
right away, saying it’s about winning 
championships, not games. But even winning 
games was a problem last season, with 
USC twice losing on its opponent's final 
play-including Arizona State’s Hail Mary-and 
being outscored 86-72 in the fourth quarter. 
‘That fade may be partly to blame on the fact 
that the Trojans were not only adjusting to 
Sarkisian’s system, but were also saddled with 
injuries and NCAA sanctions that never left 
them with more than 57 scholarship players 
in uniform at any one time. 

Those excuses are gone now. Sure, 
the Trojans have to find a way to replace 
all-everything defensive end Leonard 
Williams, wide receiver Nelson Agholor and 
all-conference rusher Javorius Allen, but that’s 
the kind of problem USC teams used to deal 
with every year. And thrive in spite of it. 

‘The return of 16 starters and an incoming 
recruiting class generally ranked either No. 
1 or No. 2 says the Trojans should move 
back toward sustainable success, like annual 
double-digit wins and being in the hunt for 
championships. 

‘The optimism starts at quarterback, where 
Cody Kessler returns after the most efficient 
passing season in USC history, having shown 
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DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


Su'a Cravens, LB/S 


It's rare that a defensive player gets 
billing over a quarterback, particularly a 
quarterback like Heisman hopeful Cody 
Kessler who threw 39 touchdown passes. 
last year. But Su’a Cravens, one of four 
USC 2014 all-conference first-teamers, 
was arguably as productive on the other 
side of the ball as Kessler. Cravens went 
berserk with 68 tackles, a team leading 
17 tackles for loss, five sacks, nine pass 
breakups and three interceptions with 
one returned for a touchdown. 


ofan impressive combination of passing 
ability, mobility and vision. Kessler is aiming 
to scramble more this season and avoid sacks, 
too. His backup, Max Browne, isn't much of 
drop-off in talent, either, 

What's more, the entire starting line is 
back, anchored by All-America candidate 
Max Tuerk at center along with a pair of 
impressive freshmen last season, guard/tackle 
‘Toa Lobendahn and guard Viane Talamaivao. 

At wide receiver, Juju Smith didn’t waste 


‘MASCOT: | PNT CARTER/ AP 


any time branding himself as a potential future star 
Jast season. He had 123 receiving yards in his first game 
against Fresno State, a record for a USC freshman 
debut. He finished with 54 receptions for 724 yards. 
‘Then there's Adorec’ Jackson, arguably the Trojans’ 
most eye-opening attraction: He can pop up and make 
an impact at wide receiver or defensive back, where 
he was the Pac-12 Defensive Freshman of the Year last 
season-and he’s a track standout, too. The Trojans 
return experience in Darreus Rogers and Steven 
Mitchell at receiver, while juco transfer Isaac Whitney 
has the kind of size and speed that should put him in 
the rotation immediately. 

‘Tight end is a little more muddled. While Bryce 
Dixon entered the summer with an unresolved student- 
conduct issue, Jalen Cope-Fitzpatrick was academically 
ineligible last year. Freshman Tyler Petite could 
grab the spot right away, but walk-on Connor Spears 
impressed in the spring after a redshirt season following 
his transfer from Columbia. University of Oklahoma 
grad transfer Taylor McNamara is another option. 

While it won't be possible to replace Williams’ 
looming specter on defense, the Trojans could be 
better overall as a unit. If nothing else, they know how 
to react better within the hybrid defense of second- 
year coordinator Justin Wilcox, having a capable trio 
returning on the line in Claude Pelon, Delvon Simmons 
and nose tackle Antwaun Woods. 

Jackson, when at cornerback, and outside linebacker 
Su’a Cravens could be the Trojans’ most electric 
defenders. The only question is how much durability 
Jackson can have, being valuable at receiver, corner 
and as a returner. Returning starter Kevon Seymour 
also showed more promise at corner during the spring 
despite playing with a banged-up shoulder. 

USC lost steady placekicker Andre Heidari but has 
punter Kris Albarado back after an improved junior 
season. 


BOTTOM UN 


The Trojans’ improved depth and talent will help 
in the close ones this time. But expecting a Pac-12 title 
or CFP berth may be too much to ask with a tough 
schedule that concludes against UCLA. 
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The Trojans were TOPSIGNEES az 
pea cen bc a {7 Iman Marshall, i) ee ee* 
topping Alabama for the 
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No.1classin 2015 andit’s . « chuma Edoga, 27 +» >» 


quitea group. Nobody 

signed a better group 

of linebackers as John Houston, Porter Gustin, Osa Masina 
and Cameron Smith—all of them can flat-out play. Ricky Town 
and Sam Darnold are coming in at quarterback, Running 

back Ronald Jones Ilis one of the more explosive backs in 

the class, The Trojans landed him down thestretch after he 
backed out of a commitment to Oklahoma State. Marvell Tell 
has special upside at safety and defensive tackle Kevin Scott 
was described by more than oneanalystas "thesleeper of Los 
Angeles” this past recruiting cycle. This class is a huge building 
block for coach Steve Sarkisian and staff. 
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(essler 
GP Effic. Cmp-Attint Pot. Yds. TD Avg/6 
1671 | 318-452-5697 3876 39) 2043 


“RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/6 
Justin Davis 13/129 59546 40 458 
“RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Ava/G 
JuluSmith 13/54/74 134)5) 557 
‘TACKLES: __GP. Solo Assist Total 
Anthony Sarao BT 38 36 | 14 

= SACKS GP No. Yards 
‘Su'aCravens B50) 44 

‘INTERCEPTIONS Yards Avg. 10 
SuaCravens 47 1 


QBEHIND THE SADDLE 

Traveler, a noble white horse named after 
Civil War Confederate General Robert E. 
Lee's horse, gallops around the Coliseum 
with the Trojan warrior after each USC 
score, 


2ONY TEAM SIRS 

SCORING 4632 
PointsPer Game 38 2 

‘FIRSTDOWNS 308 302 
Rushing m 100 
Passing 165 161 
Penalty 21 4 


Rushing Attempts 5m 453 
AveragePer Rush 40 38 
AveaoPerGane ten 1884 
PASSINGYARDAGE 38563569 
Comp-Att-nt 318-4605 322-548-14 
Average PerPass 65 
‘Average Per Catch Al Nl 
AverogePerGame 29686 AS 
33 20 
50485303 
1001 
60 53 
4515 A019 
MSTA 5951326 
5: 212195 
INTRETURNS:#.Y0S 14.212 5.1 
NICKRETURN AVG. 2) ns 
PUNTRETURNAVG, a7 162 
INTRETURNAVG. 1 22 
Fu T 47 209 
PENAITIES-YARDS 115-1023, B13 
fveragePerGame Y 548 
PUNTS-YAROS 69708 77.3079 
Average Per Punt 8400 
Net punt average 350 359 


1%. 35%, 
STH-DOWNCONV, 15/24 19/26 
Ath-DownPct. 58% 
‘SACKSBY-YARDS 3328 32-208 
MISC YARDS 
‘TOSSCORED 63 42 
FG-ATTEMPTS Ee) 148. 
ICE 439530304252 
Games/AvgPerGame 72 _G/S07i 
Neutral Site Games 5789 


ISCOREBYOTRS _tst_2nd 3rd 4th OT 
USC 16117 110 720466 
Opponent 53.96 92 86 0 327 


DEPTH CHART 

BD OFFENSE 

OB Cody Kessler (6-1,210, Sr) 
Max Browne (6-5, 220, So.) 

TB Justin Davis (6-1, 195, Jr) 
Tre Madden (6-1, 225, St.) 

FB Soma Vainuku (6-0, 270, Sr.) 
Jahleel Pinner (5-11, 235, Sr.) 

I Toa Lobendahn (6-3, 280, So.) 
Chad Wheeler (6-7, 280, Jr.) 

LG Damien Mama (6-5, 370, So.) 
Khaliel Rodgers (6-3, 315, So) 

© Max Tuerk (6-6, 285, Sr) 
Khaliel Rodgers (6-3, 315, $0.) 

RG Viane Talamaivao (6-3, 330, So.) 
Jordan Simmons (6-4, 350, Jr) 

RY Zach Banner (6-9, 350, 5) 
‘Chad Wheeler (6-7, 280, ir) 

TE Connor Spears (6-6, 240, So.) 
Jalen Cope-Fitzpatrick (6-4, 250, Jr) 

WR Steven Mitchell (5-10, 185, So.) 
Darreus Rogers (6-1, 215, Jr.) 

WR JuJu Smith (6-2, 210, So.) 
Ajene Harris (5-11, 180, So.) 


BD DEFENSE 

DE _Delvon Simmons (6-5, 295, Sr.) 
Cody Temple (62, 310, Sr) 

NT _Antwaun Woods (6-1, 325, Sr.) 
Kenny Bigelow (6-3, 310, So.) 

DT Claude Pelon (6-4, 295, Sr.) 
Greg Townsend Jr, (6-3, 275, St.) 

OLB. Su’a Cravens (6-1, 225,.Ir) 
Quinton Powell (6-2, 200, Jr.) 

MLB Anthony Sarao (6-0, 220, St.) 
Olajuwon Tucker (6-3, 220, So.) 

WLB Lamar Dawson (6-1, 230, Sr) 
Michael Hutchings (6-1, 210, Jr) 

OLB. Scott Felix (6-2, 230, Jr) 
Jabari Ruffin (63,240, Jr) 

£8 Kevan Seymour (6-0, 185, Sr) 
Jonathan Lockett (5-11, 175, 50.) 

(CB Adoree' Jackson (5-11, 185, $0.) 
Lamont Simmons (6-2, 185, Fr.) 

FS. Leon McQuay III (6-1, 185, Jr) 
Iman Marshall (6-1, 195, Fr.) 

S$ John Plattenburg (5-11, 180, So) 
Chris Hawkins (5-11, 185, S0,) 


BD SPECIALISTS 
K_AlexWood (5-10, 175, Jr) 
P Kris Albarado (5-10, 200, Sr.) 


‘Sporting News All-American 


Follow Sporting News Yearbooks on Twitter @SN_Yrbks 


YInos ZL-DVd 


0.8 ArizonaState 6207 
0X @STANFORD 1031 
0.22 California 36-34 
0.3) Colorado 4037 


‘NT @OREGONSTATE 
LM Washington State 
2) @UTAK 8:30 
‘N28 @USC 30 


> 


Jim Mora 


Fourth year (29-11) 
Career record: 23-11 


Offensive coordinat 
Noe Mazzone fourth yea) 
Defensivecoordinator: 

Tom Bradley (itstyest) 


+ ‘ t 
2014RECORD: 10-3 
(Beat Kansas State nthe Alamo Bowl, 
Stadium: Rose Bowl (32,542) 
Tickets:310-UCLAWIN. 
SitesLos Angeles 
Website: uclabivins.com 
‘Twitter: @UCLAFootball 
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Paul Perkins 


Quarterback intrigue doesn’t get much 
better than this: With Brett Hundley 
leaving UCLA a year early for the NFL, the 
Bruins have to choose between a legacy 
or a prodigy. There’s Jerry Neuheisel, the 
experienced, well-respected son of former 
UCLA quarterback and coach Rick Neuheisel. 
‘Then there’s Josh Rosen, the smart, strong- 
armed star recruit who earned the nickname 
“Chosen Rosen” at nearby St. John Bosco High 
School. Winner gets control of a team loaded 
with depth and experience on both sides of 
the ball. 

Neuheisel would be the easy choice in 
many situations. He's smart, has game 
experience and a moxie about him that 
he showed coming off the bench to 
help UCLA beat Texas last season when 
Hundley was hurt. It’s also not a good idea 
to underestimate his genes. His dad just 
happened to once be a walk-on quarterback 
for the Bruins who turned into the 1983 Rose 
Bowl MVP and later became UCLA's coach. 

But Rosen arrives as something of a 
can't-miss prospect, possessing intelligence, 
arm strength, accuracy, footwork and a more 
prototypical quarterback’s size. 

All that goes without saying that the 
Bruins also have a guy in sophomore Asiantii 
Woulard whom ESPN called the No. 1 dual- 
threat quarterback in his high school class. 

Whoever gets the job should have plenty 
of protection and playmaking options that 
include the Pac-12’s leading rusher last season, 
Paul Perkins. 

‘The Bruins return four starters from the 
line, including center Jake Brendel, who has 
evolved into one of the team leaders, while 
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Paul Perkins, RB 


Perkins is getting some early Heisman 
consideration after leading the Pac-12 
inrushing in 2014 with 1,575 yards 
and nine touchdowns. Despite his 
production, he was not one of the four 
running backs chosen for the All-Pac-12 
first or second teams, That snub could 
go a long way in motivating Perkins for 
a Heisman run. And, despite QB Brett 
Hundley's move to the NFL, he should 
be surrounded by enough remaining 
offensive talent to keep defenses from 
concentrating on him. 


tackle Simon Goines returns from a series of 
injuries that have stalled his promising career. 
Goines started as a freshman in 2012, suffered 
knee and leg injuries in 2013 and sat out last 
season with ankle issues and other concerns. 

‘The Bruins love to throw out gobs of 
receivers, and they have the experience and 
talent to do it well this season. Just about 
everybody’s back, most notably Jordan 
Payton, who blew up into Hundley’s most 
frequent target last season, hauling in 67 
catches for 954 yards, There’s also Eldridge 
Massington, who showed promise last season 
after tearing his ACI. before his senior season 
of high school and redshirting at UCLA in 


2013. The biggest concern on the line may have been 
that recruiter and offensive line coach Adrian Klemm 
was suspended over an investigation into alleged NCAA 
violations. 

Perkins rushed for 1,575 yards last season, the second 
most in school history, and if his load gets too heavy, 
the Bruins can also turn to backup Nate Starks or even 
Steven Manfro, a strong receiving threat if he can return 
fully from a torn ACL. 

Already solid last season, the defensive line has more 
good signs: Onetime star recruit Eddie Vanderdoes 
should be fully healthy for the first time in his college 
career. The Bruins also have had time to fully immerse 
juco transfer Takkarist McKinley in the system and. 
conditioning program after he became eligible midway 
through last season. 

There’s no telling where, exactly, ubiquitous two-way 
standout Myles Jack might show up, but he may settle 
most likely into an inside linebacker spot and possibly 
some offensive rushing roles. Deon Hollins and Kenny 
Young both made impressions last season at linebacker, 
too. In the secondary, tough-minded Fabian Moreau 
may yet reach his considerable upside after switching 
from running back as a freshman. He was already 
second-team All-Pac-12 last season. 


DOTTOM LINE 


With Hundley, the Bruins might have been Pac-12 
favorites. But there’s so much internal competition and 
experience that UCLA could still be that team, It may 
just be a matter of whether the new quarterback can 
make the most of the talent around him. 


This Bruins class 
finished No. 12 
nationally, topped by 
five-stars Josh Rosen, 
(whoarrives with 
comparisons to Troy 
Aikman), Keisean Lucier-South and Soso Jamabo. Jamaboisa 
versatile back who has good hands and can contribute early in 
the passing game. DeChaun Holiday is a 6-3 cornerback who 
some Pac-12 coaches think has as much pure upside as any 
defensive back on the West Coast in 2015. Tight end Chris Clark. 
was one of the country’s best as well and the Bruins held off 
Michigan, where he was once committed, to land him. 


TOPSIGHEES iain 
1 + Josh Rosen, i +h e+ 

‘++ Kelsean Lucier-South, of «A= 64 
# * S050 Jamabo, 1 se ee= 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


© PASSING 
Jerry Neuheisel 
GP Effie. Cmp-Attnt Pet, "Yds. TO. Avg/G 


10) 120.2 | 26-381 [667/941 2) 19.4 
* RUSHING GP Att. Not Avg. TD Avg/G 
PaulPerking 13) 251/ 1875) 63/9 1212 
RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 
Jordan Payton 13) 67 954 14.27) 734 
TACKLES GP. Solo. Assist Total 
yes Jack 1B) 58) 30 | 86 

© SACKS GP__No.__ Yards 
Deu Mullins Bi) 30 Ey 

INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg 70. 
{shmael Adams 21s. 578 12 
Marcus ios 279 | 4810 


QBEHING THE MASK 

Little Joe Bruin, a Himalayan bear cub 
from India, and his replacement, Jose- 
phine, both grew too large to care for and 
had to be replaced by a costumed mascot. 
Soin the 1960s, several male students 
took turns playing Joe Bruin, Both Joe 
and Josephine-introduced in 1967—are 
fixtures at UCLA events. 


QAI TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC iin] ore | 
SCORING 435 
Points Per Game 235 
FIRST DOWNS 304 
fushing M4 
Passing 7 


Penalty 
RUSHINGYARDAGE 2728 
Yardsqainedrushing 3087 
34 


Yaruslustrushing. 3 
Rushing Atempts 557 
AveragePerRush 49 
AveragePerGame 2095 
TOsRushing 6 
PASSINGYARDAGE 33589258 
Comp-Atint 290-435-6. 306-4971 
AveragePer Pass Wh 66 
AveragePerCatch 113 106 
AveragePerGame 2583 —250.6. 
TOsPassing uw 2 
TOTALOFFENSE 60a S18 
Totallays 992 1002 
Average Ploy 6 52 


‘Average Per Game 461.8 398.5 
KICKRETURI 5 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 27-199 15-72 
INTRETURNS:#-YDS 11231 BAB 


KICKRETURNAVG. 1g 15 
PUNTRETURNAVG. 80 48 
INTRETURNAVG. 210 218 
FUMBLES-LOST 2240 5 
PENALTIES-YARDS 104-979. 74-664 
Average Per Game, 153 SM 
PUNTS-YARDS 70-2802 _ 77-3452 
Average Per Punt 40.0 448 
Net puntaverage. 319 40,9 
TIMEOFPOSS/GAME 29:10 40:50 


As 
‘SRO-DOWN CONV, 87/202 83/208 


3-DownPet. 13% 40% 
ATH-DOWNCONY, 9/6 15/22 
ath-own Pi, 58% 68% 
SACKSBY-YARDS 29-200 40-295 

MiscYARDS 40 0 
TOSSCORED 55 4% 
FG-ATTEMPTS 122 17-20 
ATTENDANCE 459901 257871 
Games/AvaerGame 6/76690. _5/S1574 
NeutralSiteGames 2160498 


SCOREBYOTRS st 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total 
‘UCLA 98-145 106 77 9 435, 


Opponent 56 126 64 93 6 365 


DEPTN CHANT 
BD OFFENSE 


u 


ity 


WR 


Jerry Neuheisel (6-1, 200, Jr.) 
Josh Rosen (6-4, 205, Fr.) 

Paul Perkins (5-11, 198, Jr.) 

Nate Starks (5-11, 205, So.) 
Conor McDermott (6-9, 295, Jr.) 
Poasi Moala (6-4, 275, So.) 

Scott Quessenberty (6-4, 280, Jr.) 
Kenny Lacy (6-4, 285, $0.) 

Jake Brendel (6-4, 290, Sr.) 

Scott Quessenberry (6-4, 280, Jt.) 
‘Alex Redmond (6-5, 297, Jr) 

Zach Bateman (6-7, 320, Jr) 
Simon Goines (6-7, 325, Jn.) 
Caleb Benenoch (6-5, 305, Jr) 
Jordan Payton (6-1, 213, Sr) 
Kenneth Walker Il (5-10, 180, Jr.) 
Thomas Duarte (6-3, 223, Jr.) 
Tyler Scott (6-3, 217, St) 

Devin Fuller (6-0, 195, Sr.) 

Mossi Johnson (6-0, 185, So.) 
Eldridge Massington (6-3, 210, So.) 
‘Alex Van Dyke (6-3, 212, 50,) 


BD DEFENSE 


DE 


or 


Takkarist McKinley (6-4, 230, Jr) 
Jacob Tuloti-Mariner (6-2, 262, 50.) 
Kenny Clark (6-3, 308, Jr) 

Eli Ankou (6-3, 295, Jr.) 

Eddie Vanderdoes (6-3, 305, Jr.) 
Matt Dickerson (6-4, 270, So.) 
Aaron Wallace (6-3, 243, Sr) 
Cameron Judge (6-1, 220, Jr.) 
Myles Jack (6-1, 232, Jr.) 

Jayon Brown (6-0, 220, Jr) 
Kenny Young (6-1, 230, So.) 
Isaako Savaiinaea (6-2, 233, Jr) 
Deon Hollins (6-0, 225, Jr) 
Kene Orjioke (6-4, 238, J) 
Fabian Moreau (6-0, 195, Sr) 
Priest Willis (6-1, 196, Jr) 
Ishmael Adams (5-8, 190, Jr.) 
Marcus Rios (6-0, 175, Jr) 
Randall Goforth (5-10, 182, Jr.) 
Tahaan Goodman (6-1, 190, Jn) 
Jaleel Wadood (5-10, 175, $0.) 
Adarius Pickett (5-11, 192, Fr.) 


BD SPECIALISTS 


K 
P 


ka'imi Fairbairn (6-0, 185, Sr) 
Matt Mengel (6-2, 210, Sr.) 


Sporting News All-American 
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2015 SCHEDULE 
DATE OPPONENT 
SJ. UTSA 
@NEVADA 528 
‘Northern Arizona 
5 UCLA mr 
0.2 @STANFORD 
‘O10 Oregon State 
047 @CoLORADO #20 
0.28 Washington State 
0.0) @WASHINGTON 1-6 
ir @usc 628 
WM Utah 4210 
(2) @ARIZONASTATE 4235 


@CIACH 


h Rodriguez 
Fourth year (26-14) 
Career record: 146-98:2 


Defensive coordina 
Jeff Castee! (fourth year) 


@FAGTFACTS 


2014 RECORD: 10-4 


‘Anu Solomon 


If only last season ended in November, Rich Rodriguez would 
have gone down in Arizona football history. The Wildcats, just 4-8 
hefore he took over as head coach in 2012, won 10 of their first 12 
games, including a shocking upset win at Oregon. They rose into 
the Top 10, beat rival Arizona State and, lo and behold, won the 
Pac-I2 South. 

Then December happened. The Wildcats were smoked in a 
rematch with Oregon in the 
Pac-12 Championship Game, 


then embarrassed early in a OIFFERENCE-MAKEA 

Fiesta Bowl loss to Boise State. 

It was a forgettable ending to Anu Solomon, OB 

an otherwise breakthrough 

eeeeiontt Shirt Freshman last 
But experience and depth eels alit 


a's Starting QB over senior 


could help avoid a sour 
finish this time. The way 
quarterback Anu Solomon 
started last season—he threw 
14 touchdowns during UA’s 
5-0 start—it was easy to forget 
he was just a freshman until 

he slumped down the stretch, 
banged up physically and 
mentally, Now he has 14 games 
of experience and still has 

a big, talented group of five 
top receivers to strike with, including Cayleb Jones. Then there’s 
running back Nick Wilson, who blew away UA’s freshman school 
record for rushing yards (1,375), taking up more slack from the 
loss of Ka’Deem Carey than expected. The problem is on the 
offensive line, where Arizona is replacing three starters, but 
having Cal transfer Freddie Tagaloa at tackle helps. 

Defensively, Scooby Wright returns to the middle of Arizona's 
3-3-5 defense after a stunningly effective season in which the 
Lombardi Award winner led the Pac-12 in tackles (11.6 per game), 
tackles for loss (2.07 per game) and was third in sacks (1.0). His 
strip-sack of Marcus Mariota that all but clinched the game in 
Eugene was no fluke. 

Overall, though, the Wildcats’ defense still needs improvement, 
and they have a lot of questions in the backfield. It might help that 
UA sent one-time five-star recruit DaVonte’ Neal to cornerback 
after he was lost in a crowded rotation at slot receiver last season. 


so freld by Nick 
Tultama. So, basicall 


wen Pac-12) record books, 


For a team that lost steam at the end of last season, this year’s 
schedule doesn’t bode well. Arizona must play all 12 regular- 
season games without a single bye. That necessitates more depth 
and some luck with injuries. If the Wildcats can manage that, 10 
more wins are possible. 
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PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Anu Solomon (6-2, 205, So.) 
RB Nick Wilson (5-10, 199, So.) 
UT Freddie Tagaloa 6-8, 316, Jr) 
1G Cayman Bundage (6-2, 281, Sr) 
© Carter Wood (6-2, 274, Sr) 
RG Jacob Alsadek (6-7, 298, So) 
RT Lene Maiava 6-5, 301, Sr.) 
WR Cayleb Jones (6-3, 215, Jr) 
WR Nate Phillis (5-7, 180, Jr) 
WR Samajie Grant (5-9, 177, Jr) 
WR David Richards (6-4, 213, Sr) 


DE Reggie Gilbert (6-4, 262, 1) 
NG Parker Zellers (6-1, 247,50.) 
DT Anthony Fotu (6-2, 274, Jr) 
SLB. Cady Ippnlte (6-7, 249, Ir) 
MLB. Scooby Wright (6-1, 246, Jr.) 
WLB DeAndre’ Miller (6-3, 230, So.) 
CB Cam Denson (5-11, 168, So.) 
CB Jarvis MeCall J. (6-2, 182,50.) 
FS Jamar Allah (6-1, 186, Sr.) 

SS Tellas Jones (6-0, 189, Jr) 
SS__ Will Parks (6-1, 194, St) 


K Casey Skowron (5-10, 160, Sr) 
P _ DrewRiggleman (6-2, 213, Sr.) 
sporong ews Alkamencan 


RECRUITING REPORT es -=ecorers 


+ Keenan Walker, 
» Anthony Fotu, 
* Cody Creason, 0 


The Wildcats’ class ranked 
No. 8inthe Pac-12and features 
excellent quality depth on the 
offensive line. Keenan Walker was 
an Under Armour All-American, 
and one of the top Grand Canyon 
State prospects in the 2015 cycle, 
Cody Creason isa future star on the 
interiorand look out for Canadian 
sleeper Harper Sherman down the 
road. Anthony Fotu enrolled for 
spring and was competing fora 
starting job. 
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QUECTED STAR 


QB Mike Bercovici (6-1, 204, Sr) 

RB Demario Richard (5-10, 213, So.) 
1 Evan Goodman (6-4, 314, Jr) 

LG Christian Westerman (6-4, 301, Sr.) 
& _ Nick Kelly (6-2, 294, Sr) 

RE Vi Teofilo (6-3, 304, Sr) 

RT William McGehee (6-6, 312, Sr) 
TE Kody Kohl (6-3, 230, Jr) 

WR DJ Foster (5-11, 195, Sr) 

WR EricLauderdale (6-2, 190, Jn) 
WR Gary Chambers (6-4, 211, Sr.) 


When Mike Bercovici's “Hail Mary” heave fell into Jaelen 
Strong’s hands to beat USC last season, karma may have been at 
work. After all, it was perennial backup Bercovici who could have 
transferred out of ASU in 2012 when Brock Osweiler won the job 
and then again before last season, when he could have avoided 
‘Taylor Kelly’s shadow for a second straight year by taking the 
grad-transfer route. But his patience paid off when Kelly suffered 
a foot injury that cost him three games. During that stretch, 
Bercovici threw for 1,243 yards 
while completing 63 percent 
of his passes, including what 
became known as the “Jael 
Mary.” Now, for one season, 
Bercovici will get the starter’s 
role full time, 


DIFFERENGE-MAKER 


Salamo LB 


With all the offense in the 


Pac=12, somebody 


got to bring 


DE Tashon Smallwood (6-0, 285, 50.) 
BT Vitlami Latu (6-2, 291, Jn) 

DT Demetrius Cherry (6-5, 298, Sr) 
DE Alani Latu (6-2, 255, So,) 

SLB Salamo Fiso (6-1, 236, Jr) 

WLB D.J. Cathoun (6-0, 213, So.) 
ROV Viliami Moeakiola (6-1, 212, Jr) 
CB Kweishi Brown (6-0, 206, St.) 
€B Lloyd Carrington (6-0, 194, Sr.) 
FS Jordan Simone (6-0, 193, Sr) 
$8 _ James Johnson (6-1, 192,50.) 


K Zane Gonzalez (6-1, 189, Jr) 
P Matt Haack (6-1, 199, Jr.) 


Sporting News American 


RECRUITING HEPAT eas ssrcae 


» Brady White, 0 
* Joseph Wicker, 1 
* Stanley Norman, /\')/ 


The Sun Devilsfinished with 
their best class on paper under 
Todd Graham, ranking No. 20 
nationally per 247Sports, Bredy 
White, Joseph Wicker and Stanley 
Norman were all U.S. Army All- 
Americans. Arizona State also went 
to Virginia Beach and landed jumbo 
athlete Jason Lewis. Defensive 
end Jalen Bates was an absolute 
steal out of Kaplan, La, (the Sun, 
Devilssigned three from the 
Pelican Stata), Also keep an eyeon 
defensive tackle Dillon Faamatau. 
from Norwalk, Calif, as another 
potential sleeper: Allin all. this 
class will mpact the ASU program 
greatly in the near future. 


the D. Enter Fiso, One of fi 
Sun Devils torecord more than 
ear, Fiso made 


One of his biggest targets 
again will be DJ. Foster, 
but this time he'll hit Foster 


1 coming behind 
the line of scrimmag 
id senior al 
sacks and an interception against 
L2:campetition.Fiso, 
fentse that ret 
top 11 tacklers. 


as a wide receiver. Foster 
shifted from running back to 
receiver in a move that could 
be mutually beneficial: He 
needs an extended audition at 
receiver, where his best shot at 
the NFL is, and the Sun Devils 
needed to replace Strong, who 
left for the pros as a junior. Arizona State is also without receiver 
Cameron Smith, who will miss the season with a knee injury. 

‘The Sun Devils can plug in plenty of rushing talent, too. 
Demario Richard is the likely starter after an encouraging 
freshman season, while ASU also has a powerful rusher in Kalen 
Ballage and an electric talent in De’Chavon Hayes, a juco transfer 
who sat out last season. There’s also good depth and experience 
on the offensive line, led by center Nick Kelly. 

Ballage is also fun to watch on the defensive side, as ASU’s 
“Devilbacker,” a hybrid end-rush linebacker. Arizona State was 
expected to start highly regarded juco transfer Davon Durant 
there but he was suspended in the spring after an arrest on 
suspicion of domestic violence. His return is still in doubt. 

Elsewhere on the line and linebacker spots, ASU has good 
experience and depth, so much so that sophomores Christian Sam 
and DJ. Calhoun could beat out returning starters Salamo Fiso 
and Antonio Longino, In the secondary, Kweishi Brown and Lloyd 
Carrington might be one of the Pac-12’s top cornerback duos, 


Bercovici’s experience and more depth around him suggest 
ASU won't drop off after two straight 10-win seasons. But it will 
be tough to move up in the Pac-12 South. The Sun Devils will 
know exactly how tough early on: They'll play USC and UCLA in 
successive weeks to open league play. 


2015 SCHEDULE 


DATE opPonEnT 
55 Texas A&M oviw10) 


0.28 Oregon 

7 @WASHINGTON STATE 
M4 Washington 

2) Arizona 

1.20 @CALIFORNIA 


@ COACH 


Todd Graham 
Fourth year (28 
Careerrecord: 77-4) 


Offensive coordinator: 
Mike Nowvell fourth year) 
Defensivecoordinators; 
Keith Patterson (second ye 
Chis Bal (third year) 


@ FAST FACTS 


‘2014 RECORD:10~ 


Tickets: 40727-0000 
Site: Tempo, Ariz 
indevils;com, 


2014, 
RESULT 


5823 
3834 
2162 
38-24 
1916 


5231 
U0 
3542 


Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/SNYearbooks 
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2015 SCHEDULE 


2014 
ATE. | OPPONENT RESULT 


5.3. Michigan 2610, 
Sl UtahState 

S)9 @FRESNOSTATE 59-27 
$26 @OREGON 751 
M0 California 

OAT Arizona State 16-19 
024 @usC wa 
3) Oregon State Pi) 
(Uy @WASHINGTON 

NM) @ARIZONA 10-42 
Wai UeLA 30-28 
N28 Colorado 38:34 


@ COACH 
Kyle Whittin: 
tithyear (85-43) 
Careerreco 


3 


Offensive coordinators 
Jiilarding 


aren Rot 


ick (ir 


adi (45,017) 


Website: utahuies 


Twitter 


all 


Football 


Devontae Booker 


Just when his guys finally proved they can play in the Pac-12, 
capping a nine-win season with a Las Vegas Bow! win over 
Colorado State, Utah coach Kyle Whittingham watched his staff 
implode. His defensive coordinator (Kalani Sitake) and defensive 
line coach (Haisa Tuiaki) both joined Gary Andersen’s new staff at 
Oregon State, while Dave Christensen—brought in to fix the Utes’ 
stagnant offense—left for Texas A&M after just one season. 

The good news: Utah 
returns eight starters on 
each side of the ball, and 
Whittingham managed to find 
some continuity on his staff. 

While Christensen brought 
in new terminology and 
philosophy, Utah now has 
familiar faces running the 
offense as co-coordinators: 
Aaron Roderick, who has 
been on the Utah staff for 10 ae 

z 3 2013 campaign, was bursting at 
years coaching receivers and the seams to show his skills onthe 
quarterbacks, along with Jim big stage, He did sain a big 
Harding (offensive line coach). finishing second in the Pac-12 in 

‘Together, they'll have to rushing with 1,512 yards to go 
a : along with 10 rushing touchdowns 
improve the conference’s 
lowest total offense average 
(88.1 yards per game) 
somehow. The passing game particularly lacked any sort of fire, 
with quarterbacks Travis Wilson and Kendal Thompson directing 
a passing game that averaged just 197.7 yards last season. 

‘There aren’t issues on the ground. Powerful Devontae Booker 
was the Pac-12’s second-leading rusher last season with an 
average of 116.3 yards per game, being so effective that Bubba 
Poole has shifted from running back to slot receiver to find more 
opportunity. While potential backup rusher Troy McCormick 
suffered a knee injury in the spring, juco transfer Joseph Williams 
may be promising enough to keep Poole at slot. 

Kenneth Scott leads an otherwise young group of receivers, On 
the offensive line, Utah may shift J.J. Dielman over from the right 
side to replace left tackle Jeremiah Poutasi, who left for the NFL, 
and center Siaosi Aiono leads a strong line overall. 

Fast, confident and tough, Utah's defense is in better shape. 
The linebacking unit is particularly strong with Jared Norris, Jason 
Whittingham and Gionni Paul, while the line returns most of the 
key figures that helped it lead the nation in sacks last season. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


Devontae Booker, RB 


Though not pegged as a starter 
entering last Season, Booker wona 
spot as.a regular and then went on 
to earn first-Leanyall-confereniee 
honors. The 5-11, 212-pound 
senior, who spenit tivo yearsat 
a junior college and sat out the 


‘The Utes’ 5-4 conference record last season was their first 
winning mark in four years of Pac-12 membership. They have 
enough talent to sustain that level of success, but everyone else in 
the Pac-12 South may be better, too. 


2015 SPORTING NEWS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
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QB Travis Wilson (6-7, 233, Sr.) 

RB Devontae Rooker (5-11, 212. Sr) 
UT J.J, Dielman (6-5, 295, Jr) 

LG Isaac Asiata(6-4, 315, Jr) 

© Siaosi Aiono (6-2, 305, Sr.) 

RG. Salesi Uhatafe (6-4, 315, 50.) 

RT Sam Tevi (6-5, 300, Jr) 

TE. Siale Fakailoatonga (6-4, 251, Jr) 
WR Kenneth Scott (6-3, 208, Sr.) 

WR Jameson Field (5-11, 185, So.) 
WR. Delshawn McClellon (5-9, 175, Jr) 


DE Hunter Dimick (6-3, 266, Jn) 
DT Filipo Mokofisi (6-3, 285, So.) 
NT Lowell Lotulelei(6-2, 310, So.) 
DE Jason Fanaika (6-3, 270, Sr.) 

OLB Gionni Paul (5-10, 225, Sr) 

‘MLB Jason Whittingham (6-2, 245, Sr.) 
‘OLB Jared Norris (6-2, 234, Sr.) 

CB Dominique Hatfield (5-10, 175, Jr) 
CB Reginald Porter {5-11, 181, Jr) 
FS Marcus Williams (6-0, 190, So.) 
SS _ Tevin Carter (6-1, 210, Sr) 


K Andy Phillips (5-10, 205, Jr.) 
P TomHackett (5-11, 195, Sr.) 
Sporting News Al-Amercan 


RECRUITING HEPORT 


* Cory Butler, ¥ 
* Darrin Paulo, « : 
» George Wilson, //!! *** 


The Utes signed one of the 
better classes of wide receivers in 
the country, led by Cory Butler and 
George Wilson and including 6-4 
juco Deniko Carter, Texas uco slot 
Kyle Fulksand speedy Alfred Smith 
(Destrehan, La). Keep an eye on 
jucorunning back Joseph Williams 
from ASA College in Broollyn, NY., 
asheislikely undervalued and 
unknown nationally, 
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PROJECTED START 


QB Sefo Liufau (6-4, 230, Jr) 


TB Christian Powell (6-0, 230, Sr.) 
LT _Jeromy trwin (6-5, 295, Jr) 

LG Gerrad Kough (6-4, 295, So.) 
C Alex Kelley (6-2, 305, Jr.) 

RG Jonathan Huckins (6-3, 305, So.) 
RT Stephane Nembot (6-7, 295, St) 
TE Sean trwin (6-3, 245, Jn.) 

WR Nelson Spruce (6-1, 195,Sr) 
WR Shay Fields (5-11, 170, So) 

WR. Bryce Bobo (6-2, 190, So) 


DE Derek McCartney (6-3, 240, So.) 
DT Justin Solis (6-1, 305, Sr.) 

DT Samson Kafovalu (6-5, 245, Jr.) 
DE Jimmie Gilbert (6-4, 230, Jr.) 
MLB Addison Gillam (6-3, 225, Jr) 
WLB Kenneth Olugbode (6-0, 210, Jr) 
CB Ken Crawley (6-1, 180, Sr) 

CB Ahkello Witherspoon (6-3, 185, Jr.) 
NB Chidobe Awuzic (6-0, 190, J.) 
FS. EvanWhite (6-2, 195, So) 

SS Tedric Thompson (6-0, 200, Jr.) 


K Diego Gonzalez (5-11, 210, Jr.) 
P_ Alex Kinney (6-0, 195, Fr.) 


Spreng News AB Amora 


RECRUITING AEPOAT 


+ Tim Lynott, 9 
* Patrick Carr, 
* Nu'umotu Falo, | 


‘The Buffs added help on both 
lines of scrimmage as eight of their 
19signees were linemen, including 
Tim Lynott, who was one of the top 
prospects in the state of Colorado 
for the 2015 cycle. Patrick Carris 
an explosive playmaker from the 
Houston area and the Buffaloes 
also signed a quarterback, Steven 
Montez of El Paso, from the Lone 
Star State. 


Addison Gillam] 


By ditching soft drinks and toxic foods, while working out in 
the early mornings, Colorado coach Mike MacIntyre dropped 60 
pounds before last season. While his new look was obvious, you 
had to look a little harder to find improvement in his team. 

But scratch the surface of the Buffaloes’ 0-9 Pac-12 record and 
there was actually evidence that the program started trending 
the right way. Colorado went to double overtime in losses to 
Cal and UCLA, and lost four 
conference games by a total of 
only 15 points. Of its 10 losses 
overall, Colorado was blown 
out only twice and actually 
held a lead in the second half 
of six losses. In Pac-12 play, CU 
was outscored by a total of 124 
points, down from 215 in 2013. 

Experience should 
help the Buffs get over 
the hump. Colorado had 
32 underclassmen on its 
midseason two-deep last 
season, the most in the Pac-12. 

Although Colorado must 
teplace both guards, its passing 
game has a proven connection 
between quarterback Sefo 
Liufau and wide receiver 
Nelson Spruce. Together, they connected for 1,198 yards and 12 
touchdowns last season. 

‘They will be more effective if the Buffs can find help at the 
guard spots and if somebody emerges from a group of serviceable 
rushers. There could be hope in Aaron Baltazar, who was Boise 
State’s second-leading rusher as a freshman before going the juco 
route and eventually landing in Boulder. 

‘The Buffs should also be better defensively, with good 
experience returning on the line and in the secondary, and 
Addison Gillam can be one of the Pac-12’s best linebackers if he 
stays healthy. Gillam suffered a host of maladies last season, 
including concussions and bronchitis. 

‘The Buffs have used a 4-3 formation and a 3-4 but might go 
with the nickel most often. The versatile Chidobe Awuzic is 
key-he’s able to play nickel, safety or corner. The line entered 
the summer unsure about Josh Tupou, who was arrested after a 
house party fight, but the Bufis have help to fall back on if he’s 
not around. Justin Solis is almost a body double of Tupou who 
showed improvement in the spring. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKEAS 


Addison Gillam, LB 
Kenneth Olugbode, LB 


When it comes to the big hits, 
these guys are like Bug i 
and Me 


A little extra endurance and experience could help the Buffs 
close out a few games this time around. 
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V2 Massachusetts 
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| ColoradoState 


(0 Nicholls State 


Oregon 
‘@ARIZONASTATE 
7 frivona 

@OREGON STATE 
| @UCLA 


@WASHINGTON STATE 
@UTAK 


Mike Macintyre 
Third year ( 
Careerrecord:22 
Offensivecoordinator: 
Brian Lindgren third year) 
Defensive coordinator: 


@FASTFALTS 


2014RECORD:2-10 


Website: cub! 
Twitter 
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2015 Conference Overview 


East Division 


>} Georgia 
Bowl Projection: Fiesta Bow! 


> Tennessee 
Bow Projection: Citrus Bowl 
Missouri 
owl Projection: TaxSlayer Bow 
Florida 
Bowl Projection: Belk Bowl 
South Carolina 
Bow Projection: Liberty Bowl 


Kentucky 


Vanderbilt 


West Division 
Auburn 
Bow Projection: CFF Semifinals (Cotton Bow) 
Alabama 
Bow Projection: Sugar Bowl 

> LSU 
Bowl Projection: Outhack Bowl 

> Arkansas 
Bow Projection: Musi City Bowl 
Ole Miss 
Bowl Projection: Texas Bowl 


Mississippi State 
Bow Projection: Independence Bow! 


Texas A&M 
Bowl Projection: Birmingham Bow 
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Alabama coach Nick Saban 


Chinks beginning to show 
inmighty SEC’s armor? 


BY SCOTT RABALAIS 


As far as SEC pride is concerned, it’s a 
disturbing trend. 

The conference went from the last of 
its seven straight BCS national titles with 
Alabama beating Notre Dame after the 
2012 season to Auburn losing the final BCS 
Championship Game to Florida State to 
Alabama being bounced from the inaugural 
College Football Playoffs with a semifinal 
loss to eventual champ Ohio State in the 
Sugar Bowl. 

Now heading into 2015, the question 
borders on the unthinkable: Will the SEC be 
shut out of the four-team playoff in just its 
second year? 

It could happen. Every SEC team appears 
to have question marks, or at least a pressing 
issue that could leave them a critical loss or 
two short of the CFP. 

There are teams breaking in new starting 
quarterbacks and teams bringing in new head 
coaches and teams swapping coordinators 
and position coaches like a high-stakes game 
of professional-grade free agency, In the 
case of perennial power Florida, it’s all three. 

Everything about the conference seems 


THENOINE 


THREE STORIES TO WATCH 


to be changing, and not necessarily in 
comforting ways. Even SEC commissioner 
Mike Slive is scheduled to retire this summer 
and be replaced by longtime lieutenant Greg 
Sankey, 

It was Slive who ushered Missouri and 
Texas A&M into the SEC, Slive who brokered 
the deal with FSPN tn create the lucrative 
new SEC Network, and even Slive who took 
the point demanding big five conference 
schools like those in the SEC have more 
autonomy under NCAA law, The SEC led the 
way in changing the very governance of 
college athletics itself. 

With Slive gone, the SEC seems a little less 
relevant, even as it rakes in millions more 
from its own network, 

By its nature, the four-team CFP is 
guaranteed to lock out at least one of the 
Big Five conference champions. The SEC 
has a fallback position, poised to send its 
champion or highest-ranked representative 
‘to the Sugar Bowl—when the Sugar isn't 
hosting a CFP semifinal—against a similar 
team from the Big 12. 

It's referred to as the “Champions Bowl,” 
and it’s an option this year. Who knew the 
SEC might have to use it so quickly? 


diners mieetruesscareien as tone 
football's supreme power clearly appears to 
have eroded. The conference will have to fight 
tomakeaCFP semifinal this season. 


2B)S RECRUITING RANKINGS 


Shurburtt, 247Sports 


BEI 
== 


1 Alabama m4 
2° Tennessee 1) 
3 isu u 
4 Georgia r) 
5 Auburn 7 
6 Texasaam 6 
7 Olemiss 2 
8 Mississippistate 5) 
9 South carolina 30 
10 Florida 2 
MN Arkansas a 
12. Missouri rs] 
13 Kentucky D 
14 Vanderbilt w 
© OFFENSE 


QB Dak Prescott, Sr., Mississippi State 
RB Nick Chubb, So,, Georgia 

RB Leonard Fournette, So., LSU 

OL Vadal Alexander, Si, SU 

OL Greg Pyke, J, Georgia 

OL Evan Boehm, 51, Missoutt 

OL Denver Kirkland, J, Arkansas 
OL Laremy Tunsit, J, Ole Miss. 

TE Evan Engram, Js, Ole Miss 

WR Duke Williams, Si, Auburn 

WR Laquon Treadwell, Jc, Ole Miss 
© DEFENSE 

DL Chris Jones, Jr, Mississipp) State 
DL Robert Nkemdiche, J«, Ole Miss 
DL_A'Shawn Robinson, Jr, Aisbamia 
‘DL Myles Garrett, So, Texas AGM 
18 Reggie Ragland, Sr, Alabama 
LB Leonard Floyd, J, Georgia 

LB Kentrell Brothers, Sr, Missour 
DB_Vernon Hargreaves ll, J, Florida 
DB Cameron Sutton, Jr., Tennessee 
0B Jaten Mills, sc, LSU) 

DB Tony Conner, J., Ole Miss 


K Austin MacGinnis, So, Kentucky 
P JKScott, So., Alabama 


OVERRATED 


ALABAMA 
A » SEC dominance isn’t a foregone 
conclusion anymore. Neither 


is Alabama's, The Tide must find a new 
quarterback, retool the skill positions and 
repair their defensive reputation, 


Getting defensive: Maybe SEC domi- 

nance is eroding because of defense. 
The annual points and total defense 
statistical leaders’ average per gamehas 
risen for threestraight years. 


‘2ar=ronrs COMPOSITE 
ti 
RECRUITS | RECRUITS | RECRUITS 

u 3 31.08 
1 5 2 200.12 
2 0 0 205.06 
2 n 5 202.08 
1 cs 7 7195 
a i i 710.51 
0 1 5 205.31 
0 ? a 290.02 
0 0 0 236.78 
2 3 6 220.30 
0 1 6 22102 
' 2 a) 2102 
f) 2 Ul 193.26 
0 4 4 wiao 


No SEC player has meant this much to his 

‘program since Auburn's Cam Newton, 

The Bulldogs quarterback ranked first in 
o the SEC in total offense (341.2 yards per 

game), second in passing (265.3) and ninth 

in rushing (75,8) and wilt have to bear even 

snort ofthe toad with Josh Robinson gone. 


UNDERRATED 


TENNESSEE 
T » Joshua Dobbs is one of the 
SEC's most exciting quarter- 


backs, and the O-line and running game 
are full of veterans. The Vols could be 
Georgia's top challenger in the East. 


‘Trading places: Half the conference 

has seen coaches switch from one 
school to another, namely Will Muschamp 
(Florida to Auburn) and John Chavis (LSU 
to Texas A&M). 


AATING THE SEC | 


© FASTEST RECEIVER 

Speedy Noll, Texas AZM 

Last season became first A&M player with a 40-yard catch, a 50- 
yard kickoff return and 60-yard punt return in the same game. 


© BEST HANDS 

Ricardo Louis, WR, Auburn 

Even more than a year after his unbelievable catch to beat 
Georgiain 2013, Louis’ miracle play still continues to amaze. : 


© BEST PASSING QB 

Dak Prescott, Mississippi State 

Second in the SEC last year in yards per game, third in 
percentage and total yards, fourth in passing efficiency, 
Prescott sets the standard, 


© BEST RUNNING QB 

Dak Prescott, Mississippi State 

‘The SEC leader in total offense rushed for 986 yards last 
season. With Josh Robinson gone, he may have to tote the rock 
even more often, 


© MOST ELUSIVE RB 

Nick Chubb, Georgia 

He can beat you with power or finesse. No truth to the rumor 
he was built ina tab on the UGA campus. 


‘© BEST INSTINCTS 

Evan Engram, TE, Ole Miss 

Doesn't have “run-by-you" speed but catches everything in his 
zone, a big key as the Rebels break inanew QB. 


© BEST ATHLETE 

Pharoh Cooper, WR, South Carolina 

Also plays quarterback inva pinch, There are those in South, 
Carolina who say he can catch his own passes. 


© MOST LIKELY TO SUCCEED (OFF THE FIELD) 
Vernon Hargreaves Ill, C8, Florida 

His maturity and success ata young level bodes well for his post 
college football future, which seems certain to start in 2016, 


‘© BEST UNDER PRESSURE 

Joshua Dobbs, 08, Tennessee 

Or should we say, he'd best be best under pressure, 
Expectations are running high in Big Orange country. 


© TOP NFL PROSPECT 

Laremy Tunsil, (17, Ole Miss 

“The Blind Side, Part Il." The sequel may be better than the 
vriginal. 


© TOP IMPACT FROSH 

Byron Cowart, DE, Auburn 

Aconsensus top-10 prospect, Cowart will play this fall. The 
bigger question appears to be when he will start, 


© HARDEST HITTER 

Myles Garrett, DE, Texas A&M 

‘The SEC's returning sack leader with 11,5, Garrett will be 
starring in many an SEC quarterback's nightmares this season. 


© BIGGEST OVERACHIEVER 

Ish Witter, RB, Missouri 

Witter only stands 5-10, but he will stand tall this seasons 
Mizzou’s No, 2 back behind 1,000-yard rusher Russell Hansbrough, 


‘© BEST INTERVIEW 

Steve Spurrier, South Carolina 

Even though he bailed on a couple of interviews after losses last 
season, Spurrier is the last of a refreshinaly frank bygone era. 


‘© BEST COACH AS STRATEGIST 

Gary Pinkel, Missouri 

Out recruited and at a facilities disadvantage to the so-called 
SEC powers, Pinkel steering Mizzou to two straight SEC title 
games is an unbelievable achievement. 


© BEST COACH AS RECRUITER 

Nick Saban, Alavama 

Those No, 1 recruiting classes every year must get 
monotonous, no? Um, no. 


© HOTTEST SEAT | 
Derek Mason, Vaiiierbilt i 
‘Mason punted four assistants after a dismal year one, including 

both coordinators, and took over the defense. From here, it's 

progress ora pink slip. 


© BEST VENUE 

Neyland Stadium, Tennessee H 
‘The Volunteer Navy, fall colors to match UT orange on the 1 
hillsides and the Vols are winning again. What's not to like? 
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2015 SCHEDULE 


‘ATE OPPONENT 
55 Louisiana-Monroe 
S12 @VANDERBILT 
S19 South Carolina 
$.26 Southern 

0.3 Alabama 

O10 @TENNESSEE 
O17 Missouri 


NW) @AUBURN 
N21 Georgia Southern 
1120 @GEORGIATECH 


@ COACH 
Mark Richt 
1sthyear (136-48) 
Careerrecord: 136-48 
Offensive coordinator: 
Brian Schottenheine 
Defensive coordinator: 
Jevomny Pitt (second yea) 


@ EAGT FACTS 
3 


tel How, 37:1) 
aii (62.748) 


2010, 
RESULT 


4a 
35:38 


he 
Nick Chubb 


For Georgia, the favorite’s role in the SEC. 
East is as familiar as the hedges ringing the 
lush, green grass of Sanford Stadium. 

‘The Bulldogs are the top pick yet again, 
despite the fact they face big staff changes for 
the second straight year and some of the same 
crucial personnel questions as their pursuers. 

Coach Mark Richt, entering his 15th season, 
completely restocked his defensive staff in 
2014, Georgia’s first such wholesale changes 
on that side of the ball in 50 years. For 2015 
he has a new offensive coordinator in Brian 
Schottenheimer, a new running backs coach 
in Thomas Brown and a new offensive line 
coach in Rob Sale. To make room for Brown, 
Bryan McClendon slid from coaching running 
backs out to wide receivers. 

‘The uncertainty of replacing a proven 
starting quarterback that has plagued many 
SEC campuses this offseason hasn’t spared 
Georgia, Hutson Mason is gone after his one 
full season as a starter, leaving the job to 
sophomore Brice Ramsey. 

Probably, Ramsey does have the most 
experience, having played eight games 
last year while completing 24 of 39 passes 
for 333 yards, three touchdowns and two 
interceptions, But his outing in Georgia's Belk 
Bow! win over Louisville after Mason was 
injured (4 of 9, 51 yards, interception) wasn’t 
overwhelming, so few are completely ruling 
out the candidacy of junior Faton Bauta (4 
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DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


Nick Chubb, RB 


Chubb was supposed to spend his. 
freshman year learning from Keith 
Marshall and all-everything back Todd 
Gurley, Marshall was hampeted with 
injuries and played just three games, 
while Gurley’s dominant season (911 
yards in six games) was disrupted by 
a suspension and later an ACL tear 
Chubb picked up where Gurley left off, 
rushing for 1,323 yards after Gurley's 
suspension, including 266 yards ina 
37-14 Belk Bowl win over Louisville, and 
finishing with 1,547 yards (Second i 
the SEC). 


of 5, 48 yards). That makes this the first year 
since at least 2010 when Georgia went into the 
fall with the position in doubt, 

There's no doubting who the Top Dawg 
is at tailback, Nick Chubb exploded on the 
scene in an almost Herschel Walker-like way 
last season, rushing for 1,547 yards (second 
most in the SEC) and 14 TDs while veterans 


(CHAN JHAESTON 


BATEORE | AP 


wasom 


Todd Gurley and Keith Marshall were beaten down by 
injuries, Chubb recorded eight straight 100-yard games, 
the first Georgia back to do that since Walker, 

Marshall, who has played in just eight games 
combined the last two seasons, could be Chubh’s 
backup, but his injury history suggests the senior could 
get beaten out by sophomore Sony Michel (64 carries, 
410 yards, 5 TDs). 

Georgia had big losses among its pass catchers with 
four of the top seven now departed. Senior Malcolm 
Mitchell (31 catches, 248 yards, 3 TDs) is the Bulldogs’ 
top returning receiver, followed by sophomore tight 
end Jeb Blazevich (18, 269, 2). Two names to watch: 
senior Justin Scott-Wesley, who played in just six 
games last season, and Terry Godwin, a five-star athlete 
prospect expected to play receiver. 

‘The offensive line is a strength with only center David 
Andrews having to be replaced, likely by Hunter Long. 
John Theus and Kolton Houston anchor the tackle spots 
while Greg Pyke is an All-SEC caliber guard. 

Damian Swann is gone at cornerback, leaving the top 
spot on the edge to Aaron Davis (40 tackles, 1 INT). Devin 
Bowman gets penciled in as a backup on both sides to 
start but could push Malkom Parrish for a starting role, 
Junior Quincy Mauger returns at strong safety with 51 
tackles and a team-best four interceptions. 

‘There is continuity on special teams where Marshall 
Morgan and Collin Barber return at kicker and punter, 
respectively. Morgan made 67 of 68 extra points and 
16 of 21 field goals (though just 3 of 6 from 40-49 yards) 
while Barber averaged a pedestrian 39.3 yards per punt. 


DOTTOMLINE 


Eyeryone in the SEC East has their flaws, but Georgia 
gets tabbed the favorite because of Chubb, Richt’s 
long-term success and the fact no one believes Missouri 
will win the division a third straight year, It won’t be a 
picnic, though. Road games at Tennessee and Auburn 
could prove the Bulldogs’ undoing if they're not careful, 
and an Oct. 17 home game with Missouri may set up the 
Bulldogs or Tigers as the frontrunner for the division 
title. 


RECRUITING 


WHT ee srorers 


Georgia finished with HLNEES, zor 
the nation’s sixth-ranked i or keene 
class per 247Sports and : 


* Terry Godwin, © he 


it'saclassthatfilsneeds | Jonsthandbetter, =» 


across the board. The 

Bulldogs signed seven 

defensive linemen, including Trent Thompson, the No, 1 

overall prospect in the class of 2015 out of Westover High in 
Albany. Ga. Thompson should play rightaway. Georgia also 
landed eight defensive backs, including four-star safety Rashad 
Roundtree and four-star cornerback Rico McGraw. They are 
among several incoming recruits who can push for playing time 
this year ini Athens. Terry Godwin is a shifty, speedy playmaker 
who can impact the game in a number of ways, This class gives 
Georgia a solid defensive foundation for years to comeand will 
be the one that second-year defensive coordinator Jeremy 
Pruitt can use to restore UGA to its former glory on that side of 
the ball, 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


© PASSING 

Brice Ramsey 

GP Effic. Cp-Attnt Pct. Yds. 1D Avo/S 
a Wad | 24392 161513333) 416 
© RUSHING GP Att. Net. Avg. TD Avg/6 
NickChubh 13/218 1547) 7). 114) 19.0, 
| RECEIVING — GP-No. Yds: Avg. 10 Ava/G 
MaleolmMitchell 9 | 31 2488013 278 
» TACKLES GP. Sola. Assist Total 
Jordan Jenkins 31-32 | 38 | 70 

eSACKS GP No, Yas 
Leonard Floyd 2) 60 50 

INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 7D. 
QuincyMauger 4) nr s2i0 


BEHIND THE COLLAR 

Uga, who comes from the same line 

of English bulldogs owned by famed 
Savannah trial tav/yer Sonny Seiler, has 
graced the cover of Sports lilustrated and 
appeared in the movie “Midnight in the 
Garden of Good and Evil." The current 
version, Uga IX, isa direct descendent of 
Uga |, who was first introduced in 1956. 


24 TEAM STALE 
STATISTIC. TT iia 
SCORING 537 269 
PoinsPerGame ck} 7 
FIRSTDOWNS 298 15) 
Rushing 4 13 
Passing 106 100 
Ponalty 8 i 
RUSHING YARDAGE 3352 2169 
Yerds gained rushing 3561 224 
Yards ost rushing 709 255 
Rushing Attempts 555 526 


Average Per Rush 60 4) 
Average Per Game 2518 186.8 
38 


TosRushing B 

PASSING YARDAGE 2599 2215 
Comp-Att-tnt 217-322-6 _ 204-379.16 
‘Average Per Pass. al 58 
AveranePer atch 120 109 
AveragePerGame 198.9 170.4 
‘TOsPassing. ry 3 

TOTALOFFENSE 5951 4384 
Total Pays 877 905 
‘Average Per Play 68 48 


Average Per Game 4578 3312 


KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 29-649 64-1232 
31325 10-47 
WI 16-166 6A) 
KICKRETURNAVG, 24 192 
PUNTRETURNAVG, 105 47 
INTRETURNAVG, 104 68 
FUMBLES-LOST. a1 25-13. 
PENALTIES-YARDS 65-527 __67-587 
‘Average Per Game 40s Ay 
PUNTS-YARDS. 43-1630 74-2059 
AveragePer Punt 319. 41g 


Net punt average 36.3, 
TIMEOFPOSS./GAME = 2916. 10:44 
‘3RD-DOWNCONY. By63 75/190. 


3ic:DownPct, 50% 39% 
ATH-DOWNCONV, 125 nig 
‘Ath-Down Pet, 80% 63% 
SACKSBY-YARDS 2231 VH10 
MISC YARDS: 6 i} 

TOSSCORED 10 36 

FG-ATTEMPTS 16-21 mM 

ATTENDANCE 649222. 215552 
Games/AvgPerGame  7/92746 _3/71051 
‘Neutral Site Games, 3/612 


ISCOREBYQTRS _ist_2nd 3rd 4th OT 
Georgia 188150 93.135 0537 
Opponent S166 47 79 6 269 


o-YEAR RECORD 


| WUUROUTOAY 9 


hae 
= 
= 
r 
ma 


DEPTH CHART 
® OFFENSE 


iT 


LG 


Brice Ramsey (6-3, 216, So.) 
Faton Bauta (6-3, 218, Jr) 
Quayvon Hicks (6-2, 257, Sr) 
Christian Payne (6-1, 222, So.) 
Nick Chubb (5-10, 228, So.) 
Sony Michel (5-11, 208, So.) 
John Theus (6-6, 313, Sr) 
‘Aulden Bynum (6-5, 276, So.) 
Brandon Kublanow (6 3, 294, Jr) 
Isaiah Wynn (6-2, 283, So.) 
Hunter Long (6-4, 302, Sr.) 
Isaiah Wynn (6-2, 283, So.) 
Greg Pyke (6-6, 321, Jr) 
Dyshon Sims (6-4, 302, So.) 
Kolton Houston (6-5, 287, Sr.) 
Kendall Baker (6-6, 310, Fr.) 
Jeb Blazevich (6-5, 232, So.) 
Jay Rome (6-6, 248, Sr.) 
Malcolm Mitchell (6-1, 195, Sr.) 
lake Tibbs (6-2, 180, Jr) 
Reggie Davis (6-0, 170, Jr) 
Isaiah McKenzie (5-8, 164, So,) 


D DEFENSE 


NT 


OLB 


Wu 


it 


ct 
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$s 


Fs 


Sterling Bailey (6-3, 280, t.) 
Michael Barnett (6-5, 258, Fr.) 
Chris Mayes (6-4, 317, Sr) 
Trent Thampson (6-4, 285, Fr.) 
Josh Dawson (6-4, 266, St) 
James DeLoach (6-3, 276, Sr.) 
Leonard Floyd (6-4, 230, Jr) 
Lorenzo Carter (6-6, 237, 50.) 
Reggie Carter (6-1, 231, Jr) 
Jake Ganus (6-2, 225, Sr.) 

Tim Kimbrough (6-0, 230, Jr.) 
CChuks Amaechi (6-3, 220, r) 
Jordan Jenkins (6-3, 252, Sr) 
James DeLoach (6-3, 276, Jr) 
Malkom Parrish (5-10, 194, So.) 
Devin Bowman (6-0, 179, 5) 
‘Aaron Davis (6-1, 189, So.) 
Devin Bowman (6-0, 179, Sr) 
Quincy Mauger (6-0, 199, Jr) 
Tramel Terry (6-0, 197,50.) 
Dominick Sanders (6-0, 187, So.) 
‘Tramel Terry (6-0, 197, So.) 


B® SPECIALISTS 


Marshall Morgan (6-3, 200, St.) 
Collin Barber (6-2, 208, St.) 


‘Sporting News All-American 


Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/SNYearbooks 
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2015 SCHEDULE 


DATE | OPPONENT 
Bowling Green 

S12 Oklahoma 

S18 Western Carolina 

J Arkansas 

10 Georgia 

0.2) @ALABAMA 

9) @KENTUCKY 

(South Carolina 

North Texas 

@MIsSOURI 

Vanderbilt 


@ COACH 


Butch Jones 
Third year (12-1 
Career record: 


Offensive coordinat 
Mike DeBord(tirst 


Defensive coordinator: 


John Jancek third year) 


@ FATT FALTS 


200401 
(Be 


sports.cc 
aval 


2014 
RESULT 


10-34 
$10 
92:35 
20-34 
50-6 
45-42 


2428 
maT 


Curt Maggitt 


Rocky top? Tennessee football fans these 
days have to look down to see Rocky Top. 

‘Two promising seasons and two promising 
recruiting classes under coach Butch Jones 
have the Volunteers’ excitement level higher 
than the Smoky Mountains. Tennessee went 
just 7-6 last season, but the Vols won four of 
their last five, including a convincing 45-28 
victory over Iowa in the TaxSlayer Bowl. 

Tennessee is rebuilding with the kind of 
talent not seen in Knoxville in years. The 
question is whether the Vols are ready for an 
ascent to the top of the seemingly wide-open 
SEC East. 

Jones would like to douse the growing 
wildfire of expectations, but that may be 
difficult. 

“We have not arrived,” he said as spring 
practice began. “We're a long ways away 
from where we need to be from a competitive 
depth standpoint to be really able to compete 
ata high level and an elite level.” 

Still, even Jones has to accept there will be 
excitement. It starts at quarterback with the 
return of Joshua Dobbs. 

‘The junior took over for Justin Worley 
after he went down with a season-ending 
shoulder injury. Dobbs captained Tennessee’s 
4-1 finish, completing 112 of 177 passes for 
1,206 yards with nine touchdowns and six 
interceptions in six games played. Dobhs is 
a serious dual threat, finishing second on 
the team with 469 net yards rushing on 104 
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DIFFERENCE-MAK 


Curt Maggitt 


Maggitt is the Vols’ model of 
perseverance after being out nearly two 
years with an ACL tear. Upon his return 


last year, he had the dual role of being a 
defensive stalwart and mentoring then- 
freshman Derek Barnett. The big bruisers 
(both 6-3 and more than 245 pounds) 
combined for 120 tackles, 35 tackles for 
loss and a sack total of 21 that ranks first 
in the nation among returning teammates. 


carries with a team-best eight touchdowns. 

Jalen Hurd returns after leading the Vols 
with 899 yards and five TDs. He will be 
backed up by highly touted junior-college 
transfer Alvin Kamara, who originally signed 
with Alabama. 

Dobbs will have plenty of passing targets 
to choose from. Including Hurd and tight 
end Ethan Wolf, Tennessee returns its top 
seven receivers from 2014, led by Alton “Pig” 
Howard (54 catches, 618 yards, 1'TD) and Von 
Pearson (38 catches, 393 yards, five TDs). 

The offensive line was a liability in 2014 


FE 
3B 


but should be improved this season. Right tackle does 
remain a question mark where Dontavius Blair is 
penciled in as the starter. 

In an unusual twist, Jones hired Mike DeBord to 
be Tennessee's offensive coordinator, replacing Mike 
Bajakian after he left to become quarterbacks coach 
at Tampa Bay. Jones was offensive coordinator under 
DeBord at Central Michigan from 2001-03. DeBord last 
coached in 2012 with the Chicago Bears, spending the 
Jast two years in athletic administration at Michigan, 

‘Tennessee was a middle of the SEC pack defensive 
unit last season (passing yards, fourth; total yards 
allowed, eighth; scoring and rushing, ninth). 
Sophomore defensive end Derek Barnett is symbolic of 
the Vols’ up-and-coming image. As a freshman, Barnett 
recorded 10 sacks and 20.5 tackles for loss, an SEC-best 
18 of them in Tennessee's eight conference games. 

Linebacker A.J. Johnson and his 101 tackles have left 
Knoxville, but fortunately for the Vols, Jalen Reeves- 
Maybin and his 101 stops are back. 

Jakob Johnson (14 tackles) takes over for AJ. Johnson 
at middle linebacker, though with a considerable drop 
off in experience. Dillon Bates, son of Tennessee great 
Bill Bates, is his backup. Fifth-year senior Curt Maggitt 
(48 tackles) will play outside or slip down to defensive 
end when Tennessee goes to an odd front. 

Cameron Sutton (37 tackles, three interceptions) is 
ready for an All-SEC season at cornerback. Free safety 
Brian Randolph leads the secondary with 88 tackles 
(plus two INTS). 

Aaron Medley continued the Tennessee tradition 
of quality kickers last season, making 20 of 26 field- 
goal attempts and all but one extra point. Incoming 
freshman Tommy Townsend takes over punting duties 
from Matt Darr. 


HOTTOM LINE 


‘There is reason for optimism in Knoxville, but it 
should be cautious. The talent and coaching is upgraded 
but there is still plenty of youth on this team, still lessons 
to be learned. The East is up for grabs and the Vols could 
finish first, but this team is probably still a year away. 
Eight or nine wins is doable and reasonable. 


RECRUITING H 


This class, which 
finished No. 4 nationally 
per 247Sports, is another 
roster-building effort 
from coach Butch Jones 
and the Vols staff. There 
may not be a bigger instant-impact player in the SEC than 
Alvin Kamara, the former Alabama speed back who bounced 
to Knoxville from Hutchinson (Kan.) Community College. 
During spring practice, he was already making noise, Kahlil 
McKenzie and fellow defensive tackle Shy Tuttle, who enrolled 
early, should push for playing time. The Vols also signed 
three quarterbacks, including Texas pocket passer Quinten 
Dormady, California dual threat Sheriron Jones and in-state 
athlete Jauan Jennings, who could be an NFL prospect at 
safety, Offensive tackle Drew Richmond, from Memphis, may 
develop into a star at that position, 
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TOPSIGNEES ite 
{+ Kahlil McKenzie, 7 se 

= * Kyle Phillips, OF ©<* © 

+ * Preston Williams, Wi © © 0% 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


© PASSING 
Joshua Dobbs 
GP. Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pet. Yds, TD. Avg/G 


6/1305 | 121776 1633112061 9| 2010 
+» RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
Jalen Hurd 13) 190 899 | 47/5 | 68.2 
| RECEIVING _GP_No. Yds. Avg. 1D Avg/G 
PigHoward = 13) 4) BI MLA 1 ATS 
TACKLES GP. Solo. Assist Total 
JolenReeves-Maybin. 13 63 38 101 

SACKS GP No, Yards. 
Curt Maggitt BNO 56 

S INTERCEPTIONS No, Yards! Avg, 1. 
Toddkely sr 3a] 19 10 


Cameron Sutton 37 41-0370 


GQBEHIND THE COLLAR 

Blue Smokey was the last blue tick coon- 
hound introduced during a 1953 halftime 
contest to name the Volunteer mascot, 
When his name was called, the hound 
threw his head back and barked, causing 
the crowd to cheer—and giving Tennessee 
“Smokey” in the process. 


RY TEAM STATS 

‘SCORING 76 3B 
FoinsPerGane 78942 
FIRSTDOWNS mis 
using we 
Passing 810 


Penalty 20 14 

RUSHINGYAROAGE 19037189 

Yarsgaedushing 22442588 
u 


Yardslostrushing 1 369 
Rushing Attempts 54 318 
Average er Rush 36 43 
AveragePerGome 1464 188.4 
TOsRushing 20 B 

PASSING YARDAGE 2914 155) 
Comp:Atc-Int 781-5314 20137716 
AveragePer Pass 6! 8 
AveragePerCatch 104 127 
AveragePerGame 22421862 
TOsPassing B 16 

TOTALOFFENSE ay 4740 
TotalPlays a1) 802 
‘veragePerPlay 49 53 
fverogePerGame 370.5 —_‘3646 

KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 34-817 54-1016 

PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 22718 22-7) 

INTRETURNS:#-YOS 16-157 14-169 

KICKRETURNAVG. 1.0 188 

PUNTRETURNAVG. 97 a2 

INTRETURN AVG, 98 16 

FUMBLES-LOST i 198 

PENALTIES-YARDS 54-444 78-620 
fverogePerGame 342 ATT 

PUNTS-YARDS 803370 84-3454 
Average Per Punt 22 a 
Net punt average 386 381 


TIMEDFPOSS,/GAME 30:14 29:46, 
3RD-DOWN CONV, 6yz08 65/189 


3rd-Down Pet. 39% 24 
ATH-DOWNCONY, vi 6/15 
th-Down Pet. 58% 40: 
SACKSBY-YARDS 35-188 43-305 
MISC YARDS 0 i] 
‘TOSSCORED AS 4 
FG-ATTEMPTS 20:26 WT. 
ATTENDANCE 898276 362690. 
Games/AugPerGame 7/9754 —_5/79538 
Neutral SiteGames, /56310 


ISCOREBYQTRS Ist 2nd 3rd 4th_ OT 
Tennessee 96 128 75 74 3. 316 
Opponent 63 91 51 10 0 315 
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EMH CHANT 
BD OFFENSE 
QB Joshua Dobbs (6-3, 212, Jr) 
‘Quinten Dormady (6-4, 213, Fr.) 
RB Jalen Hurd (6-3, 230, So.) 
Alvin Kamara (5-11, 210, So.) 
1 Kyler Kerbyson (6-4, 317, Sr.) 
Drew Richmond (6-5, 323, Fr.) 
LG Marcus Jackson (6-2, 308, Sr.) 
Brett Kendrick (6-6, 308, So.) 
Mack Crowder (6-2, 290, Sr) 
Coleman Thomas (6-6, 308, So.) 
RG _Jashon Robertson (6-3, 310, So.) 
‘Austin Sanders (6-5, 307, So.) 
RT Dontavius Blair (6-8, 295, Jr) 
Drew Richmond (6-5, 323, Fr.) 
TE Ethan Wolf (6:5, 240, $0.) 
‘Alex Ellis (6-4, 236, Sr.) 
WR = Marquez North (6-4, 224, Jr.) 
Jason Croom (6-5, 235, Jr) 
WR Pig Howard (5-8, 187, St.) 
Josh Smith (6-1, 205, So.) 
WR Von Pearson (6-3, 187, Sr.) 
Josh Malone (6-3, 198, So.) 


® DEFENSE 

DE Corey Vereen (6-2, 253,Jr) 
Kyle Phillips (6-4, 255, Fr.) 

DT Kahlil McKenzie (6-4, 340, Fr.) 
(Owen Williams (6-2, 295, Sr.) 

OT Danny O'Brien (6-2, 282, Jr) 
Shy Tuttle (6-3, 315, Fr) 

DE Derek Barnett (6-3, 268, So.) 

LaTroy Lewis (6-4, 260, Jr.) 

Curt Maguitt (6-3, 246, Sr.) 

Chris Weatherd (6-4, 217, Sr.) 

Jakob Johnson (6-4, 240, So.) 

Dillon Bates (6-3, 225, Fr.) 

Jalen Reeves-Maybin (1, 225, Jr) 

Cortez McDowell (6-1, 227, So.) 

£8 Cameron Sutton (6-1, 189, Jr) 
Justin Martin (6-2, 192, Jr) 

CB Emmanuel Moseley (5-11, 175, S0,) 
Rashaan Gaulden (6-1, 184, So.) 

FS Brian Randolph (6-0, 208, St) 
Todd Kelly Jr. (6-0, 208, So.) 

SS _LaDarrell McNeil (6-1, 206, Sr) 
Evan Berry (5-11, 208, So.) 


® SPECIALISTS 
K Aaron Medley (6-2, 189, So.) 
P- Tommy Townsend (6-1, 175, Fr) 
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2015 SCHEDULE 


ATE 
55 
$1 


‘OPPONENT 


Southeast Missouri State 


@ARKANSAS STATE 
Connecticut 
@KENTUCKY 
South Carolina 
Florida 
@GEORGIA 
@VANDERBILT 
Mississippi State 
BYU tansy 9 
Tennessee 
ARKANSAS 


SIA 
Gary Pinkel 
15th year (113-86) 


Career record: 186-103. 


Offensive coordinator: 
Josh Henson third year), 
Defensive coordinat 
BarryOdom (ist year) 
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Kentrell Brothers 


One division title could be written off as 
good fortune. 

‘Two is definitcly a trend. 

What would three be? Whatever you'd call 
it, the Missouri Tigers would be delighted to 
find out. 

Mizzou stepped into the SEC East power 
vacuum left by Florida, Tennessee and, last 
year, South Carolina, to win back to back 
division crowns. 

It was an achievement that seemed 
unthinkable after Missouri went 5-7 in its first 
SEC season. Now the Tigers are back for more 
after an 11-3 season that ended with a Citrus 
Bowl win over Minnesota, still lurking, waiting 
for the other contenders to slip up. 

Contending starts with a good quarterback, 
and Mizzou has one in junior Maty Mauk. 
He's started 17 games over the past two 
seasons, completing 221 of 414 passes in 2014 
for 2,648 yards with 25 touchdowns and 13 
interceptions. 

‘The interior of the offensive line is 
formidable, featuring a pair of All-SEC 
candidates, Senior center Evan Boehm 
has started every game of his career and 
comprises an impressive tandem with right 
guard Connor McGovern. Meanwhile, last 
year’s starting right tackle, Taylor Chappell, 
slides over to the left to replace Mitch Morse. 
The biggest concern is at right tackle, where 
seldom-used Clay Rhodes takes over. 
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DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


Kentrell Brothers, LB 


The 6-1, 235-pound Brothers earned 
a reputation as a tackling machine 
prior to 2014. But he was out of sync 
at the beginning of last season and was 
admittedly not playing at the level he 
desired. Thats, until the SEC season, 
when Brothers averaged more than nine 
tackles per game in conference play and 
finished 2014 with 122 tackles, second 
most among league defenders. 


Russell Hansbrough is the SEC’s fifth- 
leading returning rusher with 1,084 yards 
and 10 TDs and the team’s second-leading 
returning receiver behind tight end Sean 
Culkin with 1 catches for 58 yards (Culkin had 
20 catches for 174 yards and a TD). 

Their receiving stats aren't necessarily a 
good sign for the Tigers, who lost their top four 
receivers from 2014 including three productive 
seniors. Mizzou is basically starting over from 
scratch at the wide receiver position, with 
sophomore Nate Brown (5 catches, 45 yards) 


the top returner of the group. He missed part of the 
spring with an ACL sprain but was expected to make a 
healthy recovery. Another receiver, redshirt freshman 
Keyon Dilosa, is returning from a torn Achilles’ tendon. 

Gary Pinkel’s staff is noted for its continuity, so for 
Missouri to be breaking in two new assistants in the 
same season is big news. New defensive coordinator 
Barry Odom is a familiar face, serving as Mizzou’s 
safeties coach from 2009-11 before spending three 
seasons as defensive coordinator at Memphis. Ryan 
Walters is also aboard as safeties coach after a season at 
Memphis under Odom as cornerbacks coach. 

With All-SEC defensive end Shane Ray leaving early 
for the pros, Missouri will be without a senior defensive 
lineman for the first time ever under Pinkel. Ray 
teamed with fellow All-SEC end Markus Golden for 143 
tackles (including 24.5 sacks). 

Charles Harris and Marcus Loud, Ray and Golden's 
understudies, are primed to take over. Harris had 19 
tackles and two sacks last season, while Loud had 14 
tackles and halfa sack, There is still an All-SEC-caliber 
performer anchoring the middle of the Mizzou line in 
defensive tackle Iarold Brantley (54 tackles, 5 sacks). 

The linebacker corps couldn't be in better shape 
thanks to weakside and middle linebackers Kentrell 
Brothers and Michael Scherer, Nos. 2. and 3 among SEC 
returning tacklers with 122 and 114 stops, respectively. 
‘The secondary is also experienced, led by cornerback 
Kenya Dennis (61 tackles). Strong safety Cortland 
Browning missed part of the spring because of foot 
surgery. 

Andrew Baggett returns for his senior campaign, 
having made 18 of 25 field-goal attempts last year and 43 
of 45 extra points, As soon as freshman Corey Fatony 
arrives, he'll be penciled in as Mizzou's starting punter. 


BOTTOM LINE 


In the hard-to-handicap SEC East, the Tigers may 
be the most dependable team of all. With a veteran 
quarterback among its loads of championship 
experience, don’t expect Missouri to fade quietly, The 
Tigers could be 6-0 on Oct. 17 when they invade Georgia 
for what could be a showdown for SEC East supremacy. 
If Mizzou wins in Athens, well ... three-peat, anyone? 


ECRUITING HEPON 


2a sProrrs 


Coming off back-to- SIGNERS. — 
back SEC Eastttles, 4 a ee 
the Tigers were able 3 ulewieen ae 
toland their highest- + © Chase Abbington, W@ ©s= 6 
ranked recruiting class 


since joining the league 

(No. 25 per 247Sports), but that really doesn't matter as this 
staff has proven itcan evaluate and develop with the best of 
them, Terry Beckner could havea Sheldon Richardson-type 
of impact. Drew Lock is Mizzou's quarterback of the future. 
Junior-college offensive tackle Malik Cuellar arrived from the 
City College of San Francisco for spring ball and was ascending 
the depth chart. Ifyou want a classic Missouri sleeper, look no 
further than athletic 67 athletic wideout Justin Smith from 
West Laurens High in Dublin, Ga., one of the great late steals in 
the cycle nationally. 


AETURNING STATLEADERG 


+ PASSING 
Maty Mak 
GP Effic. CmpsAttnt Pet. Yds. TD Ava/S 
41 1208 | 221-414-13 | 534 12648"25, 1891 


RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg, TD Avg/G 
RussellHansbrough 14 1205/1084) 53.110. 774 


RECEIVING GP No. Yd. Avg. TD Avg/G 
SeanCulkin W020) M4 AT 1) 
» TACKLES GP Solo. Assist Total 
KentrellGrothers 14) «6260 | 122 

SACKS GP No. Yards 
Harold Brantley 4) 80) 48 

‘INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. TD. 
AarionPenton 2 8) 70 


OGEHIND THE MASK 

Even though Missouri's football team has 
been known as the Tigers since 1890, it 
wasn't until 1984 that Truman the Tiger 
was named—after Missouri-born President 
Harry S. Truman. 


2M TEAM STATO 
STATISTIC it a 
SCORING 369 285 
PointsPerGame 78 a 
FIRSTDOWNS 70 715 
Rushing 23 13 
Passing 2 7 
Ponalty 9 ny 
RUSHINGYARDAGE 24901872 
Yards gained rushing 2835, 2338 
Yards lostrushing 5 485 
Rushing Attempts 539 531 
Average Rush 46 45 
verogererGame 17791937 
TOsRushing 7 18 
PASSINGYARDAGE 26482978 
CompAtint MAMI 788-474-12 
Average Pet Pass 64 63 
veranePerCatch 12.0 103 
‘WeragePerGame 189.1127 
TOsPassing % i 
TOTALOFFENSE 5384850 
Total Plays. 954 1005, 
‘Average Pes Play $4 AR 
AveragePerGame 3610-3464 
W641 34-845 
728) 22175 
i217 13.16 
27 uo 
04 80 
INTRETURN AVG, 164 89 
FUMBLES:LOST 3 4219 
PENALTIES-YARDS 107-815 83-666 
‘Average Per Game 58.2. AIG 
PUNTS-YARDS 75-3084 83-3437 
AveragePer Punt Ay On) 
Netnuntaverage 38.5 303 
TIMEOFPOSS/GAME 29:00 31.00 
3RO-DOWNCONV. 93/217 ——/219 
itd-Down Pet 43% Yi 
ATH-DOWNCONY. WB 12/28 
Ath Downe, am 5% 
‘SACKSRY-YARDS: M4284 23477 
MISC YARDS 4 0 
TDsscorED 4a 36 
FG-ATTEMPTS 0548 
ATTENDANCE 456996 397383 
Games/AvgPorGame 7/6528 S{T9477. 
Neutral SiteGames 2161075 


ISCOREBYQTRS Ist 2nd 3rd_Ath_ OT Total 
Wewurr 83 86 NO 10 0 389 


Opponent 60 82 63 80 0 295 
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DEPTH CHAN 

BD OFFENSE 

QB Maty Mauk (6-0, 200, Jr) 
Eddie Printz (6-3, 205, So) 

RB Russell Hansbrough (5-9, 195, Sr) 
{sh Witter (5-10, 190, So.) 

{T Taylor Chappell (6-5, 305, Sr) 
Paul Adams (6-6, 290, Fr) 

1G Mitch Hall (6-5, 310, Sr.) 
Kevin Pendleton (6-4, 315, Fr.) 

C Evan Boehm (6-3, 320, Sr.) 
‘Alec Abeln (6-3, 290, So.) 

RG Connor McGovern (6-4, 300, Sr) 
Jordan Williams (6-3, 290, Jr) 

RT Clay Rhodes (6-5, 280, So.) 
Nate Crawford (6-5, 290, So,) 

TE Sean Culkin (6-6, 245, Jr) 
‘Jason Reese (6-5, 250, So.) 

WR J'mon Moore (6-3, 190, So.) 

Eric Laurent (6-3, 215, Jt) 

Nate Brown (6-3, 205, So.) 

Thomas Richard (6-1, 190, Fr.) 

Wesley Leftwich (6-1, 205, Sr.) 

Keyon Dilosa (6-3, 200, Fr) 


@® DEFENSE 

DE Charles Harris (6-3, 255, So.) 
Spencer Williams (6-3, 245, Fr.) 

DT Harold Brantley (6-3, 280, Jr) 
Rickey Hatley (6-4, 285, Jr.) 

NG Josh Augusta (6-4, 335, Jr) 
Evan Winston (6-3, 300, Jr) 

DE Marcus Loud (6-4, 260, So.) 
Rocel McWilliams (6-2, 240, Fr.) 

OLB_Kentrelt Brothers (6-1, 235, Sr) 
Joey Burkett (6-2, 210, So.) 

MLB Michael Scherer (6-3, 235, Jr) 
Eric Beisel (6-3, 225, So.) 

OLB. Donavin Newsom (6-2, 230, Jr.) 
Clarenice Green (6-0, 220, St.) 

£B Kenya Dennis (5-11, 200, Sr) 
David Johnson (5-11, 195, Sr) 

CB Aarion Penton (5-10, 190, Jn) 
John Gibson (6-0, 190, Jr.) 

FS lan Simon (6-0, 195, Sr) 
Thomas Wilson (5-10, 190, So.) 

$$ Cortland Brovining (6-1, 205, Sr) 
Anthony Sherrits (6-0, 190, So.) 


@ SPECIALISTS 


K Andrew Baggett (6-1, 215, Sr.) 
P Corey Fatony (5-11, 185, Fr.) 
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FLORIDA | 


GATOAS 


YEARAECORD 37. 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


‘There’s a new coach in Gainesville, a familiar face that Florida 


fans hope will have them reacquainted with big-time winning very 
soon, QB Treon Harris (5-11, 193, So.) 


Former Alabama offensive coordinator Jim McElwain, who RB Kelvin Taylor (5-10, 209, Jr) 


nearly steered Colorado State last season into a CFP bowl berth f ey 
PEA etanetcalcoterpacs vitae Hehe: Toran ah 
RRS ) RG Antonio Riles (6-4, 312, So) 
Vii P11) to the program once known RT Roderick Johnson (6-6, 296,50) 
for its Fun ‘N’ Gun attack and DIFFERENCE-MAKER TE Jake McGee (6-6, 243, Sr) 
restore the Gators to contender WR Demarcus Robinson (6-2, 197, Jr.) 
status in the SEC East. Treon Harris, QB WR Ahmad Fulwood (6-4, 208, Jr) 
McElwain brought in WR Valdez Showers (6-0, 193, Sr) 
Doug Nussmeier to do the 


offensive play calling, but DE Bryan Cox Jr. (6-3, 261, Jr) 


rd 2015 SCHEDULE both will collaborate. First job: DT Jonathan Bullard (6-3, 277, Sr) 
a RTEIPRNeE a name a starting quarterback. DT Caleb Brantley (6-2, 319, So.) 
Wy 55 NewWenico State Sophomore Treon Harris is DE Alex McCalister (6-6, 238, Jr) 
J BF ssa cha aa the only signal caller with any OLB Jarrad Davis (6-2, 229, Jr) 
a ar experience (55 of iil passin: MLB Antonio Morrison 6-1, 225, 5) 
n apenas ae ae beg! Alex Anzalone (6-3, 234, Jr) 
Tennessee os dio yar gi S OCUAG Ts {EB _Vernon Hargreaves (5:1, 198) 
03 OleWiss “+ interceptions), but redshirt athleticis CB Quincy Wilson 6-1,209,S0) 
1 @MISsOUR! naa freshman Will Grier will be in thactortuet on ote : $ Keanu Neal (61, 209, Jr) 
oO” @tsu 730 play. S Marcus Maye (6-0, 205, Jr) 
31 Georgia 320 Kelvin Taylor (116 carries, 
7 Vanderbitt 10 565 yards, 6 TDs) should . 
Jui @SOUTHCAROLINA 7023 _startat tailback though Adam Lane was MVP of the Gators’ Sealant, Brien 5 
N21 Florida Atlantic Birmingham Bowl win over East Carolina. The question is ee 
1.20 Fler State 18% who will block for them. Florida returns just eight scholarship ae 
linemen, with center Trip Thurman and right tackle Roderick 
Johnson the only ones who played significant snaps. Six O-line RECRUITING REPORT Ses--=rorr= 


Jim McElwain 
First year 
Careerreco 


Offensive coordinator: 
Doug Nussmeier(fitst 

Defensive coordinators: 
Geoff Coltns (fest year) 
Randy Shannon (frst year) 


@ FAGTFALTS 


5 


recruits signed in February, led by the nation’s No. 1 offensive 
tackle, Martez Ivey, and they will have to grow up quickly. 
Defensively the Gators were respectable up front in 2014, third 
in the SEC allowing just 116.2 rushing yards per game. 
Geoff Collins comes to Florida from Mississippi State to run 
an aggressive, attacking defense that returns some shiny pieces 
but lacks depth. The linebacker corps is thin aside from middle 
linebacker Antonio Morrison (101 tackles in 2014). 'The secondary 
is anchored by All-American cornerback Vernon Hargreaves 
III (50 tackles, 3 interceptions), while Bryan Cox Jr. and Alex 
McCalister try to fill the cleats of projected top-five draft pick 
Dante Fowler Jr. at defensive end. 


Optimism will run high in Gainesville because of McElwain’s 
arrival, but just about any change would pay offensive dividends 
and excite the faithful. Unfortunately there are too many issues at 
O-line, running back and linebacker to allow Florida to challenge 
for the division title. A bowl, any bowl, is a worthy goal. 
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ar 
rr 

* Martezivey, 07 

* CeCe Jefferson, UF sees 

* Jordan Scarlett, \" 


New coach Jim McElwain did 
an admirable job in a short amount. 
of time, holding off Auburn for 
Martez Ivey and Ole Miss, Alabama 
and Auburn for CeCe Jefferson, 
both longtime Florida leans. Jordan. 
Scarlett an elite rushing prospect 
who could see the field early for 
the Gators, who also landed four- 
star south Florida running back 
Jordan Cronkrite, who was once: 
committed to Miami, Late-rising 
cornerback Chris Williamson, from, 
Gainesville, Ga., isa 6-1 playmaker 
from thesame high school that 
produced Clemson quarterback 
Deshaun Watson. 


ARES JOHN PACU AP 


(MOORE-STEPHENB MORTON / A? 


QB Connor Mitch (6-3, 220, So.) 
FB Garrison Gist (5-10, 252, Sr) 
RB Brandon Wilds (6-2, 224, St) 
AT Mason Zandi (6-9, 313, Jr) 
1G Cody Waldrop (6-2, 309, Jr) 
£ Alan knott (6-4, 268, So.) 
RG WillSport 6-5, 304, Sr) 
RY Brandon Shell (6-6, 327, St) 
TE _Jerell Adams (6-6, 231, Sr.) 
WR Pharoh Cooper (5-11, 208, Jr.) 
WR Deebo Samuel (6-0, 206, Fr.) 


DE Gerald Dixon (6-2, 276, Jr) 

DT Gerald Dixon Jr. (6-3, 325, Sr) 
DT Philip Dukes (6-3, 324, Sr.) 

DE Marquavius Lewis (6-3, 266, Jr) 
OLB Jonathan Walton (6-0, 241, Jr) 
MLB Skai Moore (6-2, 218, Jr) 

OLB. Jordan Digy> (0-0, 210, 31) 

8B ChrisLammons (5-10, 185, So.) 
CB Rico MeWilliams (5-11, 188, Jr) 
FS DJ. Smith (5-11, 194, So.) 
SS__T.J.Gurley (5-10, 199, Sr.) 


K Elliott Fry (6-0, 158, Jr) 
P Sean Kelly (5-10, 201, Jr) 
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Itwagall ahout adding 
personnel on the defensive line 
for the Gamecocks, who finished 
with the nation’s No. 19 class. 
Marquavius Lewis, the No. Ijunior- 
college defensive end in the 2015, 
cycle per 247Sports, arrived for 
spring ball and was already listed 
asastarter and South Carolina's 
best defensive lineman. Dexter 
Wideman also participated in 

the springand could push fora 
starting job this season. Four-star 
junior-college defensive end Dante 
Sawyer and two more jucos—Ulric 
Jonesand Devante Covington— 
arrive this summer. 


Skai Moore 


After fonr straight nmprecedented seasons of 42. camhined wins 
from 2010-13, there’s a fear among South Carolina’s faithful that 
last year’s 7-6 record is a sign that the chickens of the program's 
lesser nature have come back to roost. 

Pegged as an SEC East contender last season, South Carolina 
floundered because of its defense, finishing 13th in the conference 
in yards (432.7 ypg) and 12th in points allowed (30.4). 

Steve Spurrier, who turned 70 in April, returned after some 
consideration, though how 
long he remains will be a 
question. For this season at 
least, the Head Ball Coach 
brought reinforcements. He 
retained defensive coordinator 
Lorenzo Ward, but made him 
co-coordinator with Jon Hoke, 
his last defensive coordinator 
at Florida. Hoke will call the 
formations, though it remains 
to be decided if that will 
be his traditional 4-3 or the 
Gamecocks’ traditional 4-2-5. 

Eight early enrollees also 
rolled into Columbia in 
January, a high-water mark 
for the Spurrier era. That 
includes junior college transfer 
Marquavius Lewis, expected to 
claim a starting defensive end spot opposite Gerald Dixon (and his 
brother, Gerald Dixon Jr., at tackle). 

Like so many SEC teams, the Gamecocks face quarterback 
issues. Sophomore Connor Mitch looks the part of the starter, 
though he threw just six passes last season. Freshman Lorenzo. 
Nunez could give him a push come August. 

‘The skill positions are well stocked, with exciting AlLSEC 
receiver Pharoh Cooper catching passes and punts (and 
occasionally playing Wildcat quarterback). Cooper caught 69 
passes for 1,136 yards and nine touchdowns last season, while 
Brandon Wilds returns after rushing for 570 yards and four TDs 
in 2014. 

Depth on the offensive line was a spring concern but should 
eventually be resolved. Brandon Shell, the returning starter at 
right tackle, underwent spring shoulder surgery but should be 
healthy by fall. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 
Skai Moore, LB 


Gamecocks in 
Interceptions ( 
only four ga 


In the hard-to-handicap SEC East, South Carolina looks 
like a mid-pack entry. Since the defense should be better, the 
Gamecocks will again win more than they lose, but not enough to 
propel them to the top of the division. A plus-.500 regular season 
is an attainable goal, but not much more. 
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@ COACH 


Steve Spurrier 


Twitter: 


Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/SNYearbooks 
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SEC-East 


KENTUCKY 


WILDCATS 


en 
2015 SCHEDULE 


DATE OPPONENT 
$5 Louisiana 
@SOUTHCAROLINA 
Toride 

Missouri 

(5 Easter Kentucky 
{5 Auburn 

{104 @MISSISSIPPISTATE 
(0) Tennessee 

(7 @GEORGIA 

fot @VANDERSILT 
Charlotte 

(20 Louisville 


@C0ACH 


Mark Stoops 
Third 

Coreerrecort: 
Offensive coordinator: 
Defensive coordinator: 
i D.J.Elioe third year) 


@FASTFACTS 


2014 RECORD: 
t 


Website: uk 
Twitter: 


2014 
RESULT 


Josh Forrest 


‘The cheers for basketball have the volume to drown out 
everything else involving Kentucky athletics, but when the 
decibels finally die down another sound can be heard: 

‘The sound of a football program being built. 

Kentucky has gone all in for football, with a $120 million 
renovation of Commonwealth Stadium set to debut this fall and 
$45 million practice facility 
opening next door in 2016. 

Kentucky marched down 
the road to relevance in 2014 
with a promising 5-1 start 
under second-year coach Mark 
‘Stoops. Then came a sobering 
41-3 loss at LSU followed by 
five more losses, leaving the 
Wildcats a game short of their 
bowl goal. 

Now in 2015, a year more 
experienced and infused by 
the best three-year recruiting 
run in program history, 
Kentucky is ready to be known 
for something other than 
basketball. 

Respectability rides on the 
right arm of junior quarterback 
Patrick Towles, who threw 
10 touchdowns and four 
interceptions during the first six games of 2014, but only four 
touchdowns with five interceptions in the last six. 

New offensive coordinator Shannon Dawson arrives from pass 
happy West Virginia, tasked with making Towles more consistent 
while devoted to a more balanced attack. Stanley “Boom” 
Williams (486 yards rushing, 5 TDs) and Jojo Kemp (323 yards, 4 
TDs) return to lead the ground game. Ryan Timmons (45 catches, 
536 yards, 2 TDs) is also back at receiver while freshman C.J. 
Conrad enrolled early and should start at tight end. 

Kentucky's defense gave up 407 yards per game last season 
but returns seven players who started six or more games. Middle 
linebacker Josh Forrest is the SEC’s top returning tackler with 10 
stops (9.2 per game). Strong safety A.J. Stamps had 56 tackles and 
four interceptions, more than UK had in all of 2013. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


Josh Forrest, LB 


It’s time for Stoops’ program to take a step forward. No one 
is expecting national championship-level results. This isn’t 
basketball. But at least a bowl appearance, UK’s first since the 
2010 season, is a must have. This team can get there, but it’s going 
to need to get at least three SEC wins. 


146 2015 SPORTING NEWS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


TTT 
UT 


sl 
ms 


QB Patrick Towles (6-5, 241, Jr.) 
RB Stanley Williams (5-9, 196, So) 
LT Jordan Swindle (6-7, 309, Sr.) 
1G _ZachWest (6-4, 312, Sr) 

© Jon Toth (6-5, 295, Jr.) 

RG Ramsey Meyers (6-4, 323, $0) 
RT kyleMeadows (6-5, 285, 50, 
TE CJ.Conrad (6-5, 245, Fr) 

WR Jeff Badet (6-0, 176, So.) 

WR Ryan Timmons (5-10, 201, Jr) 
WR Garrett Johnson (5-11, 174,50.) 


DE Farrington Huguenin (6-4, 272, Sr) 
DT Melvin Lewis (6-4, 342, Sr.) 

BT C.J. Johnson (6-3, 297, Sr.) 

DE Jason Hatcher (6-3, 249, Jr) 
MLB Josh Forrest (6-3, 233, Sr) 

OLB Ryan Flanigan (6-2, 220, Sr.) 
CB Alle McC tain (5-11, 199, Ir) 
€B Cody Quinn (5-10, 174,51) 

€B Fred Tiller (6-0, 177, 1) 

FS Marcus McWilson (6-0, 202, Jr.) 
$8__A,J.Stamps (6-0, 197,51) 


K Austin MacGinnis (5-10, 175, So.) 
P Landon Foster (6-1, 178, Sr) 
Sporting News Al American 


zor 
muna 

» EU Brown, LS # es 

» C.J. Conrad, TE «4 

* Courtney Miggins, OF #6» 


This Kentucky class ranked No. 
Binthe conference and featured 
another strong contingent from 
the state of Ohio as five Buckeye 
State prospects, including C.J. 
Conrad, who enrolled early and 
could push for time this year at 
tightend, inked with the Wildcats. 
EliBrownisa6-2, 200-pound 
in-state linebacker who will 
makean impact on the Kentucky 
defense, perhaps as early as this 
season. A pair of Washington, D.C, 

6-4 wide receiver 
Jabari Greenwood of Gonzaga and 
offensive tackle Levon Livingston 
of Ballou-were bigsteals. 


= 
5 
a 
é 


\WEATFERLY: ARK HUMPHREY / 


QB Johnny McCrary (6-4, 224, So.) 
FB Ladarius Banks (6-2, 270, £0.) 
RB Ralph Webb (5-10, 200, So.) 
UT Andrew Jelks (6-6, 305, Jr) 
LG Jake Bernstein (6-4, 312, Sr.) 


© Spencer Pulley (6-4, 300, r) 
RG Deland Crooks (6-5, 312,50) 
RT WillHolden (6-7, 312, Jr) 

TE Steven Scheu (6-5, 245, St) 
WR C.J, Duncan 5-11, 200, So) 
WR Latevius Rayford (6-1, 192, Jr.) 


DE Caleb Azubike (6-4, 270, Sr) 

NT NifaeLeatao (6-5, 320, 50) 

DE Adam Butler (6-5, 305, Jr) 

OLB. Stephen Weatherly (6-5, 250, Jr) 
ILB Nigel Bowden (6-1, 245, So.) 
ILB Zach Cunningham (6-4, 234, So.) 
OLB Jonathan Wynn (6-4, 248, So.) 
€B Toren McGaster (6-0, 196, Jr) 
£8 Taurean Ferguson (5-9, 185, So.) 
FS OrenBurks (6-3, 212,50.) 

$$ _Jahmel Mcintosh (6-1, 200, Sr.) 


K Tommy Openshaw (6-2, 185, So.) 
P Colby Cooke (6-3, 220, Jr) 


Sporting News All-American 
RECRUITING REPOAT Seem atrcarrre 

waz 
ri 

+ Josh Smith, \ 

* Donovan Sheffield, (8 « « 

» Kyle Shurmur, (5 » 

‘The Commodores signed only 


18 prospects but have someimpact 
players in Smith, the No. 3inside- 
linebacker prospectin thecycle 
per 247Sports Composite rankings, 
and Donovan Sheffield—both local 
products of the Nashville area 

The quarterback of the future 
arrivesin kyle Shurmur, wha isa 
polished 6-4 packet passer from 
Pennsylvania. Vanderbilt also 
added ajuco transfer, defensive 
end Nehemiah Mitchell from City 
College of San Francisco, in time for 
spring. The 6-5, 265-pounder has 
the big, athiletic body needed for 
\Vandy'sdefensive scheme. 


Stephen Weather!) 


One year in Nashville and Vanderbilt coach Derek Mason is 
already under fire. 
‘Taking over the Commodores after James Franklin led them 
to back-to-back nine-win seasons, Mason’s first campaign was 
astep backward. Vandy went just 3-9 (0-8 SEC), two of those 
wins coming by a combined four points over Massachusetts and 
Charleston Southern, the latter an FCS team. 
‘The offense was one of the worst in the FBS, ranking 122nd 
of 125 schools in total yards, while struggling to find an identity 
behind one of four starting quarterbacks, the most in the 
FBS. In December, Mason 
jettisoned four coaches, 
including offensive coordinator 
Karl Dorrell and defensive 
coordinator David Kotulski. 
Mason decided to 
He brought 
in former Wisconsin offensive 


DIFFERENGE-MAKER 


Stephen Weatherly, LB 


ttwould appear that Weatherly's 
ound frame enabced 
him to make 


tackles for loss and 4.5 sacks last 
year, But it was most likely his two 
previous seasons developing in 
the program asa practice squad 
member in 2012 and reserve with 
limited playing time in 2013. With 
all that built up eneray, Weatherly 
exploded when he finally got the 
opportunity to be a regular start 
Injhis last five games, he registered 


coordinator Andy Ludwig, 
giving him full reign of the play 
calling and choice of a starting 
quarterback. 

Mason decided not to hire 
anew a defensive coordinator 
but run the unit as he did 
as defensive coordinator at 
Stanford, Linebackers coach 


2015 SCHEDULE 


10.5 tackles fork 
inthe season closer, a24-17 loss to 
Tennessee. 


Kenwick Thompson will have 
an elevated role with the 
defense, but final decisions will 
be Mason's. 

Ludwig spent the spring trying to decide between his two 
most-experienced quarterbacks, sophomore Johnny McCrary 
(985 yards, 9 touchdowns, 8 interceptions) and junior Patton 
Robinette (454 yards, 3 TDs, 3 INTs). Ludwig's decision was made 
easier after Robinette retired in late March due to concussion 
issues. McCrary will have All-SEC caliber tight end Steven Scheu 
(9 catches, 525 yards, 4 TDs) to throw to again, while Ralph 
Webb (912 yards, 4 TDs) returns as an underrated tailback. 

Defensively, the Commodores will complete a transition 
started last year from a 4-3 to a 3-4, with Mason preaching a more 
attacking, risk-reward approach. Vandy brings back its top six 
returning tacklers, led by inside linebackers Nigel Bowden and 
Zach Cunningham (78 and 67 tackles, respectively). Both kicking 
specialists, kicker Tommy Openshaw and punter Colby Cooke, 
also return. 


Mason has to show progress in Year Two, which means a 
winning record in the nonconference schedule and at least one 
or two SEC victories. Games at Middle Tennessee on Oct. 3 and 
Nov. 14 at home against Kentucky could be linchpins to Mason’s 
job security. 


bare orpowen wiautr 
5 Western Kentucky 
Georgia 44 
AustinPeay 
25 @OLEMISS 341 
0.3 @MIDDLETENNESSEE 
0s) @SOUTHCAROLINA 3448 
124 Missouri 424 
3) @HOUSTON 
(7 @FLORIOA 034 
AM Kentucky MI 
121 Texas ARM 
Wi @TENNESSEE 24 


@ COACH 


Derek Mason 
id year (3-9) 
reerrecor 
Offensive coordinator: 
Andy Loca ist yea), 
Defensive coordinator 
Detek Mason (second ye 


@FASTEACTS 


‘2014 RECORD:3-9, 


‘Stadium: Vanderbilt Stadium (40.550) 


con 


Follow Sporting News Yearbooks on Twitter @SN_Yrbks 
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PADIECTED 


2015 SCHEDULE 


DATE OPPONENT 
55 Louisville 09) 
512 Jacksonville State 
519 @Lsu 

5.20 Mississippi State 

0.5 SandoseState 


03) OleMiss 
Wi @TEXASARM 
NW) Georgia 
12) Waho 
(120 Alabama 


@ COACH 
Gus Malzahn 


Third year(20-7) 
Careerrecord: 29-10 


Offensive coordinators: 
Rhett Lashlee (third year) and 
Dameyune Craig hind year) 
fensivecoordinat 
WilNuschamp (first year) 


@ FAST FACTS 


‘2OV4RECORD: 8-5 


‘Cassanova McKinzy 


Auburn's roster is home to Gray King, Tyler 
Queen, Prince Tega Wanogho, D'haquille 
“Duke” Williams and Gimel President, 

But are the Tigers truly deserving of being 
crowned SEC royalty, worthy of the title of the 
most powerful team in college football’s most 
powerful conference? 

‘The SEC’s most mercurial program, Auburn 
has four seasons of 11 wins or more since 2004 
and five seasons of five or more losses over 
that same span. 

‘This year, despite coming off an 8-5 
campaign and losing dependable quarterback 
Nick Marshall and the SEC’s leading rusher in 
Cameron Artis-Payne, the Tigers are the pick 
to win the SEC West. 

‘The main reason is the new man running 
the defense. Will Muschamp had a rocky 
tenure as head coach at Florida, going 28-21 
in four seasons. But as soon as the Gators cut 
him loose, Muschamp became the most highly 
prized free agent coach in the conference. 

South Carolina and Texas A&M were both 
interested in Muschamp, but Gus Malzahn 
enticed him back to Auburn (where he was 
defensive coordinator in 2006-07) fora 
reported $1.6 million per year. 

Muschamp finds a defense that is a shadow 
of what he left at Auburn eight years ago. The 
‘Tigers ranked ninth in the SEC in total defense 
last season (398.8 ypg) and 10th in scoring 
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DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


Cassanova McKinzy, LB 


Wasn't Casanova a lover, not a fighter? 
Somebody give the memo to this guy. 
MckKinzy has been exceptionally violent 
to opponents with a team-leading 
166 tackles over the last two seasons, 
Having McKinzy in the middle of the field 
allows Auburn edge-rushers to attack 
quarterbacks liberally (107 team QB 
hurries in 2014), knowing that whatever 
gets by them won't get by him. 


defense (26.7 ppg). In its last seven FBS 
games, Auburn allowed 31 points or more— 
the worst stretch in school history. 
Muschamp will run a base 4-3 with some 
3-4 formations, a switch from Auburn’s set 
4-2-5 under Ellis Johnson with a hybrid Star 
position, Whatever the formation, Muschamp 
will have an excellent cornerstone to build 
around in junior defensive end Carl Lawson. 
Lawson tore an ACL in spring practice last 
year and missed all of the 2014 season, But 


MASON DAVE MARTIN AP 


he’s back and arguably better than ever, improving his 
10-yard split time this spring from what it was a year 
earlier, 

DaVonte Lambert (24 tackles, 10 QB hurries) mans 
the other end, backed up by President. 

Atlinebacker, Cassanova McKinzy leads the charge 
with 91 tackles in the middle. Johnathan Ford, Auburn’s 
leading tackler from 2014 with 93 stops and three 
interceptions, is back at the strong safety spot. 

Graduation and the NFL hit Auburn hard on offense, 
where the Tigers lost their quarterback, top running 
back and three of their top five receivers. 

‘There is a faction that believes Auburn will eventually 
be better at quarterback with Jeremy Johnson. Seen 
as a more accurate passer than Marshall, Johnson 
completed 75.7 percent of his passes (28 of 37) for 436 
yards, three touchdowns and no interceptions. Most of 
that came when he started the season opener against 
Arkansas, going 12-for-16 for 243 yards and two TDs as 
Marshall sat for a one-half suspension. 

‘There’s little question who Johnson's top target will 
be. Williams was far and away Auburn’s go-to receiver 
last season, ranking third in the SEC with 73.0 receiving 
yards per game (45 catches, 730 yards, five TDs). More 
of a question lies at running back where Jovon Robinson 
is expected to have the inside track a year out of prep 
school over Roc Thomas (43 carries, 214 yards, 2 TDs). 

Sophomore Daniel Carlson will again handle both 
kicking and punting duties. Carlson made 18 of 24 field 
goals and all 57 of his extra points, but Auburn was 12th 
in net punting (37.4 yards per punt). 


BOTTOM LINE 


There’s a lot of dice rolling at Auburn. Fans are 
hoping Johnson will be an even better passer than 
Marshall, that the Tigers could actually be better at 
running back than they were with Artis-Payne, and 
most importantly that Muschamp will turn the Auburn 
defense into one that actually defends. If it all works 
out, Auburn will be the team to beat in the SEC West. 
Place your bets ... 


RE 


UITING REPORT = 


The addition of former TOPSIGHEES — 
Rlorica hep shah 4) * Byron Cowart, bE s eee 
Will Muschamp to the @*KantyorJoiton ATH shee 
Aubum staffas defensive Neveu Rcbeson We wane 
coordinator—along with 
ace recruiter and Tigers 


alum Travaris Robinson, who worked under Muschamp with 
the Gators—paid huge dividends down the stretch asthe Tigers 
finished with eight signees from the Sunshine State, including 
Byron Cowart, who was previously a Florida lean. Jovon 
Robinson, however, may be the name college football fans 
becomes familiar with first in this class. The Georgia Military 
College star returns to Auburn (he signed with the Tigers in 
the 2012 class before leaving) andis in contention to be the 
starting running back this season. He's talented enough to pile 
up the yardage right away. This class, which finished No. 9 in 
the country per 247Sports' rankings, also features 10 signees 
from Georgia, including speedy receiver Darius Slayton, whom 
the Tigers flipped late in the recruiting cycle from UGA. 


GP Effie. Cmp-Attnt Pet. Yds. TO Avg/G 
7) 014) 2837-0 (757 1436/3 623 
RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
Roc Thomas 2°43 24 50 2 118 
RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 
DukeWiliams 101 45 73016215 730 
TACKLES GP_ Solo Assist Total 
JohnathanFord = N3-—«G2 aT | 


OBEHIND THE MASK 

The War Eagle is traced back to the 1892 
‘game against Georgia when a pet eagle 
broke free and soared over the field. The 
crowd began to chant "War Eagle!” as 
the Tigers marched to victory over the 
Bulldogs. Nova (War Eagle Vil) has been 
flying around Jordan-Hare Stadium since 
2006. 


2m TEAM STATS 

a 
‘SCORING 461 EU 
Points Per Game BS 267 
FIRSTDOWNS iy 287 
Rushing 72 ai) 
Passing B2 BI 
Penalty 


‘Yardslost rushing 73 324 
Attempts 0 493 
AveragePec Rush 45 


55. 
‘Average Per Game B55 168.8 
I 


PASSING YARDAGE ol 
Comp-Attint 208-3327 _243-421-22 
‘Average Per Pass 
‘veragePer Catch M3 123 
‘Average Per Game mas 2301 
TDs! B 

‘TOTAL OFFENSE 6305 5185 
Total Plays 939 914 
‘Average Per Play 67. 57. 

Game 


PUNT RETURN AVG, m8 78 
INTRETURNAVG, 59 136 
FUMBLES-LOST 225 
PENALTIES-YARDS 97-896 97-467 
‘AveragePerGamie 359 
PUNTS-YARDS. 52.2115, 59-2477 
Average PrP 407 ay 
Netpun a8 353 
TMEDEPOSS CAME 2053 
ICOM. 94/t79 A/T 
e-DownPct. % 
ATH-DOWNCONY, 37 15/25 
Ath-Down Pct. 43% 60% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 236 1592 
Wisc YARDS a 
SCORED 38 45 
FG-ATTEMPTS em he 
Gizis7 972648 
Games/AvgPerGame —7/874515/74530 
Neutral SteGames ysanr3 


SCOREBYOTRS st 2nd 3rd 4th OT 
‘Auburn 103 150 86 122 0 461 
Opponent 98 103 1 72 3 347 
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OEFTH CHART 

B® OFFENSE 

QB Jeremy Johnson (6-5, 230, Jr) 
‘Sean White (6-0, 200, Fr.) 

RB__Jovon Robinson (6-0, 230, Jr) 
Roc Thomas (5-10, 203, So.) 

{T Shon Coleman (6-6, 313, J) 
Braden Smith (6-6, 286, So.) 

LG Alex Kozan (6-4, 300, Jr) 
Devonte Danzey (6-2, 305, Sr) 

© Austin Golson (6-5, 304, Jr) 
Xavier Damper (6-2, 305, Sr.) 

RG Braden Smith (6-6, 286, So.) 
Avery Young (6-6, 305, J:) 

RT Avery Young (6-6, 305, Jr.) 

Tt 


Robert Leff (6-6, 288, Jr.) 
Chandler Cox (6-1, 232, Fr.) 
Chris Laye (6-5, 249, Fr.) 
‘WR Tony Stevens (6-4, 201, Jr.) 
Marcus Davis (5-9, 180, Jr.) 
WR Duke Williams (6-2, 224, Sr) 
Melvin Ray (6-3, 215, Sr.) 
WR Ricardo Louis (6-2, 215, St.) 
Melvin Ray (6-3, 215, Sr) 


4 DEFENSE 
DaVonte Lambert (6-2, 282, Sr) 
Gimel President (6-4, 263, Jr) 
OT _Dontavius Russell (6-3, 295, Fr.) 
Devaroe Lawrence (6-2, 281, J.) 
BT = Montravius Adams (6-4, 296, Jr.) 
Maurice Swain (6-5, 295, J) 
DE Carl Lawson (6-2, 257, Jr) 
Eljah Daniel (6-2, 282, Jr.) 
OLB Kris Frost (6-2, 240, Sr.) 
Justin Garrett (6-1, 228, Sr.) 
MLB Cassanova Mckinzy (6-3, 253, St) 
Cameron Toney (6-1, 243, So.) 
OLB. Tre’ Williams (6-2, 238, So.) 
JaViere Mitchell (6-2, 215, Jr) 
{8 Jonathan Jones (5-10, 181, St.) 
T.J. Davis (6-0, 200, Jr) 
€B Joshua Holsey (5-11, 198, Sr) 
Stephen Roberts (5-11, 187, So,) 
SS _Johnathan Ford (6-0, 203, Jr.) 
Joshua Holsey (5-11, 198, Sr) 
FS TrayMatthews (6-1, 203, So.) 
Markell Boston (6-0, 200, Fr.) 


B® SPECIALISTS 
K_ Daniel Carlson (6-4, 213, So.) 
P. Daniel Carlson (6-4, 213, So) 
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2015 SCHEDULE 


DATE OPPONENT 


uid @MISSISSIPPISTATE 
11.2) Charleston Southern 
N28 @AUBURN 


@ COACH 
Nick Saban 
Ninth year (1-1 

Career record: 182-59-1 
Offensivecoordina 
Lane Kiffin (second y 
Defensive coordinator: 
Kirby Smart (eighth year) 


@ FAST FACTS 


Tickets:205, 

te: Tuscaloosa, 
altide.com 

Twitter: @AlabamaF TBL 


Leading Ohio State 21-6 in the second quarter 
of January's Sugar Bowl, with a trip to the first 
CFP championship game in its grasp, Alabama 
became something rarely seen: Vulnerable. 

Cardale Jones and Ezekiel Elliott shredded 
the Crimson Tide for 537 yards, including 
Elliott's decisive 85-yard touchdown burst 
right through Nick Saban’s vaunted defense. 

‘The 42-35 loss left Alabama no longer 
looking so invincible. The Crimson Tide 
won another national recruiting title in 
February, but Bama’s gifted newcomers can’t 
compensate for all the experience lost since 
that stunning night in New Orleans. 

All-American wide receiver Amari Cooper 
and his 1,727 receiving yards is gone to the 
NFL. Same for TJ. Yeldon, half of a deadly 
2,000-yard rushing duo with Derrick Henry, 
defensive secondary leader Landon Collins 
and quarterback Blake Sims, who led the SEC 
in passing efficiency. 

‘Talent abides in Tuscaloosa as always under 
Saban, who in his ninth year is Alabama's 
longest-tenured coach since Bear Bryant. 

But for the first time in years, the perennial 
king of the SEC hill has a hill to climb. 

Jake Coker was expected to inherit the 
quarterback job in 2014 when he transferred 
from Florida State. He was beaten out by Sims 
and played just seven games, completing 38 of 
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DIFFERENCE-MAKEA 


Derrick Henry, RB 


For the second straight offseason, 
they're breaking in a new starting 
quarterback in Tuscaloosa. What's 
more, nearly half of the offense left with 
wideout Amari Cooper and halfback T.J. 
Yeldon. The Tide still has the 6-3, 241- 
pound Henry, who smashed and dashed 
for 990 yards and 11 touchdowns in 
2014. He'll continue the tradition of 
great Alabama running backs 


59 passes for 403 yards and four touchdowns, 
but is a lock for the job this time. 

Henry rushed for 990 yards last season, 11 
more than Yeldon, but isn’t an every-down 
back. Kenyan Drake (112 yards, 4 TDs) is on 
track to be the No. 2 back after Tyren Jones 
(224, 2) was suspended in the offseason. 

Good hands still abound in the receiver 
corps, with sophomore ArDarius Stewart (12 
catches, 149 yards) the best bet to blossom 


MASCOT: GERALD HERBERT / AP 


into the No. 1 receiver. Tight end O.J. Howard (17, 260) 
will also be a prime target. Cam Sims was battling 

for a starting wide receiver spot before tearing an 

ACL in spring practice, requiring surgery that put his 
sophomore season in jeopardy. 

‘Alabama’s strength will be along the line of scrimmage. 
Left tackle Cam Robinson is poised to make an All- 
American run, though center Ryan Kelly is the only other 
returning offensive starter. On the defensive line Brandon 
Ivory is gone, as is junior college transfer Jonathan Taylor, 
‘who was dismissed from the team in March. A’Shawn 
Robinson (49 tackles) is ready to earn All-SEC honors. 

Reggie Ragland captains the linebacker squad as he 
is Bama’s top returning tackler with 95 stops including 
10.5 for losses. Highly regarded junior Reuben Foster 
takes over at the other inside linebacker spot for Trey 
Depriest. Outside linebacker Denzel Devall missed the 
spring after ankle surgery. 

‘The secondary is in flux with the departure of 
Collins at strong safety and a hip injury that sidelined 
cornerback Cyrus Jones during the spring. Eddie 
Jackson and Tony Brown will duke it out for the other 
cornerback slot while Marlon Humphrey, son of Bama 
running back great Bobby Humphrey, backs up Jones. 

Hootie Jones is set to take over for Collins at strong 
safety. Senior Geno Smith is expected back at free safety 
despite a DUI arrest in March. 

Defensive coordinator Kirby Smart moved from 
safeties to inside linebackers after Kevin Steele left to be 
coordinator at LSU, while Tosh Lupoi took over outside 
linebackers when Lance Thompson left for Auburn. Mel 
‘Tucker, who worked under Saban at LSU, will coach the 
secondary, 

On special teams, JK Scott averaged 48.0 yards per 
punt as an AILSEC freshman. Kicker Adam Griffith 
made only 12 of 19 field goal attempts while nailing 53 of 
54 extra points. 


QUTTOM LINE 


Can you lose a 1,700-yard receiver, a 1,000-yard 
rusher and the SEC's most effective passer and hope 
to be as productive offensively? There’s no question 
the Tide will be terrific in the trenches, but Bama is no 
automatic choice to win the SEC and earn a CFP spot 
this time. 


RECRUITING REPORT 2-2 -srorers 


Alabama signed the TOPSIGNEES 
nation'sNo. Irecruiting ——, Catvin Ridley, iaeiee 2 
class for the fifth straight 5 


Kendal Sheffield, <% » 
‘) Blake Barnett, ©) © 


recruiting cycle, an 
unprecedented run in 
college football's modern 
recruiting era. Seven players enrolled early. Look out for safety 
Ronnie Harrison (Tallahassee, Fla./University) to possibly make 
amove to play this season, as he was impressive during spring 
practice, Calvin Ridley, the No. 1 wideout recruit in the class of 
2015 per the 247Sports Composite rankings, isa burner who 
could provide a big-play element early in his career. Alabama 
again cast a wide net, signing prospects from 12 different 
states, including the nation’s No. running back, Damien 
Harris, from Kentucky. 


RETURNING STATLEADERS 


» PASSING 

JakeCoker 

GP. Effic. Cmp-Attint Pet. Yds. 1D Avg/6 
7) M42) 38590 (644 40314) 576 
RUSHING GP Att, Net Avg. TD Avg/6 
DerrickHenry 14172 990/58 (M1 707 
RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Ava/6 
GiHoward 14) 17 2601530) 186 
TACKLES GP. Solo. Assist Total 
Reggie Ragland 4 45 SO) 85 

PSACKS GP Na. Yards 
Jonathan Allen 4 5530 

INTERCEPTIONS — Wo. Yards Avg. 1D 


O BEHIND THE MASK 

Sports writer Everett Strupper of the 
Atlanta Journal authored a story on the 
1930 Alabama-Ole Miss game in which he 
wrote, “Hold your horses, the elephants 


are coming.” Big Al offically debuted at 
the 1980 Sugar Bowl, a 24-9 Crimson Tide 
victory over Arkansas. 
2BN4 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC oo 
SCORING 507 238 
Points Per Game 369184 
FIRSTOOWNS 340 24 
Rushing 158 1 
Passing m0 mi 
Penalty 16 2 


Yardslostrushing 8 300 
Rushing Attempts S67 452 
AveragePerRush 31 32 
AyerapePerGame 2088 1024 
TOs Rushing % 5 

PASSING YARDAGE 
Comp-At-int 290-45110_ 268-4931 
‘veragePer Pass 
‘AveragePerCatch 13.4 NB 
WweranePerGame 278-2081 
TOs Passing 2 19 

4598 
45 
49 
3284 
Bost 
1283 
0-44 
as 
63 
4 
FUMBLES-L0ST 8209 


‘Average Per Game 401 369 
PUNTS-YARDS 55-2640 88-3790 
Average Per Punt 480 431 
Niet punt average 44) 384 


‘3RO-DOWN CONV. 102/88 __B2/217 
3ic-Down Pct. 8% 
4TH-DOWNCONV, 19/13 vid 


68 
FG-ATTEMPTS 14-22 2325 
[ATTENDANCE 785418 338939 
Games/AvgPerGame —8/98177 
Neutral Site Games 


SCOREBYOTRS tst_2nd 3rd 4th OT Ti 
‘Alabama 125 181 92 102 7 SIT 
Opponent 49 80 74 55 0 258 


5-VEAR RECORD 


58-4 


= TRLONIGAAIIIIN end 


oa ee 


gl 


OLFTH CHINAS 
BD OFFENSE 
QB Jake Coker (6-5, 232, St.) 
Alec Morris (6-3, 233, Jr.) 
FB Bo Scarbrough (6-2, 240, Fr.) 
Michae! Nysewander (6-1, 237, St) 
RB Derrick Henry (6-3, 242, Jr) 
Kenyan Drake (6-1, 210, Sr.) 
AT Cam Robinson (6-6, 326, So.) 
Brandon Greene (6-5, 300, Jr.) 
1G Alphonse Taylor (6-5, 325, Jr.) 
Ross Pierschbacher (6-4, 298, Fr.) 
© Ryankelly (6-5, 297, Sr.) 
Bradley Bozeman (6-5, 320, So.) 
RG Ross Pierschbacher (6-4, 298, Fr) 
Bradley Bozeman (6-5, 320, $0.) 
Dominick Jackson (6-6, 315, Sr) 
Grant Hill (6-6, 322, Jr.) 
TE 0.J. Howard (6-6, 242, Jr) 
TY Flournoy-Smith (6-3, 247, Sr.) 
ArDarius Stewart (6-1, 204, So.) 
Chris Black (6-0, 192, Jr) 
WR. Robert Foster (6-2, 194, So.) 
Cam Sims (6-5, 209, So.) 


BD DEFENSE 
DE JarranReed (6-4, 313, Sr.) 
D.J. Pettway (6-2, 270, Sr.) 
NT A’Shawn Robinson (6-4, 312, Jr) 
Darren Lake (6-3, 315, Sr) 
DE Jonathan Allen (6-3, 272, Jr.) 
a'Shawn Hand (6-4, 273, So, 
OLB Denzel Devall (6-2, 252, Sr.) 
Rashaan Evans (6-3, 225, So.) 
NB Reuben Foster (6-1, 240, Jr) 
‘Shaun Dion Hamilton (6-0, 229, So.) 
NB Reggie Ragland (6-2, 252, Sr) 
Dillon Lee (6-4, 242, Sr.) 
GLB Ryan Anderson (6-2, 258, 41) 
Tim Williams (6-4, 230, Jr) 
Eddie Jackson (6-0, 194, Jr) 
Tony Brown (6-0, 195, So.) 
“Gyrus Jones (5-10, 196, Sr.) 
Marlon Humphrey (6-1, 192, Fr.) 
Geno Smith (6-0, 196, Sr) 
Jabriel Washington (5-11, 182, Sr) 
SS_ Hootie Jones (6-2, 219, So.) 
Maurice Smith (6-0, 199, Jr) 


BD SPECIALISTS 
K Adam Griffith (5-10, 192, Jr.) 
P JK Scott (6-5, 195, So.) 
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Offensive coordinator: 
Cam Cameron third year) 
Defensivecoordinator: 


Kevin Stezle(irst year) 
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Leonard Fournette 


‘These are anxious times in Tigertown. 

LSU was 8:5 last season, the Tigers’ fewest 
wins since 2008. Defensive coordinator John 
Chavis bolted for archrival Texas A&M after 
LSU’s 31-28 loss to Notre Dame in the Music 
City Bowl, leaving behind an SEC-leading 
defense often victimized by an offense that 
ranked 114th nationally in passing and 73rd in 
scoring. 

New defensive coordinator Kevin Steele 
drew mixed reviews from LSU fans when he 
was introduced in January, many of them 
remembering his last stint as a coordinator 
at Clemson that ended in a 70-33 rout by 
West Virginia in the 2012 Orange Bowl. 
Counterbalancing that was Les Miles’ hiring 
of Louisiana native and uber-recruiter Ed 
Orgeron as defensive line coach. Orgeron 
quickly helped the Tigers land another top-10 
recruiting class, though he couldn’t work 
miracles at quarterback. 

Offensive coordinator Cam Cameron vowed 
to simplify his NFL-based offensive system, 
and Miles promised an open competition 
between junior Anthony Jennings and 
sophomore Brandon Harris that will stretch 
into fall camp. Their performances in the 
spring game were inconclusive. 

Jennings started all but LSU’s game 
at Auburn, throwing for 1,611 yards, 11 
touchdowns and seven interceptions on {11-of- 
227 passing. His 48.9 completion percentage 
was the lowest of any regular SEC starter. 
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DIFFERENCE-MAKERG 


Leonard Fournette, RB 


Fournette was the consensus No. 1 
recruit in the nation following his 2013. 
senior season in high school. He showed 
it wasn’t just hype in his first year at LSU, 
supplanting senior Terrence Magee as the 
Tigers’ starting running back. At 6-1 and 
230 pounds, Fournette combines great 
size and great speed, allowing 
break the 1,000-yard barrier in his first 
season with 1,034. He also crossed the 
goal line 10 times. 


Harris led the SEC in passing efficiency, 
though it was a phantom stat based on a thin 
set of numbers (25-of-45, 452 yards, 6 TDs, 
2 INTs). In fact, after being pulled from the 
Auburn game, Harris didn’t complete a pass 
the second half of the season. 

“We were the weak link on the team last 
year,” Harris said after the spring game. 
“It’s not nice when people talk about our 
quarterback situation, and that we are not 
doing really well. I take that with a chip on my 
shoulder.” 


ASOOT ALEXERANDON/ AP 


Whoever takes the first snap Sept. 5 against McNeese 
State will be handing the ball plenty to sophomore 
tailback Leonard Fournette. A preseason All-SEC pick, 
Fournette rushed for 1,034 yards and 10 touchdowns 
and returned a kickoff for a touchdown against Notre 
Dame last year. Cameron called him the most improved 
player on LSU’s offense in the spring, a scary thought 
for the opposing defenders Fournette plowed over last 
season. 

Part of LSU’s passing-game struggles were a youthful 
receiver corps. The key players are a year older, led by 
Travin Dural (37 catches, 758 yards, 7 TDs) and Malachi 
Dupre (14, 318, 5). Dupre made two stylish touchdown 
catches in the spring game, looking like the kind of 
Jarvis Landry/Odell Beckham Jr.-like playmaker the 
Tigers lacked in 2014. 

Steele plans a more aggressive, multiple defense 
than did Chavis. It should be strong up the middle 
with returning tackles Christian LaCouture and Davon 
Godchaux, middle linebacker Kendell Beckwith (LSU's 
leader with 77 tackles) and safeties Jalen Mills and Jamal 
Adams, the latter drawing comparisons to former LSU 
All-American Eric Rei 

‘The ends, likely Tashawn Bower and Maquedius 
Bain, must not only replace departed starters Danielle 
Hunter and Jermauria Rasco but try to improve on their 
combined 5.5 sacks and 20.5 tackles for loss. 

Starting kicker Colby Delahoussaye (11-of-15 field 
goals, 34-of-36 extra points) returns, but a late-season 
swoon that led Miles to give Trent Domingue (2-of-4 
field goals, 6-for-6 PA'Ts) a try casts the position in 
doubt. Senior Jamie Keehn was the SEC’s second- 
leading punter last season while averaging 44.9 yards 
per kick. 


QUTTOMLINE 


Miles’ 11th season in Baton Rouge will be his most 
critical, LSU has Top 10 talent at every position except 
the most important one: quarterback. Neither Jennings 
nor Harris need to be great to lead LSU to a CFP bowl 
or the SEC Championship Game, but at least one of 
them must improve. If they can, the rest of the Tigers 
are plenty good enough to follow them to a desirable 
postseason address. 


RECRUITING REPORT 22a srorrs 


The Tigers finished 
the 2015 Fenmtnegee aaa “= 
rankedNo.Snationally |. yron Johnson, 
per 247Sportsand,as Maea Teuhema, 
usual, there are plenty of 

talented football players 

heading to Baton Rouge. Kevin Toliver enrolled for spring andis 
one of the most complete, naturally gifted comnerbacksin the 
2015 class. LSU swiped him from Trinity Christian in Jacksonville, 
Fla. Three in-state running backs—David Ducre, Derrius Guice 
and Nick Brossette—give the Tigers even more depth at that 
position, while three speedy in-state playmakers—Tyron 
Johnson, Donte Jackson and Derrick Dillon-add versatility and 
explosiveness to the roster. New defensiveassistant Ed Orgeron 
madean impact ina short time, landing defensive end Arden 
Key from Atlanta, a longtime South Carolina commit. 


Anthony Jennings ° 

Cop-Attnt Pet. Yds, TD. Avg/G ~ 
1 NaS) 2277489 WNT) 1239 o@mm°o © o 
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LeonardFournette 13.187 1034/55 10 795 
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Rickey Jefferson 
TreDavious White 
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OBENIND THE CAGE DEPTH CHAT 
Mike the Tiger, a 440-pound Bengal/ BD OFFENSE 


‘Siberian mix, is pulled by LSU cheerleaders 
through Death Valley ina travel trailer until: 
hic e299 it parked noxt tothe opponent's 
locker room in the southeast end of the 8 
stadium, Opposing players must walk past 
‘Mike to reach their locker room, Traditio7 
dictates the Tigers will score a touchdown 
for every growl Mike elicits before games, 


QB Anthony Jennings (6-2, 216, Jr) 
Brandon Harris (6-3, 188, So.) 
David Ducre (6-0, 239, Fr) 

Jobin David Moore (6-3, 229, 50.) 
RB Leonard Fournette (6-1, 230, So.) 
Darrel Williams (6-0, 230, So.) 

UT Jerald Hawkins (6-6, 309, Jr} 


Jonah Austin (6-6, 330, Sr.) 
20/4 TEAM STATS ty 
Lore 


Ethan Pocic (6-7, 301, Jr.) 


Garrett Brumfield (6-4, 309, Fr) 

‘SCORING 359 26 C Andy Dodd (6-4, 336, So.) 

ienteiae a a Will Clapp (6°, 295, Fr.) 
Rushing 158 {00 RG Josh Boutte (6-5, 340, Jr.) 
Pasig 5 i K.J. Malone (6-4, 289, So.) 

I ¥ 
RUSHING YARDAGE 2319 1985, a anne 
Yardsuainedrushing — 32502243 fens 
Yards lost rushing 331 i TE Dillon Gordon (6-4, 295, Sr.) 
Rushing Attempts ea 460 DeSean Smith (6-5, 242, Jr) 
Average Per Rush 47 44 WR Travin Dural (6-2, 192, Jr) 

i ogee harap John Diarse (6-0, 210, So.) 
PASSINGYARDAGE —-2118—~=SSC WR. Malachi Dupre (6-3, 187, So, 
CComp-At-nt 138-2769 199-385-10 0.1. Chark (6-2, 184, So.) 
AveranePer TT 55 


B® DEFENSE 

DE Maquedius Bain (6-4, 299, Sc.) 
Lewis Neal (6-1, 255, Jr.) 

DT Davon Godlchaux (6-4, 298, So.) 
Frank Herron (6-4, 278, So.) 

DT Christian LaCouture (6-5, 300, Jr) 
Greg Gilmore (6-5, 305, 50.) 

DE _Tashawn Bower (6-5, 237, Jr) 
Deondre Clark (6-3, 244, So.) 

OLB Lamar Louis (5-11, 229, Sr.) 
Duke Riley (6-1, 218, Jr.) 

MLB Kendell Beckwith (6-2, 245, Jr) 
Ronnie Feist (6-1, 224, Jr) 

LB. Deion Jones (6-1, 220, Sr.) 
Donnie Alexander (6-1, 201, 50.) 

€B  Tre'Davious White (5-11, 191, Jr) 
Kevin Toliver I (6-2, 192, Fr) 
Ed Paris (6-1, 208, So.) 
Dwayne Thomas (6-0, 182, Jr) 

FS Jalen Mills (6-0, 194, Sr.) 
Rickey Jefferson (6-0, 204, Jr) 

$$ _ Jama Adams (6-0, 206, $0.) 
John Battle (6-1, 186, $0.) 


BD SPECIALISTS 


ATTENDANCE 712063 
Games/AvgPerGame — 7/101723 


ae —— K_ Colby Delahoussaye (5-10, 176, Jr) 
Ps (6-4, 220, Sr. 
i es jamie Keehn (6-4, 220, Sr.) 
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Atan Arkansas basketball game last season, Bret Bielema made 
a WWE-like entrance, descending from the rafters through the 
stands onto the court to thunderous applause. He may be the 
most popular football coach to ever lose 14 of his first 16 SEC 
games. 

Of course, it’s the two late wins-shutouts of LSU (17-0) and 
Ole Miss (30-0), plus a 31-7 Texas Bowl rout of old Southwest 
Conterence nemesis Texas— 
that has fans high on the Hogs. 

Arkansas’ 7-6 record is a 
modest achievement at face 
value. But it’s the way the 
Razorbacks won and the relief 
of emerging from the double- 
barreled embarrassment and 
discouragement of the Bobby 
Petrino and John L. Smith eras 
that has Arkansas fans fired up. 

Arkansas returns the 
nation’s only pair of 1,000-yard 
running backs: senior Jonathan 
Williams (1,190 yards, 12 
touchdowns) and junior Alex 
Collins (1,100, 12). They take 
the heat off senior quarterback 
Brandon Allen (190-of-339 
passing, 2,285 yards, 20 TDs, 5 
INTs), who was a modest 10th in SEC passing efficiency. 

Keon Hatcher overcame some early drops to become the 
Razorbacks’ top receiver last year (43 catches, 558 yards, 6 TDs), 
just eclipsing All-SEC tight end Hunter Henry (37, 513, 2). The 
offensive line is a huge asset with four returning starters. 

Arkansas was second in the SEC in total defense last year and 
fourth in scoring, but there are concerns. The line lost a couple 
of likely draft picks in Trey Flowers and Darius Philon, while end 
JaMichael Winston and tackle Taiwan Johnson return. Bijhon 
Jackson takes over at nose guard while Deatrich Wise Jr. will likely 
start at the other end spot. 

Depth isa worry at linebacker. Brooks Ellis, Arkansas’ top 
returning tackler with 72 stops, moves from middle to weakside, 
with Josh Williams taking over Ellis’ old spot. The secondary’s 
improvement allowed the whole defense to improve and should 
be strong again. Cornerback Jared Collins had 53 tackles and 13 
passes defended and will start opposite Henre’ Toliver. Rohan 
Gaines (59 tackles) returns at strong safety while Josh Liddell takes 
over at free safety. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKERS 


Jonathan Williams, RB 
Alex Collins, RB 


‘The Hogs will have some issues with depth and on defense, but 
eight or nine regular-season wins is a reasonable goal. 
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QB Brandon Allen (6-3, 210, Sr.) 
FB Kody Walker (6-2, 250, Sr.) 


RB Jonathan Williams (6-0, 224, Sr) 
{Denver Kirkland (6-5, 343, Jc) 
16 Sebastian Tretola (6-5, 322, Sr) 
C Mitch Smothers (6-3, 315, Sr.) 
RG Frank Ragnow (6-5, 311, So.) 

RT Dan Skipper (6-10, 307, Jr) 
TE Hunter Henry (6-5, 250, Jr.) 

WR Dominique Reed (6-4, 185, Jr) 
WR Keon Hatcher (6-2, 210, Sr.) 


DE _JaMichael Winston (6-4, 272, Jr) 
BT Taiwan Johnson (6-2, 273, Jr) 
NG Bijhon Jackson (6-2, 324, So.) 
DE _Deatrich Wise Jr. (6-5, 271, Jr) 
OLB. Brooks Elis (6-2, 237, Jn.) 

MLB Josh Wiliams (6-1, 243, Jr) 
OLB. Khalia Hackett (6-2, 232,50) 
CB Henre' Toliver (6-1, 186, So.) 
€B Jared Collins (5-11, 172, Jn) 
FS Josh Liddell (6-1, 209, So.) 

SS Rohan Gaines (5-11, 195, Sr) 


K Cole Hedlund (5-10, 170, Fr.) 
P Toby Baker (6-3, 202, Jr) 
Sporting News A-Amercan 
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+ Hjalte Froholdt, 01 « 
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> Will Gragg, '= 


The Razorbacks finished witha 
strong Top 25 effort and continued 
tobuild their offensive line with 
elite out-of-state recruiting wins, 
beating the Florida powers on 
athletic tackle Jalen Merrick of 
New Smyrna Beach, Fla, Jeremiah 
Ledbetter, the No, 2junior-college 
defensive tackle per 247Sports’ 
Composite rankings, enrolled 

early and could not be blocked 
during spring practice. The Hogs 
also signed their QB of the future 
infourstar Ty Storey (Charleston, 
Ark), one of nine top-10 prospects 
from within the state who elected 
tostay at home. 
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QB Chad Kelly (6-3, 220, Jr) 

RB _Jaylen Walton (5-8, 166, Sr.) 

LT Laremy Tunsil (6-5, 305, Jr) 
LG Aaron Moris (6-5, 345, Sr) 
Ben Still (6-3, 298, Sr.) 

RG Justin Bell (6-2, 352, Sr) 

RT Fahin Cooper (6-5, 312, Sr) 

TE Evan Engram (6-3, 227, r) 
WR Laquon Treadwell (6-2, 229, J) 
WR Quincy Adeboyejo (6-3, 189, Jr.) 
WR Markell Pack (6-3, 181, S0.) 


DE C.J. Johnson (6-2, 225, Sr) 

DT Robert Nkemdiche (6-4, 280, Jr.) 
NT D.J. Jones (6-2, 310, Jr) 

DE Fadol Brown (6-4, 280, Jr) 

OLB Denzel Nkemdiche (5-11, 212, Sr) 
MLB Christian Russell (6-0, 235, Sr.) 
CB Tee Shepard (6-1, 195, Jr) 

CB Mike Hilton (5-9, 182, Sr.) 

S$ Tony Conner (6-0, 217, Jr) 

FS C.J. Hampton (6-0, 192, So.) 
SS__TraeElston (6-0, 195, Sr) 


K Gary Wunderlich (6-0, 175, So.) 
P Will Gleeson (6-3, 189, $0.) 
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* Van Jefferson, VF 


The Rebels got a pair of instant- 
impact receivers in Damarkus 
Lodge and Van Jefferson. There 
‘may not have been two more 
college-ready prospects at that 
position in the high school ranks 
during the 2015 cycle. Junior- 
college quarterback Chad Kelly, the 
nephew of Jim Kelly anda former 
Clemson signal-caller, arrived for 
the spring and is competing for 
the starting job, Ole Miss, which 
finished with the No. 17 class 
nationally per 247Sports, also 
landed the top juco defensive 
tackle in the country, D.J. Jones of 
East Mississippi CC. 


MMI 
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Tony Conner 


Ole Miss is the SEC’s version of the enigma machine. 

Are the Rebels the team that started 7-0 last season and was 
ranked as high as No. 3? Or is it the team that lost four of its last 
six games, including routs by Arkansas (30-0) and TCU (42-3) in 
the Peach Bowl? 

The Rebels possess some of 
the SEC’s most glittering talent 
‘on both sides of the ball. But 
there are also major issues to 
address. 

Offensively, wide receiver 
Laquon Treadwell (48 catches, 
632 yards, 5 touchdowns), tight 
end Evan Engram (38, 662, 2) 
and left tackle Laremy Tunsil 
are at least All-SEC worthy. 
‘Treadwell, whose 2014 season 
was cut short Nov. I bya 
broken fibula against Auburn, 
made a quick recovery and 
returned on a limited basis in 
spring practice. Tunsil is the 
SEC’s top NFL prospect. 

Defensively, junior tackle 
Robert Nkemdiche (35 tackles, 2 sacks) will draw All-America buzz 
as well as double teams. Safety Tony Conner (69 tackles) is also 
one of the nation’s best. 

‘There are issues for the Rebels, too, and they start at 
quarterback. Bo Wallace is gone, and with him nearly 3,200 yards 
passing and 3,400 yards of total offense. 

Chad Kelly, a junior-college transfer and nephew of NFL great 
Jim Kelly, is talented but troubled, dismissed at Clemson and 
arrested in December in a Buffalo bar fight. Kelly’s job will be to 
both match Wallace’s production and protect the ball. Wallace 
threw 14 interceptions, and no Ole Miss quarterback since Eli 
Manning in 2003 has thrown less than 10, 

Jaylen Walton (106 carries, 586 yards, 5 TDs) is the clear leader 
at tailback. Defensively, C.J. Hampton fills the void left at free 
safety by Cody Prewitt, while linebacker Denzel Nkemdiche 
recovers from a broken ankle. 


Tony Conner, S 


Conner’s position at 
iscalled the "Huskie 
bea reference to.eith 
thor a idable, ver 
anine, Whatever the c 


With players like Treadwell, Tunsil, Engram, Nkemdiche 
and Conner, the Rebels’ top end talent is the equal of other 
SEC contenders. Two major questions dog Ole Miss: depth and 
quarterback. A productive quarterback position could allow 
the Rebels to be an SEC West contender-or it could unravel 
everything. 
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De’Runnya Wilson 


There was no bigger decision in the offseason than that of 
quarterback Dak Prescott returning to Mississippi State for his 
senior campaign. 

Now the question is how close can the Dak Attack come to 
replicating last year’s unprecedented season. 

‘The Bulldogs spent five weeks at No. I, their first time atop 
the polls in program history, 
including the first week of 
the College Football Playoff 
rankings. Though they lost 
three of their last four to 
Alabama, Ole Miss and Georgia 
Tech in the Orange Bowl, State 
still won 10 games for the first 
time since 1999 and finished 
the season at No. 11. 

Prescott piled up 4,435 
yards of total offense and 41 
touchdowns behind a veteran 
offensive line. That line lost 
three starters, including 
center Dillon Day, leaving 
State without a single player 
who has played center on the 
college level. Junior Jamaal 
Clayborn is the favorite to earn 
the job. 

Josh Robinson decided to take his talents to the NFL after 
rushing for 1,203 yards last season, leaving the Bulldogs to spread 
out the carries when Prescott doesn’t have the ball. Ashton 
Shumpert (274 yards, 2 TDs) and Brandon Holloway (294 yards, 
‘TD) will lead the committee. Leading receiver De’Runnya Wilson 
(680 yards, 9 TDs) was arrested on drug charges during the 
offseason and had to overcome a knee injury but was expected to 
return healthy after some internal discipline. 

‘The defense has to be retooled everywhere. Chris Jones (26 
tackles, 3 sacks) is the only returning starter on the front line, 
though fortunately for State he’s one of the SEC's best. Top 
tackler Benardrick McKinney (71 stops) is replaced by Beniquez 
Brown (top returning tackler with 62), while strong safety 
Kendrick Market (49 tackles) tore his Achilles’ tendon last fall but 
is expected to return. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


De‘Runnya Wilson, WR 


Prescott coming back is huge, but even his enormous presence 
probably won't keep the Bulldogs out of the SEC West cellar. A 
big part of MSU’s success last year was predicated on an offensive 
line that isn’t there anymore. If the Bulldogs can rebuild that line 
successfully, State is at least bowling again. 
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QB Dak Prescott (6-2, 230, Sr) 

RB Ashton Shumpert (6-2, 218, Jr) 
UT Rufus Warren (6-7, 295, Sr) 

LG Justin Malone (6-7, 320, Sr) 

© Jamaal Clayborn (6-4, 320, Jn) 
RG Devon Desper (6-3, 300, Jr.) 

RT _ Justin Senior (6-5, 295, Jr.) 

TE GusWalley (6-4, 235, Jr.) 

WR» De'Runnya Wilson (6-5, 225, Jr) 
WR Fred Ross (6-2, 205, Jr) 

WR Fred Brown (6-1, 190, J.) 


DE RyanBrown (6-6, 262, Sr) 

DT Nelson Adams (6-3, 300, Jr) 
DT Chris Jones (6-5, 308, Jr) 
DE A.J. Jefferson (6-3, 270, Jr) 
OLB. Richie Brown (6-2, 235, Jr) 
Beniquez Brown (6-1, 235, Jr) 
OLB Zach Jackson (6-2, 210, Sr.) 
CB will Redmond (6-0, 185, Sr.) 
CB Taveze Calhoun (6-1, 184, Sr) 
FS. Deontay Evans (5-10, 205, J) 
SS Kendrick Market (5-10, 188, Sr.) 


K Devon Bell (6-2, 185, Sr) 
P Devon Bell (6-2, 185, Sr.) 
Sporting News All American 


RECAUITING REPORT 


* Jamal Peters, 5 «+ © 
* Leo Lewis, 8 §*¥: 
* Fletcher Adams,{)F #¥ 6 


The Bulldogs finished with 
the nation’s No, 18 lass per the 
247Sports Composite rankings, and, 
on paper it'sone of the best classes 
‘coach Dan Mullenand his staff have 
signed, There may nothave been a 
tougher inside-linebacker prospect 
inthecountrylast cycle than Leo 
Lewis, who could piay immediately, 
Jamal Petersisa 6-3, bal-hawking 
safety who could also seeaction 
this season, Mississippi State always 
recruits unior-college talent well, 
and wide receiver Donald Gray and 
offensive tackle Martinas Rankin 
arrived in time forspring. Look for 
thosetwo toalsomakeanearly 
impact. 


S-VEARAEGORD 1-2! 


cos os o 


fe 


QD KyleAllen (6-3, 205, 50.) 

RB Tra Carson (6-0, 235, Sr) 

UT Avery Gennesy (6-5, 305, 1) 

UG Jermaine Elvemunor (6-4, 315, J) 
‘C Mike Matthews (6-2, 290, Sr.) 


RG Joseph Cheek (6-7, 310, Sr) 

RT Germain fedi (6-5, 325, Jr) 
WR Speedy Noil (5-11, 185,50.) 

WR Ricky Seals-Jones (6-5, 235, So.) 
WR Josh Reynolds (6-4, 190, Jt.) 
WR Christian Kirk (5-11, 190, Fr.) 


DE Myles Garrett (6-5, 255, S0.) 
NG Hardreck Walker (6-2, 300, Jr) 
BT Alonzo Williams (6-4, 296, Sr.) 
DE Julien Obioha (6-4, 265, Sr.) 
OLB Shaan Washington (6°3, 235, Jr) 
MLB Claude George (6-2, 235, Jt.) 
OLB Otaro Alaka (6-3, 225, 50.) 

CB Nick Harvey (5-10, 180, So.) 
(CB _De'Vante Harris (5-11, 175, Sr) 
FS Armani Watts (5-11, 190, So.) 
$8 _Justin Evans (6-1, 195. S0) 


K_ Taylor Bertolet (5-9, 185, Sr.) 
P Drew Kaser (6-3, 210, St.) 


Sporting News All-American 
RECRUITING REPOAT ene >armcrers 
ear 
Due 
* Daylon Mack, 
+ Christian Kis [: 
» Kyler Murray, 3 
Texas A&M finished with the 


nation's No. Iiclass per247Sports 
and, as expected, there's a load of 
talent headed to College Station 
yet again. Daylon Macks built like 
a teapot, but the 6-1, 330-pounder 
is one of the most productive 
defensive tackles you will find and 
it would bea shock ifhe doesn't 
play early. The Aggies continued to 
raid Arizona (they got No. 108 Kyle 
Allen there last cycle) by landing 
Christian Kirk, one of the most 
coveted receivers in the country, 
Kyler Murray, a Texas prep legend 
from Allen, reminds many of ex- 
Georgia Tech QB Joe Hamilton, 


Josh Reynolds’ 


‘The $450 million expansion of Kyle Field isn’t the only 
remodeling project at Texas A&M these days. 

‘The Aggies’ defense ranked last in the SEC allowing 450.8 
yards per game. énter John Chavis as defensive coordinator from 
division rival LSU, whose unit led the SEC in defense last season. 

‘Texas A&M possessed talented but drop-prone wide receivers 
who at times ran poor routes. Weleome receivers coach Aaron 
Morehead from Virginia Tech, 
who won a Super Bowl ring in 
Indianapolis. 

‘The Aggies led the SEC 
with 305.5 passing yards per 
game, but wanted to beef up a 
rushing attack that ranked 12th 
averaging 149.9. Say hello to 
Dave Christensen, the former 
Wyoming coach and Utah 
offensive coordinator who will 
be A&M's offensive line coach/ 
running game coordinator. 

The moves underline a sense 
of urgency for Kevin Sumlin, 
who heads into his fourth 
year having presided over a 
downward winning trend: 11-2 
in 2012 to 9-4 in 2013 and 8-5 in 2014. 

For the second straight season, Sumlin may have a choice to 
make at quarterback. Kenny Hill has transferred, leaving Kyle 
Allen (1,322 yards, 16 touchdowns, 7 interceptions) as the only 
experienced hand. 

In February the Aggies signed Kyler Murray, the nation’s 
top-rated dual threat quarterback. The problem with Murray, 
who never lost a game at Allen (Texas) High, is that he is a highly 
coveted baseball product. If he goes pro, the Aggies don’t have 
another scholarship quarterback. Either way, the running game 
will likely feature more Tra Carson (581 yards, 5 TDs) working 
behind a veteran offensive line. 

Defensively, Chavis will enjoy plotting strategies for sophomore 
end Myles Garrett. Garrett recorded 11.5 sacks in 2014 to break the 
SEC freshman record set by someone named Jadeveon Clowney. 
Behind Garrett, however, Chavis will likely have to plug in some 
junior college transfers like Claude George at middle linebacker 
and Justin Evans at strong safety. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


Josh Reynolds, WR 


ferring from Tyler Junior 


His 52.receptions 


‘The Aggies bear similarities to last year’s Ole Miss team: eight 
starters returning on both sides from an 8-5 team, including 
an experienced quarterback and a defensive lineman about to 
blossom into greatness. A&M will have some losses, but could also 
win more than expected. 


TEXAS ABM 


2015 SCHEDULE 


DATE _OPPONENT 
55 Arizona State r 
512 BallState 

S18 Nevada 

S26 Arkansas i 
0.5. Mississippi State 

OW) Alabama 

0.24 @OLEMIss 

0.31 South Carolina 

0) Auburn 

Ji Wester Carolina 

(2) @VANDERBIT 

Az @isu 


@ COACH 


Kevin Sumlin 
Fourth year (28 11) 
Careerrecords 63-20 
Offensive coordinator: 

avital (third yea 
Defensive coordinator: 
John Chavis (rst year) 


@FASTFA 


2014 RECORD: 8- 
, 


tation, Tex 
man.con 


123 
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2015 Conference Overview 


Appalachian State 


Bowl Projection: New Orleans Bow 


Louisiana 
Bowl Projection: GoDaddy Bowl 


> Georgia Southern 


Bowl Projection: Camellia Bow! 


Arkansas State 
Bowl Projection: Cure Bow! 


Texas State 


» Troy 
> South Alabama 


> UL Monroe 


GeorgiaState 


> New Mexico State 


Taylor Lamb, 


App State looks to continue trend 
of league upstarts winning SBC 


BYTIM BUCKLEY 


Three Sun Belt Conference teams are 
coming off postseason appearances heading 
into this season— Louisiana won a fourth 
straight New Orleans Bowl, Arkansas State 
went for a fourth consecutive time to the 
GoDaddy Bowl and South Alabama made its 
bowl debut at the inaugural Camellia Bowl. 

But even after going 7-5 last year, Texas 
State was one of a small handful of FBS 
programs that did not receive an invite to go 
bowling despite being bowl-eligible. 

The Bobcats weren't pleased, especially 
after winning a nonconference game at Tulsa 
and closing with November victories over 


bowl-bound Arkansas State and Georgia State. 


Two other SBC teams—surprise league 
champion Georgia Southern (9-3) and fellow 
FCS call-up Appalachian State (7-5)—had 
enough wins to earn a postseason bid but, 
even after the Eagles appealed, couldn’t 
go because of NCAA transition rules while 
making the move to FBS play. 

One year earlier, seven Sun Belt teams 
were bowl-eligible—but only Louisiana and 
Arkansas State got the call. 

The Sun Belt partners in snub, however, 


can rejoice. Help is on the way for a league 
that should have multiple 2015 candidates, 

The conference adds a fourth primary 
tie-in with Orlando's new Cure Bowl, which 
will match a Sun Belt team against one from 
the American Athletic Conference. And a 
fifth-which would pit an SBC school against 
one from the AAC in Little Rock, Ark.—also 
applied in April for NCAA approval. 

That should make everyone in the Sun Belt 
happy. at least for now. 

Five should be sufficient, SBC 
commissioner Karl Benson says, “only until 
somebody else is left out, and they're saying, 
“We need another game, we need another 
game." 

Fresh bowl opportunities aren’t all that's 
new in the Sun Belt. 

Troy welcomes a new leader, ex-Kentucky 
offensive coordinator Neal Brown, following 
longtime head coach Larry Blakeney’s 
retirement. 

And at least 15 transfers from the 
football-nixing UAB Blazers are joining Sun 
Belt programs, including eight scholarship 
players and two walk-ons at South Alabama. 
The Jaguars have already been dubbed by 
‘some fans in Alabama as the “Jagzers." 


1 F: i routine: Louisiana and Arkansas 

| State have been to the same bowl (New Or- 
leans and GoDaddy, respectively) four straight 
years. Is this when one finally goes elsewhere? 


PAC NUING 


Rashon Ceaser. WR. Louisiana-Monroe 


THREE STORIES TO WATE 
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2O15 RECRUITING HANKINGS 


by Chad Carson, 247Sports 


5. 
LAYERS | RECRUITS 


TOTAL 
Pl 


1 Louisiana 5 
2° South Alabama a 
3 ArkansasState m4 
4 GeorgiaSouthern a 
5 TexasState B 
6 Louisiana-Monroe an 
1 Troy a 
B  AppalachianState 2 
9 NewMexicoState a 
10 Idaho % 
Nl Georgiastate 8 
© OFFENSE 


QB Fredi Knighten, Sr,, Ai\ansas State 
RB Matt Breida. Jr, Georgia Southern 
RB Elijah McGuire, Jr, Louisiana 

OL Adrian Bellard, Sr., Texas State 

OL Chris May, Sr, South Alabama 

OL Dalton Bennett, Sr, Troy 

OL Mykhael Quave, Sv, Louisiana 

OL Joseph Scelfo, J, South Alabama 
WR Rashon Ceaser, S7,, Louisiana-Monroe 
WR Donovan Harden, Sr, Georgia tate 
WR Jamal Robinson, Si, Louisiana 


© DEFENSE 
DL Ronald Blair, Sr, Appalachian Sta 
DL Gerrand Johnson, Sr, Lovisiana-Monroe 
DL _Ja'Von Rolland-Jones, So, Arkanses State 
1B John Law, J, Appalachian State 
LB Marc Millan, Sr., \daho 
LB_ Joseph Peterson, r., Georaia State 
1B. Dominique Tovelt, Sr, Louisiana 
DB Montres Kitchens, Sr, Troy 
DB Mitch Lane, Sr, Louisiana-Montoe 
DB Doug Middleton, Sr, Appalachian State 
DB David Mims, Sr, Texas State 


© SPECIALISTS 
K Aleem Sunanon, Jr, South Alabama 
P- Austin Rehkow, J, Idaho 


OVERRATED 


ARKANSAS STATE 

aire After a stretch with five head 
coaches in five years from 

2010-2014, this could be the sezson 


related recruiting challenges dent the 
Red Wolves' depth. 


a Six SBC returnees—Nick Ar- 
buckle (3,283), Fredi Knighten (3,27), 
‘Tyler Rogers (2,779), Tyler Jones (2,670), 
Matt Linehan (2,515), Taylor Lamb (2,381)— 
threw for2,000-plus yards in 2014, 


‘2aysronr= COMPOSITE 


4-STAR 
RECRUITS 


3-STAR 
RECRUITS 


0 0 B 146.25 
0 0 n 320 
0 ) B 192.05 
0 0 8 128.03 
0 0 7 126.25 
0 0 7 17.88 
0 a 8 117.63 
0 0 4 48 
0 0 2 03.2 
0 0 2 92.09 
0 0 2 90.65 


‘Asa sophomore in 2014, McGuire wasafirst- 


team All-Sun Belt running back, first-team 
AUl-S8C all-purpose player, SBC Offensive 
Player of the Year and SBC Player of the 
Year. He had 1,264 rushing yards, averaged 
7.6 yards per carry, scored 16 touchdowns, 
aught a team-high 45 passes. Game over 


UNDERRATED 


LOUISIANA 
@ » Four straight seasons with 
nine-plus wirs and four con- 


secutive bowl wins. Seriously, who does 
that? Hint: Only two programs have such 
an active streak. Oregon's the other. 


Breakthrough needed; GeorgiaState 

(two), Idaho (three) and New Mexico 
State (five) collectively have 10 wins the 
lastthree years; none had more than 
twoany of those seasons. 


HATING THE SUN BELT 


‘© FASTEST RECEIVER 

Teldrick Morgan, New Mexico State 

The speedy Aggie had 75 catches for 903 yards and seven 
touchdowns as a redshirt sophomore. 


© BEST HANDS i 
J.D. MeKissic, WR, Arkansas State i 
‘The Red Wolves' slot receiver comes back as the nation’s leader H 
in career receptions among active players. 


© BEST PASSING QB 

Tyler Jones, Texas State 

Jones threw for 2,670 yards and 22 touchdowns while com- 
pleting 65.4 percent of his passes as a sophomore starter, 


© BEST RUNNING QB 

Kevin Ellison, Georgia Southern 

Working from an offense that led the nation in rushing, Ellison 
ran for 1,000-plus yards and was the Sun Belt’s No, 7 rusher. 


‘© MOST ELUSIVE RB i 
Elijah McGuire, Louisiana | 
McGuire led the nation in yards per carry asa freshman at 8.4, 

then backed it up with a 7.6-yard average last season, 


(© BEST INSTINCTS 

Elijah McGuire, 2, Louisiana 
Ifthere is a hole to hit, McGuire will 
be made, McGuire will make it. 


© BEST ATHLETE 

Elijah McGuire, 28, Louisiana 

See "Most Elusive Running Back” and “Best Instincts," then 
consider that he catches passes out of the backfield and 
returns punts too. 


(© MOST LIKELY TO SUCCEED (OFF THE FIELD) 

Matt Dobson, 5, Georgia Southern 

‘Named to the 2014 Capital One Academic All-America Football 
second team, Dobson has a 3.73 GPA asa history major. 


© BEST UNDER PRESSURE 

Fredi Knighten, 08, Arkansas State 

iF driving the Red Wolves downfield on their last series of a 2013 
GoDaddy Bowl win didn’t show it, his overtime TD pass in a 2014 
‘overtime win at Utah State did: Knighten is a cool customer, 


‘© TOP NFL PROSPECT 

Jamal Robinson, \/P, Louisiana 

Knee and foot surgery cost him much of last season, but a 
medical hardship was granted and Robinson—if healthy in 
2015~could be a high pick in the 2016 NFL Draft. 


© TOP IMPACT FROSH 

Jalen Thompson, C8, South Alabama 

The defensive back/return man had gobs of legit offers, 
including SEC schools, but opted to stay at home in Mobile. 


‘© HARDEST HITTER 

Blake Dees, (8, South Alabams 

After making 77 tackles in three years at Texas Tech, then 
transferring back home and having to sit out a season, Dees is 
ready to show again that he packs a wallop. 


© BIGGEST OVERACHIEVER 

Johnston White, 28, Arkansas State 

‘The walk-on rushed for 500-plus yards and six touchdowns 
last season, and caught a TD pass too. 


© BEST INTERVIEW 

Brandon Burks, 8B, Troy 

Full of personality and humor. Burks is always qood for an 
insightful answer—and delivers it with a smile. 


© BEST COACH AS STRATEGIST 

Willie Fritz, Georgia Southern 

Fritz left Sam Houston State and turned the Eagles into Sun 
Belt champs in one season. 


© BEST COACH AS RECRUITER 

‘Mark Hudspeth, Louisiana 

Donald Trump could learn a lesson in salesmanship from the 
Ragin’ Cajuns coach, 


© HOTTEST SEAT | 
Todd Berry, Lovisian3-Monioe i 
With just one winning season in five years and coming off a 4-8 { 
campaign, Berry may need a hot start to survive No. 6. 


(© BEST VENUE i 
Cajun Field, Louisiana i 
The jambataya and gumbo cooking outside is what it’s all about i 
at Cajun Field, which added seats in one end zone last season 
and awaits further planned major renovation. 


it. Ifthereisa cut to 
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Sun Belt 


2015 SCHEDULE 


DATE OPPONENT 
55 Howard 

S12 @CLEMSON 
5.26 @OLD DOMINION 
0.5 Wyoming 

0.10 @GEORGIA STATE 44-0 
117 @LOUISIANA-MONROE 3129 


20K8 
aESULT 


Scott Satterfield 


Careerrecor 
Offensive coordinators: 
Defensive coordinator: 


@ FASTFACTS 
Saleen 


Appalachian State’s 2014 debut as a Sun Belt Conference 


member and FBS move-up was mostly cloudy at the start, with only 


a win over FCS Campbell amid five losses. 

With the way the 7-5 Mountaineers closed, however, the forecast 
seems oh so bright for a program that won three straight FCS 
national championships from 2005-07. App State reeled off six 
wins to end 2014, including November triumphs over SBC bowl- 
bound teams Arkansas State and Louisiana. 

Making things even more hopeful in 2015 for coach Scott 
Satterfield: 20 of 22 positions will likely be filled wit 4 2014 star ter. 
‘That's right-only cornerback 
Brandon Pinckney and 
offensive tackle Davante Harris 
were not regulars last season. 
Oh, and talented punter Bentlee 
Critcher (40.7 yards per boot) 
returns as well. 

‘The strong close can be 
attributed to a ground game 
that gained steam, a redshirt- 
freshman quarterback who 
heated up as temperatures 
cooled and a much-improved 
defense. 

Junior running back Marcus 
Cox was terrific against both 
Arkansas State and Louisiana. 
One year after rushing for 1,250 
yards and 21 touchdowns as 
a freshman, he topped the 
yardage with 1,415 (second in 
the SBC) and ran for another 19 
‘TDs. Two touchdowns and 229 yards came against the Red Wolves 
while two more TDs and 151 yards were against the Ragin’ Cajuns, 
so it was no fluke. Even scarier: Backup Terrence Upshaw gained 
another 573 yards and has two seasons left too, and Satterfield 
believes the Mountaineers are five deep at running back with only 
one, Ricky Fergerson, a senior. 

Taylor Lamb—Mercer head coach Bobby Lamb's son—threw for 
2,381 yards and 17 touchdowns, with single-digit interceptions. The 
62 sophomore’s top two 2014 targets, seniors Sinus McElfresh 
and Malachi Jones, return, while youngster Shaedon Meadors, who 
spurned a potential redshirt year late during his freshman season, 
has breakout potential. 

Defensively, lineman Ronald Blair (6.0 sacks), linebacker John 
Law (team-high 91 total tackles) and safety Doug Middleton (4 INTs) 
again lead a unit that topped the Sun Belt with 347.5 yards per 
game permitted. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


Marcus Cox, RB 


With a visit to Clemson easily their toughest nonconference 
test, Appalachian State has enough quality returning starters to 
perhaps pull off what Georgia Southern did a season ago. 


2015 SPORTING NEWS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


QB Taylor Lamb (6-2, 200, So.) 
RB Marcus Cox (5-10, 200, Jr) 

LT Davante Harrie (6-6, 275, Sr) 
UG Parker Collins (6-3, 295, Jr) 

© Jesse Chapman (6-1, 275, St.) 
RG Colby Gossett (6-6, 315, 50.) 
RT Beau Nunn (6-4, 290, So.) 
TE Barrett Burns (6-4, 235, Jr) 
WR Malachi Jones (6-2, 210, Sr) 
WR Bobo Beathard (5-10, 185, Sr) 
WR Simms McEtfresh (5-10, 180, Sr.) 


DE Ronald Blair (6-4, 275, Sr) 

NT Tyson Fernandez (6-2, 330, 4.) 
DE Nathaniel Norwood (6-2, 235, Jr.) 
OLB Kennan Gilchrist (6-2, 210, Jr.) 
ILB_ Eric Boggs (6-3, 235, 0.) 

MLB John Law (6-0, 235, Jr) 

OLB Devan Stringer (5-11, 195,50) 
€B _Latretl Gibbs (5-10, 170, So) 

CB Brandon Pinckney (6-0, 185, $0.) 
S _ Doug Middteton (6-0, 205, St) 

S Alex Gray (6-3, 210, Jr) 


K  ZachMatics (6-2, 195, Sr.) 
P  Bentlee Critcher (6-1, 190, Jr.) 
Sporting News AhAmescon 


» Zireycus Letman, Wi 
* Daniel David, © 
* Mondo Williams, °) © 


Appalachian State's 22-man 
lass contains potential immediate 
impact from the |unior-college 
ranks, including early enrollees 
Zireycus Letman (6-3, 195 pounds) 
and Mondo Williams (5-1, 175). The 
staffis excited about the potential 
of quarterback Daniel David, who 
racked up almost 6.000 yardsand 
64 touchdowns in three years as, 
astarter for Horschton (Ga,) Mill 
Creek. Big wideout Markeyvious 
‘Adams (6-4, 187) was alongtime 
priority for the Mountaineers and 
should earn a spotin the receiver 
rotation early on. 


PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Brooks Haack (6-1, 219, Jr.) 

RB Elijah McGuire (5-11, 198, Jr) 
1 Grant Horst (6-5, 281, So) 

LG Mykhael Quave (6-5, 294, Sr.) 
© Eddie Gordon (6-1, 320, Sr) 

RG Donovan Williams (6-3, 312, Sr.) 
RT Octravian Anderson (6-4, 295, Sr) 
TE Nick Byme (6-3, 228, Jr) 

WR. Jamal Robinson (6-4, 205, Sr) 
WR. Jared Johnson (6-5, 215, Jr) 
WR. ALRiles (5-10, 209, Jr.) 


DE Blain Winston (6-4, 261, So) 

DT Remaine Douglas (6-3, 287, Jr) 
NT Karmichael Dunbar (6-2, 317, Jr) 
DE Kevin Fouguier (6-4, 235, Jr) 
SLB. Dominique Tovell (6-2, 248, Sr.) 
MLB Tre'maine Lightfoot (6-0, 230, Jr.) 
WLB Otha Peters (6-2, 230, Jr) 

GB Simeon Thomas (6-3, 180, So.) 
CB _Jevante Watson (5-10, 175, Sr.) 
FS. Tracy Walker (6-2, 180, So.) 
SS__TJ.Worthy (6-2, 195, Sr) 


K Dylan Scheurich (5-8, 185, Fr.) 
P Steven Coutts (6-4, 200, Fr) 


‘Sporting News American 


RECRUITING REPORT 22 =rorer= 


DP SIGNEES 

* Dion Ray, 08 
* Savion Brown,» = =« 
+ Mario Osborne, = = * « 


Coach Mark Hudspeth said 
hisstaff’s camp evaluations went 
along way toward helping the 
Ragin’ Cajuns land the top-rankedt 
lassin the Sun Belt, They had 
tohold off a charge from Power 
Five schools down the stretch for 
several key members of the class. 
Recruiting is about relationships in 
many cases, and the relationship 
between Hudspeth and former 
player Shawn Galmore, whoison 
the coachingstaff at Helen Cox 
High in Harvey, La., helped with 
the schoo!’ signing of dynamic 8 
Dion Ray. 


Elijah McGuire 


‘The Ragin’ Cajuns have enjoyed four straight 9-4 seasons and 
four consecutive New Orleans Bowl victories—one each over San 
Diego State, East Carolina, Tulane and Nevada—under coach Mark 
Hudspeth, putting Louisiana in the company of Michigan State, 
Oregon, South Carolina and Texas A&M as the only FBS programs 
to have won bowl games in each of the last four years. 

Hudspeth’s Cajuns got it done Jast season behind quarterback 
Terrance Broadway and running backs Elijah McGuire and Alonzo 
Harris, but only big-play McGuire—the reigning Sun Belt Player of 
the Year after producing 1,848 all-purpose yards-returns. He had 
offseason shoulder surgery, but 
much this year is in his hands, 
especially with big-armed 
Brooks Haack, strong-running 
Jalen Nixon and promising-but- 
young Jordan Davis ending the 
spring without a clear winner 
in their quarterback battle. 

Another weapon, NFL 
prospect Jamal Robinson, 
was awarded a fifth year of 
eligibility at wide receiver 
following knee and foot 
surgeries. Slot men Al Riles and 
Gabe Fuselier will be utilized, 
especially with big-target Jared 
Johnson (6-5) and speedy 
Devin Scott being unproven 
wideouts. Up front, UL loses 
Daniel Quave, who started 
every game of his Cajun career, 
and Terry Johnson, Standout 
Mykhael Quave slides from tackle to guard with his brother done, 
while ex-N.C. State redshirt Eddie Gordon takes Johnson’s center 
job. 

Defensively, UL will be on its third coordinator in five years 
under Hudspeth and has undergone a complete overhaul 
of assistants. Ex-Auburn cornerbacks coach and longtime 
Mississippi State assistant Melvin Smith will coach the secondary 
and coordinate the defense, which returns outside linebacker 
Dominique Tovell (9.0 tackles for loss) but had six key defensive 
linemen miss most or all spring drills with injuries. 

‘Tre’maine Lightfoot and Arkansas transfer Otha Peters will 
man the inside-linebacking spot, pushed by T.J. Posey. The spring 
health issues helped nose tackle Karmichael Dunbar develop, but 
big linemen Christian Ringo and Justin Hamilton will be missed. 
‘The safety trio of Tracy Walker, TJ. Worthy and Travis Crawford 
finished 2014 strong, and impressive-looking cornerback Simeon 
‘Thomas returns after sitting out last season. 


DIFFERENCE-MAKEA 
Elijah McGuire, RB 


Ifthe Cajuns make it five straight bowl wins, they probably will 
be on McGuire's back and only if the defense jells fast. 


LOUISIANA 


AAGIN CAJUNG 


DATE _OPPONENT 
5 @KENTUCKY 

12 Northwestern State 
Seton 

0.3 @LOUISIANATECH 
WO TexasState 

0.00 @ARKANSASSTATE 
0.01 Louisiana-Monroe 

(i) @GEDRGIASTATE 
(012 @SOUTHALABAMA 
(U2) New Mexico State 
(028 @APPALACHIANSTATE 
DS. Troy 


@ Cia 

Mark Hudspeth 
Fifth year (6-16 
Careerrecord: 102-37 
Offensive coordinator: 
Jay Johnson (fifth ye 
Defonsivecoo 

Melvin Smith 


ST FACTS 
2014 RECORD: 9-4 


2014 
RESULT 


2048 
3440 
5540 
3471 
3431 
199 
446 
1635 
NB 
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Sun Belt 


GEDAGIA SOUTHERN 


2015 SCHEDULE 
208 

ATE opPoNENT Result 

‘55 @WESTVIRGINIA 

‘S12 Westerichigan 

52) Ghat 

5.28 @IDAHO 74 

(1.5 @LOUISIANA-MONROE D6 

‘OAT New Mexico State 68 
H (122 @APPALACHANSTATE = 344 
| (128 TerasState BB 

ot @rroy 4210 

2 @ceoRcn 

1.20 South Alabama 286 

05, Goorgia State 6931 


> 
Willie Fritz 


Career record:| 
Offensivecoordinator: 
Doug Ruse (second year) 
Defensivecoordinator: 
Jack Curtis (fit yeat) 


PADJECTED STANTERS 

@D OFFENSE 

QB Kevin Ellison (6-0, 190, Jr.) 
RB Matt Breida (5-10, 185, Jr) 

LT Ryan Northrup (6-2, 285, Fr.) 
AG Darien Foreman (6-2, 305, Sr.) 
© Andy Kwon (6-2, 295, Jr) 

RG Maurice Hunt Jr (6-1, 290, Sr.) 
RT Tommy Boynton (6-4, 305, So.) 
WR Ryan Longoria (6-2, 195, Jr.) 
WR B,J. Johnson (6-1, 210, Sr.) 
WR Derek Keaton (5-10, 180, Sr.) 
WR James Dean (6-1, 220, Sr.) 


@ DEFENSE 

DE Bernard Dawson (6-1, 245, Jr.) 
DT Jamal Johnson (6-2, 245, Jr) 

NT Jay Ellison (6-1, 305, Jr) 

DE Quan Daniels (6-1, 230, Sr) 

1B _Antwione Williams (6-3, 245, Sr.) 
i LB Deshawntee Gallon (5-9, 205, Sr.) 
i NB Robert Brice i (5-11, 185, Jr) 

| CB Darius Jones Jr. (5-9, 180, Jr) 

i CB Caleb Williams (5-9, 170, Sr.) 

i FS Matt Dobson (6-2, 209, Sr) 

$$ Antonio Glover (6-1, 195, Sr) 


BD SPECIALISTS 
K 
Pp 


Younghoe Koo (5-10, 190, Jr) 
Ryan Nowicki (6-1, 2C0, Sr.) 
i Sporting News Atameran 


The Georgia Southern club 
that won the SBC in 2014 
didn’t exactly utilize the triple 
option of former glory days, 
but first-year coach Willie 


Fritz, with a modernized read- 


option run from the spread, 
succeeded nonetheless. 

With quarterback Kevin 
Ellison and running backs 
Matt Breida and Alfred 
Ramsby all back after leading 
the conference in scoring 
(39.1 points per game) and 
total offense (488.2 yards 
per game), and the nation 
in rushing (381.1 per game), 
anticipate more of the same. 

Breida posted a Sun Belt- 
leading 1,485 rushing yards, 
led the nation in rushing 
average (8.7 per carry) and 
had a national-high seven TD 
runs of 50-plus yards. 

But also expect more deep 
throws to receivers like B,J. 
Johnson, as Fritz seeks 50-to- 
70 more over-the-top passing 
yards per game so opponents 
don’t cheat the box. 

Georgia Southern loses 
four starters on the offensive 
line but adds 6-3, 319-pound 
Roscoe Byrd (30 starts in 
three years at UAB) and 
touted juco transfer Max 
Magana. 

Middle linebacker Edwin 
Jackson, GSU's top tackler 
the last two years, also exits, 
so Antwione Williams slides 
over from the weakside ina 
4-2-5. Returning safety Matt 
Dobson had two pick-sixes, 
including a 100-yard return at 
Texas State, for a secondary 
that otherwise was a liability. 
‘A more aggressive pass rush 
should help. 


OM UME After going 
9-3-including 8-0 in its first 
‘SBC season, but not going 
bowling because of FCS. 
transitional status—Georgia 
Southern looks to ride an 
already-prolific offense with 
enhancements to a repeat. 
Much hinges on changes up 
front. 
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2015 SCHEDULE 

208 
DATE! OPPONENT RESUtT 
SS @uSt 
SQ Missour 
S18 Misour State 
525 @TOLEDO 4a 
5. Mo “2 
0.8 @SOUTHALABRME 4510 
0.20 Lousiana 4055 
02 Georgia State 5210 


1S QAPPALACHIANSTATE 237 
(004 @LOUISIANA-MONROE ea) 
120, @NEW MEXICOSTATE 68:35 
OS TexasState Is 


> 
Blake Anderson 


Career record: 


PRIJECTED STANVERS 
@® OFFENSE 
Frediknighten (5-11, 189, Sr.) 
Michael Gordon (5-9, 187, St.) 
Jemar Clark (6-6, 304, Jr.) 
‘Steven Stevens (6-4, 296, Sr.) 
Devin Mondie (6-5, 291, Jt) 
Daniel Keith (6-2, 275, Fr) 
Colton Jackson (6-4, 276, Jr) 
Darion Griswold (6-5, 264, Sr) 
4.D. Mekissic (5-11, 193, Sr) 
Tres Houston (6-2, 188, Sr.) 
Dijon Paschal (6-1, 196, So.) 
DEFENSE 
Chris Stone (6-3, 252, Sr.) 
Chuks Ota (6-2, 285, So) 
Robert Mondie (6:2, 300, Sr) 
Ja'Von Rolland-Jones (6-2, 224, So.) 
Xavier Woodson (6-1, 214, Jr) 
Quanterio Heath (6-2, 210, Jr) 
Rocky Hayes (5-11, 177, Sr.) 
Blaise Taylor (5-9, 170, So.) 
(Chris Humes (5-11, 207, Jn) 
Charleston Girley (6-0, 196, Sr.) 
Money Hunter (6-L, 193, Jr) 
® SPECIALISTS 
K LukeFerguson (6-0, 210, Sr) 
P_ Luke Ferguson (6-0, 210, St) 
Sporting NewsAB Amercon 
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ARKANSAS STATE 


Arkansas State has made 
four straight GoDaddy Bowl 
appearances—and has the 
same head coach in back-to- 
back seasons for the first time 
since 2010. 

Whether Blake Anderson 
can keep the bowling going 
depends largely on an 
offense directed by QB Fredi 
Knighten, who produced a 
Sun Belt-high 4,056 yards 
of total offense, including 
3,277 through the air, and 
24 touchdown throws last 
season. 

With three returning 
receivers with 600-plus 
yards’ worth of catches 
last year—Tres Houston: 

(685), Dijon Paschal (642) 
and slot man J.D. McKissic 
(629)—Knighten spreads it 
around. There’s also much 
balance, with returning 
running back Michael Gordon 
rushing for 1,100 yards and 

13 touchdowns and Knighten 
another Il TDs. 

On defense, secondary 
losses from a 4-2-5 base hit the 
Red Wolves hard. But they're 
solid up front with end Ja’Von 
Rolland-Jones (12.0 tackles 
for loss, 8.0 sacks in 2014) 
and bandit Chris Stone (10.0, 
7.5). Arkansas State also loses 
Qushaun Lee and his 10 
total tackles, but weakside 
linebacker Xavier Woodson 
(95 tackles, 9.0 for loss) 
returns and shifts to Lee’s old 
middle spot. Blaise Taylor is 
also back after being the SBC’s 
second-leading punt returner 
in 2014, and is expected to 
start at cornerback opposite 
of holdover Rocky Hayes. 


U/MUWE Anderson kept 
good on his promise to not 
follow Ole Miss’ Hugh Freeze, 
Auburn’s Gus Malzahn and 
Boise State’s Bryan Harsin on 
the one-and-done sprint away 
from Arkansas State, and 
while it may not be as easy 
as it was previously, he could 
also keep the bowI run alive, 


F TEXAS STATE 


2016 SCHEDULE 

2014 
DATE, OPPONENT RESULT 
55 @FLORIDASTATE 
‘5/2 Prairie View ABM 
S19) Souther Miss 
26 @HOUSTON 
00 @LouIsiANA 1034 
1.24, South Alabama mm 
6.20 @GEORGIASOUTHERN 28 
(id NewMercn State 23 


Defensivecoordinator: 
John Thonpsan (seco 
+ 


2014 RECORD: 7-5, 
Stadium: Bobcat 


PROICCTEO STARTERS 

® OFFENSE 

QB Tyler Jones (6-2, 205, Jr.) 

RB Robert Lowe (5-10, 195, Sr.) 
UT Adrian Bellard (6-5, 314, Sr.) 
LG Brandon Sarabia (6-4, 295, Sr) 
Jackson Hoskins (6-5, 317, So.) 
RG Felix Romero (6-4, 303, Jc) 
RT Ryan Melton (6-5, 325, Jr.) 

TE Lawrence White (6-7, 240, Sr.) 
WR. Jafus Gaines (5-11, 175, Sr.) 
WR C.J. Best (5-10, 185, Sr.) 

WR Brandon Smith (6-2, 170, Sr.) 


BD DEFENSE 

DE Jeff Banks (6-5, 212, Sa) 

DT Dallas McClarty (5-11, 275, Jr) 
BT Mershad Dillon (6-3, 300, Sr) 
DE _Rusmin Nikocevic (6-4, 258, Sr.) 
SLB Stephen Smith (6-3, 221, Jr) 
MLB Trey McGowan (6-0, 247, Sr.) 
WLB Camyron Brown (5-11, 199, Fr) 
CB David Mims Il (5-11, 198, Sr.) 
CB Brandon McDowell (5-10, 183, So.) 
FS ila Rosemond (5-10, 175,50,) 
SS Damani Alexcee (6-2, 192, Jr) 


D SPECIALISTS 

K James Sherman (5-10, 180, Fr.) 

P James Sherman (5-10, 180, Fr.) 
Sporting News AsAmercan 


After going 7-5 but not 
getting a bow! bid last season, 
‘Texas State—and especially 
coach Dennis Franchione-is 
looking to erase all doubts in 
2015. 

With seven offensive 
starters and five defensive 
starters back, the Bobcats 
seek to shed the shoulder chip 
stemming from the snub. 

Quarterback Tyler Jones, 
who threw for 2,670 yards 
and 22 touchdowns and 
completed 65.4 percent of 
his passes last season, returns 
asa junior with a year-and- 
a-half of starting experience. 
Tailback Robert Lowe had 20 
starts in his first two years at 
Texas State, and surpassed 
the 1,000-yard plateau after 
coming up 55 yards short in 
2013, The Bobcats also return 
three starting offensive 
linemen, including 6-5, 314- 
pound senior tackle Adrian 
Bellard, another two-year 
starter, and much-improved 
tackle Ryan Melton. 

‘The Bobcats sustained 
heavy defensive losses, 
however, including 
linebacker David Mayo, the 
Sun Belt’s 2014 Defensive 
Player of the Year with 154 
total tackles, along with 
cornerback Craig Mager (3 
interceptions) and lineman 
Michael Odiari (9.0 sacks). 
But corner David Mims II, 
who had a team-high five 
picks, is back, and Brandon 
McDowell, the Bobcats’ most 
improved defensive player 
this spring, should slide into 
Mager’s spot. 

Another big loss for Texas 
State is that of graduated 
punter/kicker Will Johnson, 
who was one of the SBC’s best. 


WME A tough test 
awaits against Florida State in 
the opener, but if the defense 
can handle the changes the 
Bobcats—bowl-eligible but 
with no bowl to go to the 
last two years—may contend 


2015 SCHEDULE 

2014 
DATE_OPPONENT RESULT 
‘SS @NC STATE 
S12 CharestonSouthem 
Si @Wasconsit 
03 South Alabama Ba 
(O10 @MISSISSIPPISTATE 
1) ho 20 
24 @NeMExicoSTATE 14 
O37) G@APPALACHUNSTATE «== 1453 
‘7 Louisiana-Monroe nn 
1.08 Georgia Southern a 
A. @ceorsustare 452 
AS @LousHNA Ba 


> 
Neal Brown 


jecoordinators: 
xthyear)and 


PROJECTED STANTERS 

BD OFFENSE 

Brandon Silvers (6-3, 202, So.) 
Brandon Burks (5-9, 201, Sr) 
Antonio Garcia (6-7, 295, Jr.) 
‘Luke Lawrence (6-3, 309, Jr) 
Dalton Bennett (6-3, 292, Jr) 
Johnathan Boring (6-5, 306, Jr.) 
David Gross (6-5, 308, Jr) 
Jarvis Bentley (6-5, 188, Sr.) 
Teddy Ruben (5-7, 156, Sr) 
K.D. Edentield (6-0, 194, Sr.) 
Bryan Holmes (5-10, 174, Sr) 


®@ DEFENSE 

DE Rashad Dillard (6-1, 258, Jr) 

DT Garrett Peek (6-3, 292, Jr) 

NG Lonnie Gosha (6-3, 306, Sr.) 

BAN Tyler Roberts (6-2, 230, Sr) 

LB William Lloyd (6-0, 198, Jr.) 

MLB Justin Lucas (5-10, 231, Jr) 

‘SLB Darrin Reddick (6-0, 200, Sr.) 

CB Jalen Rountree (5-11, 159, Jr.) 

CB LaMarcus Farmer (6-0, 167, Sr.) 

FS Montres Kitchens (6-0, 180, Sr.) 

'$S_ Rod Adams (6-2, 185, Sr.) 

BD SPECIALISTS 

K Ryan Kay (6-2, 203, Jr.) 

P  Ryankay (6-2, 203, 3) 
Sport ews Ab Aenean 
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Coach Larry Blakeney retired 
after 24 seasons at Troy with a 
178-113-1 record, eight Sun Belt/ 
Southland Conference titles, 
seven FCS playoff appearances, 
two bow! wins and the 
satisfaction of overseeing a 
program's transition from 
Division 2 to the FBS. 

Inheriting a3-9 team with 
15 returning starters is former 
Troy, Texas Tech and Kentucky 
offensive coordinator Neal 
Brown, who left his SEC post 
with the Wildcats after five 
seasons away from southern 
Alabama. 

Among the offensive 
returnees: quarterback Brandon 
Silvers, who completed an NCAA 
freshman-record 70.5 percent of 
his passes to top ex-OKlahoma. 
and current NFL quarterback 
Sam Bradford's 69.5 in 2007; 
top two rushers Brandon 
Burks and Jordan Chunn; and 
wideout Bryan Holmes, who 
had five TDs and averaged 13.9 
yards on 34 receptions in 2014. 
‘They'll run an uptempo spread 
more complex than Blakeney’s 
offense. 

Troy's defense—also more 
complex, and designed to deal 
with the spread that so many 
Sun Belt offenses run—is led by 
top tackler Montres Kitchens, a 
safety who had 88 tackles and 
five interceptions (including a 
pick-six) last year, and bandit 
‘Tyler Roberts (5.0 sacks). 

Justin Lucas moves to middle 
linebacker, and the unit should 
get a boost from East Mississippi 
Community College’s top three 
tacklers last season, Junior 
College All-America defensive 
back Demetrius Cain and 
linebackers William Lloyd and 
Justin Lucas. 


WO(MIMUNE Troy went 2-1 and 
averaged 34.0 points in its 
final three games of 2014, so 
if the offense evolves under 
Brown, perhaps that will 
expedite improvement. Visits 
to N.C. State, Wisconsin and 
Mississippi State, however, 
could limit the win count. 


Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/SNYearbooks 
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SOUTH ALABAMA 


2015 SCHEDULE 

2018 
DATE_ OPPONENT RESUUT 
5 fate Web 
S12 @NEBRASKA 
SiS @SANDIEGOSTATE 
57) NC.State 
02 @Tmoy ma 
(0)8 Arkansas State 1045 
024 @TEXASSTATE 1420 
7 Adaho 30 
WP Louisiana 919 
2) @GEORGIASTATE 302] 
(28 @GEORGIA SOUTHERN 62 
5 AgpaachianState a 


SLU 
Joey Jones 


Career record: 37-28 
Offensive coordinator: 


PROJECTED STAITERS 
D OFFENSE 
Cody Clements (6-2, 200, Jr) 
Terrance Timmons (5-7, 180, Jr.) 
Daniel Aust (6-2, 280, So.) 
Harrison Louden (6-3. 290, Fr) 
Joseph Scelfo (6-1, 300, So.) 
Cameron Blankenship (6-5, 285, Je) 
Chris May (6-5, 290, Jr.) 
Braedon Bowman (6-4, 220, Jr.) 
Tyrone Williams (6-2, 200, So.) 
.J. Vinson (5-10, 200, Jr) 
Danny Woodson Il (6-1, 200, Jr) 
DEFENSE 
mie Gipson It (6-0, 255, Jr) 
Tre Alford (5-10, 295, Fr.) 
Cateb Butler (6-4, 250, Fr) 
‘Akeem Lewis (6-2, 250, Jr) 
Demarius Rancifer (6-4, 205, Jr) 
Blake Dees (6-0, 245, St) 
Jeremy Reaves (5-11, 180, Fr) 
Margo Reed (5-7, 165, Jr) 
E.J, May (5-10, 180, Jr) 
Terrance Slaughter (5-9, 200, Jr) 
Roman Buchanan (6-2, 210, So.) 
BD SPECIALISTS 
K Aleem Sunanon (5-7,170,50.) 
P Brandon Mckee (6-1, 185, 50) 
Sporting News Amencan 
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After winning five of 
seven early last year, South 
Alabama dropped five of six 
late—including a Camellia Bowl 
loss to Bowling Green, its first 
Postseason appearance. Now 
coach Joey Jones’ Jaguars, 
returning just seven starters, face 
anew definition of loss: They're 
without 32 seniors from 2014. 

Eight scholarship players 
and two walk-ons transferring 
from the now-defunct UAB 
football program will cushion 
the blow. Two of them—injured 
quarterback Cody Clements and 
linebacker Kalen Jackson—missed 
spring practice. But Clements is 
expected to replace big-armed 
Brandon Bridge, who threw for 
2,227 yards and 14 touchdowns 
and completed 66.5 percent of 
his passes as a senior last year. 

Clements is well acquainted 
with the offense of coordinator 
Bryant Vincent, an exJaguars 
quarterbacks coach who 
served as UAB's last offensive 
coordinator. They will be 
surrounded by familiar faces. 

DJ. Vinson was UAB’s second- 
leading rusher last season, 
but he'll play slot receiver for 
the Jags. Ex-Blazer Cameron 
Blankenship will start at guard 
between Chris May (South 
Alabama's three-year starting 
tackle) and center Joseph Scelfo. 

Defensively, inside linebacker 
Blake Dees, a transfer from 
‘Texas Tech, sat out 2014 but 
could be a difference-maker 
after three years in Lubbock. 
Starting safety Roman Buchanan 
returns, and pass-rushing end 
Jimmie Gipson III (6.5 tackles 
for loss) is South Alabama’s top 
returnee on the line. 

Kicker Aleem Sunanon has 
led USA in scoring the past two 
years, including 15-of-18 on field- 
goal tries in 2014. 


(WMIMLNE South Alabama has 
been bow!-eligible two straight 
seasons and had a winning SBC 
record for two straight, too, but 
unless Clements shines and the 
defense matures fast, three in a 
row could prove difficult. 
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2015 SCHEDULE 


DATE OPPONENT 
SS @ceoRCN 


Career rec 
Offensive coordinator: 


Defensive coordinators: 


2014RECORD:4-8 


QB Brayle Brown (6-2, 207, Sr.) 
RB Kaylon Watson (6-1, 223, So, 
LT Rey Baltazar (6-6, 303, Jr) 


2014 
RESULT 


62 


Ex 
3831 
a4 
nn 
28 
1822 


50.17 


) 


1G Frank Sutton Jr. (6-4, 295, So) 
© Colby Mitchell (6-2, 280, Sr) 


RG Jake Snyder (6-2, 285, Fr.) 
Chase Regian (6-3, 296, So.) 
Hatley Scioneaux (6-6, 253, 
Ajalen Holley (5-10, 197, Jr.) 
Tyler Cain (5-8, 187, Sr.) 


OCrENS. 
Ben Banogu (6-4, 250, Fr.) 


Mitch Lane (6-1, 215, Sr) 
Trey Caldwell (5-9, 192, Sr.) 
Lenzy Pipkins (6-1, 197, Jr.) 
Tre’ Hunter (6-0, 186, Jr.) 
Justin Backus (6-2, 190, Jr.) 

SPECIALISTS 
Craig Ford (6-2, 166, Fr.) 
Chris Qualls (5-9, 166, Fr.) 
Sporeng News A American 
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St.) 


Rashon Ceaser (6-0, 196, Sr.) 


Gerrand Johnson (6-1, 290, Sr) 
Lorenzo Jackson (6-2, 244, Sr.) 
Michael Johnson (6-2, 232, Sr.) 
Hunter Kissinger (6-3, 237, Sr) 
Cody Robinson (6-1, 226, Sr.) 


Louisiana-Monroe’s defense 
is loaded with seven returning 
multi-year starters, including. 
one rather big one in nose 
tackle Gerrand Johnson, who 
last season became the first 
defensive lineman to lead ULM 
in total tackles since 1980. He 
had 93, 12.5 of them tackles 
for loss. 

Hawk safety Mitch Lane, just 
like Johnson, will be a fourth- 
year starter. The Warhawks’ 
linebacking Wio of Hunter 
Kissinger, Michael Johnson 
and Cody Robinson returns 
intact for a defense expected 
to play a more-simple version 
ofits blitz-heavy 33-5 scheme 
after longtime coordinator 
‘Troy Reffett took an assistant’s 
job at Memphis, Adam Waugh 
and Travis Niekamp become 
co-coordinators. 

Head coach Todd Berry 
takes oyer play-calling duties 
from coordinator Steve Farmer: 
for an offense whose 2014 
backup quarterback, Brayle 
Brown, emerged from spring 
practice listed No. 1, Redshirt 
freshman Garrett Smith leads 
the group pushing Brown, 
who loses Kenzee Jackson (79 
catches, 866 yards) but will 
have receivers Rashon Ceaser 
(77, 872) and Ajalen Holley (57 
catches, 873 yards, 15.1 yards 
per reception, 7 TDs) both 
back. With pocket passer Pete 
‘Thomas gone after one year as 
a graduate transfer from N.C. 
State, Berry is returning to the 
spread offense ULM used when 
Kolton Browning was QB. 

Ceaser led the SBC in punt- 
return average last season. 

But with dependable, dual-use 
Justin Manton having used up 
his eligibility, ULM breaks in 
anew kicker, Craig Ford, and 
punter, high school signee 
Chris Qualls. 


‘WMLNE The Warhawks, 
coming off.a disappointing 4-8 
season and opening against 
Georgia, are banking that 
experience on defense will pay 
big dividends. 
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GEDAGIA STATE 


At Georgia State, which has one victory 
in two seasons under Trent Miles and just 
two wins in three years, Nick Arbuckle led 
the SBC in passing yards per game (273.6) 
in 2014 and threw for 23 touchdowns. 

But he was picked 17 times, something to 


shore up in 2015. 

ee 2015 SCHEDULE 

include wideouts 

Donovan Harden 

(885 receiving = Son 

yards, 7 TDs in S18 @OREGON 

2014), Robert 0.2 Liberty 

Davis (732 yards) ill ApolachianState 

and talented OME @BALLSTATE 

tight end Joel rf ipa 

Ruiz (coming off Ne ne 

knee surgery). 4) southtama 
But Miles 0 Trey 

seeks an 0.5 @GEORGIASOUTHERN 

improved 


ground game after averaging an FBS-low 
96.3 rushing yards per game. He’s now 
coaching the running backs group, which 
gets a lift from the return of Kyler Neal 
(season-ending knee injury early in 2014) 
and newcomers Kendrick Dorn (1,000- 
yard juco rusher last year) and Demarcus 
Kirk (2014 UAB 
redshirt). 
Linebacker 
Joseph Peterson, 
GSU’s top tackler 
4 the last three 
years, returns 
4 for a defense 
— that has eight 
midyear enrollees, 
including UAB transfers Alonzo McGee 
(outside linebacker), Bobby Baker (safety) 
and Demarco Davis (cornerback) and juco 
transfer Kaleb Ringer, a linebacker and 
ex-Michigan signee. One notable move: 
Outside linebacker Mackendy Cheridor 
drops to down defensive end. 


WTUMUNE The Panthers must trim 
turnovers and stop the run to grow wins. 


> 2014 RECORD: 1-11 


Coach: Trent Mile 
Careerrecord: 

Offensive coordinator: 
Defensive coordinator: Jos 


(28.155) 
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‘Tyler Rogers completed 61.5 percent 
of his passes but was intercepted an FBS- 
worst 23 times last season, so New Mexico 
State coach Doug Martin is now handling 
offensive coordinator and QB-coaching 
duties as the Aggies try to spread things 
out and clean 


them up. 2015 SCHEDULE 
Receiver 

‘Teldrick Morgan 

returns with75 fy Gevsste 

catches for 903 se ue 

yardsandseven 3, @Newmexico 

touchdowns 010 @OLEMISS 

from 2014, and a aan 

Larry Rose IIT 

tat ge SE! FA nner 

tushing for 42 @LousiaNA 

1,102 yards in ‘R28 Arkansas State 

just 10 games D5 @LOUISIANA MONROE 

asa freshman. 


Additional help could come from juco 
transfer Tyrian Taylor, a speedy receiver 
from Elsworth (lowa) CC. The offensive 
line loses only center Valerian Ume- 
Ezeoke, but he was a key starter. 

‘The Aggies return their top four tacklers 
from last season in linebackers Rodney 
Butler, Derek 
Tbekwe and 
Dalton Herrington 
and safety Kawe 
Johnson. Also 
back for what 
may bea more 
aggressive unit in 
2015 is cornerback 
Winston Rose, who 
had a team-high five interceptions last year. 


‘MWMUNE Nonconference road games 
at Florida and Ole Miss won't make things 
any easier for NMSU, which went 2-10 in 
2014 and has just five wins over the last 
three years. Martin knew there would 
be growing pains, though, as he builds 
methodically instead of seeking the quick 
fix. 


2014 RECORD: 2-10 


Offensive coordinator 
Defensive coordinator 


Follow Sporting News Yearbooks on Twitter @SN_Yrbks 


After throwing for 2,515 yards but 
getting intercepted 18 times as a 2014 
freshman, bulked-up Matt Linehan-son of 
ex-St. Louis Rams head coach and current 
Dallas Cowboys offensive coordinator 
Scott Linehan—returns for coach Paul 
Petrino. 


He'll be O0I5 St 
ne 
big redshirt 
freshman Jake, ine i 
Luton, who has sw Wotford 
alively arm but ——§ 76 GeorgiaSouthern 
less experience, 0.4 @ARKANSASSTATE i 
The Oy @rroy 
a ‘il ‘0.24 Louisiana-Monroe 
oda will >) @NEWMEREOSTATE 
u ive a weapon 1) @SOUTHALABAMA 
in Dezmon 0H Appalachian State 
Epps,whohad ji @auauRN 
980 receiving ‘28 TexasState 
yards in 2013, 


was booted from the team in 2014 and 
has won his way back on. To add speed, 
ex-receivers Deon Watson and Buck 
Cowan are transitioning to tight end. 
When Idaho's offense falters, punter 
Austin Rehkow can be a real weapon. He 
Jed the FBS in punting two years ago and 
finished second with a 
47.8-yard average last 
season as a sophomore. 
With more speed 
wanted on the 
other other side 
too, presumed new 
defensive coordinator 
Mike Breske is expected 
to bring the 3-4 base he used before 
getting fired at Washington State after 
last season. Chris Edwards moves from 
defensive back to linebacker, where he 
should join vets Mare Millan (102 total 
tackles, 14.5 for loss) and Broc Westlake. 


(WNTUMLNE Petrino feels his Vandals are 
faster and stronger. But after three stralght 
one-win seasons, vast improvement may 
take even more than that. 


? 2014 RECORD: 1-10 


Coach: Paul Petrino (7 
Career record: 7-2 
Offensive coordinator 
Defensive coordinator 


Stadium: Kib 
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‘BOWL PROJECTION: Russell Athletic Bowl 


Will Fuller 


2015 SCHEDULE 


DATE | OPPONENT Rt 
5 Texas 

512 @VIRGINA 

51 Georgia Tech 

{26 Massachusetts. 

0) @CLEMSON 

O10 Naw 49:39 
ny) use 14-49 
Os) @TENPLE 

(i) @PITTSBURGH 

NN) Wake Forest 

2) BostonCollege 

(24 @STANFORD m4 


@ COACH 


Brian Kelly 
thyear(4 

reer record: 
Offensivecoordinat 

Mike Sanford (fist yout) 
Defensive coordinator: 
Avian Vanover (cond yea) 


@FASTFACIS 


Tickots:574-691 7356 
Site:Soinh Bond, lod 
Wobsite: und com 
Twitter: @NDFoot 
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Camouflaged by the quarterback quandary 
are the real questions the Notre Dame 
football team must answer. 

The ball-security struggles that Everett 
Golson (22 turnovers, 14 interceptions, 8 
fumbles) had last season—and the success the 
Irish had in a tag-team situation with Golson 
and Malik Zaire in the Music City Bowl win 
over LSU-opened up the prospects for a 
quarterback controversy heading into the 
2015 opener with Texas. 

But that’s hardly the biggest fish Irish 
coach Brian Kelly has to fry. It’s just the one 
that will get the most media attention. 

For the record, Kelly doesn’t appear 
ready to give up on Golson. Zaire played well 
against LSU, but there’s no substitute for two. 
years as a starter in some pretty big games. 

If the other areas of concern could only be 
solved so easily ... 

Kelly has a coaching staff loaded with new 
faces (four) and only one assistant-Harry 
Hiestand on the offensive line-who was 
working at the same position last year. 

Big-name hires are running backs coach 
Autry Denson, who became Notre Dame’s 
all-time leading rusher (4,448 yards) in 1998. 
Also, two-time All-American Todd Lyght 
returns to his alma mater as secondary coach. 

Mike Sanford brings fresh blood from 
Boise State as Notre Dame's new offensive 
coordinator and quarterbacks coach. Brian 
VanGorder, in his second year as defensive 
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DIFFERENCE-MAKER 


Will Fuller, WR 


The speedy Fuller was known before 
last season as a deep threat. With Everett 
Golson back at QB in 2014, Fuller also 
showed himself to be a go-to option 
‘on any given pass play, While four 
other Irish receivers had 29 or more 
receptions, Fuller's 76 were 36 more 
than any other teammate and his 15 
receiving touchdowns were third in the 
FBS. The Golson-Fuller combo should 
have another prolific season, 


coordinator, moves from his linebackers 
position to more of a roving eye, with an 
emphasis on the secondary. 

The new assistant with the critical 
assignment is Keith Gilmore, who came from 
North Carolina, A longtime friend of Kelly's- 
he was with him when he was head coach 
at Grand Valley State, Central Michigan and 
Cincinnati—Gilmore is a specialist on the 
defensive line. 

Gilmore is charged with adding some 
punch to a defensive front that generated 
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just 26 sacks and 73 tackles for loss through an 8-5 
season in 2014, Injuries, early departures to the NFL 
and a couple of transfers conspired to turn what could 
have been a dominant part of the Irish defense into 
something young and porous. 

Besides getting better in the pursuit of the 
quarterback, progress must be made against the run. 
Notre Dame gave up an average yield of 171.2 yards on 
the ground last year. 

The best place to start is with veterans. Sheldon 
Day, the best of the lot, is back inside along with 
Jarron Jones, who missed the end of last season with 
a foot injury. Isaac Rochell, Romeo Okwara, Andrew 
‘Trumbetti and Grant Blankenship are all outside guys 
who have been through the wars. 

Injuries to Jarrett Grace (midway through the 2013 
campaign) and Joe Schmidt (midseason 2014) caused 
linebacker to be an area of concern late last year. 
All-American Jaylon Smith was asked to shoulder most 
of the burden. Grace and Schmidt are both back, Nyles 
Morgan got plenty of experience as a freshman and 
Smith is among the nation’s elite again. That means 
linebacker will be a strength in South Bend this year. 

The key for the Irish secondary is the return of 
cornerback KeiVarae Russell, who missed last season 
because of an academic situation. He has the chops 
to be one of the best in the business. Kelly said in 
late March that Russell was making good academic 
progress toward rejoining the team in the fall. 

A solid offensive line will give Golson (and/or Zaire) 
and a load of talented skill-position players plenty of 
opportunities to succeed. 

‘Tarean Folston and Greg Bryant could emerge 
as one of the most dynamic rushing combos in the 
country, Will Fuller, Chris Brown and Corey Robinson 
all have what it takes to evolve into big-time receivers. 

For the first time in a tew years, the kicking game is a 
question. Kyle Brindza, a four-year guy who did both, is 
gone. True freshman Justin Yoon will likely take over as 
the kicker and Tyler Newsome is the punter. 


BOTTOM LINE 


Notre Dame’s 12-1 season in 2012s a distant memory, 
but this Irish team is good enough for double-digit wins 
and a spot in the College Football Playoff. 

Al Lesar 


RECRUITING F 


Notre Dame finished 
with 24 recruits and the 
nation’s No. 13 recruiting 
classaccording to 
2475ports, highlighted 
by four Top 100 signees 
and six more ranked in the Top247 by 247Sports. Coach Brian 
Kelly and his staff have as deep and talented a roster as they've 
had since arrivingin South Bend and this class will supplement 
the team with immediate difference-makers such as defensive 
lineman Jerry Tillery and cornerback Shaun Crawford. The Irish 
are bringing ina balanced class led by jewel Brandon Wimbush, 
a former Penn State commit and arguably the top quarterback 
recruit in the country. 


_ = 


TOP SIGNEES tram 
| + Brandon Wimbush, 00) ¢<* 
+ Aliz’e Jones, © +84 


» + Tristen Hoge, 91 se 


RETURNING STAT LEADERS 


ie 
GP _Effic, Cmp-Ate-int Pet. Yds. TD. ee 
43.6 | 25642714 | 60 


* ING GP Att. “Net Avg, ‘To Ans 
TareanFolston 13) 175/ 809 | 51 | 6 | 684 
RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TE 
Will Fuller B I 44/15) 84.2 
‘TACKLES GP. Solo. Assist Total, 
Jaylon Smith B) 65) 47 | 
e SACKS __6P_No. Yards 
Romeo Okwara B te B 
Fat INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg, TD. 
Luke reso 


BEHIND THE MASK 

‘The Leprechaun, named Notre Dame's 
official mascot in 1965 after replacing the 
Irish terrier, brandishes a shillelagh and 
supposedly brings good luck and magical 
powers to the Fighting Irish, 
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DEPTH CUNAT 
BD OFFENSE 
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Everett Golson (6-0, 200, Gr.) 
Malik Zaire (6-0, 222, Jr) 
Tarean Folston (5-10, 214, Jn) 
Greg Bryant (5-10, 205, Jr) 
Ronnie Stanley (6-6, 315, Sr.) 
‘Hunter Bivin (6-6, 302, Jr.) 
Quenton Nelson (6-5, 325, So.) 
Alex Bars (6-6, 316, So.) 

Nick Martin (6-5, 301, Gr) 
Sam Mustipher (6-2, 305, So.) 
Steve Elmer (6-6, 315, Jr) 
John Montelus (6-4, 310, Jr) 
Mike McGlinchey (68, 310, Jr) 
Mark Harrell (6-4, 306, Sr) 
Durham Smythe (6-5, 245, Jr) 
‘Tylor Luatua (6-3, 250, So.) 
Chris Brown (6-2, 195, Sr.) 
Corey Robinson (6-5, 215, Jr) 
Will Fuller (6-0, 180, J) 
Corey Holmes (6-1, 184, So.) 
‘Amir Carliste (5-10, 192, Gr) 
C.J. Prosise (6-1, 220, St) 


® OFFENSE 


oT 


Romeo Okwara (6-4, 260, St.) 
Andrew Trumbetti (6-4, 255, So.) 
Sheldon Day (6-2, 285, Sr.) 

Jay Hayes (6-3, 285, So.) 


NG _Jarron Jones (6-6, 315, Sr) 


Jacob Matuska (6-5, 295, J.) 
{aac Rochell (6-4, 287, Jt) 
Grant Blankenship (6-5, 252, So.) 
James Onwualu (6-1, 220, Jr.) 
Greer Martini (6-3, 240, So.) 
Joe Schmidt (6-1, 235, Gr.) 
Nyles Morgan (6-1, 237, So.) 
Jaylon Smith (6:3, 235, Jr), 
Te'Von Coney (6-0, 230, Fr) 
KeiVarae Russell (5-11, 190, Sr.) 
‘Nick Watkins (6-0, 200, 50.) 
Cole Luke (5-11, 190, J) 

Devin Butler (6-1, 195, Jn) 

Max Redfield (6-1, 198, Jr.) 
Matthias Farley (5-11, 205, Gr.) 
Elijah Shumate (6-0, 213, St.) 
Drue Tranquil (6-2, 225, 50) 


D SPECIALISTS 


Justin Yoon (5-11, 185, Fr) 
Tyler Newsome (6-3, 205, So.) 
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BOWL PROJECTION: 
Poinsettia Bowl 


2015 SCHEDULE 


2014 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT 


5.5 @NEDRASKA 

Boise State 30-55 
519 @UCLA 

5.28 @MICHIGAN 

0.2 Connecticut 3510 
0 EastCarolina 

0.17 Cincinnati 

0.24 Wagner 

§ @SANJOSE STATE 

NM Missourl 

N2\ FresnoState 

N20 @UTAHSTATE 20-35 


@ COACH 

Bronco Mendenhall 
tithyear(90-39) 
Careerrecord:90-39 
Offensivecoordinator: 

Robert Anae (ointhyear) 
Defensive coordinator: 
NickHowell(thicd year) 
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Mitch Mathews 


Independence has its perks and its drawbacks. 

BYU’s football team will experience one of the rough patches as. 
the 2015 season begins. 

‘The Cougars, restocked from an 8-5 season a year ago, start with 
a murderer's row of a schedule that includes trips to Nebraska, 
UCLA and Michigan plus a home date with Boise State. 

If BYU is still focused and heading in a positive direction by Week 
Five, the Cougars could be in 
line for something special to 
happen. 

One sure way for the season 
to stay on track would be to 
keep quarterback Taysom Hill 


DIFFERENGE-MAKER 


Mitch Mathews, WR 


upright. The.QB position wasa little 
Hill went down five games shaky in Provo last year after a 
into last season with a fractured th i Se star ab 
: ill anda couple of rough outings 
leg and ligament damage. At for his replacement, Christian 
the time he was averaging 92 Stewart. Mathews wa: 


throughout at receiver, though, 
and gave the passing game some 
Stability with 73 catches and 922 
Fecelving yards, He should help Hill 
getback to form quickly in 2015. 


yards rushing and 195 passing 
per game. The key for coach 
Bronco Mendenhall this season 
is to convince Hill that sliding. 
before contact, or running out 
of bounds, might be the better 
part of valor. 

Easier said than done. Avoiding contact is not in Hill’s DNA. 

Along with Hill, another dynamic offensive weapon will be 
running back Jamaal Williams, who rushed for 74 yards a game last 
season. 

Five key leaders from last year’s defense exhausted their 
eligibility. That leaves plenty of opportunities for veterans to 
ascend into much more significant roles. 

Kai Nacua, a safety who had 40 tackles and two interceptions, 
will be the leader of the secondary. Linebackers Bronson Kaufusi 
(43 tackles, 7 sacks) and Manoa Pikula (49 tackles) will make sure 
everyone is where they're supposed to be. Along the defensive 
front, Remington Peck (24 tackles) is poised to emerge as a force at 
end. 


It doesn’t take a football genius to figure out that BYU's fortunes 
rest firmly on the shoulders of Hill. Keeping him healthy and 
allowing him to be productive will be the key to surviving the rough 
start and flourishing the rest of the way. 

~Al Lesar 
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PROJECTED STARTERS 


QB Taysom Hill (6-2, 232, Sr.) 
RB Jamaal Williams (6-0, 206, Sr.) 
FB Algernon Brown (6-1, 229, Jr.) 
LT Ryker Mathews (6-6, 320, Sr.) 
LG Kyle Johnson (6-4, 303, Jr.) 

€ — Tejan Koroma (6-0, 280, So.) 
AG Tuni Kanuch (6-3, 325, So.) 

RT Brad Wilcox (6-7, 305, Jr.) 

TE Bryan Sampson (6-4, 221, Jr) 
WR Terenn Houk (6-5, 23, Sr) 
WR Witch Mathews (6-6, 215, Sr) 


LE Graham Rowley (6-4, 280, Sr.) 
NT Travis Tuloma (6-2, 285, Jr) 
RE Remington Peck (6-5, 271, St) 
OLB Fred Warner (6-3,220, So) 
MLB Teu Kautai (6-1, 231, Sr.) 

MB Manoa Pikula (6-1, 235, Sr) 
OLB Bronson Kaufusi (6-7, 265, Sr) 
(CB Michael Davis (6-2, 181, Jr.) 
£B Jordan Preator (6-0, 183, 50) 
$$ Kai Nacua (6-1, 207, Jr) 

FS Eric Takenaka (5-10, 205, Jr.) 


K Trevor Samson (5-11, 183, Sr.) 
P- Chasen Brown (6-0, 173, Fr) 
Sporting News At American 
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Brigham Young likes to take 
chancesinits recruiting process 
and there's no bigger example of 
that (literally) than 6-7, 410:pound 
Tongan signee Motekiai Langi, 
who has virtually no football 
experience. More traditional 
signees who could make some 
noise in Provo include Hawaiian 
defensive end Mika Tafua, 
California offensive guard Kieffer 
Longson andin-state cornerback 
Dayan Lake, The Cougars also 
havea tendency to get the most 
out of guys lke 6-6 defensive end 
Devin Kaufusi. 
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BD OFFENS 

QB. A.J Schurr (6-0, 209, Sr) 

RB Joe Walker (6-0, 199, Jr) 
RB Matt Giachinta (6-1, 224, Sr) 
TE Kelvin White (6-3, 241, Sr) 

UT Drew Hennessy (6-7, 283, Sr) 
1G _Jaryn Villegas (6-2, 294, 50.) 
© Matt Hugenberg (6-5, 309, Sr) 
RG Bryce Holland (6-2, 265, So.) 
RT Mike Houghton (6-4, 257, So.) 
WR. Edgar Poe (6-4, 222, Jr) 

WR. Xavier Moss (6-2, 197, Jn) 


LE John Voit (6-3, 237, So.) 
NG TJ. Atimalala (5-11, 264, Sr) 
DT Jordan Smith (6-3, 254, Jr) 
RE_ Seth Combs (6-0, 218, Jr) 
OLB Andrew King (6-0, 235, Jr.) 
NB Jeremy Timpf (6-1, 225, J:) 
WB Scott Washle (6-1, 229, So.) 
CB Josh Jenkins (6-0, 196, Jr) 
CB Chris Carnegie (6-0, 200, Sr.) 
$ Luke Proulx (5-10, 196, Sr.) 

$__ Rhyan England (5-10, 186, So.) 
B srr 

K Daniel Grochowski (6-1, 226, Sr) 
P Alex Tardieu (6-4, 222, Sr) 
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Recruiting to Army, you better 
find some diamonds-in-the-rough 
and coach Jeff Monken was able 
to find his fair share in this 2015 
effort. With offers from the likes of 
Boston College, Georgia Tech and 
Wake Forest, DE Kenneth Brinson 
doesn't quite fit into that profile. 
‘There area few other incoming 
prospects who fit that mold, ike 
Undersized but productive athlete 
Malik McGue and a big linebacker 
‘out of Texas, Corey Sanders. 


Army coach Jeff Monken is working with admittedly less talent 
than last year’s 4-8 squad, but he says the Black Knights could be a 
better team fundamentally. 

Still, the Paul Johnson disciple, who coached under his mentor 
for eight years at Navy and Georgia Tech, won't sugarcoat anything: 
“We're not very good. We won 12 games in the last four years. I wish 
I could snap my fingers and make us better overnight, but I can’t. 
It’s going to take time.” 

The flexbone triple-option offense that Monken learned under 
Johnson (and employed as 
head coach at Georgia Southern 
DIFFERENCE-MAK: A from 2010-13) loses five of its 

top six rushers from last year, 
including three running backs 
who rushed for 1,000 yards in 
season at some point in their 
careers. Senior quarterback A.J. 
Schurr and junior running back 
Joe Walker are the only backs on 
the roster with game experience 
in 2014. As a backup QB, Schurr 
averaged 7.1 yards per carry and 
was the team’s fourth-leading 
rusher. Walker is an unknown 
even to Monken, having spent 
most of his time on special 
teams, but his two rushing 
touchdowns out of a mere 18 
attempts may be a good sign. 

‘The most important returnee 
on the offensive line is 6-5, 309-pound senior Matt Hugenberg, who 
played every offensive snap last year. Six other linemen received 
starting experience but it was more as a byproduct of the unit’s 
inconsistency (10 different starting lineups in 12 games). 

A testament to the subpar play on both sides of the ball, the Black 
Knights allowed 50 ofa potential 56 red-zone scores while going 
29-for-38 themselves. 

After exploding on the scene with 117 tackles and three 
interceptions, junior linebacker Jeremy Timpf will be the focal point 
of the defensive scheme for the next two seasons. The next step for 
him is becoming a vocal leader. 

‘The most veteran and talented unit may be the specialists: kicker 
Daniel Grochowski, punter Alex Tardieu and long snapper Connor 
Farley. But Monken is going to need more than that to improve on 
last year’s mark. 


Jeremy Timpf, LB 


foundati 
next two se 


BOTTOM Lh 
Army is still a few years of strong recruiting from being a talent- 
rich program. For now, consistent fundamental football-limiting 
turmovers, competing at the line of scrimmage, and solid tackling—is 
the only way they'll avoid another eight-loss season. 
—Michael Gentry 


Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/SNYearbooks 
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2015 Preview 


Bullish on the Bison 


North Dakota State is looking to make it five straight FCS 
titles—and who's crazy enough to pick against them? 


DIVISION I 
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(OL JP Flynn, Montana state 
OL __ Donald Jackson Ill, Sam Houston State, Sr. 


WR Cooper! 


gr'Kupp, Eastern Washington, i." 
WR Jake Wieneke, South Dakota State, So. 


O DEFENSE 
DL_James Cowser, Southern Utah, 
Si 


ine Hough, Jacksonville tate, 
ald Payne, Stetson, 


Harlan Miller, Southeastern Louisiana, Sr 
Deiondre' Hall, Northern owa, Sr. 
1 
K__ Michael Schmadeke, Northern owa, Sr 


P__ BenLeCompte, North Dakots Stats, Se. 
RET_Johnta’ Hebert, Prairie View A&M, Sr. 
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our in a row. 

‘The North Dakota State Bison 
have won the FCS national 
championship every season since 
2011. 

Let’s try and put that into a little 
perspective. 

The 2014 Bison seniors ended their 
careers with more national titles (four) 
than losses (three). You read that correctly. 
North Dakota State has compiled a 58-3 
record over the last four seasons, with 
losses coming to Youngstown State (2011), 
Indiana State (2012) and Northern lowa 
(2014). Along the way, the Bison posted a 
perfect 4-0 record against the FBS, with 
wins over Minnesota (2011), Colorado State 
(2012), Kansas State (2013) and Iowa State 
(2014). 

The Bison had no problems last season 
despite losing the all-time wins leader in 
FCS history (quarterback Brock Jensen) 
and former coach Craig Bohl (now at 
Wyoming), and coach Chris Klieman has 
NDSU set up for a run at an unprecedented 
fifth consecutive national title. 

What makes the current run even 
more impressive is the sheer power and 
depth that the Missouri Valley Football 
Conference possesses. Six teams from 
the MVFC are in our preseason Top 25, 
and Illinois State is hungry for another 
shot at the Bison after falling in the FCS 
Championship Game by two points. Expect 
Youngstown State (with new coach Bo 
Pelini, the former head man at Nebraska), 
Northern lowa, Indiana State and South 
Dakota State to challenge throughout the 
2015 season. 

Despite the transfer of quarterback 
Vernon Adams to Oregon, Eastern 
Washington is still the class of the Big Sky. 
Expect a lot of high-scoring affairs out 
west, as the Eagles will be joined by prolific 
offenses at Montana State, Idaho State and 
Montana. 

The team best suited to challenge North 
Dakota State (outside of the MVFC) is Sam_ 
Houston State. And the Bearkats won't 
lack for motivation, as three of the last four 


seasons have ended with a loss to the Bison 
in the playofls. The Southland remains one 
of the top three conferences, but Stephen 
F. Austin and Southeastern Louisiana will 
be in rebuilding mode this season. 

Villanova returns Sporting News 
Yearbooks preseason All-American John 
Robertson at quarterback after the dual 
threat won the 2014 Walter Payton 
Award. But the Wildcats must replace 
their leading rusher and receiver from last 
season. The door could be open for James 
Madison to challenge for the Colonial 
Athletic Association title with the return 
of quarterback Vad Lee, who had a very 
successful first season in Harrisonburg, Va., 
after his transfer from Georgia Tech. 

‘The Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference, 
winless in the FCS playoffs since 1999, 
has decided to drop its automatic berth 
into the NCAA postseason in favor of 
the Celebration Bowl, which will pit the 
champions of the MEAC and SWAC ina 
Dec. 19 game that will reportedly have a $1 
million payout per team and be televised 
by ESPN. 

Conference realignment has finally 
settled down, with only three moves for 
the 2015 season. Charlotte makes the 
jump up to the FBS level as the 49ers join 
Conference USA, while East Tennessee 
State and Kennesaw State begin playing 
this season. East Tennessee State—fielding 
a team for the first time since 2003—will 
play as an independent before joining 
the Southern Conference as a full-fledged 
member in 2016, while Kennesaw State 
joins the Big South this year. 
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QB's transfer to 
Oregon hurts, 

but EWU Eagles 
still the favorite 


BY! MIKE SORENSEN 


Over the past couple of decades 
the Big Sky has been perhaps the 
premier conference on the FCS level 
with three national championships, 
five runmer-up finisties anid 
humerous semifinal appearances. 

However, last year, the Big Sky 
failed to advance a team to the 
FCS semifinals for the first time 
since 2007, Eastern Washington 
lost to eventual runner-up Illinois 
State in the quarterfinals, Montana 
was beaten in the second round 
and Montana State lost in the first 
round. 

Asalways, the league will 
have several solid teams, but the 
question is whether any of them 
can challenge for a national title 
in 2015. 


Eastern Washington (11-3, 
7-1) would have been a logical 
choice to contend for a national 
championship this year behind 
dynamic quarterback Vernon 
Adams, the Walter Payton Award 
runner-up for two years running. 
However, Adams decided to forgo 
his senior season at EWU end 

play for Oregon, under the NCAA 
rule that allows graduate players 
to transfer to another school. 
Ironically, EWU opens the season at 
Oregon on Sept. 5. 

Junior Jordan West is most likely 
to take over at QB after filling in for 
three games when Adams was out 
with an injury last year. In two-time 
All-American Cooper Kupp (104 
catches, 1,431 yards), the Eagles 
have one of the top wide receivers 
inthe nation. Junior linebacker 
Miquiyah Zamora leads a defense 
that needs improvement over last 
year. 

Montana State (8-5, 6-2) may 


B PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH 
Eastern Washington 
Montana State 
Idaho State 
Montana 

Northern Arizona, 
CalPoly 
Sacramento State 
Southern Utah 
Weber State 

North Dakota 
UCDavis 

Northern Colorado 
Portland State 
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have the top offensive player in 
the league in quarterback Dakota 
Prukop, whe finished fourth in 
both Big Sky passing (232.6 ypa) 
and rushing (87.8 yp) last year 
and was first in passing efficiency. 
Running back Gunnar Brekke led 
the league in kick returns and was 
fourth on the team in both rushing 
and receiving. The Bobcats need to 
improve on defense after allowing 
486 yards per game and ranking 


114th in the nation in total defense. 


After winning just six games 
the previous three seasons, Idaho 
State (8-4, 6-2) had a breakout 
‘Campaign under fourth-year coach 
Mike Kramer. Quarterback Justin 
Arias, who led the FCS in passing 
yards, has graduated, but most of 
the offense returns, led by running 
back Xavier Finney, who led the 
Big Sky in rushing (1,495 yards) 
and wideout Madison Mangum, 
who caught 83 passes for 1,234 
yards. Sophomore linebacker Mario. 
Jenkins, who had the most tackles 
of any freshman in the FCS last 
year, leads the defense. 

Defense may be the strength 
at Montana (9-5, 6-2), which 
welcomes a new coach in Bob 
Stitt, who's taking over for retired 
Mick Delaney. Stitt was known 
for his offense at NCAA Division 2 
Colorado School of Mines, but the 
Grizzlies lost three-year starting 
QB Jordan Johnson and tried out 
four possible starters in spring ball. 
The defense also lost top players, 
but it has end Tyrone Holmes and 
linebacker Kendrick Van Ackeren to 
build around. 

The strength at Northern 
Arizona (7-5, 5-3) is defense, 
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particularly in stopping the pass, 
where the Lumberjacks were 17th 
in the nation in yards allowed 
thanks to veteran holdovers such 
as cornerback Marcus Alford and 
safety Eddie Horn. Returning 
starters on offense include 
quarterback Kyren Poe, running 
back Casey Jahn and wide receiver 
Dejzon Walker. 

Cal Poly (7-5, 5-3) is coming 
off five straight seasons of finishing 
-500 or above and the Mustangs 
just missed the playoffs last year. 
They were the most efficient FCS. 
team in 2014, losing just seven 
turnovers all season, and have 
senior quarterback Chris Brown 
back to lead a triple-option attack 
that led the nation in rushing the 
past two years. 

Sacramento State (7-5, 4-4) 
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finished last season strong under 
interim head coach Jody Sears, who 
now has the job full time. Running 
back Jordan Robinson (863 rushing 
yards) and receiver Nnamdi Agude 
(70 catches) return. Linebacker 
Darnell Sankey had 100 tackles in 
nine games last year before going 
down with a knee injury. 

After making the FCS playoffs in 
2013, Southern Utah (3-9, 3-5) 
struggled with a tough schedule 
last year. In senior defensive end 
James Cowser, the Thunderbirds 
have a legitimate candidate for 
FCS Defensive Player of the Year. 
Brigham Young transfer Ammon 
Olsen came on strong late last 
season, throwing for more than 
3,000 yards, and could be one of 
the league's top quarterbacks. 

It has been a tough couple of 
years for Weber State (2-10, 
2-6), which made the FCS playoffs 
as recently as 2009. Jay Hill isin 
his second year and he's trying to 
rebuild the Wildcat program around 
players such as junior running 
back Zach Smith and sophomore 
linebacker Emmett Tela, 

Under first-year coach Bubba 
‘Schweigert, defense kept North 
Dakota (5-7, 3-5) ina lot of games 
last year. However, UND had one of 
the worst offenses in the country 
(15.9 ppg and 254 ypg) and will 
need Joe Mollberg or Keaton 
Studsrud to step up at quarterback. 

UC Davis (2-9, 1-7) must 
replace leading rusher Gabe 
Manzanares, but QB Ben Scott 
and wide receiver Ramon Vargas 
are back for what should be an 
improved team under third-year 
coach Ron Gould. 

Northern Colorado (3-8, 

2-6) returns quarterback Sean 
Rubalcaba, running back Darius 
Graham and receiver Ellis Onic, but 
will need help from the defense 

‘to improve on last year’s losing 
record. 

Portland State (3-9, 2-6) has 
had only one winning season since 
2006 and will find it difficult again 
under interim coach Bruce Barnum. 
Cornerback Aaron Sibley and 
running back Steven Leng are the 
Vikings’ best players. 
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Chanticleers 
primed to avenge 
LU loss andregain 
league title 


BY CHRIS LANG 


The last two Big South automatic 
playoff bids have been determined 
in alarmingly similar fashion: a 
walk-off blocked field goal. 

Coastal Carolina escaped 
Liberty's Williams Stadium in 2013 
thanks to a blocked kick in double 
overtime, and the Flames returned 
the favor last November at CCU 
when Chima Uzowihe denied Alex 
Catron's chip-shot field goal as time 
expired, securing a one-point win 
and Liberty's first FCS playoff berth. 

Those two teams will be at the 
top of the conference heap again, 
but there are indications that the 
Big South is no longer a two- 
horse race. Charleston Southern, 
Presbyterian and Monmouth were 
all competitive with the league's 
top programs last season. Thanks to 
that newfound depth, the Big South 
is a conference on the rise, 


Coastal Carolina's (12-2, 4-1) 
2014 season ended just as 2013 
did, with a loss at perennial power 
North Dakota State in the FCS 
quarterfinals, But the Chanticleers 
took a huge step forward in coach 
Joe Moglia’s third season, earning 
the program's first No. 1 ranking 
by ascending to the top of the FCS 
coaches' poll in November, 

Quarterback Alex Ross, tailback 
De’Angelo Henderson and receivers 
John Israel, Tyrell Blanks and 
Bruce Mapp all return, but the 
Chanticleers must replace three 
starters on the offensive line and 
three-time Big South Defensive 
Player of the Year Quinn Backus, 
While Coastal figures some things 
‘out on the back end, all four 
starters return on the defensive 
line, providing stability up front. 

The win at Coastal was 4 
program-changer for Liberty 
(9-5, 4-1), which beat James 
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Madison on the road in its first 

FCS playoff game before falling 

at Villanova in the second round, 
The Flames are stacked on offense 
thanks to the return of quarterback 
Josh Woodrum and receivers 

Darrin Peterson and Dante Shells. 
Desmond Rice rushed for nearly 
1,000 yards in 2013 but missed last 
year with a knee injury, He'll team 
with D.J. Abnar, who ran for 1,289 
yards last season, to forma talented 
backfield tandem. 

Liberty's biggest concerns are on 
defense, where it must replace top 
safety Jacob Hagen and cornerback 
Kenny Scott. The Flames also face 
a difficult schedule that includes a 
stretch of four straight road games. 

Charleston Southern (8-4, 
3-2) followed its breakthrough 
10-win 2013 season with an eight- 
win year that included a victory at 
Liberty. The Buccaneers return a 
ton of starters and get both Coastal 
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and Liberty at home, and they could 
bea dark-horse threat to steal the 
conference title and earn their first 
playoff berth. Quarterback Austin 
Brown is back, as are four starters 
on the offensive line. Christian 
Reyes is gone at tailback, but 

Ben Robinson and Mike Holloway 
combined for nearly 1,100 yards 
rushing last season, Defensively, 
the biggest question mark is up 
front, where the Bucs must replace 
three linemen. 

For the first time as a full- 
fledged Division 1 program, 
Presbyterian (6-5, 3-2) finished a 
season with a winning record, going 
6-5 against a slate that included 
three FBS guarantee games 
With all but two starters back on 
defense, the Blue Hose will look to 
continue their rise, Quarterback 
Heys McMath Is back, but he'll need 
to find chemistry with a new group 
of receivers after the graduation of 
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Jeremiah McKie and Tobi Antigha. 
McKie was also the league's top 
return threat. 

In its second year in the league, 
Monmouth (6-5, 1-4) is finally 
at the full FCS allotment of 63 
scholarships. The Hawks cruised 
toa 5-1 start against a soft 
nonconference schedule but found 
the sledding tougher in league 
play, with their only win coming 
against last-place Gardner-Webb 
in the finale, Quarterback Brandon 
Hill and top receiver Neal Sterling 
are gone, but running back Lavon 
Chaney is back after filling in for 
injured starter Kwabena Asante last 
fall. Monmouth’s strength is in its 
secondary, where safety Mike Basile 
will try to replicate a fantastic 
freshman season. 

Gardner-Webb (4-8, 0-5) will 
have a new-look offense, Maybe 
that's not a bad thing. The Runnin’ 
Bulldogs went winless in league 
play last season and scored just 
50 points in five Big South games. 
Tyrell Maxwell is a true dual-threat 
quarterback who will get full-time 
reps after the graduation of Lucas 
Beatty. The Bulldogs also lose their 
top two tailbacks and receivers, 
including All-America wideout 
Kenny Cook. The defense should 
be strong, anchored by 6-2, 
308-pound Samoan noseguard 0.J, 
Mau. After missing last season with 
injuries, linebackers Chad Geter and 
Tanner Burch return. 

Kennesaw State will dive into 
Big South play in its first year of 
football. Coach Brian Bohannon 
worked with Paul Johnson at 
Georgia Tech and will use a triple- 
option offense at KSU, which plays 
its first game against fellow startup 
East Tennessee State on Sept. 3. 
The Owls have just 11 juniors and 
four seniors on their roster. At 
quarterback, Citadel transfer Trey 
White accounted for 198 yards and 
two scores in KSU's spring game. 


EWAN /IBERL UNIVERSITY 


0 


2 


Ie: SCUTT BROWN PHOTO COURTESY OF TE NERS OF FICHOND 


Colonial should 
come downto 
battle of star QBs 


BY JOHNO'CONNOR 


The CAA may have the two best 
quarterbacks in the FCS. Villanova 
senior John Robertson won the 
2014 Walter Payton Award, which 
goes to the division's top player, 
and James Madison senior Vad Lee 
wasa finalist for the honor. 

So the CAA pecking order starts 
with Villanova and Madison, with 
10 teams trying to figure out a way 
to contain Robertson and Lee, each 
of them run/pass threats who will 
key what appear to be the leaque’s 
most potent offenses, 

Any outlook pertaining to the 
CAA’s chances to qualify teams for 
the FCS playoffs and advance in 
postseason must include defending 
champion New Hampshire, which 
went 8-0 in conference play last 
season. Coach Sean McDonnell's 
Wildcats have made the NCAA 
playoff field 11 consecutive years, 
and they also return a quality 
quarterback, senior Sean Goldrich, 
another run-pass threat. 


‘Villanova not only has one of 
the most decorated FCS offensive 
players in quarterback John 
Robertson, but one of the most 
highly regarded defensive players. 
Senior linebacker Don Cherry was, 
named a first-team All-American 
after collecting 10 sacks and 21.5 
tackles for toss last season. 

Those two give coach Andy 
Talley twin foundations to build 
onafter an 11-3 finish (7-1 CAA) 
and advancement to the FCS 
quarterfinals, where Villanova 
lost to Sam Houston State 34-31. 
Robertson was the CAA’s fifth- 
leading rusher (1,078 yards) in 
addition to passing for 2,846 yards. 
He threw for 35 touchdowns and 
was intercepted three times. 

Defensively, junior cornerback 
Jason Ceneus led the league in 
interceptions with five. 

James Madison probably won't 
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deal with the same early-season 
adjustment as last season, when 
Everett Withers succeeded Mickey 
Matthews as coach, The Dukes were 
2-3 before winning seven straight 
games, then losing to Liberty in 

the first round of the playoffs and 
finishing 9-4 (6-2 CAA), 

Vad Lee, a former starter at 
Georgia Tech, gradually gamed 
‘a comfort level with the Dukes’ 
system and developed into a strong 
leader, runner and passer. He 
averaged 64 rushing yards and led 
the CAA with 266.3 passing yards 
per game. 

New Hampshire (12-2, 8-0 
CAA) lost a big and impactful senior 
class, but that has happened before 
and coach Sean McDonnell's team 
has continued to win. Last year, 
the Wildcats lost their season 
‘opener at Toledo and then didn’t 
fall again until they dropped a 
21-18 decision to Illinois State in 
the FCS semifinals. New Hampshire 
will succeed again with an eclectic 
offense led by QB Sean Goldrich 
that spreads the field and a defense 
that excels in causing turnovers and 
sacks (CAA-leading 39 last season). 

Richmond (9-5, 5-3) comes 
off a season in which it advanced to 
the NCAA playoffs for the first time 
since 2009. Despite the loss of 22 
seniors, the Spiders seem set for 
a solid year with 6-2, 232-pound 
senior tailback Seth Fisher as 
the rugged face of coach Danny 
Rocco’s physical team. Fisher 
gained 777 yards and scored 12 
touchdowns and joins Jacobi Green 
and Jeremiah Hamlin as runners 
who will operate behind one of the 
league's largest offensive lines. 

‘After several seasons of rotating 
quarterbacks because of injuries 


dt 
® TOP NFLPAOSPECT 


Reggie Diggs 


Richmond 


The 6 

senior wideout tries to bully 
defensive backs, That sounds 
like a sensible approach given 
Diggs’ size and strenath 
advantages over most FCS 
cover men. Richmond coach 
Danny Rocco calls Diggs “a 


nis ability to catch the 
ball in traffic and reach for 
receptio! 


and ineffectiveness, William & 
Mary (7-5, 4-4) moves ahead with 
junior Steve Cluley, who may be 
ready to take the step from game 
manager to standout. That would 
allow the Tribe to diversify from 
a program that has been based 
primarily on defense the past few 
years. Returning tailback Mikal 
Abdul-Saboor led the league in 
rushing last season (1,266 yards, 
12 touchdowns). 

Defense will start as the 
strength, with linebacker Luke 
Rhodes (7.8 tackles per game), 
cornerback DeAndre Houston- 
Carson and safety Jared Velasquez 
leading a veteran group. 

Maine (5-6, 4-4) is growing 
up. The Black Bears were young 
last season and started 2-5, but 
developed into a dangerous team 
by year’s end. Maine looks for 
upgraded offense (16.4 ppg), 
behind sophomore quarterback 
Drew Belcher to help a defense 
that may be the league's best. 
Christophe Mulumba Tshimanga 
and Cabrinni Goncalves give coach 
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Jack Cosgrove a top-notch set of 
linebackers. 

Delaware (6-6, 4-4) looks to 
string together a successful series 
of Saturdays after inconsistency 
pulled down the Blue Hens last 
year. They might have the country's 
most interesting storyline in 
quarterback Jamie Jarmon, 

‘Among the most celebrated 
high school athletes in Delaware's 
state history, the 6-1, 225-pound 
Jarmon was the second-round pick 
of the Texas Rangers (outfielder) in 
2012. He played three years in the 
minor leagues and then enrolled at 
UD over the winter. 

The defense will be disruptive 
with Blaine Woodson (8.5 sacks), 
the leaque’s Defensive Rookie of 
the Year in 2014. 

Towson went from losing to 
North Dakota State in the FCS 
Championship Game that closed the 
2013 season to 4-8 (2-6). 

Darius Victor, who rushed for 
1,305 yards (5.2 yards per carry) 
and 12 touchdowns in 2014, leads 
the offense again. 

Count on physical and aggressive 
play from Stony Brook (5-7, 4-4) 
as long as coach Chuck Priore is in 
charge, Epitomizing that approach 
is defensive lineman Victor Ochi, 
who had 11 sacks and 16.5 
tackles for loss last season. Stony 
Brook was among the nation’s 
top defensive teams (15.3 ppg), 
allowing only 21 TDs, Five starters 
are back from that unit, 

Throwing the ball on Albany 
(7-5, 3-5) will be difficult with a 
quality secondary that features Kyle 
Sakowski, Rayshan Clark and Jamal 
Robinson, Coach Greg Gattuso 
brought in Penn State lransfer D.J. 
Crook to play QB, 

Elon (1-11, 0-8) needs 
CAA-quality linemen to gain some 
traction. The Phoenix finished 
last in rushing and next to last in 
rushing defense last year under 
coach Rich Skrosky. 

Rhodelsland (1-11, 1-7) 
had five quarterbacks in its latest 
recruiting class. That indicates 
where coach Jim Fleming believes 
the patching has to begin for a 
program that last qualified for the 
FCS playoffs in 1985. Fleming's 
team averaged 12.5 points per 
game in 2014. 
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Harvard primed 
for Ivy League's 
first three-peat 
since 1986 


BY MICHAEL GENTRY 


The back-to-back defending 
league champion Harvard Crimson 
could become the first Ivy League 
team to win three straight 
conference titles since the 1986 
Pennsylvania Quakers. 

But No. 3 won't come easy 
if last season is any indication. 
Yale lit up the Ivy League with its 
offensive power in 2014 en route 
to becoming the No. 1 FCS team in 
yards per game. As coach Anthony 
Reno puts it, the Bulldogs were 
two possessions away from being 
undefeated league champions, 
losing to Harvard and Dartmouth by 
14 total points, 

For its part, Dartmouth had its 
best season since 1997, taking its 
only conference loss from Harvard, 
while Princeton's fourth-place 
finish was marred only by lasses ta 
the three teams ahead of it in the 
standings. 


Harvard (10-0, 7-0 Ivy) is till 
the best bet to win this year after 
excelling through adversity in 
2014, Former starting quarterback 
Conner Hempel was limited to 
only four starts last season due to 
injuries. The Crimson went 6-0 with 
backup Scott Hosch, who threw for 
213 yards per game, and had the 
conference's second-best offense. 

Hosch will have to improve 
his touchdown/interception ratio 
(7/6) and make plays with his feet, 
according to coach Tim Murphy, but 
the passing lanes should be open 
thanks to All-Ivy back Paul Stanton 
(110 rushing yards per game), who 
had five touchdown runs of 30 
yards or more, including 42-yard 
and 75-yard scores ina 34-24 
win over Penn. Leading receiver 
Andrew Fischer (67.7 receiving 
yards per game) returns along with 
the Crimson’s four other top pass 
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The 6-3, 210-pound 5 
from Charlotte began his 
college career at Clemson 
before transferring to Yale 
in 2013. in his first year as 
@ starter last season, he led 
one of the most explosive 
Offenses in the nation with 
3,239 passing yards and 22 
touchdowns. 
football experience coupled 
with a strong, accurate arm 
could land him at the next 
level, especially if Yale ha 
similar offensive success this 
year 


catchers. 

All-Ivy defenders Norman Hayes 
and Zack Hodges have moved 
on, but stellar players remain in 
linebackers Jacob Lindsey, Eric 
Medes and Matt Koran, the team's 
top three tacklers in 2014. 

Winning a third straight title 
would be a benchmark for Murphy, 
who has eight Ivy League crowns in 
his tenure at Harvard. It would also 
be No. 17 for the Crimson, giving 
them the most in the Ivy's storied 
history. 

Archrival Yale's (8-2, 5-2) 
personnel losses seem crippling: 
running back and Ivy Player of the 
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Year Tyler Varga; Grant Wallace, the 
FCS's leading receiver with 113.9 
receiving yards per game; and all~ 
time-leading Bulldog pass catcher 
Deon Randall. But quarterback 
Morgan Roberts (second in FCS with 
323 passing yards per game) is back 
and Reno says Roberts can keep 

the offense afloat with his sound 
decision-making. 

In the backfield, junior Candler 
Rich (7.5 yards per carry in 2014) 
and sophomore Deshawn Salter are 
primed for breakout seasons in the 
rushing game, The marquee name 
in the receiving corps is Bo Hines, 

a sophomore transfer who led 
N.C. State in receiving (45 catches 
for 616 yards) last year as a true 
freshman in the ACC, 

The Bulldogs' defense returns 
11 players who played every 
game in 2014. That includes 10 
of the top 11 tacklers, and every 
player who snagged Yale's 10 total 
interceptions. Reno says his players 
are still bitter and the team has had 
its best offseason since he arrived 
in 2012. 

ADartmouth (8-2, 6-1) 
‘championship in 2015 wouldn't 
be shocking with the Big Green 
returning nearly every prominent 
player. Senior quarterback 
and All-Ivy first-teamer Dalyn 
Williams (2,119 passing yards, 21 
touchdowns) has multiple weapons, 
including senior running back Kyle 
Bramble (31 receptions), and that 
duo will be hard to contain on 
the ground, as they combined for 
1,099 rushing yards and 11 TDs last 
season. 

Tackle A.J. Zuttah (48 tackles), 
linebacker Will McNamara (87) 
and cornerback Vernon Harris (8 
pass breakups), all seniors, lead a 
veteran defense that will challenge 
Harvard as the best in the league. 

Brown (5-5, 3-4) averaged 
just 24.7 points per game in 2014, 
but the Bears managed to hold 
‘opponents to 22.8 an outing. The 
defense won't be able to cover up 
scoring deficiencies this year after 
graduating several top producers, 
including linebacker Xavier Russo 
(80 tackles) and defensive back 
Patrick O'Neill (8 pass breakups). 
However, the offense could be more 
explosive with quarterback Marcus 
Fuller (2,618 passing yards) and 
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leading pass catcher Brian Strachan 
(56 receptions) returning for their 
fifth years. Senior Andrew Coke isa 
versatile running back (516 rushing 
yards, 23 receptions) who could 
score double-digit touchdowns 
this year after getting five on the 
ground in 2014. 

Princeton's (5-5, 3-4) 
fourth-ranked offense will struggle 
this year with the most seasoned 
skill-position starter returning 
being senior running back DiAndre 
‘Atwater (486 rushing yards). The 
defense, though, will be formidable 
with 10 starters back, including 
five who had more than 40 tackles 
last year, and two—defensive back 
Dorian Williams and linebacker 
Rohan Hylton—with more than 
70, But overcoming offensive 
shortcomings will be a major task 
for the Tigers. 

(2-8, 2-5) is 
tied with Harvard and Dartmouth 
with 16 Ivy League titles, but a 
17th in 2015 is pretty unlikely. The 
‘Quakers will have a rough go of it 
with key departures on every unit, 
The only intact group for new head 
coach Ray Priore is the defensive 
line with Tyler Drake, Jack Madden 
and Corey Power (14 combined 
tackles for loss). Quarterback Alek 
Torgersen should be effective after 
passing for 2,689 yards last season, 
but he'll be working without his top 
two receivers from 2014. 

Cornell (1-9, 1-6) and 
Columbia (0-10, 0-7) will bring 
up the rear again in the Ivy. The 
Big Red’s sole win last year came 
against its lowly counterpart, and 
that by just three points, 30-27, 
The Lions will put up a fight, 
though, with new head coach 
and former longtime Penn boss 
Al Bagnoli. But neither squad will 
muster up the talent to compete 
with the upper half of the Ivy in 
2015. 
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MEAC shifts 
directions with 
Celebration Bowl 


BY LUT WILLIAMS: 


The MEAC made a major shift 
in direction when it gave up its 
automatic berth to the FCS playoffs 
and its seat on the 11-member FCS 
Selection Committee to partner 
with ESPN on a six-year deal for 
its champion to play in the new 
postseason Celebration Bowl (Dec. 
19) in Atlanta against the SWAC 
champion. 

Expect greater competition for 
the bowl berth as four new coaches 
with solid credentials—former 
James Madison head man Alex 
Wood (Florida A&M), former 
Richmond head coach Latrell 
Scott (Norfolk State) and veteran 
assistants Terry Sims (Bethune- 
Cookman) and Kenny Carter 
(Delaware State)—join a league 
that had an unprecedented five 
co-champions in 2014. 


Defense is the element that 
separates South Carolina State 
(8-4, 6-2 MEAC last year) from the 
rest of the contenders. Defensive 
lineman Javon Hargrave, who was 
among the best in the FCS with 16 
sacks (1,33 per game), and MEAC 
Rookie of the Year Darius Leonard, 
a linebacker with 87 tackles and 
five sacks last season, are the 
ringleaders of a celebrated group 
that includes All-MEAC corner and 
kick returner Antonio Hamilton. 

Veteran Adrian Kollock returns 
at quarterback with Jalen "Scoot" 
‘Simmons the kingpin ofa deep set 
of running backs, 

Speed is the calling card for 
‘North Carolina A&T (9-3, 6-2) 
and diminutive (5-6, 172 pounds) 
running back Tarik Cohen and a 
host of others have it in spades. 
Cohen has two 1,000-yard seasons 
in the books but had a late fumble 
ina season-ending loss to rival N.C. 
Central that cost the Aggies the 
outright league title. Minnesota 
transfer Donovahn Jones joins 
Denzel Keyes (24 receptions, 6 TDs) 
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as the top receiving targets. The 
offensive line lost three starters. 

The speed extends to the defense 
and in the return game, where Tony 
McRae excels. Nose tackle Marquis 
Ragland, linebacker Denzel Jones 
and strong safety Landis Shoffner 
are dependable veterans. 

North Carolina Central 
(7-5, 6-2) players bought in to. 
coach Jerry Mack's schemes and 
philosophies quick enough to grab 
a share of the school’s first-ever 
MEAC football championship in his 
first season, 

The Eagles are again title 
contenders after adding a talented 
recruiting class to a squad that 
features eignt returning AU-MEAC 
picks, including quarterback 
Malcolm Bell, receivers Adrian 
Wilkins and Quentin Atkinson, 
offensive lineman Clevonne Davis, 
defensive back C.J. Moore and 
defensive back/return specialist 
Michael Jones. 

Terry Sims takes the reins at 

(9-3, 6-2) 
after helping former head coach 
Brian Jenkins win four titles in 
five years as his top assistant. 
Quarterbacks Quentin Williams 
and Larry Brihm and running backs 
Anthony Jordan and Mike Jones are 
skill-position vets who should ease 
the transition. 

The Wildcats lost nine of their 
top 10 tacklers on defense but 
‘Sims says able replacements are in 
the wings. Senior lineman Junior 
Estelus and senior safety Marquis 
Drayton are mainstays. 

Last season, quarterback Moses 
Skillon and 1,000-yard running 
back Herb Walker Jr. got Morgan 
State (7-6, 6-2) and new coach Lee 
Hull a share of its first MEAC title in 
20 years and first-ever FCS playoff 
berth. Lamont Brown III, the team's 
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leading rusher in 2013, is back after 
missing nearly all of last season 

to give the Bears two legit threats 
in the backfield. Veteran QB Seth 
Higgins also returns. 

The Bears must find playmakers. 
on defense after losing three all- 
conference standouts in linebacker 
Cody Acker, end Chris Robinson and 
Paul Eatman in the secondary. 

Defensive breakdowns and 
inconsistent quarterback play 
plagued Hampton (3-9, 2-6) 
in coach Connell Maynor's first 
year directing the Pirates. David 
Watford, who started 13 games at 
quarterback for the University of 
Virginia in 2013, is immediately 
eligible as a graduate transfer. 

He'll try to unseat effective 
late-season starter Jerrell Antoine. 
MEAC receptions and yardage 
leader Twarm Mixon heads a deep 
receiving corps, while Eric Carter 
will step in for departed 1,000-yard 
rusher Jorrian Washington as the 
feature back. 


Linebacker Joshua Thorne (113 
tackles) and end Miles Grooms 
are the senior defensive leaders. 
Maynor shuffled his coaching staff 
in the offseason and brought in 12 
newcomers to address deficiencies 
in the defensive unit. 

Fresh off leading Virginia State 
toa CIAA title and NCAA Division. 

2 playoff berth, Latrell Scott takes 
over at Norfolk State (4-8, 4-4) 
with much of his former staff in 
tow. Sophomore quarterback 
Terrence Ervin and an offense that 
averaged less than 12 points per 
game should benefit from Scott's 
extensive offensive background. 

The Spartans’ defense, a high- 
performing group under former 
head coach Pete Adrian, lost some 
key pieces but remains strong thanks 
to the return of senior linebackers 
Deon King and Lamar Neal. 

The biggest task facing Howard 
(5-7, 3-5) will be finding a 
replacement for QB Greg McGhee— 
the four-year starter finished his 
time with the Bison as the MEAC’s 
career total offense leader—and 
shoring up a defense that 
surrendered 418 yards per game. 

A 25-year coaching career that 
includes stints with Joe Paterno, 
Urban Meyer and Charlie Strong 
will. come in handy for tonatime 
assistant Kenny Carter as he tries to 
revive the Delaware State (2-10, 
2-6) program. Ditto for 35-year 
coaching veteran Alex Wood at 
Florida A&M (3-9, 3-6). 

Fundamentals like running the 
ball and stopping the run were 
at the heart of Delaware State's 
troubles last season. Carter will 
build the defense around back 
Terrick Colston and linebacker Elbie 
Williams and seek better form from 
running backs Jamal Jackson and 
Dae-Hon Cheung. 

Senior linebacker Akil Blountis 
the lone all-conference returnee 
at FAMU. Wood believes the O-line 
is one of the strong suits for the 
Rattlers. 

Savannah State (0-12, 0-8) 
was beat up early and late ina 
winless 2014 campaign. Coach 
Ernest Wilson II enters his third 
season trying to get the Tigers 
untracked while facing yearlong 
practice restrictions due to NCAA 
violations. 
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MVFC gaveitself 
ahardact to follow 
last season 


BYRANDY REINHARDT 


ton (IE) Pata 


The Missouri Valley Football 
Conference simply couldn't lose 
when perennial league flag-wavers 
North Dakota State and Illinois 
State met for the FCS national 
championship back in January. 

And even before the Bison edged 
the Redbirds in a classic title game, 
the Valley didn’t lose much either. 
‘The MVFC posted an eye-popping 
30-2 record against nonconference 
FCS opponents. The league's 
five playoff teams earned an FCS. 
playoff-record 10 victories. 


Even amid all those elite 
programs, North Dakota State 
(15-1, 7-1 MVFC) stands tall. The 
Bison claimed an unprecedented 
fourth straight national crown 
and do not appear destined fora 
downturn. 

Senior quarterback Carson Wentz 
headlines a group of eight returning 
offensive starters. Last season, 
Wentz became the first 3,000-yard 
passer in school history and rushed 
for 642. He will be throwing to 
Zach Vraa and emerging sophomore 
RJ Urzendowski. 

Tailbacks King Frazier and Chase 
Morlock are capable of stepping 
in for 1,994-yard rusher John 
Crockett. On the offensive line, 
former all-conference left guard 
Zack Johnson is back after sitting 
‘out 2014 with a knee injury to join 
standout tackle Joe Haeg. 

Defensively, NDSU needs fresh 
faces at end and outside linebacker. 
Tackles Nate Tanguay and Brian 
Schaetz and cornerbacks CJ Smith 
and Jordan Champion are savvy 
defenders, while junior middle 
linebacker Nick DeLuca gained 
valuable late-season experience a 
year ago. 

Minois State (13-2, 7-1) 
‘welcomes hack possibly the top 
quarterback-tailback tandem in 
FCS. Quarterback Tre Roberson 
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was named MVFC Newcomer of the 
Year after passing for 3,221 yards 
and rushing for 1,029 last year, 
while runner Marshaun Coprich put 
together an All-America season, 
rushing for 2,274 yards and 27 
touchdowns. 

Guard Kyle Avaloy and center 
Mark Spelman return, but the 
Redbirds need three new starting 
offensive linemen and are looking 
for youngsters to claim spots at 
wide receiver and tight end. 

The ISU defense has two first- 
team all-conference performers 
returning in end Teddy Corwin 
and linebacker Pat Meehan. A 
key addition is University of lowa 
transfer Reggie Spearman at 
outside linebacker. 

Youngstown State (7-5, 4-4) 
brought in former Nebraska head 
coach and Youngstown native Bo 
Pelini as its new mentor. After a 
67-27 record with the Cornhuskers, 
Pelini figures to continue winning in 
northeast Ohio. 
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He'll be greeted by several 
returning Penguin playmakers 
led by quarterback Hunter Wells, 
tailback Martin Ruiz and receiver 
Andrew Williams. Justin Spencer, 
Trevor Strickland, Brock Eisenhuth 
‘and Dylan Colucci are back to 
provide the muscle up front, so the 
YSU offense should be formidable. 

The Youngstown defensive line 
is stout with Nebraska transfer end 
‘Avery Moss joining Derek Rivers, 
Emmanuel Kromah and Terrell 
Williams. 

Northern lowa (9-5, 6-2) 
was the only team to defeat North 
Dakota State and Illinois State in 
regular-season play last year, and 
‘the Panthers return a superior 
defense spearheaded by linebacker 
Brett McMakin, end Isaac Ales and 
backs Deiondre’ Hall and Tim Kilfoy. 

Do-everything tailback David 
Johnson's next appearance will be 
at the NFL Draft, so Rutgers transfer 
Savon Huggins could step right in 
at tailback. Aaron Bailey, a transfer 
from the University of Illinois, 
appeared headed to UNI at press 
time to battle Sawyer Kollmorgen 
for the quarterback job. 

indiana State (8-6, 4-4) 
rebounded from a 1-11 freefall in 
2013 to 8-6 with a playoff triumph 
a year ago. Linebacker Connor 
Underwood is an All-American, 
while linebacker Kendall Walker, 
cornerbacks Travis Starks and Alex 
‘Stowers and safeties Mark Sewall 
and Tsati Lough will help bolster a 
sound defense. Former Cal player 
Zach Kline will challenge Matt 
Adam, last season's backup, for the 
Sycamores’ starting QB job. 

South Dakota State (9-5, 
5-3) has some of the top players in 
school history to replace as it seeks 
a fifth straight NCAA playoff berth. 
Gone are school record-holders in 
All-America tailback Zach Zenner, 
quarterback Austin Sumner and 
receiver Jason Schneider. Zach 
Lujan is the most experienced 
quarterback option, while a group of 
running backs are in line to divvy-up 
Zenner's workload, Receiver Jake 
Wieneke was last season's MVFC 
Freshman of the Year. Lineman Cole 
Langer and linebacker TJ. Lally are 
top-notch defenders. 

Western Illinois (5-7, 3-5) 
is expecting big things from an 
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offense that boasts quarterback 
Trenton Norvell, all-league receiver 
Lance Lenoir, running back Devon 
Moore and six seasoned linemen. 
Better defense could vault the 
Leathernecks into the league's 
upper half. However, Western was 
last in Valley pass defense a year 
ago and linebackers Kevin Kintzel 
and Luke Venegoni have departed. 

Souther Illinois (6-6, 3-5) 
quarterback Mark lannotti passed 
for 2,241 yards and 22 touchdowns 
a year ago, but the 6-2, 227-pound 
senior no longer has weapons 
like tight end MyCole Pruitt and 
tailback Malcolm Agnew at his 
disposal. Sophomore running back 
Cameron Waiter could emerge as 
the primary ballcarrier. Coach Dale 
Lennon has surrendered his duties 
as defensive coordinator to David 
Elson, a former Valley head coach 
at Western Kentucky. 

Missouri State (4-8, 1-7) 
brought in Missouri defensive 
coordinator Dave Steckel as head 
coach after the Bears won just 
one conference contest last year. 
Steckel will build around center 
Robert Booker and tailback Calan 
Crowder on offense. The defense 
welcomes back three line starters in 
Brad Pryor, Cecil Bratton and James 
Barnes and linebackers Dylan Cole 
and Christian Hoffmann, 

South Dakota (2-10, 0-8) has 
plenty of experience returning in 
the form of 20 starters from 2014. 
But the Coyotes, who were winless 
in league play and are 3-19 in three 
years of MVFC contests, must prove 
they are capable of getting victories 
in the rugged Valley. Quarterback 
Kevin Earl and tailback Trevor 
Bouma fell victim to an injury 
epidemic on the Coyotes’ offense 
last season, but they are back and 
will be counted on heavily. 
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Red (news) Flash: 
SFU's time is now 


BY STEVE AMEDIO 


The NEC's best teams have the 
league's best quarterbacks, Four 
signal-callers passed for at least 
1,455 yards in 2014, Three of 
them return, and they should figure 
prominently in deciding who wins 
this season's title. 

The group includes St. Francis’ 
Zack Drayer, the least prolific of the 
four (112-of-195, 1,455 yards and 
115 touchdowns in 2014) but the 
‘one who has the best surrounding 
cast. 

The Red Flash exceeded 
‘expectations a year ago by having 
the league's best running game. 
Senior ballcarrier Khairi Dickson 
was the NEC's Offensive Player 
of the Year, while backfield mate 
Marcus Bagley was the conference's 
Rookie of the Year. 

Ayear ago, Sacred Heart and 
Wagner shared the league’s best 
record, but Saint Francis appears. 
armed to make that distinction its 
ownin 2015, 


The rise up the NEC tadder for 
Saint Francis (5-6, 3-3 NECin 
2014) has been a slow one. After 
a 3-28 overall record from 2008 
through 2011, the Red Flash have 
produced three straight .500 
finishes in conference play. Ifa 
breakthrough year is to occur, this 
is appears to be it. 

Saint Francis had the best overall 
offense in the NEC last season, the 
best pass-run balance, and all the 
key skill-position players are back, 

Rushing yards will be provided 
by 2014 NEC Offensive Player of 
the Year Khairi Dickson, whose 
155.3-yard average per game 
was tops nationally at the FCS 
level. When he gets tired, the Red 
Flash can turn to last season's 
NEC Offensive Rookie of the Year, 
Marcus Bagley, who rushed for 427 
yards as a freshman (5.6 per carry). 

The aerial attack will be led again 
by 6-3 junior quarterback Zack 
Drayer and his top target, senior 
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scatback Anthony Abeid, who had 
28 catches for 497 yards in 2014. 

The Red Flash need to shore up 
both lines, but six starters are back 
on defense. 

Bryant (8-3, 4-2) appears best 
equipped to challenge SFU, as the 
Bulldogs return nine offensive 
starters that include standout junior 
quarterback Dalton Easton (2,007 
passing yards, 20 TDs last season). 
His top target is senior wide 
receiver Chad Ward (46 catches, 
647 yards), while running back 
Ricardo McCray is an all-purpose 
threat who scored 14 touchdowns 
last year and had 17 plays of 20 or 
more yards. 

Defensively, linebackers 
Marquise Watson and Patrick 
Kenney are solid, but Bryant has 
only three starters back on that side 
of the ball. 

The return of last season’s best 
NEC passer, RJ Noel (202-for-386, 
2,477 yards, 23 TDs), and his top 
receiving target, wideout Moses 
Webb (37 catches, 577 yards), 
should ensure that the league's 
FCS playoff representative from a 
year ago, Sacred Heart (9-3, 5-1), 
won't fall far from the top. 

The Pioneers also have two of 
the top linebackers in the ‘eaque 
returning in first-team All-NEC 
choice James Rentz and second- 
teamer Kevin Barry. Sacred Heart 
graduated seven starters on 
both sides of the ball, however, 
and doesn’t figure to be quite as 
dominant as a year ago when it 
led the league in 12 defensive 
categories. 

Wagner (7-4, 5-1) lost 
longtime coach Walt Hametine (223 
wins in 34 years) to retirement, 
but former offensive coordinator 
Jason Houghtaling’s promotion 
ensures continuity. The first order 
of business for Houghtaling will be 
settling on a starting quarterback 
between seniors Chris Andrews 
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that enabled Andrews to step up. 
Whoever wins the job, his top target 
is likely to be fifth-year senior 
Anthony Carrington (63 career 
receptions), who missed all of 2014 
witha knee injury. 


Defensive tackle Fidel Okoye, an 
All-NEC pick in 2013, also returns 
after missing last year with a knee 
injury. He'll help anchor a detense 
that includes last year’s All-NEC 
noseguard, 6-2, 280-pound Al 
Page, and linebackers Greg Hilliard 
and Najee Harris. 

Duquesne (6-6, 2-4) could also 
be in the mix with an offense led by 
junior quarterback Dillon Buechel 
(2,015 passing yards, 14 TDs) and 
6-1, 196-pound wide receiver Chris 
King (68 catches, 1,127 yards). 
Four starters on the offensive line 
return, but the Dukes need to shore 
up what was a weak ground attack 
in 2014, 

Defensively, eight starters are 
back, led by two stellar linebackers: 
NEC Defensive Rookie of the Year 
Nathan Stone and second-team 
AIL-NEC selection Sam Martello. 

Central Connecticut State 


(3-9, 1-5) will be better this year if 
it can find a sufficient replacement 
for quarterback Nick SanGiacomo, 
who chose not to return for his 
senior campaign after throwing 

for 2,108 yards last season. 
Sophomore Tavion Pauldo (7-of-8 
passing for 64 yards) will get first 
shot at replacing SanGiacomo. 
Running back Brenden Lytton, who 
rushed for 450 yards in 2014, is the 
top offensive threat returning. 

The Blue Devils’ strength should 
be on the defensive side, where 
eight starters return. 

\f Robert Morris (1-10, 1-5) 
is to go 500 for the first time 
since 2010, it needs young players 
to mature quickly, Case in point: 
seven of its 11 defensive starters in 
2014's final contest were freshmen 
or sophomores. The return of 
defensive back Marcelis Branch, 
who sat out last season but was the 
NEC's Defensive Rookie of the Year 
in 2012, willhelp. 

Offensively, junior Luke 
Brumbaugh (83-of-166 passing for 
672 yards in 2014) received the 
most time of four quarterbacks last 
season. The Colonials also havea 
capable rusher in sophomore back 
Rameses Owens, who went over 
150 yards in two games before a 
midseason injury sidelined him. 
The offense, however, needs to 
significantly reduce its minus-20 
turnover margin from 2014. 
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With 10 All-OVC 
picks back, JSU 
Gamecocks should 
rule the roost 


BY MICHAEL GRANT 


It looks like it should be a 
three-team race for the Ohio 
Valley Conference this season 
among Jacksonville State, Eastern 
Kentucky and Eastern Illinois. All 
three could reach the FCS playoffs. 
Last season, JSU and EKU both lost 
their playoff openers at home. 

Jacksonville State, which has 
several key starters returning, 
goes into the season as a favorite. 
The Gamecocks will try to string 
together back-to-back 8-0 OVC 
seasons, The last school to go 8-0 
in consecutive years of league play 
was Murray State in 1995-96. 
Watch out for Eastern Kentucky, 
however, as the Colonels could 
make a surge to the top with some 
high-impact FBS transfers. 


Jacksonville State (10-2, 

8-0 OVC last season) returns 10 
All-OVC selections. The offense 
was fourth in the FCS with 510.8 
yards of total offense per game, 

a school record. It will need to 
replace top running back DaMarcus 
James (1,151 yards, 14 TDs), but 
returning seniors Troymaine Pope 
(715 yards, 6 TDs) and Miles Jones 
(630, 7) are good rushing options. 
The Gamecocks also have All-OVC 
quarterback Eli Jenkins, who passed 
for 1,870 yards and rushed for 698 
more in 2014. 

Defensive tackle Devaunte 
Sigler, the reigning OVC Defensive 
Player of the Year, is back, The 
Auburn transfer had 31 tackles 
(8.0 for loss), 3.5 sacks and 
an interception last year. The 
Gamecocks will add UAB transfer 
Joseph Roberts at defensive end. 

For Eastern Kentucky (9-4, 
6-2), it all starts with senior 
running back Dy'Shawn Mobley. 
The former University of Kentucky 
player and 2014 OVC Offensive 
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Player of the Year was 12th in the 
FCS in rushing yards (1,491) and 
tied for seventh in rushing TDs 
(20). Mobley tied a conference 
single-game mark with six total TDs 
and five rushing scores ina victory 
‘over Murray State. 

Mobley will be helped by 
an offensive line that features 
first-team All-OVC tackle Brett 
Eyckmans and second-team All- 
OVC guard Trey Shelton. 

The biggest question will be 
at quarterback, University of 
Cincinnati transfer Bennie Coney 
played in 11 games last year at EKU 
but completed just 53.8 percent of 
his passes. 

Defensively, EKU returns 
eight starters and will add two 
FBS transfers: end Noah Spence 
(ex-Ohio State) and linebacker 
D'vonta Derricott (Kansas State). 
Spence was a 2013 first-team All- 
Big Ten selection but missed all of 
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last season after reportedly failing a 
second drug test. 

Eastern Illinois (5-7, 5-3) 
has seven starters returning on 
both offense and defense. Former 
University of Kentucky quarterback 
Jalen Whitlow was a second-team 
AIL-OVC pick in 2014. The dual 
threat rushed for 792 yards and 
12 TDs and passed for 2.075 vards 
and 15 scores. He'll get some 
competition at QB this season from 
Syracuse transfer Mitch Kimball. 

Eastern should be especially 
strong in the rushing game, where 
Shepard Little finished eighth 
nationally in yards per carry (6.43) 
and gained 797 yards last year. The 
Panthers also added two impact 
FBS transfers at running back in 
Korliss Marshall (ex-Arkansas) and 
Devin Church (Illinois). 

Jason Simpson is the winningest 
active coach in the OVC and UT 
Martin (6-6, 5-3) has been fairly 
consistent since his first season in 
2006. 

The defense has seven returning 
starters led by linebacker Nick 
Dance and cornerback Jordan. 
Landry. Dance had 56 tackles, 
five tackles for a loss and a pair of 
forced fumbles last season. The 
Skyhawks will also add former 
UAB defensive lineman Parrish 
Huddleston as a transfer. 

Tennessee State (6-6, 3-5) 
could be in rebuilding mode with 
Just eight starters back—four on 
offense, two on defense. 

The Tigers do have three 
‘incoming FBS transfers. Offensive 
tackle Duaron Williams (ex-lowa 
State) is a former three-star recruit 
and was ranked among the top 
30 prep guards in the country. 
Cornerback David Kamara (Ole 
Miss) was also a three-star recruit. 
Tight end Radney Morris (WAR) 
redshirted last year for the Blazers. 

Looking for an OVC team that 
could make a jump? Tennessee 
Tech (5-7, 4-4) has 17 starters 
returning fora team that beat 
FCS playoff-bound Indiana State. 
The defense will be led by middle 
linebacker Tra'Darius Goff, who 
returns for his senior campaign 
after taking a medical redshirt last 
year. He was a 2014 preseason 
All-OVC selection. 

At Southeast Missouri (5-7, 
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3-5), having All-OVC wide receiver 
Paul McRoberts healthy for the 
entire season will help. He caught 
44 passes for 711 yards and nine 
touchdowns in seven games last 
year. McRoberts had six TD catches 
in the first four games but missed 
five contests due to injury. Junior 
Kicker Ryan McCrum earned All- 
OVC honors. He was the only player 
in the FCS with four field goals of 
50 yards or longer in 2014. 

Mitch Stewart was promoted 
from offensive coordinator after 
Chris Hatcher left to take over the 
head-coaching job at Samford, 
so there's new blood at the top 
of the Murray State (3-9, 1-7) 
program. Stewart's top player will 
be All-America kick returner Pokey 
Harris, who returned three kicks for 
touchdowns to lead the nation last 
season and rushed for 627 yards 
from his tailback position (5.9 per 
carry). 

Junior quarterback KD. 
Humphries is one of nine returning 
starters. He led the league in 
passing yards (3,483), TD passes 
(27) and completion percentage 
(67.4). The Racers also added 
troubled FBS transfer Zeke Pike, a 
6-6, 250-pound senior who played 
quarterback at Auburn and tight 
end at Louisville before being 
dismissed from both programs. 

Austin Peay (1-11, 1-7) returns 
eight starters for an offense that 
scored an FCS-low 9.7 points per 
game and was sixth worst in total 
offense (249.8 yards per game). 
The Governors brought in 13 new 
offensive linemen to help improve 
their attack, 

The defense was also porous last 
year, allowing 43.6 points per game 
(fourth most in the nation), but 
junior linebacker Antonio Turner 
showed promise with 81 tackles, 
including seven for loss. 
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Scathack Edmonds 
enough to separate 
Rams fromrest of 
the Patriot pack 


BY PATRICK STEVENS 


The reigning conference 
champion saw its roster wiped 

out by graduation. Last year’s 
runner-up finds itself down most of 
its all-conference players. And no 
one else in the seven-team league 
registered a winning record, either 
overall or in conference play. 

Such is life in the Patriot League, 
which might not have as explosive 
a team as Fordham was a year 
ago but is a decent bet to have an 
increase in parity in 2015. 


Still, for all Fordham lost—and 
it saw 18 starters exit from last 
year’s 11-3 playoff team-it still 
has amassed its share of talent in 
recent years. Sophomore tailback 
Chase Edmonds gives coach Joe 
Moorhead an established piece to 
build around on offense, something 
to be valued after the graduation of 
quarterback Mike Nebrich. 

The Rams don't havea 
quarterback on the roster who has 
thrown a pass in a college game, a 
significant concern. They are also 
down their four leading receivers, 
with 6-8 tight end Phazahn Odom 
an intriguing candidate for a larger 
role. 

There might be greater issues 
on the other side of the ball, where 
linebacker George Dawson is the 
defense's lone returning starter. 

If Fordham is to repeat as Patriot 
champions, it will have to happen 
with a dramatically different cast. 

While the Rams fielded the 
Patriot's best offense a season ago, 
it was Bucknell that boasted the 
stingiest defense while finishing 
8-3, While some of the stars of that 
bunch depart, including conference 
Defensive Player of the Year Evan 
Byers, there remains strength 
in the secondary. The Bison lose 
only 10 of their 55 starts in the 
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secondary, and safety Clayton 
Ewell (4.5 sacks, 4 interceptions) 
figures to be an all-conference 
anchor. 

Offensively, quarterback R.J. 
Nitti returns after missing some 
time with injury last season, while 
tailback C.J. Williams rushed for 
901 yards in only eight games. 

Fora team that loves a power 
running game like Colgate, the 
presence of an ample supply of 
starter-quality offensive linemen 
isan encouraging sign. That is 
the case for the Raiders (5-7 last 
season) as they look to build on 
rumbling for 181 rushing yards 
per game last season, the most 
in the Patriot League. Look for 
Colgate to lean heavily on the run 
as junior quarterback Jake Melville 
continues to mature, 

The Raiders were also adept 
at stopping the ground game last 
season, but the graduation of 
linebacker Kris Kent (12 tackles 
for loss) is a substantial one. 
Linebacker Kyle Diener, who led 
Colgate with 89 tackles last season, 
does return, and there is optimism 
Pat Afriyie (who had three sacks in 
the Raiders’ season-ending defeat 
of Bucknell) can enjoy a breakout 
season as a sophomore. 

Lafayette closed out last 
season with back-to-back victories, 
finishing 5-6, but faces the task 
of replacing graduated tailback 
Ross Scheuerman (1,191 yards, 12 
TDs), The Leopards might need to 
rely more on junior quarterbacks 
Drew Reed and Blake Searfoss, who 
split time last year and combined 
for 15 touchdown passes and 13 
interceptions. 

Defensively, safety Matt Smalley 
will again be a pivotal figure for 
Lafayette. Twice a first-team All- 
Patriot selection, Smalley broke up 
11 passes and picked off another 
in 2014. 
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Last year was a step back for 
Lehigh, which won 39 games 
between 2010 and 2013 before 
producing a 3-8 mark in 2014. 
But there's enough returning on 
offense to suggest the Mountain 
Hawks can bounce back to some 
degree, 

Junior Nick Shafnisky leads 
all Patriot League returnees in 
passing yards (2,370) and passing 
touchdowns (14), and sophomore 
wideout Troy Pelletier should 
be one of the conference's top 
targets. There is less certainty on 
defense, where Lehigh ranked last 
in the Patriot in points, rushing 
yards and passing yards a season 
ago. The difference between 
modest improvement and a big 
step forward rests on that side of 
the ball. 

Holy Cross is a credible 
candidate to approach or even 
surpass 500 overall after suffering 
six of its eight defeats (4-8 overall) 
bya touchdown or less last season, 
Peter Pujals threw for 2,353 yards 
and 10 TDs and rushed for 705 
yards and six scores last season, 
and should again be among 
the league's most productive 
quarterbacks. 

The Crusaders will need some 
improvement on defense, where 
eight starters return from a unit 
that ranked ahead of only Lehigh 
in both points and yards allowed. 
Linebacker John Zakrzewski (team- 
high 103 tackles) should contend 
for all-conference honors. 

Georgetown continues to try to 
gain traction despite not offering 
scholarships, and there is talent in 
place for the Hoyas to improve on 
last season's 3-8 mark in coach Rob 
Sgarlata's first season. Running 
back Jo’el Kimpela averaged 5.3 
yards per carry and enters his 
final season as healthy as he has 
been at any time in his career. 
Senior quarterback Kyle Nolan, 
meanwhile, has started for nearly 
two and a half seasons. 

The Hoyas have a massive hole 
on defense after the graduation 
of Alec May (16.5 sacks), though 
junior Phil Novacki will havea 
chance to fill that role at end. 
Senior Ettian Scott, who had 16 
passes defended last season, is a 
critical figure in the secondary, 


179 


PIONEER 


PIONEER-FOOTBALL.OAG 


Dolphins are 
swimming with 
strong tide in PFL 


BY: Bae GENTRY. 


No doubt, the automatic FCS 
playoff bid the Pioneer Football 
League gained in 2013 has 
strengthened competitiveness 
in what was already a scrappy 
conference. But ironically, the 
actual winner of the conference 
season has yet to benefit from 
it. Jacksonville, like San Diego in 
2013, would have advanced to 
‘the FCS playoffs last year had it 
not banned itself from postseason 
play after a November discovery of 
improper financial-aid distribution 
in previous seasons, 


Jacksonville (9-2, 7-1) is 
again the team to beat thanks to 
senior quarterback Kade Bell, who 
led the PFL last year with career 
highs of 3,181 passing yards and 
31 touchdowns. His value will be 
seen most in his ability to produce 
without three of his top four targets 
returning at wide receiver. The 
leading pass catcher, senior Andy 
Jones (46 receptions), remains, 
however, and he could see upwards 
of 60 catches and 10 touchdowns 
this year. The Dolphins’ defense 
should be steady with linebackers 
D.J, Howard and Grady Redding 
(154 combined tackles) and senior 
defensive back Dallas Jackson (5 
interceptions). 

San Diego (9-3, 7-1) was the 
official PFL champion last year 
with a third straight seven-win 
conference season, First-year 
starting running back Jonah Hodges 
had the second-most rushing yards 
during the league campaign with 
945 yards and he should see more 
carries in his sophomore go-round 
with the loss of quarterback Keith 
Williams and leading receivers 
Brandon White and Reggie Bell 
(16 combined TD receptions). 
Sophomore linebacker Nic Henson 
(90 tackles, 2.5 sacks) takes over 
the leading role for graduated 
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AIL-PFL linebacker Una Hamala on 
defense. The Toreros’ nine wins in 
2014 were decided by an average 
of 8.3 points, which highlights 
coach Dale Lindsey's ability to guide 
USD during the tight ones. 

Dayton (8-3, 6-2) is led by the 
reigning PFL Offensive Player of the 
Year, Connor Kascor, who rushed 
for 1,115 yards and 14 touchdowns 
in eight conference games last year. 
Sophomore Blake Bir and fifth-year 
senior Luke Johnson will battle to 
replace four-year starter Will Bardo 
at quarterback, Defensively, junior 
Nate Sudnick stepped up in 2014 
at defensive end with 11.5 tackles 
for loss and 5.5 sacks. Behind him 
is All-PFL first-team linebacker 
Christopher Beaschler (101 tackles) 
and a stellar secondary (12 INTs, 12 
tackles for loss, 23 pass breakups). 

Drake (7-4, 6-2) graduated left 
guard Troy Whitmer, who helped 
stabilize an offense that often 
struggled (10th in PFL scoring). 
Coach Rick Fox says, as the 
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offensive play-caller, he needs to 
put quarterback Andy Rice (11 TDs, 
11 INTs) in better situations. Senior 
linebacker John Hugunin averaged 
double-digit tackles last year. His 
fellow roamers in the middle and 

in the secondary (16 combined 
turnovers) should help make Drake 
the best defense in the conference 
for another season. 

Morehead State (4-8, 3-5) 
played well offensively in 2014 
(third in PFL scoring, second in 
yards) but had the conference's 
second-worst defense. Coach 
Rob Tenyer brought in anew 
defensive coordinator and returns 
11 defensive players who started 
at least five games last year, most 
notably linebacker Luke Keller (87 
tackles, 6 sacks) and cornerback 
Justin Grier. On offense, junior 
quarterback Austin Gahafer returns 
to try to eclipse his 2,840-yard, 
23-touchdown sophomore 
campaign. 

‘Campbell (5-7, 4-4) coach 
Mike Minter, the longtime former 
NFL safety, says being three 
touchdowns froma 7-1 conference 
record last year showed him that 
the Camels can compete for the PFL 
crown. Their running game should 
be one of the better ones in the 
league, with bruising junior backs 
DeShawn Jones, Keith Goss and 
Jared Joyner taking turns carrying 
the ball. Also, graduate-transfer 
quarterback Kameron Bryant 
will bring high-level experience 
under center as a former starter at 
Appalachian State. Defensive back 
Brandon Mobley will play with a 
chip on his shoulder after being 
snubbed from the All-PFL teams 
despite three pick-sixes in 2014. 

Stetson (5-7, 3-5) hasa 
good supply of playmakers, but 
improvement in the Pioneer 
standings isn’t likely. Reigning 
PFL Defensive Player of the Year 
Donald Payne (185 tackles, 19 
tackles for loss) and fellow all- 
‘conference honorees Ryan Powers 
and Chris Atkins combined for 
13 interceptions last year. Junior 
running back Cole Mazza found the 
end zone 10 times and quarterback 
Ryan Tetler was fourth in the PFL 
with 17 touchdown tosses. 

Valparaiso (4-8, 2-6) was 
outscored 76-16 in its first two 
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games last season but finished 
witha 17-3 win over Butler, which 
defeated the Crusaders 72-12 
in 2013, and a five-point loss to 
conference champion San Diego 
ona last-second "Hail Mary” pass. 
Scott Staal and Ryan Clarke are 
vying to be Valpo's third starting QB 
in three seasons—a revolving door 
that coach Dave Cecchini says is a 
challenge for him. All-conference 
senior linebacker Alex Green (108 
tackles) will lead the defense. 

Butler (4-7, 2-6) had just two 
all-conference selections last 
season in offensive lineman Michael 
Demos and punter Brian Akialis. But 
coach Jeff Voris considers Demos 
the leader of the team and points 
out that Akialis, along with fellow 
senior, kicker Jonathan Treloar, 
makes the special teams a weapon 
for the Bulldogs. Demos will protect 
senior quarterback Matt Shiltz, who 
‘threw 10 touchdown passes in six 
games before a season-ending hand 
injury in 2014. 

Marist (4-7, 4-4) was dead 
last in the conference in offense 
last season, and the Red Foxes 
were buoyed by a high-performing 
defense that featured the conference 
leader in interceptions, Zach Adler 
(7 picks), and five other players who 
had 65 or more tackles. Adler is the 
sole returnee from that group. The 
offense will lean heavily on senior 
receiver Matt Tralli (69 receptions). 

Davidson (1-11, 0-8) has gone 
winless in the PFL during the last two 
seasons and expectations shouldn't 
be too high. The lone returning all- 
conference first-teamer is wideout 
William Morris, who led Pioneer 
receivers in receptions (98) and 
receiving yards (1,224) last year. 
Sophomore Taylor Mitchell (2 TDs, 
1LINTs) and junior John Cook will 
compete for the QB job. 
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Experience will 
rule the day for 
SoCon as returning 
starters abound 


BY WILLLONG 


If experience counts for 
something, then the Southern 
Conference is in for a treat in 2015, 
Every team returns at least 14 
starters from last season, including 
four teams—Mercer, VMI, Western 
Carolina and Wofford—that bring 
back 18 or more. 

East Tennessee State will begin 
playing football for the first time 
since 2003 although the Bucs will 
be an independent this season. 
And there will be two new head 
coaches around the league as Chris 
Hatcher takes over at Samford and 
Scott Wachenheim replaces Sparky 
Woods at VMI. 


Chattanooga (10-4, 7-0) 
‘emerged from post-realignment on 
top of the SoCon, earning the Mocs’ 
first trip tothe FCS playoffs since 
1984, And coach Russ Huesman will 
have enough firepower returning 
to make it another memorable 
season in the Scenic City. It starts 
with his son, Jacob Huesman, at 
quarterback. The younger Huesman 
(2,731 passing yards, 1,009 
rushing yards, 37 total TDs) has 
won the SoCon Offensive Player 
of the Year award twice and will 
operate behind an experienced and 
veteran offensive line. 

Defensively, the Mocs lose the 
SoCon all-time sack leader in Davis 
Tull (37.0 sacks), who capped a 
stellar career with 10,5 sacks in 
2014. Chattanooga does return 
three defensive backs that earned 
first team All-SoCon honors last 
season, and defensive end Keionta 
Davis (5.5 sacks) will anchor the 
line, although he won't benefit 
from opponents concentrating on 
Tull this time around, 

Coach Mike Ayers enters his 
28th season at Wofford (6-5, 4-3) 
hoping to get the Terriers back 


® PREDICTED ORDEROFFINISH 
Chattanooga 

Wotford 

Samford 

Furman 

Western Carolina 

The Citadel 

Mercer 

VM 

East Tennessee State* 


‘ast Tennessee State will compete 
‘asanindependentin Z015 


among the SoCon elite. And he 
now has the experienced backfield 
to take the Terriers’ triple option 
to the next level. Evan Jacks only 
played in six games last season, but 
he returns to lead the nation's third 
best rushing attack (296.7 yards 
per game). He will have a loaded 
backfield including fullback Lorenzo 
‘Long (930 yards, 15 TDs) and 
running back Ray Smith (601, 3). 
Defensive lineman E.J. Spelter will 
spearhead a unit that led the SoCon 
by allowing just 107.5 rushing 
yards per game last season. 

Chris Hatcher steps into a solid 
situation at Samford (7-4, 5-2) as 
‘the Bulldogs return seven starters 
on both sides of the ball. Hatcher 
knows the SoCon well, having 
coached at Georgia Southern, and 
his fast-paced offense fits the 
personnel on hand. Quarterback 
Michael Eubank passed for 2,136 
yards and 12 touchdowns in his 
first year as the starter, and he 
developed great chemistry with 
receiver Karel Hamilton (55. 
receptions, 877 yards, 6 TDs). 
Junior running back Denzel 
Williams looks to build off a 
918-yard season that saw him find 
paydirt 16 times. 

The biggest task for Samford— 
who has strung together three 
straight seven-win seasons for the 
first time since 1960-62 when 
Bobby Bowden was the coach—will 
be replacing All-American free 
safety Jaquiski Tartt, who finished 
second on the team with 62 tackles. 

No team was more injury 
riddled than Furman (3-9, 2-5) 
last season. But last year’s injuries 
helped create this year's depth, 
as the Paladins return a total 36 
players that have registered a start 
in their career. Quarterback Reese 
Hannon suffered a fractured ankle 
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Jacob Huesman 
QB, Chattanooga 


Huesman 220) 
wowed NFL scouts with his 
numbers at the Mocs Junior 
Day. The two-time SoCon 
Offensive Player of the Year 
is the son of head coach 

Russ Huesman and has the 
intangibles and savvy to get a 
shot at the next level, 


in the first game, but he will be 
ready to go in 2015. Hannon will 
throw to an experienced corps of 
receivers, led by Jordan Snellings 
(50 receptions, 727 yards, 4 TDs), 
Andrej Suttles (41, 497, 1) and 
tight end Duncan Fletcher (36, 442, 
2). On defense, the Paladins will be 
led by linebackers Cory Magwood 
(SoCon high 123 tackles) and Carl 
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Rider (136 tackles in 2013), who 
played just three plays before 
suffering a season-ending torn 
labrum in 2014, 

Western Carolina (7-5, 5-2) 
rewarded coach Mark Speir with 
a new contract after he led the 
Catamounts to their first winning 
record since 2005. The fun could 
just be starting in Cullowhee as 
quarterback Troy Mitchell (2,541 
yards, 20 TDs) and the entire 
offense return intact. Mitchell set 
‘the school record by accounting 
for 3,096 total yards (555 rushing 
yards). Only two starters depart 
from the team, but linebacker 
Christon Gill (112 tackles) and 
defensive back Ace Clark (77) 
were two team leaders that will be 
difficult to replace 

The Citadel (5-7, 3-4) isthe 
only SoCon team that doesn't 
return its starting quarterback, 
Dominique Allen, who threw his 
first career touchdown pass against 
Florida State last year, is the 
frontrunner to take over for Aaron 
Miller. The Bulldogs return all five 
starters along the offensive line as 
wellas slotback Cam Jackson (505 
yards, 3 TDs) and fullbacks Tyler 
Renew (761, 5) and Isiaha Smith 
(591, 5) for second-year coach 
Mike Houston, 

Mercer (6-6, 1-6) coach Bobby 
Lamb returns all 22 starters from 
last season's team that lost four 
SoCon games by a touchdown 
or less. Running back Alex Lakes 
(1,107 yards, 17 TDs) will bea 
focal point of the offense after 
earning first-team all-conference 
honors in 2014. 

Scott Wachenheim takes over 
for Sparky Woods at VMI (2-10, 
1-6) and has reigning SoCon 
Freshman of the Year Al Cobb at the 
controls of the offense. Cobb set 
school records with 2,971 passing 
yards and 20 touchdowns, but the 
Keydets must shore upa defense 
that allowed 496.4 yards and 41.4 
points per game, 

East Tennessee State will 
participate as an independent in 
2015, giving coach Carl Torbush— 
the former North Carolina head 
man-time to evaluate and upgrade 
his roster before the Bucs join the 
SoCon in 2016 asa full-fledged 
member. 
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Loaded Bearkats 
should make 
strongrunatFCS 
championship 


BY TIMBUCKLEY 


Three Southland Conference 
members have gone to the FCS: 
playoffs the last two years, and 
three realistically can go again this 
season. That's especially so with 
‘Sam Houston State, which went to 
the 2011 and 2012 title games and 
returns practically everyone from a 
2014 semifinal team. 

Making it easier; Two top 
programs in the league don't even 
face each other in 2015, 

Each Southland team except 
Houston Baptist plays a nine-game 
conference schedule this year, but 
SHSU and Southeastern Louisiana— 
the 2014 co-champs—won't meet 
in the regular season. 


All-Southland running back 
Keshawn Hill is one of only two. 
2014 starters not back at Sam 
Houston State (11-5, 7-1 
Southland), which after four 
straight FCS postseason trips looks 
like a legit national title contender. 

Starting quarterback Jared 
Johnson—who threw for 3,054 
yards and 21 touchdowns last 
season, and was one rushing yard 
shy of 1,000-was limited early 
in the spring by shoulder surgery, 
and backup Don King Ill hada sore 
arm, giving UAB transfer Jeremiah 
Briscoe an opportunity to impress. 

But under second-year coach 
K.C. Keeler, the Bearkats, who 
rebounded after opening last 
season 1-3, were still light-years 
ahead of 2014's spring pace. 

Protecting those QBs will be 
highly regarded tackle Donald 
Jackson Ill. The top receiving target 
is wideout LaDarius Brown, who 
had 807 receiving yards in 2014. 

Leading the SHSU defense will be 
end P.J. Hall, who was named 2014 
Southland Freshman of the Year 
after making 20 tackles for loss (12 
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Jonathan Woodard 
DE, Central Arkansas 


The Southland 
Conference's 2014 Defensive 
Player of the Year, Woodard 
isalready a three-time 
first-team all-conference 
pick with 25 career sacks, He 
led the Southland in sacks 
with 10 last season and had 
18,5 tackles for loss with one 
interception 


sacks) for minus-118 yards. 

Longtime former Central 
Arkansas coach Clint Conque 
delivered a five-win turnaround in 
his first season directing Stephen 
F. Austin (8-5, 5-3), which made 
its first postseason appearance last 
year since 2010. He did it largely on 
the arm of son Zach Conque, a UTSA. 
transfer who threw for 2,733 yards 
to win Southland Newcomer of the 
Year. Conque has wide receiver 
‘Aaron Thomas (53 catches) back as 
his top target. 

The Lumberjacks will have a 
hard time, however, replacing All- 
‘America running back Gus Johnson, 
who was named Southland Player 
of the Year after gaining a school- 
record 1,601 yards last season, 

With quarterback Bryan Bennett 
gone after back-to-back playoff 
appearances, Southeastern 
Louisiana (9-4, 7-1) also has a 
big loss to overcome. The Oregon 
transfer and 2013 Southland Player 
of the Year produced 7,237 yards of 
total offense (5,522 passing) after 
‘two seasons in Hammond. Louisiana 
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transfer D'Shaie Landor and juco 
import Larry Cutbirth will compete 
to replace Bennett. 

Cornerback Harlan Miller leads a 
secondary that also features Denzel 
‘Thompson, ex-LSU players Micah 
Eugene and Derrick Raymond and 
Tulane transfer Jordan Batiste. 
Return specialist Xavier Roberson, 
meanwhile, is a pro prospect, 

End Jonathan Woodard is the 
Southland’s reigning Defensive 
Player of the Year at Central 
Arkansas (6-6, 5-3). 

The Bears lose 2,380-yard 
passer Ryan Howard and receiver 
Dezmin Lewis, but get standout kick 
returner Jatavious Wilson back. 

Coach Steve Campbell also must 
replace stellar offensive lineman 
Cole Caruthers to protect OB Taylor 
Reed ona club that averaged a 
conference-high 40,7 points in 
2014, A good place to start is 6-7, 
316-pound senior Kyle Stouffer. 

Lamar (8-4, 5-3) tied its school 
wins record in 2014, but coach Ray 
Woodard must replace all-time 
passing leader Caleb Berry. Joe 
Minden played nine games last 
season for Stephen F. Austin, 
but transferred to the Cardinals 
after backing up Zach Conque at 
SFA. Carson Earp was 2,000- 
yard juco passer in 2014. Other 
impact transfers incluce wideouts 
Brendan Langley (ex-Georgia) and 
Dominique Wheeler (Texas Tech) 
and linebacker Cameron Hampton 
(Texas). 

Quarterback Parker McKenzie 
is back after throwing for 3,084. 
yards and 22 touchdowns in 2014 
for Abilene Christian (6-6, 

4-4), which begins its third year 

in NCAA Division 1 coming off a 
season-ending win over Stephen F, 
‘Austin and seeking its 10th straight 
non-losing campaign, 

With running backs De'Andre 
Brown (962 yards rushing) and 
Herschel Sims (559) plus receiver 
Cedric Gilbert providing the 
offense, that streak could continue. 

Nine offensive and seven 
defensive starters return for 
coach Matt Viator at McNeese 
State (6-5, 4-4), which opens 
at LSU coming off three straight 
Southland losses to end last season. 
Quarterbacks Daniel Sems and Tyler 
Bolfing split time in 2014. Sams is 
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especially effective in the rushing 
game, where he'll get help from 
returning tailback Rysn Ross. Texas 
A&M transfer Isaiah Golden will 
give the defensive line a boost. 

Northwestern State (6: 
4-4), still seeking its first winning 
season since 2008 after back-to- 
back ,500 campaigns under coach 
Jay Thomas, loses record-setting 
quarterback Zach Adkins and eight 
defensive starters, Returning 
signal-callers Daniel Hazlewood 
and J.D, Almond and juco transfer 
Joel Blumenthal lead a cast of 
replacement candidates who'll have 
wideout Ed Eagan (school-record 
73 catches in '14) to throw to. 

{t's all uphill for ex-Louisiana 
assistant Tim Rebowe at Nicholls 
State (0-12, 0-8), which yielded 
an FCS-worst 538 yards per game 
in 2014 and has lost 18 straight, 
But the Colonels retum 1,000- 
yard rusher Michael Henry and 
quarterback Tuskani Figaro, who 
redshirted as a junior but passed for 
1,000-plus yards and scampered 
for a school single-season mark of 
1,103 yards in 2013. 

Lineman Corey Lee (14.5 tackles 
for loss), linebacker Padyn Giebler 
(76 tackles) and cornerback Kobie 
Douglas (10 pass breakups) anchor 
the defense for coach Larry Kennan 
at Incarnate Word (2-9, 2-6). 
Quarterback Trent Brittain (1,893 
passing yards in 2013) returns after 
breaking an ankle in UIW's 2014 
‘opener and has NFL prospect Cole 
Wick (6-7, 245) back at tight end. 

Houston Baptist (2-9, 1-7) 
won a couple games for coach Vic 
Shealy in its first FCS season. The 
Huskies are eager to see what kind 
of difference former Florida QB Max 
Staver makes after two juco stops. 


BBRS JR ERIC CARSTIAN SOT / AP 


Gibbs drawing 
comparisons 
to McNair at ASU 


BYLUT WILLIAMS 


Below-par NCAA Academic 
Progress Rate (APR) scores 
continue to plague SWAC football. 

Four SWAC teams under 
penalties—Alabama State, 
Mississippi Valley State, Prairie View 
A&M and Southern—did not have 
spring practice nor will be allowed 
to participate in postseason NCAA 
play. While they will be eligible for 
‘the Dec. 5 SWAC title game, the 
sanctions preclude participation in 
the new Celebration Bowl vs. the 
MEAC champion on Dec. 19. 

Two of the sanctioned teams 
have new coaches: Willie Simmons 
at Prairie View and Brian Jenkins at 
Alabama State. 

On the field, everyone is chasing 
defending champion Alcorn State. 


EAST DIVISON 

Alcorn State (10-3, 7-2) 
dominated the SWAC last year, 
scoring 49.4 points per game and 
giving up just 22.3, and returns the 
horses to do it again. 

Quarterback John Gibbs Jr. ran 
for 1,006 yards and 11 TDs and 
passed for more than 2,400 yards 
with 21 scores en route to being 
named co-Offensive Player of the 
Year. He returns for his senior 
campaign with his entire offensive 
line intact. They also pave the 
way for the leaque’s top rushing 
attack (286.0 yards per game) that 
features scatback Darryan Ragsdale 
(691 yards, seven TDs) and power 
back Aaron Baker (725 yards, 13 
TDs). 

The defense is anchored by three 
AIL-SWAC picks—lineman Darrien 
Moody, linebacker Damon Watkins 
and safety Warren Gatewood. 

Reggie Barlow was let go as 
coach at Alabama State (7-5, 5-4) 
after five straight winning seasons, 
including a 32-13 conference 
record over that span. Brian 
Jenkins, who won four MEAC titles 
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in five years at Bethune-Cookman, 
is charged with getting the Hornets 
to the next level, although at press 
time he was being investigated by 
the NCAA for allegations of player 
abuse and practice-time violations 
at his former school. 

Quarterback Ellis Richardson 
and lineman Shaquille Powell are 
intriguing juco transfers expected 
to contribute immediately, 
Richardson will challenge 
incumbent quarterback Daniel 
Duhart, Linebacker Kourtney Berry 
(128 tackles) and safety Najee 
Bright (5 INTs) are first-team All- 
SWACselections on defense. 

Despite the talents of SWAC 
passing leader LeMontez Ivy 
(3,209 yards, 24 TDs) and 
productive receiver Dan Williams 
(72 receptions, 990 yards, 9 TDs), 
weak offensive-line play kept 
Jackson State (5-7, 3-6) from 
fully implementing new coach 
Harold Jackson's run-and-shoot 
offense. Jackson beefed up the 
line on the recruiting trail and has 
UNLV transfer Jarin Morikawa 
pushing Ivy. Defensive standout 
Javancy Jones (107 tackles, 18 
tackles for loss) will go back to end 
from linebacker in new coordinator 
Alonzo Lee's 4-3 scheme. 

Juco transfer De’ Angelo Ballard 
(Southwest Mississippi CC) is the 
expected starter at quarterback in 
coach James Spady’s read-option 
offense at Alabama A&M (4-8, 
3-6). Bryan Bower and Harvey 
Harris are the chief ballcarriers 
while converted QB Brandon Wells 
joins a receiving corps that includes 
breakaway threat Octavius Miles 
(12 receptions, 30.3 yards per 
catch, 5 TDs), O’Darius Williams 
and Tevin McKenzie. 


John Gibbs Jr. 


QB, Alcorn State 


At 6-6 and 220 pounds, 


Gibbs has the rare 


combination of running 


ability, size and throwing 
accura eted in today's 
NFL. He passed for more than 
2,000 yards, completed 58 
percent of his throws and ran 
for 1,000-plus 
delivering Alcorn State it 
first SWAC title since the 

s of the late, great Steve 
McNair. Like MeNair, | 

st enough to run away from 
defenders and strong enough 
to un through them. 


ards while 


Sophomores Anthony 
Lanier (end) and Bryan Brower 
(linebacker) are leaders of a young 
and growing defense. 

Awin over former employer 
Jackson State, a first for the Delta 
Devils vs. JSU in 19 years, was one of 
a few highlights for Rick Comegy in 
his first year at Mississippi Valley 
State (2-9, 1-8). He was hit hard 
with the loss of 19 seniors, most 
of them on defense. Quarterback 
Quintavius Peterson returns for his 
senior season after sharing the 2014 
‘SWAC Newcomer of the Year award. 


‘WEST DIVISON 

Freshman quarterback Austin 
Howard, sophomore running back 
Lenard Tillery (1,196 yards, 9 
TDs) and sophomore wideout/kick 
returner Willie Quinn (62 receptions, 
892 yards, 5 TDs) were key parts of 
the youth movement that propelled 
Southern (9-4, 8-1) to the West 
Division title. They return behind 
retooled offensive line. The 
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Jaguars get back eight of their top, 
10 defensive stoppers, including 
tackle Gabe Echols and corner Danny 
Johnson, who earned second-team 
All-SWAC honors last year. 
First-year head coach Broderick 
Fobbs got Grambling State (7-5, 
7-2) back on track and into title 
contention and won Coach-of- 
the-Year honors for his efforts. 
Returning quarterback Johnathan 
Williams led the league in passing 
yards (272,7 per game), passing 
efficiency and total offense (326.4 
yards per game), triggering a unit 
that returns all of its playmakers. 
Former Alcorn State offensive 
coordinator Willie Simmons takes 
over from Heishma Northern at 
Prairie View A&M (5-5, 5-4), 
though offense wasn't the problem 
for the Panthers last year. The 
defense gave up the most yards in 
the league (463.6 per game), 
Departed quarterback Jerry 
Lovelocke is getting NFL looks 
while Simmons searches for a 
replacement to take advantage 
of senior running back and 
all-purpose-yardage leader Johnta 
Hebert (1,063 rushing yards, 15 
TDs, 225.3 all-purpose yards per 
game) and 6-4 wideout Nick Pitre 
(BO receptions, 7 TDs). South 
Carolina transfer wide receiver Shaq 
Roland is a heralded addition. 
Arkansas-Pine Bluff (4-7, 3-6) 
returns its top 10 tacklers including 
All-SWAC first-teamers in defensive 
end Demarcus Berry (52 tackles, 8 
sacks) and free safety Kevin Rucker 
(5 INTs) and second-team linebacker 
Willie Duncan Il! (100 tackles). But 
‘the unit must improve on numbers 
that were at or near the bottom in 
nearly every statistical category. 
Four players competed in the 
spring to replace productive OB 
Benjamin Anderson. The Golden 
Lions’ weapons on offense 
include receivers Willie Young (45 
receptions, 9 TDs) and Marvante 
King and running back Brian 
Handley (820 rushing yards), 
Texas Southern (5-6, 3-6) 
started last season with four wins, 
two of them against conference 
opponents, but ended with five 
straight losses and six in the last 
seven games. That may be this 
year’s reality with new starters at 
quarterback and running back. 
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2015 Preview 


New kids on the block quickly 
making inroads in Division 2 


DIVISION 2 
PRESEASON TOP 25 


© 1. Minnesota-Duluth 

© 2. Ferris State 

» 3. Colorado State-Pueblo 
Ohio Dominican 

» 5.Concord 

» 6. Minnesota State-Mankato 
7. Northwest Missouri 

8. West Georgia 

» 9.Slippery Rock 


"17. Ouachita Baptist 


© 20,Sioux Falls 
~ 21,DeltaState 
+ 22. Central Washington 


23. Virginia State 
24, Tuskegee 


» 25. Azusa Pacific 
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ALL-AMERICA TEAM 


TE Cole spur ines, 
WR Marquis Cushon, Pittsburg State, Sr. 
WR Reece Horn, Indianapolis, Sr. 


D us Martin, Slippery Rock, So. 
DL_Justin Zimmer, Ferris State, Sr. 
oL dwell, West 6 


DB_ Solomon: 
DB. Michael 
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BY GREGG DEWALT 


lenty of familiar traditional powers 

still roam across the Division 2 

football landscape, but no longer 

do those teams have a complete 

stranglehold when it comes to 
winning national championships. 

In recent years, several relatively 
fledgling teams with no rich football history 
to speak of have burst onto the scene, 
grabbing the spotlight away from some 
annual powerhouses that seemed to always 
find their way into the championship 
game. 

These days, Division 2 football no 
longer is dominated by a handful of teams, 
Instead, the division is deeper than it has 
ever been, and it's getting deeper every 
year. 

‘Two teams that have supplanted some 
of the old guard are Colorado State-Pueblo 
of the Rocky Mountain Athletic Conference 
(RMAC), which won the 2014 national 
championship, and Ohio Dominican, 
which has quickly moved into the upper 
echelon of the Great Lakes Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference (GLIAC). 

Colorado State-Pueblo didn’t field a 
team from 1984 until 2008, but it took 
only seven years for coach John Wristen to 
build the Thunderwolves into a national 
champion. 

Ohio Dominican has only been playing 
football since 2004, but coach Bill Conley 
has the Panthers knocking on the door of 
their first national title. 

How close is Ohio Dominican to that first 
championship? 

“Pueblo beat us 31-28 in the playoffs,” 
Conley notes. 

It doesn’t take long for Wristen and 
Conley to explain how they have been able 
to build successful programs in a short 
amount of time, 

“One thing we have is a great university 
and city, and we have outstanding. 
facilities,” says Wristen, who was charged 
with bringing back football to Colorado 
State-Pueblo after the lengthy absence. 
“The main thing is that we’ve been able to 
attract one hell of a coaching staff and keep 
everybody together.” 

Conley offers up a similar tale. 


Jared Buck, QB, 


“First thing, our location helps us 
outa lot,” he says. “Columbus is a good 
recruiting tool. Most Division 2 schools 

are in small towns. ... Half my staff is Ohio 
State guys, and half played in the NFL.” 

‘There’s no arguing Colorado State- 
Pueblo and Ohio Dominican have created 
a blueprint of success for other young 
programs, whose ranks are growing. 
Florida Tech, which has had a team for 
only two years, already is a rising power 
in the Gulf South Conference (GSC). West 
Florida is starting a program and will play 
its first game in 2016. Sioux Falls is in its 
third year in Division 2 and is a rising 
power, 

How long will it take these programs to 
make their own statements? Based on the 
success of Colorado State-Pueblo and Ohio 
Dominican, it'll likely be sooner rather 
than later. 

But, when the season arrives, everybody 
will be gunning for Minnesota-Duluth, a 
team with plenty of tradition and the talent 
to win itall. 
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Minnesota-Duluth (13-1) is one of the 
traditional powers always in the mix for a 
national title. With six starters returning 
on defense—including noseguard Jonathan 
Harden, end Jake Lambrecht, linebacker 
Beau Bates, cornerback Darion Fletcher 
and safety David Boegel-it will be tough 
to score on the Bulldogs, All-purpose QB 
Drew Bauer, who accounted for 38 TDs in 
2014 (13 rush, 25 pass), and tailback Logan 
Lauters (1,531 rushing yards, 14 TDs) are 
among six offensive starters returning. 

Ferris State (11-1) won its first GLIAC 
title in 15 years behind the stellar play of 
Harlon Hill Trophy winner Jason Vander 
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Laan, who last year rushed for 1,466 yards 
and 20 TDs and threw for 2,381 yards 
and 30 scores, Also returning is two-time 
AIl-GLIAC defensive end Justin Zimmer. 
‘The Bulldogs were unbeaten in the 
regular season, including a 34-19 win over 
Ohio Dominican, but had their playoff run 
spoiled in a rematch in the second round. 
Colorado State-Puebio (14-1) 
rode a stingy defense and won close 
games on the way to its first national 
championship last year. Only five teams 
scored more than 20 points against the 
Thunderwolves. Running back Cameron 
McDondle (2,014 yards, 16 TDs) is among. 
seven offensive starters returning. 
Ohio Dominican (11-2) keeps closing 
in on a national championship, and if 
the Panthers can find a replacement 
for QB Matt Miller it might come this 
season, Running back Brandon Schoen 
returns after rushing for 1.134 yards and 
12 TDs, and so do receivers Dez Stewart 
and Ronald McCloud, who combined for 
113 catches and 1,661 yards. All-America 
kicker Brent Wahle is a real weapon. 
Concord (13-1) returns nine starters 
from an offense that averaged 42.4 points 
per game and surpassed the 50-point 
mark seven times. Included among the 
returnees: QB Brian Novak (33 TD passes), 
AFCA first-team All-America running back 
Calvinaugh Jones (1,734 yards) and wide 
receivers T,J. Smith (1,157 yards, 13 TDs) 
and Ryan Stewart (12 TDs). 
Minnesota State-Mankato (14-1) 
needs to rebuild its offensive and 
defensive fronts in order to return to the 
championship hunt. The Mavericks must 
replace four offensive linemen and three 
defensive linemen. AP Little All-American 
‘Tyler Henderson (122 tackles) and 
second-teamer Joshua Gordon (17.5 sacks) 
return to a line that helped the Mavericks’ 
defense allow only 12.9 points per game. 
Northwest Missouri (10-2) lost AP Little 
All-America defensive end Matt Longacre 
and three of its top four wide receivers. 
‘The Bearcats are still smarting from a 
regular-season loss to rival Pittsburg State 
and a first-round playoff exit against 
Minnesota-Duluth. They'll be led by 
quarterback Brady Bolles, who ran for 
eight scores and passed for 18 last year. 
West Georgia (12-3) made a run at the 
national championship in Will Hall’s first 
season as head coach, and things should 
only get better this year. The Wolves 
have a dominant defense with the return 
of ends Darrius Caldwell (13 sacks, 17.5 
tackles for loss) and Alex Armah (7, 14.5). 
Slippery Rock (9-3) beat Bloomsburg 
in the Pennsylvania State Athletic 
Conference (PSAC) Championship Game 
before losing to West Chester in the NCAA 


playoffs. “The Rock” will build its defense 
around AP Little All-American Marcus 
Martin, who had a school-record 16 sacks. 

West Texas A&M (6-5) had five games 
nullified in Lone Star Conference play 
for using a player who was academically 
ineligible, but the Buffs are primed 
to make a run at the conference title. 
Twenty-one starters return, including 
tailback Geremy Aldridge-Mitchell, who 
had 1,342 yards and 21 TDs, and QB 
Preston Rabb (2,912 passing yards). 

Valdosta State (10-3) spent much of 
Jast season living on the edge. The Blazers 
won four games by a total of 13 points, 
including a pair of two-point playoff wins. 
Coach David Dean's team likes a physical 
style of play and returns the rushing 
tandem of Austin Scott and Cedric O'Neal, 
who combined for 1,816 yards and 16 TDs. 

If anybody can unseat Colorado 
State-Pueblo from its RMAC perch, it’s 
Colorado School of Mines (10-2), which 
scored more than 40 points seven times. 
New coach Gregg Brandon takes over for 
Bob Stitt, who left to take the head- 
coaching job at Montana last December. 
Brandon was head coach at Bowling 
Green from 2003-08. He inherits QB 
Justin Dvorak, who threw for 4,287 yards 
and 36 TDs (10 INTs) last year. 

Bloomsburg (11-2) played in the 
national quarterfinals last season for the 
first time since 2008, but coach Paul 
Darragh has a tough task in replacing 
graduated Eddie Mateo, who had 25 TDs 
and rushed for 1,278 yards. He also has to 
find seven new starters on a defense that 
forced 43 turnovers. But Tim Kelly returns 
at QB and running back Dai’shon Munger 
is coming off a 783-yard rushing season. 

How close was Pittsburg State (11-2) 
to perfection in 2014? Its two losses were 
by a total of four points, including a 24-21 
overtime defeat to Minnesota State- 
Mankato in the playoffs. Coach Tim Beck 
must replace Harlon Hill Trophy finalist 
Anthony Abenoja at quarterback, but star 
wideout Marquise Cushon (69 catches, 
1,301 yards) should help soften that blow. 

Angelo State's (9-3) last four wins in 
2014—including two in the playofis—were 
by a total of 11 points before Colorado 
State-Pueblo ended its season. The Rams 
should be fine on offense, where QB Kyle 
Washington returns after rushing for 911 
yards and throwing for 3,236. 

Close wins were the norm last season 
for North Alabama (9-2), which captured 
a share of the Gulf South Conference 
title in part due to four wins by a total of 
16 points. The Lions should be efficient 
on offense with eight returning starters, 
including QB Luke Wingo and running 
back Lamonte Thompson. 


Ouachita Baptist (10-1) won the Great 
American Conference (GAC) and took 
Minnesota-Duluth to the wire in a second- 
round 48-45 playoff loss. Coach Todd 
Knight’s team must replace 12 All-GAC 
performers, including running back 
Steven Kehner (1,183 yards, 20 TDs). 

Coach Bill Zwaan must replace nearly 
half his starters at West Chester (11-2), 
including QB Sean McCartney, who 
threw a Division 2-best 42 touchdown 
passes. But Brandon Monk rushed for 
1,296 yards, and tight end Tim Brown 
(53 catches, 1,059 yards, 17 TDs) should 
become a favorite target for the new QB. 

Coach Ian Shields’ first season at 
Lenoir-Rhyne (11-1) ended with a two- 
point loss to Valdosta State in the second 
round of the NCAA playoffs. To make 
another deep run, Shields has to rebuild 
a backfield that loses QB Miles Freeman 
and running backs Chris Robinson and 
Jarrod Spears. Michael Patrick is the top 
returning running back after rushing for 
788 yards and nine scores in 2014, 

In only its third season in Division 2, 
Stoux Falls (11-1) cracked the Top 25 last 
year with an impressive display on both 
sides of the ball by averaging 42.7 points 
and allowing 17.4 points per game. The 
Cougars were second nationally with 26 
interceptions, including 10 by returning 
strong safety Solomon St. Pierre. 

Delta State (9-2) tied for the GSC title 
with North Alabama but was ousted from 
the NCAA playoffs in the second round 
by West Georgia. The Statesmen have a 
strong pass-catch combo back in QB Tyler 
Sullivan and wideout Casey Osborne, 

With 20 starters returning, Central 
Washington (7-4) should challenge 
Azusa Pacific for supremacy in the Great 
Northwest Athletic Conference. Tovar 
Sanchez (12 sacks) and AFCA All-American 
Isaiah Davis lead the returning defensive 
starters, while QB Jake Nelson (23 TD 
passes) heads the offense. 

Central Intercollegiate Athletic 
Association champion Virginia State (10- 
3) started 0-2 and then won 10 ina row 
last season, including a playoff victory 
over LIU-Post in its first NCAA postseason 
appearance, Running back Kavon Bellamy 
is the top returnee. He’s coming off a 
989-yard, 13-TD rushing campaign. 

‘Tuskegee (9-3) remains the team 
to beat in the Southern Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference (SIAC). Coach Willie 
Slater's team must replace four offensive 
linemen and three secondary members. 

Azusa Pacific (11-1) coach Victor Santa 
Cruz has the task of replacing D2 rushing 
leader Terrell Watson, but Chad Jefferies 
was 9-1as a starting rookie QB last year 
and should be better as a sophomore, 
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Whitewater looks to stay perfect, 
but Mount Unionis the pick 


DIVISION 3 
PRESEASON TOP 25 


‘Mount Union (14-1in 2014) 


4. Washington & Jefferson (10-2) 
» 5. Mary Hardin-Baylor (1-1) 
» 6. Wesley (12-2) 
7. Saint John's (10-2) 
8, Wheaton (11-1) 


» 12, Wisconsin-Oshkosh (9-2) 
© 13. Texas Lutheran (9-2) 

© 14.John Carroll (11-2) 

» 15. Thomas More (8-2) 

» 16. Hobart (12-1) 

» 17. North Central (8-2) 

» 18, St. Thomas (8-3) 

» 19. St.John Fisher (9-2) 

» 20. Rowan (7-4) 


DIVISION 3 
ALL-AMERICA TEAM 


‘OOFFENSE 


Eric Gargiulo, MontclairState, Sr. 


‘SPECIALISTS 


Evan Grissom, Wittenberg, St 
P__ Tyler Hunt, Guilford, Sr. 
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BY MIKEGOENS 


here’s no hint of doubt or 

nervousness in Kevin Bullis’ voice, 

He says he’s eager for the challenge 

of being head coach at the most 

successful NCAA Division 3 football 
program over the past decade. 

Wisconsin-Whitewater has appeared 
in nine of the past 10 Amos Alonzo Stagg 
Bowls, winning six national championships 
during the process. Former head 
coach Lance Leipold has moved to the 
University at Buffalo—along with four of his 
assistants—and Bullis has been promoted as 
his replacement. 

“For the past 15 years | have known 
I wanted to be a head coach, so I have 
looked at opportunities to learn and have 
watched Lance,” Bullis says. “I looked at 
(him) manage games and programs. So, 
I've been a student of head coaching. I'm 
ready.” 

Bullis knows expectations remain high 
for the Warhawks to repeat as national 
champions this year, but insists pressure 
won't be a burden. 

“We've never looked at it here as 
winning the national championship being 
our goal,” says Bullis, 49, who has been an 
assistant at Whitewater for seven seasons 
and has coordinated the team’s successful 
run defense. 
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A familiar face could be standing in 
Whitewater’s way this year. Mount Union 
and Whitewater have faced off nine times 
in the national championship game since 
2005, with the Warhawks winning six. The 
Purple Raiders have missed playing in the 
title game only twice since 1996 and have 
played in the Stagg Bowl 10 straight years. 
Overall, they have 11 championships on 
their resume as well as a 210-9 record since 
2000. 

‘The key for Mount Union will be 
replacing quarterback Kevin Burke, the 
nation’s top player last season. Taurice 
Scott and Nick Peyakov are quality options 
there, and receiver Roman Namdar and 
lineman Michael Frank will be offensive 
standouts. The defense, which returns 
eight starters, has big-play talent in safety 
Alex Kocheff, lineman Tom Lally and 
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Wisconsin-Whitewater players 


celebrate after winning last year’s [jl 
NCAA Division 3 championship. 


linebacker Hank Spencer. 

Linfield is the last team other than 
Whitewater or Mount Union to win a 
national championship (2004), and the 
Wildcats seem to be a play or two away 
each year. They lost by six points in the 
semifinals against Whitewater last season. 

Quarterback Sam Riddle had 34 passing 
touchdowns and ran for 13 more as a 
sophomore. Tailback Spencer Payne 
averaged five yards per carry. The defense 
will be led by first-team All-America end 
Alex Hoff, who had 15.5 sacks and 27.5 
tackles for loss a year ago. 

Wisconsin-Whitewater enters the 
season with a 32-game winning streak. 
Seven starters return on both sides of the 
ball, but finding a new quarterback is the 
key. Chris Nelson is likely to earn that job. 
He will have plenty of protection, as all five 
linemen are back, including All-American 
Conner Peters. There are also plenty of 
offensive weapons at the new QB’s disposal 
with the rushing tandem of Jordan Ratliffe 
and Dennis Moore-who combined for 
nearly 2,100 yards last year—and receiver 
Joe Worth (45 catches for 526 yards). 

Linebacker Justin Dischler should help 
the Warhawks live up to their reputation 
for being among the country’s best rush 
defenses, 

After making two Stagg Bowl 
appearances in the mid-1990s, 
Washington & Jefferson will be in the 
hunt this year and should be a sure bet 
to add to its nation’s-best 24 playoff 
appearances. Eighteen of the starting 22 
return from a 10-2 squad. 

Star power returns to the offense in the 
form of running back Ryan Ruffing (1,605 
rushing yards, 270 receiving yards and 29 
TDs), quarterback Pete Coughlin (3,257 
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passing yards, 31 TDs), receivers Daniel 
Lis (82 catches for 879 yards) and Jesse 
Zubik (55 catches for 881 yards) and tackle 
Zach Crossey. On defense, end Jon Turner 
had 18 tackles for loss in 2014. 

Mary Harelin-Baytor has been a 
consistent contender, making the playoffs 
in 13 of the past 14 seasons, There are six 
offensive and seven defensive starters 
back for the Cru. They also have a 
favorable schedule with seven home 
games. Three of the top performers 
are on defense: end Teidrick Smith, 
linebacker Baylor Mullins and safety 
Jaedon Johnson. Depth at the tackles and 
linebacker will be key, however. 

Moving into the competitive New 
Jersey Athletic Conference will provide 
challenges for Wesley, but the 
Wolverines will be favored to win their 
new league. The Dover, Del., school 
has made the NCAA playoffs 10 straight 
years, reaching the semifinals six times 
and the quarterfinals twice. With eight 
starters back, Wesley will have one of the 
nation’s best offenses, Quarterback Joe 
Callahan passed for 4,190 yards and 46 
touchdowns last year. 

‘Saint John's (Minn,) continues to fight 
its way back to the national elite after four 
seasons that haven't met its dominating 
standards. The Johnnies have 15 starters 
returning from a 10-2 team. Sam Sura 
is one of the nation’s top runners. He 
rushed for 1,769 yards last year. Evan 
Clark is an explosive receiver/return man. 

Fifteen starters return at Wheaton 
(iL.). The defense is built around 
linebackers Adam Dansdill (133 tackles) 
and Mikey Swider (101) as well as linemen. 
Logan McRae (8 sacks) and Josh Aldrin. 
Offensively, quarterback Johnny Peltz 
can damage defenses throwing and 
running. Receivers Luke Thorson and 
Keegan Kemp are threats, and tackle Matt 
Snebold is a leader. 

Wartburg set a school record for 
wins last year with 12 before losing to 
Whitewater by four points in the national 
semifinals. The Knights have two of 
their best offensive weapons returning 
in quarterback Logan Schrader (3,187 
passing yards, 37 TDs) and running back 
Brandon Domeyer (1,212 rushing yards, 
19 TDs). Linebackers Gunner Tranel (123 
tackles) and Will Jansen lead the defense. 

Forty lettermen are back at 
Wittenberg, including eight starters on 
offense and six on defense. Quarterback 
Zack Jenkins will lead the Tigers as they 
try to add to the second-highest win total 
in Division 3 history (736). The top two 
running backs and receivers are back 
along with three offensive linemen. Senior 
wideout Zach Culvahouse had 81 catches 


for 1,179 yards last year. The defense will 
be led by tackle Josh Bannick, 

Making the playoffs has become a habit 
for Johns Hopkins, which has advanced 
to postseason play in five of the past six 
years. The keys for the Bluejays will be 
replacing three players on the defensive 
line and finding a starter at quarterback, 
which will feature a battle between Will 
Nunn and Jonathan Germano, 

Wisconsin-Oshkesh expects to 
challenge Whitewater for the Wisconsin 
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference title. 
‘The Titans have won 14 of their last 15 
league games. Among the nine returning 
offensive starters are tight end Joe 
Sommers, a big-play threat, running back 
Dylan Hecker and receiver CJ Blackburn. 
‘The biggest area of concern is the 
defensive front. 

After earning its first playoff 
appearance last year, Texas Lutheran 
should be strong again with 13 starters 
back. That list includes All-American 
running back Marquis Barrolle (1,792 
rushing yards and 15 TDs), quarterback 
‘Trenton White and receiver Caleb Oliver. 
On defense, linebacker Darian Chandler 
had 16.5 tackles for loss last year and 
safety Drake Dowling had five picks. 

Jolin Carroll is poised to challenge 
Ohio Athletic Conference rival Mount 
Union, but finding a new quarterback 
will be critical. Anthony Lattina is one of 
three offensive linemen back. Tight end 
Brendan Carozzoni and receiver Marshall 
Howell are big-play performers, The 
defense revolves around tackle David 
Porter and cornerback Michael Hollins. 

An explosive offense should help Regis 
Scafe make a smooth transition as the 
new head coach at Themas More. The 
longtime former John Carroll mentor 
takes over the reins at the northern 
Kentucky college for Jim Hilvert, who 
resigned to take a high-profile prep job 
in nearby Cincinnati, Quarterback Jensen 
Gebhardt, receiver Goose Cohorn and 
lineman Jake Henderson return to an 
offensive unit that averaged 45 points and 
533.8 yards of offense per game last year. 

Hobart hasn't lost a regular-season 
game since 2011 and looks to be solid 
again if key replacements are found on 
offense where only four starters return. 
‘Tailback Conner Hartigan will be counted 
on early to offset losses on offense. 

Jeff Thorne will step in for his father, 
John, as head coach at North Central 
(Ill.) and will have plenty of experience 
to build on with 15 starters back. The 
Cardinals, 64-6 in conference play during 
the past 10 seasons, have quarterback 
Dylan Warden, running back Oshayne 
Brown and guard Eric Knaperek 


returning. 

‘St. Thomas (Minn.) has appeared in 
five of the past six NCAA playoffs and has 
15 starters returning from an 8-3 squad. 
Quarterback will be a crucial part to the 
puzzle this year, with Alex Fenske and 
John Gould battling for the start. Running 
backs Jack Kaiser and Nick Waldvogel 
are big threats in the ground game. The 
defense will lean on cornerback Mozus 
Ikuenobe. 

St. John Fisher led the Empire 8 
Conference in several offensive categories 
last year and returns nine starters. 
Running backs Tony Fusco and James 
Chambers accounted for more than 2,000 
yards and 16 touchdowns. The receiving 
duo of Nathan Nigolian and Mike Collichio 
are solid, and four linemen return. On 
defense, Mark Guarino-Hyde is back after 
missing seven games in 2014. 

Having 16 national playoff and five 
Stagg Bowl appearances speaks volumes 
for the consistency of the Rowart 
program. Among the seven offensive 
starters back is running back Withler 
Marcelin (1,447 rushing yards, 11 scores). 
Linebacker Darren Dungee is exceptional, 
too. 
Coach Mike Kelly created excitement 
at Widener last year, leading the Pride to 
a 12-win season. Quarterback Seth Klein 
(3,296 passing yards, 33 TDs) leads the 
offense, Safety Sean Titus intercepted 
nine passes last year and is back to lead 
the defense. 

Muhlenberg set several school 
offensive records last year and returns 
nine starters. Quarterback Nick Palladino 
is 16-4 as a starter and passed for 2,998 
yards last year. Max Cepeda will carry the 
running game. 

‘The Heartland Conference has 
belonged to Framielin (Ind.) over the past 
five years, and the Grizzlies are favored 
again with 16 starters returning. Austin 
Carlton and three other offensive linemen 
return. Dylan Jenney is one of the better 
tight ends in D3. Linebacker Jeremiah 
Windell had 104 tackles last season and is 
back to lead the defense. 

Hardin-Sintmons has rebuilt its 
program and 16 starters are returning to 
the Abilene, Texas, program for 2015. 
Jessie Ramos can beat you at receiver 
or as a kick returner. On defense, safety 
James Place and linemen Korey Zavala 
and Ryne Lewis are the playmakers. 

‘MT is coming off of the program's 
best-ever season at 10-1, To duplicate that 
effort, the experienced defense must 
come through early. Linebackers Anthony 
Emberley and Mitch Turley could make 
that happen. Receiver Seve Esparrago is 
the top offensive threat returning. 


Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/SNYearbooks 


187 


2015 Preview 


Chad Kelly, C fae 
East Mississippi / Ol 


NCAA sch nits 


7 0leMiss— 


Chris Carson, 6-2/210 
Butler, Kan. / Oklahoma State 


Georgia Military /Auburn 
Zach Bateman, 


B 
Orange Coast, Calif. UCLA 


Maurice Porta 6-6/300 


QB 
RB 
RB Jovon Robinson, 5-11/225 
on 
oL 
on 


s/ Baylor 


Paris Palmer, 6-8/300 


Lackawanna, 


na, Pa. / Penn State 


Mississippi Gulf Coast / Mississippi State 


OL Martinas Rankin, 6-4/300 
OL 


DeVondre Seymour, 6-6/310 
Hinds, Miss, / Georgia 


TE Raymond Epps, 6-5/240 
Arizona Wester / Arizona State 


wR De'Quan Hampton, 6-4 220 
Long Beach Cty, Calif. 


WR Dede Westbrook, 


Blinn, 
‘DEFENSE 


DL Devonte Fields, 6-4/250 
Trinity Valley, Te 


DL Marquavius se 


1/185 
mn, Texas /Oklahoma 


fexas / Louisville 


7S 
Hutchinson, Kan. South Garotna 
DL Jonathan Taylor, | es 


Copiah-Lines 


Undecided 


1B Davon Durant, 6 ae 
_ Butler, Kan. /Arizona State _ 


1B raver ung, 64/220. 


~ Lorenzo Phillips, 63/225 
East Mississippi / Florida State 


Tony Bridges, 6-2/185 
Mississippi Gulf Coast/ Ole Miss 


‘Nassau, NY. 


1B 
pe 
DB Rasul Douglas, 
bs 


Shalom Luani, 61/200 


_ECoF San Francisco / Washington State 


Justin Martin, 62/190 
NEOklahoma A&M / Tennessee _ 


‘S SPeCMLISTS 
 — Yundrim Kaba, 6-2/180 


Ter, 


Texas / Tekas State 


P Kevin Pittips, 6-0/190 
at Mae 


2015 SPORTING NEWS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Lions primed to roar to 
third straight NJCAA title 


BY TONY JIMENEZ 


hen East Mississippi began 

searching for a football coach 

in 2007, Pearl River was the 

premier junior-college team 

in the Magnolia State. While 
about 166 miles separate the two schools, 
they were farther apart in winning games 
from 2000 to 2007, with Pearl River going 
64-18 and East Mississippi 21-50 during that 
span. 

For Buddy Stephens, then an assistant 
coach at Pearl River, there was nowhere 
to go but up when he made the move from 
Poplarville to Scooba and East Mississippi. 
And Stephens, in his first head-coaching 
job, has brought prosperity to East 
Mississippi, guiding the school to three 
National Junior College Athletic Association 
championships (2011, 2013, 2014) in the 
Jast four years and a 68-10 record in seven 
seasons. The Lions have won 24 games in 
a row over the last two campaigns; this ata 
school that had won 34 games in tl seasons 
just before Stephens arrived. 

While Scooba, with a population of 
730, is a small town (the nearest Walmart 
is 35 miles away), the program at East 
Mississippi is big time. Stephens, 49, 

a native of Huntsville, Ala., (he has a 
Labrador retriever named Bama), has 
turned the program into, well, the 
Alabama of the two-year-school ranks. 
‘Twenty-four of 28 sophomores on the 
2014 roster are projected to be at four-year 
schools this fall, including quarterback 
Chad Kelly (Ole Miss), offensive lineman 
Jamal Danley (Oklahoma) and defensive 
linemen DJ. Jones (Ole Miss) and Lorenzo 
Phillips (Florida State). LeGarrette Blount 
of the Super Bow! champion New England 
Patriots played at East Mississippi (2006- 
07), while teammate Malcolm Butler, the 
star of last year’s Super Bowl for the Pats, 
played at Hinds CC, which speaks well for 
the 14 football-playing jucos in Mississippi. 


1. East Mississippl (12-0 in 2014) 
‘The Lions have passed the test of time 
and should pick up where they left off 
last season. Don’t be fooled by the fact 
there are only six returning starters: 5-11, 


‘Chad Kelly has moved on to Ole Miss, 
but East Mississippi is poised for 
another dominant season 


190-pound running back DJ. Law; 6-4, 300- 
pound offensive lineman James Davis; 6-1, 
190-pound wide receiver Allenzae Staggers; 
6-3, 260-pound defensive lineman Caleb 
Grant; 6-3, 245-pound defensive lineman 
DeShawn Tillman and 5-11, 190-pound 
defensive back Jalen Boney. Buddy 
Stephens’ team didn’t just beat opponents 
a year ago, it destroyed them; the Lions 
posted five shutouts in a row while scoring 
between 49 and 65 points, and they won 
five other games by between 36 and 76 
points. 


2. ML. San Antonio (Calif.) (11-2) 

The West Coast’s JC version of the New 
England Patriots—i.e., always loaded, 
always winning-will be solid gold. The 
California state champion of last season has 
10 returning starters (five on offense, five 
on defense) and quality complementary 
players. The best Mounties should be three 
returning All-Americans: 6-2, 235-pound 
linebacker Sitiveni Tamaivena, 6-5, 300- 
pound offensive tackle Joe Kupcikevicius 
and 6-1, 255-pound defensive end Norman 
Moimoi. Mt. San Antonio has three 
California juco titles and three runner-up 
finishes in coach Bob Jastrab’s 10 years in 
Walnut, and is 68-8 the past six seasons. 


3. Trinity Valley (Texas) (12-0) 
‘Trinity Valley put up an astounding 


AELLY-RICHARDSIRD AP 


7,778 yards of offense in 2014, Expect 
more of the same this season. Offensively, 
tackles George Roberts (6-7, 320 pounds) 
and TJ. Henson (6-5, $20) and center 

Rex Printz (6-3, 285) are solid up front, 
while QB Jerod Evans (6-4, 230) has good 
returning receivers in Alex Pina-Rhoden, 
Emmanuel Harris and Andre Wilson in 
addition to transfers Derrick Willies (6-4, 
210, ex-lowa) and Nick Jones, a 6-4, 255- 
pound tight end via Louisiana-Monroe, 
‘The defense will be led by noseguard 

J.T. Williams (6-2, 295), end Ugonna 
Nwarie, linebacker Mar’Quaveon Jones 
and All-America free safety Jamal Jones 
(62 tackles last season). Placekicker Leo 
Peralta (NJCAA-best 128 points for kickers, 
95-of-96 PATs last year) is automatic. 


4.lowa Western (11-1) 

Last season the Reivers, in their second 
NJCAA Championship Game appearance 
in three years, lost to powerful East 
Mississippi 34-17. A stout defense that 
yielded only 14 points per game was 
the big reason for getting that far. Eight 
returning starters—four on offense, 
four on defense—should help produce 
another winning season. The top-of- 
the-line players include explosive wide 
receiver Taj Williams (6-3, 185 pounds), 
well-rounded receiver/running back Tyus 
Mason (5-9, 185), dominant defensive 
tackle Merrick Jackson (6-3, 315) and shifty 
cornerback Rico Gaffard (5-10, 190). 


5. Hutehinson (iar) (11-1) 

Star running back Alvin Kamara 
has taken his act to the University of 
‘Tennessee after one season, but the beat 
goes on for the Blue Dragons, Six starters 
are back but Hutchinson received a big 
shot in the arm with the return of coach 
Rion Rhoades, one of the best JC mentors 
in the country. All-America running back 
‘Travis Custis should “play big” thanks in 
part to star offensive tackle Tate Leavitt 
(6-6, 315 pounds). Also expect good play 
from quarterbacks Kylen Blinn (a part- 
time starter a year ago), Dimonic Roden- 
McKinzy (a transfer from the University 
of Minnesota) and Ethan Loeder (6-2, 
205). The defense will have redshirts and 
transfers carrying most of the load. 


6. City College of San Francisco (11-2) 
After 38 years and a 326-38 record, 
George Rush has retired, but ex-Ram 
Jimmy Collins, the QB coach for CCSF last 
year, should keep this team winning as 
the new head coach. Collins’ best player 
is 6-2, 290-pound center A.J. McCollum, 
who anchored an offensive line last 
season that included three BCS transfers. 
McCollum graded highest among all of 
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them asa freshman and is one of seven 
offensive starters back, Other starters of 
note include 5-11, 200-pound running 
back Elijah Dale (5.8 yards per carry last 
season) and 6-5, 315-pound offensive 
lineman Oge Udeougu. The defense will 
be led by 6-3, 235-pound linebacker Nick 
Pierotti. All hope to get CSF back to the 
California juco title game, which it lost to 
Mt, San Antonio, 27-17, in 2014. 


7. Arizona Western (11-1) 

With nine starters returning on offense, 
expect the Matadors to get out of the gates 
fast. Most notable are redshirt All-America 
QB Trent Hosick, 6-1, 225-pound running 
back Darrell Monroe and 6-6, 290-pound 
offensive tackle Deontay Estes. Hosick is 
wavering on returning, however, and, if 
he is not back, Tempe, Ariz,, freshman 
Emanuel Gant (63, 230 pounds) is a 
dandy. He’s the only QB in Arizona 
prep history to pass for more than 
10,000 yards in his career. Defensively, 
Western has a quartet of above-average 
linebackers: David Luafatasaga (6-4, 

225 pounds), William Johnson (6-3, 225) 
‘Tommy Fisher (6-0, 220) and Jonquavis 
Miller (6-1, 230), 


‘8. Riverside City (Calif.) (10-2) 

Last season Mt. San Antonio snapped 
a 30-game Riverside home-field winning 
streak (35-14) that began in 2010. With 
a handful of starters returning—four 
offensive and one defensive (All-America 


linebacker AJ Hotchkins)-the Tigers 

are primed. Riverside City has a strong 
offensive line highlighted by All-America 
tackle Lio Lafaele (6-4, 300 pounds) 
and guard Dwayne Wallace (6-5, 310). 
Several talented transfers should be key 
contributors, including defensive backs 
Ron Robinson (ex-UCLA), Trevor Hodge 
(lowa State) and Aaron Washington 
(Saddleback JC). 


9, Nassau (N.Y) (10-0) 

Power juco teams in the Eastern 
U.S. are sparse, but Nassau is superbly 
talented. Quarterback Ben Holmes tops 
seven returning offensive starters (four 
on the line), led by 6-7, 290-pound 
tackle Malcolm Pridgeon, from a unit 
that averaged 36 points a year ago, The 
defense-it yielded an average of 14.4 
points a game, fourth among NJCAA 
schools in 2014—also has seven returning 
starters, headlined by linebacker Walter 
Cooper (6-0, 235 pounds) and end Ali-Ali 
Musa (6-2, 265). The entire line that 
dominated run-oriented teams is back. 
Nassau will get a good gauge of where 
it stands quickly, playing third-ranked 
Trinity Valley in the Juco Kickoff Classic 
Aug, 22. 


10, Coffeyville, Kan. (9-3) 

‘The Red Ravens have been revitalized 
under fourth-year coach Aaron Flores, 
Flores has an inflammatory lung disease 
and periodically uses an oxygen tank, but 
ithhasn’t stopped him from recruiting well 
and leading the Coffeyville program to 
success. This year he has eight returning 
starters and a very promising incoming 
recruiting class led by University of 
‘Tennessee transfer quarterback Riley 
Ferguson. Standout returnees include 6-4, 
320-pound offensive lineman Branton 
Autry and 6-3, 180-pound juco All- 
America cornerback Jamarcus King. 


REST OF THEBEST 

} I. Tyler (Texas), 8-3 

» 12.San Mateo (Calif.), 9-2 

© 13. Blinn (Texas), 4-4 

» 14. Snow (Utah), 8-2 

© 15. Cerritos (Calif.), 8-3 

©» 16, Butler (Kan.), 8-3 

» 17. American River (Calif.), 10-2 
» 18. Mississippi Gulf Coast, 8-2 
® 19. Long Beach City (Calif.), 9-2 
* 20. Copiah-Lincoin (Miss.), 8-3 
® 21. Butte (Calif.), 7-4 

» 22, Saddleback (Calif.), 5-5 

» 23. Scottsdale (Ariz,), 8-3 

®» 24. Fullerton (Calif.), 8-3 

» 25 (tie). Georgia Military, G~4 
» 25 (tie). Ventura (Calif.), 6-5 
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Morningside heads host of 
championship challengers 


BY WILLLONG 


or the fourth straight season, the 
NAIA had a first-time champion 
as the Southern Oregon Raiders 
knocked off the Marian (Ind.) Knights 
to win the 59th annual NAIA football 
title. The Raiders may be hard-pressed 
to defend their championship with the 
graduation of Rawlings-NAIA National 
Football Player of the Year Austin Dodge 
in addition to three other All-Americans. 
Morningside (lowa), Marian (Ind.), Carroll 
(Mont.) and Grand View (lowa) will look 
to challenge for the national title in what 
should be an entertaining 2015 season. 


Coach Steve Ryan's Morningside (lowa) 
Mustangs averaged 662.2 yards per game in 
2014 and nine starters return to the offense. 
Quarterback Ryan Kasdorf, who led the 
NAIA in pass efficiency (189,2), will pilot an 
offense that set five national records last 
season, fing most yards in a game (16), 
yards per game (662.2) and scoring (55.5 
ppg). The Mustangs must find a replacement 
for running back Brandon Wegher, who 
rushed for an NAIA record 2,610 yards and 
accounted for 43 touchdowns. 

‘The Marian (Ind.) Knights rode departed 
running back Tevin Lake to the national 
title game before falling to Southern 
Oregon. Lake, a two-time All-American, 
carried the ball 390 times for coach Mark 
Henninger’s team last season, and the 
Knights may look to air it out more in 2015. 
Quarterback Hayden Northern (2,945 
yards, 22 TDs) returns along with his top 
four wide receivers, but he must cut down 
on the 20 interceptions thrown last season. 

Carroll (Mont.) lost two games last 
season, both coming to eventual national 
champion Southern Oregon by a combined 
six points. Coach Mike Van Diest will have 
a veteran leader in senior quarterback Mac 
Roche (2,942 yards, 28 TDs, 4 INTs), who 
may be asked to carry even more of the 
load with the graduation of Dustin Rinker 
(1,675 yards, 22 TDs), the all-time leading 
rusher in school history. 

Fifteen starters, including Sporting News 
Yearbooks preseason All-America selection 
Derek Fulton at quarterback, return for 
Grand View (lowa). Vikings coach Mike 


Woodley must replace receiver Brady 
Roland (62 receptions, 1,167 yards, 11 TDs), 
but Fulton will be the center of attention 
afer passing for 2,581 yards and rushing for 
an additional 836 yards while accounting for 
32 total touchdowns. 

Coach Mike Feminis returns nine 
starters from an offense that averaged 
456.8 yards per game for Saint Xavier (1il.). 
Quarterback John Rhode (3,609 yards, 31 
TDs) has two solid weapons in receivers 
Stephen Simms and Randall Wells, who. 
combined to catch 143 passes for 1,898 
yards and 18 touchdowns. 

No team has more to replace than 
defending national champion Southern 
Oregon, who loses four All-Americans. The 
Raiders led the nation in passing offense 
(383.0 ypg) for the third consecutive 
season, but quarterback Austin Dodge 
(5,607 yards, 52 touchdowns) and receivers 
Ryan Retzlaff and Dylan Young (combined 
195 receptions, 3,298 yards, 34 TDs) have 
graduated. Coach Craig Howard may try to 
balance the offense more this season with 
the return of running backs Sean Tow (754 


yards, 7 TDs) and Keegan Lawrence (519, 4). 


Eight starters return on defense for 
MidAmerica Nazarene (Kan.), led by 
leading tackler Luke Elam (67 stops), The 
Pioneers allowed just 294.8 yards and 18.2 
points per game for coach Brian Willmer, 
who is poised to contend for the HAAC. 
behind running back Javon Taylor (1,263 
yards, 6.1 ype, 15 TDs). 

Northwestern (lowa) coach Kyle 
Achterhoff returns eight starters from the 
nation’s stingiest defense (247.5 ypg, 15.2 
ppg). Defensive back Justin Wohlert led 
the country with 10 interceptions, while 
defensive end Sam Van Ginkel leads the 
GPAC in sacks over the last two seasons. 

Atop-10 mainstay over the last two 
seasons, Faulkner (Ala,) must find a 
replacement for quarterback Terrell 
Robinson (2,864 yards, 26 TDs), but the 
Eagles new quarterback should benefit 
from the return of five players who caught 
at least 20 passes each last season. 

Baker (Kan.) coach Mike Grossner 
returns eight starters from one of the 
nation’s best defenses, led by linebackers 
Keith Loneker Jr. and Tucker Pauley and 
lineman Josh Kock. 
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The sunshine boys 


Four Floridians set the tone in our annual rundown of the country’s best high school seniors. 


BY JCSHURBURTT 


‘The Class of 2016 Sporting 
News Yearbooks All-America 
Team is selected by a 
combination of on-field high 
school performance and 
projection as a high school 
prospect. 

This year’s team features 
selections from 12 different 
states, led by four from the 
state of Florida and three each 
from Texas and California. 

Several of these prospects 
have already verbally 


committed to various college 
programs. 

Please note that rankings 
and recruiting information are 
at press time and are subject 
to change as the cycle moves 
forward. 


JACOBEASON 
Lake Stevens (Wash) 
Eason threw for 2,829 
yards and 32 touchdowns 


with only three interceptions 
during his junior season. 
‘The 6-5, 200-pounder is 

the top-ranked pro-style 
quarterback prospect in the 
2016 class per the 247Sports 
composite rankings. Eason’s 
father, Tony Eason (not to 
be confused with the former 
NFL quarterback of the same 
name), played college football 
at Notre Dame, but his son 
committed early to Georgia. 
Longtime observers of the 


Bulldogs’ program believe he 
will be the strongest-armed 
quarterback at UGA since 
Matthew Stafford. 


IEEM WALKER 

Wayne (N.J.) DePaul Catholic 

‘The 6-1, 210-pound Walker 
has rushed for nearly 2,800 
yards the past two seasons, 
including a 1,607-yard, 
26-touchdown showing as 
ajunior. Walker is the No. 
1running back in the Class 
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of 2016 per the 247Sports 
Composite rankings and was 
at the top of the recruiting 
board for various major 
programs prior to his 

verbal commitment to Ohio 
State. That happened Jan. 
12, the night the Buckeyes 
claimed the BCS national 
championship with their win 
over Oregon. 


fe: TAVIEN FEASTER 
Spartanburg (S.C.) 

Following in the tradition 
of former South Carolina star 
Marcus Lattimore and Georgia 
great Stephen Davis, Feaster 
is the next elite running back 
to hail from the upstate of 
South Carolina. The 6-0, 
180-pounder has torched 
opposing defenses the last two 
seasons, combining for 2,582 
yards and 30 touchdowns 
during that time. Feaster is 
the No. 2 running back in the 
Class of 2016 per the 247Sports 
Composite rankings and 
gave an early commitment to 
Clemson on National Signing 
Day in February. 


‘Wit TREN'DAVIAN DICKSON 
Navasota (Texas) 

Dickson lit up defenses 
in 2014, catching 90 passes 
for 2,163 yards and 39 
touchdowns-unheard of 
stats for a high school player, 
even in pass-happy Texas. 
Dickson, whose junior film is 
must-see video, was named 
MaxPreps’ National Junior of 
the Year for his efforts. The 
6-0, 171-pounder was at one 
point committed to Baylor, but 
now Texas A&M (which is right 
down the road), Alabama and 
‘Texas, along with the Bears, 
are in the mix to land the U.S. 
Army All-American. 


‘We TYLER VAUGHNS: 
‘LaPuente (Calif,) Bishop Amat 
Vaughns set opposing 
secondaries ablaze in 2014, 
catching 83 passes for 1,578 
yards. The 6-3, 175-pounder 
is the complete package-size, 
speed, route-running, hands. 
Southern Cal is the favorite 
to land Vaughns, but UCLA, 
Washington and a host of 
others have offered and are in 


the mix. Vaughns currently is 
the No. 2 wide receiver in the 
Class of 2016 per the 247Sports 
Composite rankings and was 
an All-State selection as a 
junior. 


‘Ol GREGORY LITTLE 
Allen (Texas) 

The 6-6, 305-pound Little 
was a consensus Class 6A 
AlkState selection in 2014, 
helping Allen go 16-0 and 
capture a state championship. 
Little has excellent size, feet 
and a great frame to become 
an elite offensive tackle at 
the collegiate level. He's the 
consensus No. | offensive 
tackle in the 2016 recruiting 
class per the 247Sports 
Composite rankings and was 
an early commit to Texas 
A&M, where his high school 
teammate, quarterback Kyler 
Murray, signed during the 
2015 cycle. 


‘OG TOMMY KRAEMER 
Cincinnati Elder 

The 6-5, 305-pound 
Kraemer was a second-team 
AILUSA selection by USA 
Today as a junior and offers 
one of the best combinations 
of physicality and athleticism 
among the offensive linemen 
in the 2016 class. He currently 
is ranked as the top overall 
prospect in the state of Ohio 
per the 247Sports Composite 
rankings and the No. 3 
offensive tackle nationally. 
Kraemer has accepted an. 
invitation to the 2016 U.S. 
Army All-American Bowl. 


‘(0 BENBREDESON 
Hartland (Wisc.) Arrowhead 
Bredeson is the next great 
offensive lineman from the 
state of Wisconsin, The 6-5, 
280-pounder is the No. 1 
prospect in the Badger State 
per the 247Sports Composite 
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rankings for 2016 and was a 
first-team MaxPreps Junior 
All-American last season. He 
has played on back-to-back 
state championship teams 
and has a host of scholarship 
Offers, including Michigan, 
Ohio State, Notre Dame and 
the in-state Badgers, who 
have made a living off in-state 
offensive linemen in recent 
seasons. 


Ob BENCLEVELAND 
Toccoa (Ga.) Stephens County 
Cleveland is what you calla 
“freak.” The 6-7, 322-pounder 
doesn’t move around like 
someone of his size should in 
high school. He looks just as 
natural running a 100-meter 
dash on the track as he does 
blocking a defensive end 
into oblivion in a high school 
football game. He has been 
electronically timed at 5.11 
seconds in the 40-yard dash 
and 4.97 in the short shuttle 
(blistering times for a player 
this age and size). Want 
an example of his athletic 
versatility? Look no further 
than last football season when 
Cleveland played defensive 
end for his prep team. 
Cleveland, who is committed 
to Georgia, is the No. 5 
offensive tackle nationally 
per the 247Sports Composite 
rankings and a U.S. Army 
All-American. 


‘OG WILLIEALLEN 
New Orleans John Curtis. 

‘The 6-7, 305-pound Allen 
helped lead his team to a 
state championship game in 
2014 and was named a Junior 
All-American by MaxPreps. 
He also was an All-District 
selection in the New Orleans 
metro area. Nearly the entire 
country has offered Allen, 
who's the No. 4 offensive 
tackle in 2016 per the 
247Sports Composite rankings. 
His recruitment is expected to 
come down to in-state LSU or 
Alabama. 


TEISSACNAUTA 
Bradenton (Fla.) IMG Academy 

Since his freshman season 
at Buford (Ga.) High, Nauta 
has been a coveted Division 1 


prospect. The 6-4, 237-pounder 
has been a star both ways 

for the Wolves and recently 
transferred to IMG Academy 

to finish out his prep playing 
career. Nauta is the No. 1 tight 
end in the 2016 cycle per the 
247Sports Composite rankings 
and is currently committed to 
Florida State. 


(ft: SCOTT BRACEY 
Richmond (Va.) Benedictine 

Bracey transitioned from 
receiver to quarterback last 
season for the Cadets and 
racked up more than 1,800 
yards rushing, passing and 
receiving, earning Player- 
of-the-Year honors from the 
Richmond Times-Dispatch. 
‘The 6-3, 185-pound dynamic 
athlete could play quarterback 
or receiver at Duke, where 
he is verbally committed. 
‘This was one of the biggest 
recruiting gets in Blue Devils 
football history, as Bracey 
picked Duke over Ohio State 
and Florida State. Bracey is as 
fast as he is tall, having been 
timed at sub-4.5 seconds in the 
40-yard dash. 


‘OL BRELAND BRANDT 
Los Angeles Winward Schoo! 

The 6-4, 220-pound 
Brandt is a versatile defensive 
prospect who could play end 
or linebacker in college. The 
U.S. Army All-American Bowl 
selection has a quick first step 
and outstanding athleticism 
(he also plays basketball at the 
high school level). Brandt is 
the No. 3 weakside defensive 
end for 2016 per the 247Sports 
Composite rankings and is 
committed to UCLA. 


OL NICKBOSA 
Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) St. Thomas Aquinas 
Bosa is the younger brother 
of Ohio State All-American Joey 
Bosa and some say that the 6-3, 
250-pounder is better at this 
stage than his older brother 
was. Bosa was a MaxPreps 
Junior All-American and 
finished with a staggering 29.5 
tackles for loss at south Florida 
power St. Thomas Aquinas last 
year. He has offers from nearly 
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every school in the country, 
but all signs point toward him 
following in the footsteps of 
his brother and heading to 
Columbus. 


OU RASHAN GARY 
Paramus (N.J.) Catholic 

As of April, Gary was the 
No. 1 overall prospect in the 
2016 recruiting cycle per the 
247Sports Composite rankings. 
The 6-4, 290-pounder is 
athletically gifted and advanced 
for his age and was named 
the Area Defensive Player of 
the Year by The Star-Ledger 
of Newark, NJ., after racking 
up 55 tackles and 10 sacks in 
leading Paramus to the league 
title game. Gary has a host of 
offers, including Alabama, 
Michigan and Ohio State. 


le SHAVAR MANUEL 
Bradenton (Fla.) IMG Academy 
Manuel, who transferred 
to IMG after posting 61 tackles 
and 20 sacks for Blake High 
in Tampa last season, is a big, 
physical and athletic defensive 
end/tackle. At 6-4 and 260 
pounds, Manuel is a matchup 
nightmare inside or outside 
for opposing offenses. Every 
major program in the country 
has offered Manuel, who is 
expected to end up at Florida 
State when all is said and done. 


C8: LYNDELL “MACK” WILSON 
Montgomery (Ala.) Carver 

‘The 6-3, 230-pound Wilson 
was named first-team Class 
6A All-State last season while 
rolling up more than 75 total 
tackles. The nation’s No. 
9 overall prospect per the 
247Sports Composite rankings, 
Wilson has offers from nearly 
every program that recruits the 
Southeast. He’s expected to 
end up at Alabama or Auburn. 


(8 CALEB KELLY 
Fresno (Calif.) Clovis East. 

Kelly is the latest star 
prospect from the Fresno area 
and displayed his versatility 
last season on offense (where 
he was valued as a receiver) 
and defense (where he posted 
a20-tackle game). 'The 6-3, 
215-pound Kelly is one of the 
most coveted prospects on the 


West Coast for the 2016 cycle 
and ranks as the nation’s No. 
3 outside linebacker per the 


247Sports Composite rankings. 


Oklahoma appears to have the 
early edge over USC, Alabama, 
Florida State, Michigan and a 
host of additional suitors. 


( BEN DAVIS 
Gordo (Ala.) Gordo Schoo! 

Davis is a 6-4, 230-pound 
monster athlete who is 
currently the No, 4 outside 
linebacker nationally in the 
2016 cycle per the 247Sports 
Composite rankings. He 
was a Class 3A All-State 
selection last season and has 
football in his blood. Davis’ 
father, Wayne Davis, is the 
all-time leading tackler at the 
University of Alabama and his 
son is expected to follow in 
his footsteps to Tuscaloosa, 
though several programs— 
Auburn, Georgia, LSU, USC 
and others~are trying to 
convince him otherwise. 


Ot: SAIVION SMITH 
Bradenton (Fla.) MG Academy 

Smith, the No. l cornerback 
in the 2016 cycle per the 
247Sports Composite 
rankings, had 67 tackles, 
five interceptions and three 
blocked punts last season 
at IMG, and also scored six 
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combined defensive and 
special-teams touchdowns. 
‘The 6+, 175-pounder made 

‘a somewhat surprising 
commitment to LSU (it was 
thought he was a Florida State 
lean) on Feb. 24, Nearly every 
school in the country had 
offered him. Size, ball skills, 
speed and natural instincts 
make him elite. 


‘8: LEVONTA TAYLOR 
Virginia Beach (Va.) Ocean Lakes 
‘Taylor, who has been on the 
recruiting radar since he was 
an eighth-grader, broke up 13 
passes and had 40 tackles in 
earning All-Tidewater honors 
last season for top Virginia 
talent producer Ocean Lakes. 
Taylor is the No. 2 cornerback 
prospect nationally in the 
2016 cycle per the 247Sports 
Composite rankings and 
committed to Florida State 
over offers from Virginia and 
others in the spring. 


O: KRISTIAN FULTON 

Metaire (La.) Archbishop Rummel 
Fulton was named the 

Defensive Player of the Year 

by the Times-Picayune of New 

Orleans after intercepting 

11 passes during his junior 

season. The 6-0, 165-pounder 

has a host of scholarship 

offers, including in-state 


LSU, where he is expected to 
ultimately end up. 


08; DEONTAY ANDERSON 
Manvel (Texas) 

Anderson has posted nearly 
200 tackles (181 to be exact) 
the last three seasons and in 
2014 added two interceptions. 
‘The 61, 182-pound Anderson 
is the No. 3 safety prospect 
nationally per the 247Sports 
Composite rankings for the 
2016 cycle and has the size, 
speed and ball skills to be elite 
in college. Texas A&M, LSU 
and Alabama are among his 
scholarship offers, with the 
Aggies and Tigers expected to 
battle it out for his services. 


vit: MARQUEZ CALLAWAY 
Warner-Robins (Ga.) 

Callaway defines the 
position “athlete.” The 6-3, 
175-pounder is expected to 
make his mark on defense (he 
projects as a big cornerback) 
and he has posted eight 
interceptions during his 
varsity career. He also plays 
offense and three different 
positions for his high school 
basketball team. Georgia, 
Alabama and a host of other 
programs have offered the 
U.S. Army All-American, but 
the Bulldogs are the current 
favorite to land him. 
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w paneemnicneiae neon a 
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‘Adore’ Saco, USC mR 1 2 oh 2 Dostontolege [13 822 A715 513 34 “7 2 
Marcus Mrphy es sk Mm sok 2 M845 4598457 27 B64 3 
Deandeeaves, Masha RoW 32 93 1 emis [135 4277 ABT 28 rw) 23 
arioord We: Vrona Ro 2 Ms 2 Wiomi(Fa)) [13 085. 4265 479 40 B co 
Jalenyrick ies so 3 18 508) ida 12 863 3057 455 30 4 68 2 
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_.. 
Keenan Reynolds, Nai 


| PASSING YARDS 
Case Keenum, Houston 
Tiny Chang, Hawa 
andy Jones, Odahoma 
Graham rel Texas Tech 
TyDetmer, BYU 
een Moore, ois State 
Colt Brennan Hawai 
Fake Cato, Marshall 
Seantanion, OregonState 
PhilipRivers, NC. State 
Corey Robinson, Troy 
Cottey, Texas 
Aaron Murray, Georgia 
Kevin Kolb, Houston 
Dantefevour, Central Michigan 
Derek Car Fresno State 
TovRatay, Louisiana Tech 
FyanLinley, SaniegoState 
luke Meow, Louisiana Tech 
Chris Redman, Louisville 
Chase Daniel, Missouri 
Trevor tate, UTEP 
‘ff Kingsbury, Texas Tech 
Matt Barkley, USC 
Zac Dysert, Miami (Ohio) 
KNOCKING ONTHEDOOR 


JARED GOFF, CALIFORNIA 
TREVONE BOYKIN, TCU 
CODY KESSLER, USC 


Monte Ball Wisconsin 
Travis Prentice, Miami(OH) 
Dustin Hopkins, Florida State 
Picky Wiams. Texas 
‘aron Jones, Baylor 
ike Hunrcut, Oktaboma 
‘yleBrotaman Bose Sate 
AstCarmody, Lovie 
Kevin, Poon State 
Roman Anderson Houston 
Taurean Henderson, Texas Tech 
Bair Walsh Georgia 
Billy Bennett. Georgia 
Watt Weler Ohio 
Brock Forsey, Bois State 
RossEvans, TCU 
Matt Hogan, Houston 
Cetkic Benson, Texas 
Chandler Catanzar, Clemson 
Jeremy, Rutgers 
Carts Huerta, Mia (Fl.) 
ex ener. Nebraska 
Jeson Flam, Howe 
Anthony Thompson Indiana 
Derek Sci Florida State 
‘Nick Novak, Maryland 
KNOCKING ON TREDOOR 
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Active players in CAPS. 


401 


BBERSe SR SF 


Bee 


Case Keen, Houston 

Kellen Moore, Boise State 

Graham Harel Texas Tech 

(Colt Brennan, Haw 

Raheem Cato, Marshal 

Landry Jones, Obtaboma 

TyDetmer, BYU 

Aaron Musay, Georgia 

Timmy Chang, Hawai 

Mat Barkley sc 

Tinta, Louisiana Tech 

Danny Were Frida 

Derek Car Fresno State 

(Colt cCoy, Texas 

Russell Wison. NC. State/Wisconsin 

TafiBoyd Clemson 

Dan eFevour, Central Michigan 

‘Chase Daniel Missouri 

Mares Mexiota Oragon 

(Chad Peningtn, Marshal 

Matt Lear, USC 

hase Cement, Rice 

Tinie, WesternMichigen 

Geno Smith, West Vigna 

Trevor Vitatoe, UTEP 

Att Kngsbury. Texas Tech 

Philp Rivers .C. Stare 

8rady Dunn NotreDame 
KNOCKING ONTHEDOOR 
(sctive car 

JOELICATA, BUFFALO 

CODY KESSLER, USC 

TREVONE BOYKIN TCU 


15 


Baaz 


RRRSBRBBSSSR 


#2 8) 


ld challenge them in 20 


Statistics courtesy of the NCAA Compiled by Will Long 


RUSHING YARD 


Ron Dayne, Wisconsin | 6397 
Ricky Wiliams, Texas | ez 
‘Tony Dorstt, Pitsburgh 6002 
‘Dofingela Willams, Memphis | 6.026 
Charles White, usc | 5590 
TravisPrentice, Mia (Ohio) 5506 
(ethic Benson, Texas 5540 
Dasnion Fletcher, Southern Miss | 5,302 
LaDainian Tomlinson, TCU 5,263 
Aerschel Walker, Georgia | S259 
‘chi Grin Ohi State si 
‘Avon Cobourne, West Virginia S64 
Carrot Wale, Northern tis S68 
‘Monte Bl, Wisconsin | suo 
aichael James Oregon 5082 
Mik Har, Michigan | sao 
DarenLewis Texas A&M 5012 
DarrenSproles, Kansas Stata 4979 
‘DonTrell Moore, New Mexicn ag 
Anthony Thompson, nana 4365 
GeorgeRogers, South Carona 4350 
‘Trevor Cobb, Rice 4948 
‘Michae! Turner, Northern Ilinais 494 
Ray Rice, Rutgers 4926 


KNOCKING ONTHEDOOR 


KENNETHOINON,LOUISMNATECH =| 3,410 
KEENAN REYNOLDS, NAVY 3.186 
[BRAXTON MILLER OHIO STATE 3054 


REYWOLOS: PATRICK SEMARSKY AP 


DRENS AP 


HOGGING: EUGENE TANNER P:MCRISS 6 


LRECEINI 


Trovorinsly, Nevada if 

Ayan Broyles, Oklahoma | 4506 
Marcus Haris, Wyoming 4518 
Patek Edwards Huston asn7 
RostownMoots,OMshomasinto | 4414 
‘stn Hardy, ast Carling | 4301 
Ayan Yarborough, Wyoming | 4387 
Troy Edvard, Louisiona Tech 4352 
‘Raron Turner, Pacific | 4345, 
Grog Salas, Hava 4385 
Toranca Mathis, New Meco 4254 
eof Nols, Nevada 4288 
Jordan tite, Wester ihigan 4187 
Jaro lad Rice ms) 
Das Wats, Marsal. 40st 
Kendall Wright, Baylor 4004 
‘Troy Walters, Stanford | 3.986 
Derek Haga, ionaState 3939 
Mikes, OregonState | saa 
Jason vers, Hawa 3918 
Josh Davi, Marshall | 3889 
Roy Wiliams, Texas | 3806 
Emmanuel Sanders, SMU | 3791 
‘Chad Mackey, Lousiana Tech 3789 
Rashad Greene, lord State |_3m 


KNOCKING ONTHEDOOR 


RASHARDWIGGINS, COLORADOSTATE | 2.587 
ALONZO RUSSELL, TOLEDO | 2488 


‘TVLERBOYD, PITTSBURGH 


JohnProvost, Holy Cross 
‘MartinBayless, Bowling Green 

Tom Curtis Michigan 

Tony Thurman, Boston Colege 
“Tracy Saul Texas Tech 

Jeff ion, Richond 

im Boing, East Carolina 

Lamont Thompson Washington State 
Mike Sensibaugh, Ohio State 

Bary Hl fowa tate 
Chuck Cec Antona 
TerellBuele, Florida State 
Eee, Mian 

Jin Leonhard, Wisconsin 
‘Alphonso Sith Wake Forest 

Lyn Chandos, Wichigan Sate 
Bobby Wison Ole Miss 

Tom ison, Colgate 

Jackie Wale, Arizona 

Dave Atkinson, BYU 

Arinus Parker, USC 

Charles eferson, MeNeese State 
Chis Willan, LSU 

‘Anthony Young, Temple 

Mark Coins, Cal Stat Fullerton 
Kevin Sih, TexasA&M 

Ray tckson, Colorado tate 

Dt ly North Carolina 
hMecuwsen Oregon: 
KNOCKINGONTHEDOOR 


KEVIN BYARD, MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
DDARIAN THOMPSON, BOISE STATE: 
DONTE DEAYON, DOSE STATE. 
ADRIAN MCDONALD, HOUSTON 


‘stn Hardy, ast Carolina 
Ryan Broyles, Oklahoma 

Taylor Stubblefield, Purdue 
‘Tomy Shue, Marshal 

Tyron Carr, Houston 

Josh Dav, Marshall 

fticPage, Toledo 

Jordan White Wester Michigan 
Antonio Brown, Central Michigan 
Taurean Henderson, Texas Toc 
Kendal Wah, Baylor 
Arolddackson Louse 
Trevor Insley, Nevada 

Freda anes, Bowing Green 
‘eof iy. Nevada 


Davo ss, aval eo) 
Rashaun Woods, Oklahoma State 233 
Die yan Pde 2 
Jarett Dillard, Rice m2 
Jason vers, Hawai we 
Patrick Edwards, Houston 2 
BryaiAinderson, Cental Wiha” | 290, 
Tavon Austin, West Virginia 288 
Grog Salas, Hawai ) 285 
Fmmanue Sanders, SMU 285 


KNOCKING ONTHEDOOR 


AD.MOKISSICLARKANSASSTATE =| 237 
(NELSON SPRUCE; COLORADO 205 
SHANE WILLIAMS-RHODES, BOISE STATE | 170 
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 rpeated WyAReeoré = 
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Aiea — Rene au 
83) Geant S12 _@GRAMBUNGSTATE 57) 3 
O10 @GRAMOUINGSTATE 838513 Lane 3 CH 
OF JacksonStote BM 525 Savamabate 183 Bl 
31 Alabama State 3738 0.3 GNORTHCAROUNACENTRAL 34.20 
NT. MisissapValeySite 1220 00 SouthcarabeaState 1620 
Nd ee MS OJT @NORTHCAROLINAART a 
Nar @ALCoRNsTATE Wen | 074 fevfokstate g 
N20 TetasSoutern 245031 _UELANARESTATE 
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Sa inane ar Se Stan — 3 Fe 
ti eaten <- a i @wolycRoss 2724 hat 
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i — 
Nit Pane View A Be) as 
"baie AL re r a 
Coach: 81 Fa Coach: PhilEstes 
Nickoame:Homets Nena: 
ON Record: 75 ‘TaMleert 5 
aRYANT 
aLuANY oll 
ae $5 Antanas GPADCEION im 
$5 pelea. $8 epROIN = $19 Sowiestte 010" Wont O31 Bethune i 
. CaROUMA CEN MBSE Pensa 31 NY GNORTHCAROUNA CENTRAL 
48 paver Ba ie hwo a) eons 0% 04 GOMOT in tw su KABA 2033 
er ang ess 010 BEETON CoMecTCUTSTE ig io By et 03) emt PR MI Noni wn 
ti fay ob Ses aa tw EAR 2 Ny ecomniL U3) Wekrame:Horets 
OF Vln ae | BS ie 3) aX) Brow 74) 20V4Record: 210 
9) _ gaia me eincler 202 1) StFarestPa) 221 CoaceAlBagna DRAKE 
1 — eM Ha hie Seaton 74 KW WAGNER 1020 Meduanetons open 
121 STONY SHOOK Tay N21. @ROBERT MORRIS $29 Coach PeteRosionando 20V4Recori:010 ee na 
Covey cack lorie See CORNELL © Siz avormnbakork 
ame rene Tureen” Pra acute aca MY 518 @scuTioaRoTA 
miter aes ‘UiALesToNsouTIERH $i Beit ao St Seon ms 
ear 3 S26 @INt 135) 03 @CAMPOELL 
$3 NorthGreemte 03. Colgae 1227 040 Valparaiso NES 
pat $s m0 $i BIRO 10 Havard 74 OT @saNniEsO isn 
$3 @GEORGIATECH S12 Duquesne ‘S17 _ East Tennessee Site, ‘O17 @SACTEDHEART. 0.24 Jacksonvile 8 
S12 SALABAMASTATE ST ‘|CORNELL 3 (@CiTADEL 2% 02 Brow 16-42 031 @MOREREADSTATE 
$2 Msssoplbesiae 5283 Sin 128 010 Normowt 723) ero 2a Nik este ae 
OS GlncacheRNeRT 356 oF gant Bee SCaRINER NERD MM tu fount 3077] Coachefickfoe 
‘O17 Grambling State RB om ny oH 724321 PENNSYLVANIA 1634 | Wickname:| 
on PE 031 eLAANETTE 2724 A] BRENMESAWSTATE Coach: Uavdticher 204 Recor 7-4 
NY FrotiView Aa 74 7 gromoia UKM her 3 Nickname-BgRed 
L14_ EXAS SOUTHERN AGT NIA Hi Cioss 31242) @aLABAA OVA Recoré:13 Penn 
ts Gara staal, somone MH) Reena DARTMOUTH $5 Kenly Chien 
N26 _QUACRSONSTATE 334 CaaekloeSosan Nedrane bec mom Siz @aucrneut a 
Hao te fownewe 3 512 @GEORGETOWN $a eaiion w 
iaRecer 103 en person 341303 ConalComecintte 2620 
ARKANSAS-PINEDLUFF derupoic 35 JacksonvileState BB on Ye 38-3) 010 Alderson-Broaddus 48.7) 
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$6 soho te fae S19. @sAMrono 3 0 Colombe 217 024 @ROBERTMORRS Be 
Sh amie BY $8 pinoy 38g See grncsarrn ‘ga Oo eae eh | ON Ha Ba 
Sth GatieunAt id $36 ae 6) Mh 442) N21 StAranit PA) W628 
3 Alcomstate 656 OM \STATE ae op eg Bt gto ad aL pire 
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0,31 @PRAIRIEVIEWAGM oA Bt QMARIST sy Hr —e jon Mee ys e 
Te Gans 336) Ne Dale 1821.21 @rLOROASTATE auniea | ~~ tt 
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Coach: MonteColeman Nickname: Buldags Record: 
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17__ CHARLESTON SOUTHERN Nit @ceoReTOWN 527 519. TOWSON 3 | $5 Bacone 
$26. Enory&enry 525. Coat 129 TU $2 
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2015 Bowl Projections .......... 


National Champion Ohio State roy 


hada an ale 
2015 Tournament of Roses Parade 


NEW YEAR'S DAY 
» ROSE BOWL 


USC vs. Michigan State 


G& 
A® 


Alabama vs. Baylor 
» CHICK-FIL-A PEACH BOWL 
Florida State vs. Boise State 


et 


Clemson vs. Georgia 


eo 


2015 SPORTING NEWS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


University of Phoontx Stadium | Glendale, AZ 
Monday, Jon. 1, 2016 » 8:30 p.m. 


» CURE ROW! 
Arkansas State vs. East Carolina 


® R+L CARRIERS NEW ORLEANS BOWL 
Appalachian State vs. Nevada 


© GILDAN NEW MEXICO BOWL 
Middle Tennessee vs. Colorado State 


® ROVALPURPLELAS VEGAS BOWL 
‘Asizona State vs. San Diego State 


» FAMOUS IDAHO POTATO BOWL 
Bowling Green vs. Utah State 


» RAYCOM MEDIA CAMELLIA BOWL 
Georgia Southern vs. Toledo 

* MIAMI BEACH BOWL 
Navy vs. UTEP 


» BOCA RATON BOWL 
Norther tinois vs, Rice 


® POPEYES BAHAMAS BOWL 
‘Akron vs. Western Kentucky 


® SHERATON HAWAII BOWL 
California vs. Louisiana Tech 


* ZAXBY'S HEART OF DALLAS BOWL 
Rutgers vs. Marshall 


® QUICK LANE BOWL 
Northwestern vs. Boston College 


® ST.PETERSBURG BOWL 
‘North Carolina vs. UCF 


© MILITARY BOWL 
Miami vs. Cincinnati 


* HYUNDAISUN BOWL 
Duke vs. Washington 


© INDEPENDENCE BOWL 
N.C. State vs. Mississippi State 


® NEW ERA PINSTRIPE BOWL 
Minnesota vs. Virginia Tech 


© NATIONAL UNIVERSITY HOLINAY ROWE 
Nebraska vs. Stanford 


® AUTOZONE LIBERTY BOWL 
Oklahoma State vs. South Carolina 


® RUSSELL ATHLETIC BOWL 


Texas vs. Notre Dame 


® ADVOCARE TEXAS BOWL 
Kansas State vs, Ole Miss 


© BELK BOWL 
Georgia Tech vs. Florida 
* FOSTER FARMS BOWL 


lowavs. Arizona 


* OUTBACK BOWL 
Michigan vs, LSU 


® BUFFALO WILD WINGS CITRUS BOWL 


Wisconsin vs. Tennessee 


® LOCKHEED MARTIN ARMED FORCES BOWL 


‘Maryland vs. Houston 


® TAXSLAYER BOWL 
Penn State vs. Missouri 


* VALERO ALAMO BOWL 
Oklahoma vs, UCLA 


® TICKETCITY CACTUS BOWL 


West Virginia vs. Utah 


* BIRMINGHAM BOWL 
Texas A&M vs. Memphis 


* GODADDY BOWL 
Louisiana vs. Western Michigan 


® FRANKLIN AMERICAN MORTGAGE 
MUSIC CITY BOWL 
Louisville vs. Arkansas 


® SAN DIEGO COUNTY CREDIT UNION 
POINSETTIA BOWL 
BYU vs. Fresno State 


TOURNAVENT OF ROSES PARADE: RINGO HW. CHU AP 


OUR 2015 COLLEGE FOOTBALL LINEUP 


b YEARBOOKS 


ORDER YOUR FAVORITE 


COVER TODAY! 
ONLY ‘7.99 


REGION 12 Texas ‘SHIPPING: $350 ortho fest mgs, “SSDs actin sna 


REGION 1 REGION 2 . REGION 3 REGION 4 REGION 5 
Northeast North Atlantic. South Atlantic Carolinas Florida 


OIG COLLEGE FOOTBALL «| 2016 COLLEGEFOOTBALL «| 20/5 COLLEGEFODTBALL, 


REGION 6 REGION 7 REGION 8 REGION'S REGION 10 
Southeast Deep South Ohio Midwest (plus Canada) Midwest2. 


TAALL cy 


A. 


REGION 11 REGION 13 REGION 14 REGION 15 
Plains Northwest Northern California / Hawaii Souther California 


SNYEARBOOKS.COM | 1-800-380-7404 


“Fantasy Football Back And | Can’t Wait. I've Won 
$724,938 Playing In One-Day Fantasy Leagues On 
FanDuel. How Much Can You Win?” 


CHRIS PRINCE - FANDUEL USER SINCE 2010 


FanDuel is a whole new way of playing fantasy football. Every league lasts 
just one day. The money is real and winners get paid that same night. 
And there’s no season-long commitment. You only play when you want. 


his is Chris Prince. He’s 
beermakersfan on FanDuel, and 
he has plenty of reasons to smile. 
This 37-year-old from Detroit has won 
$724,938 playing in one-day fantasy 
leagues on FanDuel. 


A New Way to Play Fantasy Football! 

FanDuel is the hottest thing in fantasy 
football. Our one-week fantasy football 
leagues pack the thrill of an entire 
season into just one week. You play for 
real money against other people and 
winners get paid cash that same week, 


Over $40 Million Cash Paid Out to 
Winners Every Single Week 


FanDuel paid out over $500 million in 


cash to over 853,000 league winners 
in 2014. That number is only getting 
bigger. We'll be 
$2 billion cash to winners in 2015, 
including $40 million every week of 
the NFL season. That's a huge number 


paying out oy 


players today and thousands more 
joining every single day. 


How is ‘This Different From Season- 
Long Fantasy Football? 


Salary cap leagues that last one week 


Huge variety of league sizes and 
prize pools 


Instant weekly cash payouts to 
league winners 


No season-long commitment - you 
only play when you want 


Thousands of one-week money 


leagues run every week of the season 


Play for real money - use your credit 
card or Paypal 


Claim Your Free Deposit Bonus Now! 
Go to www.fanduel.com/match and 


type in your exclusive promo code for 


For every dollar you 
deposit we'll match it!” 


Use promo ae 
SNFOOTBALL15 


when you join at 


and you may be skeptical, but don’t be, your special offer. League entry fees sercclontoNesanarehien ini 
Our cash prize pools can be this large _ range from $1 all the way up to $10,000 
because we literally have over a million & more. 
Proud partners of 
COMCAST ROTOWORLD NBC SPORTS SIRIUS XM ROTOWIRE 


WINNER 
Mast 


Visit: www.fanduel.com/match 


